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“America, which uses the pretext of freedom 
of expression, should understand that airing 
the entire movie will have repercussions in 

the world that are dangerous, dangerous, very 
dangerous!”

Hassan Nasrallah, leader of the Lebanese Shiite Muslim group Hezbollah; he 
condemned the video “The Innocence of Muslims” at a protest in Beirut, Lebanon 
and suggested that countries around the world should block website carrying 
the video.  The same video has triggered outrage in eastern Libya, where a mob 
stormed the US consulate and killed US ambassador Christopher Stevens and 

three other Americans. 

 “We don’t question the right of something like this 
to be published, we just question the judgment behind 

the decision to publish it .”

Jay Carney, White House press secretary;  on the decision of a French satirical 
newspaper, Charlie Hebdo, to publish crude caricature of the Prophet Muhammad 
that depicted him in nude poses in the wake of violent protest in the Middle East 

and South Asia over an amateur video “The Innocence of Muslims.”

“We’ve only seen the government strike compromise 
after compromise with the business community.”

Hideyuki Ban, secretary general of a nuclear warchdog, the Citizens’ Nuclear 
Information Center;  on the sudden flip-flop of the Japanese government to phase 
out nuclear power by 2040 after the plan was heavily opposed by business groups 

whose business depend on local nuclear power plants. 

“I have come to Lebanon as a pilgrim of peace, as a 
friend of God and as a friend of men.”

Benedict XVI,  pope of the Catholic Church; in a recent visit to Lebanon where he 
was welcomed by political and religious leaders both Christians and Muslims and 
talked about possible coexistence of different religions and cultures that can only be 
based on a deep sense of religiosity and not on secularism prevalent in the West.

“Threats to life are becoming very common to those 
who ‘care for the earth.’”

Broderick Pabillo, auxiliary bishop of Manila and national director of the of 
National Secretariat for Social Action, Justice and Peace in the Philippines;  in a 
recent statement titled “Stop Attacking Environmental Defenders” that called on 
the government to investigate and bring to justice the masterminds of the recent 

killings of environment advocates. 
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Although with a bagful of 
reservations, this paper 
has been in high praises for 

the new president of the Republic 
especially during his inauguration 
where his speech enamored the 
whole country, or at least those who 
were not diametrically opposed due 
to party lines, with catchy slogans 
such as “daang matuwid,”  “kung 
walang corrupt, walang mahirap,”  
“kayo ang boss ko,” and the “wang-
wang” sort of crap.

The euphoria of his inaugural 
address flowed over to his first 
State of the Nation Address.  Bereft 
of a viable roadmap towards socio-
political and economic recovery, 
that SONA still charmed the nation 
largely because of exposés of   anom-
alies of the previous administration 
that, anyway, only politicized what 
everybody already knew.

That, of course, did not last 
long.   Few weeks after that, the 
country and the international com-
munity were appalled with how the 
government mangled the Luneta 
hostage crisis on August 23, 2010.   
It was at that moment when the ob-
servers saw how Malacañang dis-
sected for whatever political logic 
the Department of Interior and 
Local Government with secretary 
Robredo confined to “local govern-

ment” and undersecretary 
Puno to the “interior” and 
perhaps to the “shady” if 
not the “covert”—which 
triggered a recent Senate 
hearing that poked into 
an alleged covert gun 
purchases for the police 
and connections to the bowels of 
jueteng.

Intended or not, there have 
been many more boo-boo that this 
dispensation has committed in its 
barely two years of governance.  
The President has been enjoying 
a relatively high rating from the 
popular social weather stations, 
which, of course, do not redeem an 
iota of faux pas.   Until now, those 
catchy slogans have remained 
just that— slogans.   Nobody has 
seen yet a paradigm shift in gov-
ernance that the slogans seem to 
have purported.  In fact, it may 
have been worse with the way the 
executive department browbeats 
the judiciary and the legislative 
departments.

At it appears, the supposedly 
independent legislative body leg-
islate only the laws that have been 
marked as priority by the execu-
tive department, which is constitu-
tionally anomalous.  Just because, 
for instance, the president has 

prioritized the RH Bill—being, 
to his belief, the panacea of all 
the ills of this country—the party 
leadership is scampering to pass 
the most controversial and most 
inutile bill in history, despite the 
floods, the ominous calamities 
and the scarcity of both rhyme 
and reason.

The bill that is closest to a para-
digm shift in governance (and the 
president’s slogans) is obviously 
the Freedom of Information Bill.  
Without belaboring on the obvious, 
a bill that is about transparency is 
the very foundation of “matuwid na 
daan” because how can “matuwid” 
happen in darkness or in covert 
transactions that always end up in 
graft and corruption? Righteous-
ness is a virtue of the enlightened 
and the transparent.

This issue opens with Jie Xian’s 
“Hybrid rice, a new hope towards 
a bountiful Philippines.”   Our staff 
writer Charles Avila pens our cover 
story, “Disasater preparedness in 
2012.”  Read on.
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By Jie Xian

My paddy is over there,” Florencio 
Sudoy points to a field that seems to 
extend to the horizon. Newly trans-

planted seedlings sway in the breeze, glistening 
in the sunshine. Sudoy, a farmer from Barangay 
of Mabini, Santo Domingo, Nueva Ecija, north 
of Manila, owns part of this paddy. 

During the wet season from July to Decem-
ber, he plants conventional or inbred rice on 
his seven-hectare field. From January to June, 
during the dry season he cultivates hybrid rice, 
a variety that gives him a high yield.

Sudoy was among the first Filipino farmers 
who planted hybrid rice in 1999. “Compared 
with inbreds, the hybrid has stronger and taller 
stem with more grains. The harvest is really 

good, so I decided to plant it in my own field,” 
he says, recalling how he saw the potential of 
hybrid rice at Philippine Rice Research Insti-
tute (PhilRice) when he was a farmer who had 
cultivated inbreds for more than one decade 
then. At that time, PhilRice was experimenting 
hybrid rice cultivation and Sudoy was working 
part-time as an irrigation technician in PhilRice’s 
experimental field.

Sudoy is now one of nearly 100,000 Filipino 
farmers who are benefiting from “made in the 
Philippines” hybrid rice technology. It increases 
their yields as well as their income. But as more 
and more farmers are opting to grow hybrid rice, 
seed is in short supply because of the complexity 
of producing hybrid seed. 

 
Introduction of hybrid rice technology

Inspired by the spectacular gains of hybrid 

Hybrid rice
a new hope towards a bountiful Philippines
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Year F1 C1 Yield 
Difference

Production Area 
Harvested

Yield
(Mt/ha)

Production Area 
Harvested

Yield
(Mt/ha)

%

2001 29,223 5,371 5.44 2,568,906 599,961 4.28 27.07

2002 168,664 27,914 6.04 5,688,367 1,283,012 4.43 36.28

2003 461,559 77,358 5.97 5,517,759 1,233,210 4.47 33.35

2004 1,172,864 203,995 5.75 4,952,959 1,083,294 4.57 25.75

2005 2,213,820 368,636 6.01 2,959,194 641,849 4.61 30.26

2006 1,829,875 313,243 5.84 4,547,026 1,016,555 4.47 30.60

2007 1,462,938 238,681 6.13 6,963,960 1,600,247 4.35 40.84

2008 1,327,056 218,987 6.06 7,627,917 1,714,236 4.45 36.19

rice technology in China, the originator 
of this rice variety, in 1988 the Philippine 
government identified hybrid rice technol-
ogy as a national development strategy, 
one year after International Rice Research 
Institute (IRRI) released the hybrid rice 
variety, Mestiso 1 in the country. 

“Mestiso 1 was the first variety I 
planted,” Sudoy recalled. He started slowly 
planting only 3,000 square meters of his 
one-hectare paddy inherited from his fa-
ther. The very first trial turned out to be a 
total failure. “But that was a wet season, 
the whole hybrid planting was completely 
attacked by BLB),” he said.  Bacterial 
Leaf Blight (BLB), a major disease for 
both inbred and hybrid rice varieties espe-
cially in the wet season. Most of hybrids 
released in the Philippines before 2010 
were susceptive to BLB. So in wet seasons, 
Filipino farmers plant inbred varieties that 
are resistant to this disease.

“But, it’s okay, because I did see 
its good performance at PhilRice. In the 
next dry season, it was able to deliver).” 
Sudoy’s belief and persistence paid off. 
In the first dry season for hybrid planting, 
he harvested 9.8 metric tons per hectare, 
a record harvest when compared to the 
inbred varieties.  

In his 13 years of hybrid rice cultiva-
tion in dry seasons, this new rice technol-
ogy has never failed Sudoy. His harvest 
averages more than 10 metric tons per 
hectare. He estimates that the yield is at 
least 30 percent more than he gets from his 
harvest of inbred rice. Last dry season, his 
harvest amounted to an average of 11.85 
metric tons per hectare with the highest of 

13.25 tons one hectare. 
Sudoy and other farmers 

using hybrid rice technology 
are getting similar high yields. 
Between 2001 and 2011, the 
Philippines saw an average 
38.33 percent of higher yield 
with hybrid seeds than with 
certified seeds, inbred seeds. 

Hybrid Rice Commercial-
ization 

In 2002, the Philippine 
government launched Hy-
brid Rice Commercialization 
Project (HRCP) to extend 
the hybrid rice technology 
to farmers nationwide. The 
goal was two-fold: to increase 
farmers’ income as well as to 
attain rice self-sufficiency in 
the country.   

PhilRice started estab-
lishing links between the 
new rice technology and 
prospective farmers around 
the country. The Institute 
planted hybrids in farmers’ 
field. This “to see and to 
believe” method turned out 
to be the most effective way to introduce 
the new seed. In addition, PhilRice techni-
cians taught farmers the basics of hybrid 
rice production, from preparation of land, 
management of seeds and seedlings, ap-
plication of fertilizers and pesticides to 
harvesting and threshing.  

In 2003, the Project encouraged farm-
ers from Sudoy’s barangay to form a “clus-

ter” for hybrid rice cultivation. Inspired by 
Sudoy’s success in implementation of the 
modern rice technology and with techni-
cal support from PhilRice, Antonio Santo 
Tomas, co-farmer of Sudoy became one 
of the 31 founding members. “Because 
I was convinced the yield of hybrid was 
really larger than that of inbred,” Santo 
Tomas said.  

Florencio Sudoy stands besides his paddy with newly trans-
planted seedlings. 
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Hybrid Rice, A New Hope Towards A Bountiful Philippines

Table 1 - Yield Difference of Hybrid Rice vs. CS, 2001-2011
(F1: hybrid rice seeds; CS: certified seeds; Mt: metric ton; ha: hectare)
Source: Department of Agriculture- Management Information Division

In 2005, Sudoy quit his part-time job 
at PhilRice to focus on growing hybrid rice 
in his own field. Hybrid cultivation has 
brought him an average annual profit of 
Php100,000 per hectare. With net income 
from hybrid rice growing, Sudoy was able 
to buy his first-owned one-hectare paddy 
in 2006; in 2010, he bought his seventh 
hectare at the price of Php750,000. 

As time went by, more and more co-
villagers joined Sudoy and Santo Tomas. 
The “rice cluster” of Sudoy’s barangay, 
registered as “Bagong Buhay Multipur-
pose Cooperative” in 2005. It now has 176 
members, and is growing hybrid rice in a 
360-hectare rice field, more than double than 
the original 150 hectares nine years ago. 

Sudoy said the costs in hybrid and 
inbred cultivation are similar. The biggest 
expenditure is in purchasing hybrid seeds.  
But when he did a calculation, he concluded, 
“The yield of hybrid is much higher than that 
of inbred, and just 5 to 10 bags of harvest 
or 1/10 to 1/5 of net profit from hybrid can 
offset the price of the seed.” 

Thelma Padolina, chief scientific 
researcher and head of plant breeding and 
biotechnology with PhilRice described 
Filipino farmers as “risk takers”. She has 
seen how farmers, like Sudoy failed but 
still continue to use the technology as long 
as they are convinced of merits of hybrids.  

Filipino farmers who have belief in 
hybrid rice potentials are willing to pay more 
for seeds because they get returns at harvest. 
However, as more and more farmers join 
Sudoy in growing hybrid varieties nationwide, 
seed supply can’t keep up with demand.

Seed Production
Seed supply is the biggest obstacle for 

Sudoy. “There were some companies such 
as Bayer and Syngenta that after the demo 
of their hybrid variety, when we need to 
plant, it turned out that they had no more 
seeds for supply,” Sudoy said. 

Unlike conventional rice varieties, 
farmers need to buy new seed each year. 

2009 1,204,960 197,076 6.11 10,810,715 2,614,046 4.14 47.84

2010 1,265,327 203,583 6.22 10,382,911 2,524,064 4.11 51.09

2011 1,058,522 167,286 6.33 7,797,217 1,703,545 4.58 38.25

Total 12,194,808 2,022,130 6.03 69,816,931 16,014,019 4.36 38.33

They can’t keep and 
plant seed from the 
previous year’s hy-
brid crop. 

Hybrid rice is 
created by crossing 
two genetically dis-
tinct parents. When 
the right parents are 
selected, the hybrid 
will have higher yield, 
greater resistance to 
diseases and pests 
as well as increased 
competitiveness with 
weeds than either of 
the parents. Hetero-
sis and hybrid vigour 
are the terms used to 
describe hybrid traits. 
However, the hetero-
sis effect disappears 
after the first genera-
tion (F1). This means 
farmers need to buy 
F1 seeds every season 
to get high yield ef-

Sudoy with Lola (Grandma) Gavena M. Garcia and Mommy Julita G. 
Sudoy in their courtyard.  

fect, the most distinctive trait of hybrids. 
Padolina confirms that F1 seed pro-

duction is the major problem in hybrid 
rice commercialization in the Philippines. 
The area harvested with hybrid rice in 
2005 reached a record-high of more than 
360,000 hectares, but it dropped more 
than half, to less than 170,000 hectares in 
2011 because of unsustainability of seed 
production, Padolina said. (See Table 1) 

The Philippine government has set a 
target to increase the areas planted to hybrid 
rice to 400,000 hectares by 2014, that’s 8% 
of 4.85 million-hectare arable rice land of the 
country. This is a major strategy to attain the 
rice self-sufficiency by 2014. To reach this 
goal, the country needs to keep up seed supply 
with the increase of target area, Padolina said. 

“But PhilRice really does not have 
capability of producing large amount of 
seeds,” Padolina admitted. 

Dr. Fangming Xie, senior scientist in 
charge of IRRI Hybrid Rice Development 
Consortium (HRDC) hails the Philip-
pines’ endeavor to adopt hybrid rice to 
address food sufficiency. “For countries 
encountering food security pressure like 
the Philippines, hybrid rice, distinct for 
its high yield, should be prioritized,” he 
emphasized. 

Dr. Xie agrees the essential con-
straint of Philippine hybrid rice pro-
gram lies in commercialization of seed 
production. He says the Philippines 
hybrid seed market needs to establish 
balance and dynamic with different 
sectors playing their distinct roles. He 
suggests PhilRice focus on its R&D 
capability and involve more private 
sector companies to commercialize 
research outcome and produce large 
amounts of seed. 
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 Intensifying commercialization
As suggested by IRRI, the Philippine 

government is now promoting a public-
private partnership (PPP) program to 
promote hybrid seed production.

For the public-bred seeds, PhilRice, in 
cooperation with IRRI and other   institu-
tions such as University of the Philippines 
Los Baños (UPLB) and Philippine-Sino 
Center for Agricultural Technology (PhilS-
CAT), licenses basic hybrid seeds to farm-
ers’ cooperatives and private companies 
for large amount of F1 seed production.  

For the private hybrid seed market, 
Padolina introduced SL-Agritech Corp. 
(SLAC). It is the only Philippine company 
that has developed its own hybrid seeds fa-
vorable to local climatic conditions as well 
as taste of locals. She said that’s why it leads 
hybrid seed market in the Philippines and 
its products are highly accepted by farmers.  

Sudoy and his Cooperative members 
shifted to plant SLAC seed, Mestiso 8, in 
2004. “The advantage of SLAC is that 
there is no lack of seeds. It has regular and 
stable seed supply,” Sudoy said. 

But the local seed production com-
pany can’t keep up with market demand 
and Padolina said the market needs more 
diversity. Padolina urges more private seed 
development companies to adapt “domes-
tic production strategy” as SLAC does. 

Multinational companies such as 

Pioneer, Bayer, Monsanto are active in 
Philippine hybrid seed market. However, 
their seed production is based abroad. To 
protect local market, Philippine govern-
ment allows hybrid seed importation for 
only two years. If a foreign company fails 
to localize its production within this period, 
it has to leave the Philippine market. That’s 
the reason that Sudoy and other Filipino 
farmers can’t depend on continuous seed 
supply from those foreign companies. 

Sudoy and his barangay are evidence 
of how hybrid rice can change lives. It’s 
a huge change since Sudoy’s 98 year old 
grandmother, Gavena M. Garcia sweated 
in paddy field when she was young. “Of 
course, I was planting and mowing,” 
Gavena says proudly but admits she has 
little knowledge about the modern rice 
technology her grandson is using. 

Sudoy’s mother, Julita G. Sudoy 
sweated in rice field as well, and supports 
her son’s decision to embrace farming inno-
vation. “How they improve their planting 
is their means of living,” she said.  

Sudoy has been plowing rice fields 
for almost thirty years now.  At the age of 
48 his farm has grown from one hectare 
to seven. “If there is a farm for sale, I 
will surely buy,” he asserted. His farm is 
big enough that he employs two helpers, 
one carabao and two tractors to keep the 
operation running.  

“When I was young, I really wanted to 
study, but could not afford,” he said, with a 
smile. With the profits from hybrid rice cultiva-
tion, he sends all his four children to school.  

And the benefits of hybrid rice are 
evident around Sudoy’s barangay: new-
ly erected houses, paved roads, newly 
equipped home appliances and cars as well 
as renovated elementary school. 

He and Santo Tomas went on a two-
year “adventure” in Saudi Arabia as over-
seas Filipino workers (OFW) in early 1990s. 
Many of their co-villagers went abroad as 
well. But Sudoy says gains abroad were 
far less than that from hybrid cultivation. 
Seeing the benefits of the new rice variety, 
his co-villagers “swarmed back home”. 

Sudoy recalled his cousin, the other 
owner of the paddy near their houses, once 
said “there was no progress in field” because 
farmers abandoned their paddies and went 
abroad to earn a living. With the introduction 
of hybrid rice, Sudoy beamed: “now, he has 
seen that the progress is still in the farm.”  I

(Jie Xian holds a BA in Philippine Lan-
guage and Culture at Peking University 
and currently heads the Filipino Service of 
China Radio International in Beijing. She 
wrote this story during her studies for MA 
in Journalism at Konrad Adenauer Asian 
Center for Journalism at the Ateneo de 
Manila University.)

Hybrid Rice, A New Hope Towards A Bountiful Philippines
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Sudoy with wife Nora Sudoy and youngest daughter Araflor Sudoy inside a classroom of Mabini Elementary School where the wife teaches Grade 1 
and daughter studies in Grade 3.  
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Twin poisons:  mercury and a coal burning plant
By Fr. Shay Cullen

When Joseph Artemio, a poor 
fisherman living on the shore 
of Subic Bay in the Philippines 

pulled-in his net from the murky waters 
of the bay, he found a few small fish not 
enough to feed his family of six chil-
dren living in a hovel along the garbage 
strewn beach. But besides hunger and 
malnutrition, any of his children could 
face a severe disease and deformity from 
mercury poisoning.

This week, experts from an envi-
ronmental scientific research company, 
Berkman Group, contracted by the Subic 
Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), 
conducting research into the status of 
the water and sediments of the bay, was 
shocked to find high concentrations of the 
deadly element “mercury” in the sediment 
and the bottom feeding fish. More research 
findings are due out shortly and feared to 
be as equally disturbing.

The more than hundred-year pres-
ence of US military in Subic Bay from 
1898 to 1992 could be the source of 
the mercury and other heavy metals, 
researchers say. The military base was 
closed and converted into the Subic 
Bay Freeport Zone after a long ten-year 
campaign led by the Preda Foundation, 
a child rights organization, together 
with the Anti-nuclear coalition, led by 
Professor Roland Simbulan. Subic Bay 
cannot endure more pollution and con-
tamination, concerned SBMA officials 
say. This level of contamination could 
be enough to prompt a ban on fishing.

The research, the first of its kind, is 
to determine the environmental state of 
Subic Bay and to test if the bay has any 
capacity left to endure and carry any more 
pollution because of a proposed coal fired 
terminal power plant that the SBMA says 
should not go ahead. Campaigners are 
appealing to President Aquino to relocate 
it elsewhere.

The presence of other heavy metals 
has been indicated but more sophisti-
cated scientific instruments are needed 
to determine their exact identity and level 
of concentration. The initial finding of 
mercury contamination is alarming since 
coal fired power plants are notorious for 
spewing out mercury into the atmosphere 
and contaminating the waters that they 
depend on for cooling.

Subic Bay cannot pos-
sibly sustain any more such 
contamination, experts say. 
They fear that the poison-
spewing coal burning plant 
will add more contamination 
and drive away property de-
velopers, tourists and cause 
untold health problems. Des-
perate to reverse the almost 
total absence of public and 
social acceptability, (a key 
requirement to get all impor-
tant Environmental Clear-
ance Certificate (ECC) ), 
the company has resorted to 
“hakot” tactics.

To achieve the re-
quired social acceptability, 
the company behind the 
pollution-prone coal plant, 
RP Energy, (composed of 
Meralco, Aboitiz and a Tai-
wanese partner), allegedly 
paid for transportation, gave 
free meals and a day out for 
about 5000 people last 26 
June at a convention center. 
But the event was joined by 
campaigners opposing the 
plant. With the slogans “No 
to Coal”, “Yes to Renewable 
Energy”, the campaigners, led by Alex 
Corpus Hermoso, claimed that many of 
the people thought they were going to a 
concert to see movie stars. Instead they 
heard lectures on how clean was coal.

During the gathering, the Zam-
bales Provincial Vice Governor, Ramon 
Lacbain, made a speech saying the coal 
burning plant will end tourism in Zambales 
and Subic Bay. The campaigners have 
succeeded in getting a Supreme Court 
environmental protection order, Writ of 
Kalikasan, to uphold their rights for an 
environment free of dangerous coal plant.

Another alleged tactic decried by the 
“No to Coal, Yes to Renewable Energy” 
campaigners as an insidious propaganda 
is the so-called environmental education 
of elementary school children to so-called 
“Clean Coal’, which does not exist . How-
ever, for the RP Energy propagandists, it 
does and allegedly they show the children, 
a piece of washed coal and tell them to 
tell their parents that coal is clean and 
safe and gives them a brochure to bring 
home. This causes conflict in the family, 
campaigners say.

Coal burning power stations have 
a negative impact on the local environ-
ment, air quality and add mightily to 
the global volume of green house gas-
ses that is causing the earth to warm 
up. Climate change is with us to stay 
and more frequent and severe storms 
and floods will be with us for a long 
time to come unless we phase out these 
disastrous sources of electricity and 
turn to wind power, sun power, and 
geothermal power.

The Philippines has an abundance of 
geothermal power sources because of the 
volcanic nature of the country. But the 
energy czars and politicians bypass it in 
favor of coal plants because there is more 
money in coal.

Sadly, greed is the driving force 
behind it all. Instead of caring for the 
beauty and integrity of creation and these 
beautiful islands, the corporate greed is 
damaging the air we breathe and water 
we drink. These are God’s environmental 
gifts, protecting them is to protect life and 
that ought to be top of our concern and 
interests.  I
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Since its enactment with RA 9490 
in 2007, and amendment via RA 
10083 in 2010, the Aurora Pacific 

Economic Zone & Freeport Authority 
(APECO) has been hailed as a harbinger 
of development to the Northeastern Phil-
ippines, a boost to the poverty-alleviation 
prospects of Casiguran’s townsfolk, and a 
premium investment hub for on-looking 
transnational locators. Each of these are 
highly debatable in their own right— but 
no less contentious are the irregularities 
that have surrounded the delivery of the 
ecozone’s subprojects over the past five 
years.

From “ghost projects” to fish cage 
flops to the omnipresent risk of soil 
liquefaction on the ecozone’s corporate 
campus, a disconcerting range of anoma-
lies await those who probe into the reality 
past APECO’s beaming rhetoric. The 
matrix below presents just a sampling 
of an entire continuum of anomalous 
ventures— spanning the most recent (the 
San Idelfonso core housing subproject) 
to some of the most alarming (the P120-
million purchase of a logging conces-
sionaires’ IFMA rights).

Rather than continuing to fund those 
behind with the making of these ques-

tionable subprojects with public money, 
policymakers would be well-advised to 
drastically reassess APECO’s current 
plans and actions. Rather than serving as 
purveyors of “development”, APECO, in 
reality, may merely be opening up a new 
gamut of perils for the whole of Aurora.

(Note: The matrix below was constructed 
from a variety of government agency re-
ports, news articles and Senate committee 
transcripts, and was complemented by field 
research in Casiguran in February, April 
and July 2012 by Task Force Anti-APECO 
and PIGLASCA.)

The Aurora Ecozone record: a disgrace to the 'daang matuwid'
Factsheet— Task Force Anti-APECO— September 10, 2012

Subproject Approximate Value Expressed Objective Anomalies

San Idelfonso 
Core Housing 
Subproject

P35,000,000 • An initiative creating a series of 
Multi-Purpose Buildings in Sitio 
Disigisaw and Sitio Dalugan in 
Brgy. San Idelfonso, and Sitio 
Dimagipo in Brgy. Cozo
• The subproject’s funding most-
ly derived from DPWH and from 
congressional funds of the lone 
district of Aurora
• According to local testimonies, 
the subproject was promoted 
among Agta’s communities by 
APECO-linked figures as an ini-
tiative for drumming up support 
among Casiguran’s IPs

• The multi-purpose buildings proposed in the original 
DPWH documents were never built; instead, 45 relo-
cation homes for Casiguran Agtas were constructed 
in Sitios Disigisaw, Dalugan and Dimagipo
• The relocation homes were all constructed without 
prior studies, municipal consultations, LGU permits, 
and clear contracts with future beneficiaries leading 
them to be described as “ghost projects” by Casiguran 
Mayor Reynaldo Bitong in a May 6, 2012 letter to the 
DPWH regional director
• Most units were constructed with highly substandard 
materials and methods throughout a period of con-
secutive delays; most interviewed occupants have 
expressed much dissatisfaction with the quality of the 
core houses and their construction process behind them
•According to occupants’ testimonies, the actual con-
struction costs of the units ranged between P70,000 
to P150,000

▪ This implies that a maximum total of P6,750,000 in 
construction costs was spent— or at least P28,250,000 
in still unaccounted funds (the official records of DPWH 
show that around P35-million was spent)
•The relocation homes in Sitio Disigisaw were built 
on terrain already covered by land declarations of 
Casiguran farmers, and in direct proximity to landslide 
prone areas, thus exposing the very homeowners 
residing in them to unnecessary geo-hazards

Calabgan River 
Flood Control
Project

P30,000,000 •A flood control project involv-
ing the intensive quarrying and 
dredging of the Calabgan river,   
in relative proximity to the en-
compassed areas of APECO 
and the DENR-protected Calab-
gan Watershed Reserve
• The project’s funding was 
mainly sourced from Aurora 
office of DPWH
• While the project was not 
directly linked to APECO, the 
project provided construction 
materials for the ecozone’s
corporate campus and airstrip

• The project was widely accused by Casiguran resi-
dents of having bypassed proper procedures laid out 
in the Local Government Code:

▪ No prior consultations were carried out with the 
local government and sectoral groups

▪ No environmental impact and other studies had 
first been conducted

▪ No Notice of Agreement and Notice to Proceed
had been secured
• The initiation of the project was directly opposed by 
Casiguran Mayor Reynaldo Bitong in a letter dated 
January 5, 2010 due to the implementation of the 
project without the knowledge of local authorities, 
and due to its harbouring an unsigned and undated 
Program of Works
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• Both Bitong and local residents alleged that the 
P30-million budget of the flood control project was 
out of odds with its actual expenditures, leading to 
suspicions that funds had been leaked out for elec-
tion financing purposes in the May 2010 elections
• The dredging of the flood control project visibly 
altered groundwater movements and accelerated 
riverside soil erosion— leading to the drying-up of 
potable water and irrigation outlets in Brgy. Esteves 
and Dibet, and the partial destruction of coconut 
plantations in Brgy. Bianoan and Esteves
• The quarried stones of the Calabgan river were 
transported to the APECO airstrip to provide material 
for the construction for the ecozone airport

▪ Ironically, their mass removal by the project 
dredging team ultimately aggravated the dangers of 
flooding in the Calabgan river rather than preventing 
it, as was originally intended

Casiguran 
Mariculture 
Park Project

P10,000,000 • A mariculture project aiming 
to put up a maximum of 32 fish 
cages spanning more than 300 
hectares in the Casiguran bay 
for cultivating milkfish (“bangus”)
•The project was initiated by 
DA-BFAR in February 2011, 
and sponsored by the APECO 
authority, for mainly benefitting 
small fishers and indigenous 
peoples in Casiguran

• The establishment of the mariculture park was 
strongly opposed by local Baranggay Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources Management Councils, led by 
fisherfolk leaders Marlon Angara and Pedro Calivara 
for two reasons:

▪ The actual use of the DA-BFAR fish cages would 
first require the payment of rental costs of P15,000 by 
the intended beneficiaries per season— likely driving 
them into indebtedness over time

▪ The record of mariculture/aquaculture fish cage 
practices in places like Taal lake, as documented by 
groups like the Philippine Center for Investigative 
Journalism, have led to the high pollution and even 
poisoning of surrounding waters

▪This has spurred concerns that, along with APECO’s 
future port operations, the DA-BFAR project would ad-
versely affect the Casiguran bay’s native marine species 
(ex. Whale Sharks, Blue Fin Tuna, Dolphins, Pawikan)
•The fish cages proved extremely vulnerable to surges 
and rough waters triggered in the Casiguran bay area 
during tropical storms— during typhoon Pedring in 
September 2011, the cages were damaged and have 
since fallen into relative disuse
•Upon the resignation of Roberto Mathay as APECO 
President in July 2012, DA-BFAR Director Malcolm 
Sarmiento was installed as the ecozone’s CEO; 
Sarmiento was also a main driver for the creation of 
the Casiguran mariculture park

Eco-Market
Solutions Biomass 
Gasifier Plant

P25,000,000 • A 250,000-KW “green energy” 
project owned and operated 
by Eco-Market Solutions (one 
of APECO’s Filipino investors) 
in Casiguran’s neighbouring 
town of Dinalungan, which has 
been hailed in the media as the 
Philippines’ first biomass gasifier 
powerplant,
• The energy production system 
aims to buy coconut husks, 
coconut fronds and dried wood 
branches from farmers around 
the area— these will be com-
busted to produce electric power

•Against the rhetoric drummed up for it by APECO’s 
publicizers, the power contribution of the biomass gas-
ifier was, in reality, quite minor compared to the capacity 
of other power plants around the area operated by the 
Aurora Electric Cooperative, Inc, (around 1.5 MW)
• Despite its labelling as a form of “green energy”, 
biomass gasification has been highly contested as 
a “carbon neutral” energy source

▪ Various scientific reports (ex. from the Washington-
based Environmental Working Group) have documented 
that CO2 emissions from biomass per unit of energy are 
approximately 1.5x and 3-4x higher than emissions from 
coal and natural gas respectively, due to the very low 
energy density of plant biomass compared to fossil fuels
• The establishment of the EMS Biomass Gasifier, 
like most other APECO subprojects, did not pass 
through proper procedures 

▪ No environmental compliance certificate and 
no permit to operate were initially secured by EMS

Subproject Approximate Value Expressed Objective Anomalies

Aurora Ecozone
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• Unbeknownst to most, the EMS Biomass Gasifier 
operated for only one day in March 2012— the genera-
tor of the power plant exploded soon after beginning 
operations and remains unused until the present
• EMS founder Robert Mathay served as APECO 
President and CEO from February 2011 until July 2012

▪ His resignation was done reportedly amidst inter-
nal rifts among APECO’s proponents about the EMS’ 
decision to locate the biomass plant in Dinalungan, 
rather than in the APECO area itself

Purchasing of IDC 
IFMA Rights

P120,000,000 • Since 2010, APECO has 
paid Industries Development 
Corporation (a local logging 
concessionaire and wood prod-
ucts developer) a total sum of 
around P120-million in alleged 
exchange for its IFMA rights over 
the San Idelfonso rainforests
• APECO has generally sup-
ported IDC’s overall operations 
(its first locator) since its incep-
tion: in 2008, the two entities 
inked MOU’s for the creation 
of a “furniture village” and a 
200-hectare mulberry plantation 
in the ecozone

• APECO’s recognition of IDC’s IFMA rights has come 
at the total expense of the struggle of the Casiguran 
Agta’s for the recognition of their ancestral domains, 
and who have pressed for CADT’s since the passage 
of the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act in 1997

▪ According to the Agta communities of San Idelfonso, 
APECO’s decision to pay P120-million to IDC is a far 
more costly— not to mention, unjust— way of settling 
the issue of land rights in the Peninsula, as opposed 
to firmly supporting long-delayed and underfunded 
ancestral domain titling operations that the regional 
NCIP office has been conducting since August 2008

▪ The IP’s land claims in Casiguran have been 
acknowledged by the town government since Janu-
ary 15, 2000, when then-Mayor Jeremias Esteves 
formally recognized a Notice of Ancestral Domain 
Title at the request of the local NCIP office

▪  There remains the open question of whether 
the appropriate taxes have been paid by either IDC 
or APECO to the Philippine government for the pur-
chasing of the IDC IFMA Rights

▪ There is little public indication at present that this 
has been done, highlighting the more general lack of 
transparency in APECO’s transactions
• While APECO claims that its buying of IDC’s timber 
rights are meant to benefit the Agtas, its methods 
have shown otherwise:

▪  No Free, Prior and Informed Consent was ever 
secured with all the San

Idelfonso tribes of the Agta’s living before the deci-
sion to recompense the logging company was made

▪  This very fact has been acknowledged by two of 
APECO’s own proponents: Aurora Rep. Juan Edgardo An-
gara and APECO Deputy Administrator Ramon Fernando
•Even with APECO’s support, IDC has continued to 
engage in a number of reprehensible actions:

▪ On November 2010, members of the Dibacong 
Farmers & Irrigators Association caught IDC contractors/
haullers illegally logging the Amro Watershed Reserve 
in Brgy. Dibacong, Casiguran in direct contravention to 
DMC 2008-03, which prohibits the commercial cutting 
of natural forests in the entire province of Aurora

▪  Up to the present, the Agta tribes of San Idelfonso have 
not yet been honoured with any royalty payments from the 
IDC whatsoever for the logging operations it has conducted 
in the Peninula; separate letters from tribal elders have been 
sent to the company on this matter on December 2011 and 
March 2012, but no reply has been forthcoming from IDC

▪  Agta communities from the neighbouring towns 
of Dilasag and Dinalungan have also complained 
to the regional NCIP office of not having received 
promised benefits and royalty payments from IDC: the 
IP’s share of royalties from 2008 until January 2011 
has not yet been paid, a proposed housing project 
was not implemented, and promised educational as-
sistance for Agta children was discontinued in 2009.

Subproject Approximate Value Expressed Objective Anomalies

NASSA Files
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Youth is the solution, not the problem – CBCP head
MANILA, Sept. 1, 2012—Archbishop 
Jose Palma has delivered a sermon against 
President Benigno Aquino III’s population 
control agenda in front of hundreds of 
Catholic educators.

Palma, Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of the Philippines president, said that 
young people should be recognized as 
a positive force for economic and social 
development, not exclusively as a problem 
to be solved.

The archbishop said he was disap-
pointed upon hearing that Aquino’s 
solution to poverty and backlogs in 
education like the lack of classrooms 
and text books was to control the number 
of students.

“In education, we give premium to 
the youth because they are rich… perhaps, 
at present, not so much economically but 
given time and in the future certainly they 
are our best asset,” Palma said.

“That is why I felt sad when the 
administration would consider it a big 
problem that we have many students. I 
thought we believe that they are not a 
big problem because we see in them the 
solution,” he said.

The CBCP head made the statement 
yesterday during a Mass, ending the three-

Relatives of 17 jailed Christians go on pilgrimage for their freedom
HANOI, Vietnam, Sept. 3, 2012―Par-
ents and friends of 17 Catholics and 
Protesters in prison for more than a 
year on account of their religion and 
conscience are on a “freedom march” to 
get them released. On their way however, 
they met with police repression. Still, 
they were able to turn their trip into a 
pilgrimage, visiting holy sites, monas-
teries and places of worship targeted by 
government repression, including Thai 
Ha parish in the capital Hanoi.

Between 24 and 28 August, some 30 
Christian families related to activists and 
intellectuals on trial travelled to Hanoi 
on foot. In the capital, they marched 
through the streets carrying banners that 
said: “Vietnamese authorities, release the 
innocent youth,” “My boy is innocent,” 
or “My brother is innocent.” For a year, 
they had appealed and pleaded with the 
government to free their loved ones in 
jail for their faith or ideas.

The authorities instead responded 
to this peaceful demonstration with 
force. Security forces rounded up the 
marchers and put them in a waiting bus 
to send them back to where they came 
from. They also turned down all petitions 
and prevented a formal complaint from 
being made.

Despite all this, the four-day march 
to Hanoi gave participants an opportunity 
to undertake a special pilgrimage in some 
of the places that symbolize their faith 
and personal freedoms, something the 
Communist regime has too often denied.

On their path, they stopped at the Cis-
tercian monastery of Chau Son. Commu-
nist authorities had it destroyed, forcing its 
residents to flee, but now it is undergoing 
restoration. Marchers also halted at Thai 
Ha parish in Hanoi to give offerings and 
prayers. For years now, the latter has been 
the target of government attacks.

On 28 August, the group took part 

in the Eucharistic adoration at Trai Gao 
shrine, Vinh diocese, followed by Mass 
and a special prayer for the 17 jailed 
Christians.

“Our sons and brothers are good 
Catholic and good citizens in a society 
that is going through special times,” said 
Fr. Anthony during the homily. “The 
government cannot act this way forever.”

In the past few days, a dozen NGOs 
have sent a letter to the government 
demanding the release of the prisoners.

The 17 prisoners of conscience are: 
Peter Hồ Đức Hòa, John Nguyễn Văn 
Duyệt, John Nguyễn Văn Oai, Paul Hồ 
Văn Oanh, Paulus Lê Sơn, Paul Trần 
Minh Nhật, Peter Nguyễn Xuân Oanh, 
Peter Nguyễn Đình Cương, Francis 
Xavier Đặng Xuân Diệu, Anthony Đậu 
Văn Vương, Peter Trần Hữu Đức, John 
Thái Văn Dung, Anthony Chu Mạnh Sơn, 
Peter Trần Vũ Anh Bình, Maria Tạ Phong 
Tần and Nông Hùng Anh. (AsiaNews)

day Catholic Education As-
sociation of the Philippines 
(CEAP) Annual Convention 
at the SMX Center in Pasay 
City.

Around 1,500 officials 
of Catholic school from 
across the country attended 
the convention where they 
discussed issues they are 
facing including the RH bill, 
K to 12 program and legal 
concerns affecting private 
education.

Palma also scored the 
mandatory sex education 
provision under the proposed 

Archbishop Jose Palma

reproductive health (RH) bill, which re-
quires a large-scale government funding 
on artificial contraceptives.

“We usually say please more God and 
less sex in the sense of you know… we 
know how many (people) would like to 
introduce sex education as early as Grade 4 
or whatever. We thought of why not Word 
of God,” he said.

The archbishop of Cebu also empha-
sized the purpose of Catholic education 
which is to evangelize and the formation 
of the young generation.

“I also would like to underline that it is 
important to remember that the education 
we give is not just information but above 
all, formation. It is in this regard that even 
doctrines of the Catholic education would 
tell us that the role of the teachers is indeed 
important,” added Palma.

“May all schools, as well, help mold 
people to become truly people of great 
faith and people who will become assets 
to the community and saints in the future 
because we are there to journey with them,” 
he said. (RL/CBCPNews)
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Academic freedom not absolute – Archbishop
MANILA, Sept. 3, 2012—Academic 
freedom is not absolute when matters 
of faith and morals are at stake, a former 
head of the Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence of the Philippines said.

Retired Archbishop Oscar Cruz of 
Lingayen-Dagupan said that such free-
dom is not unlimited especially when 
certain viewpoints already contradict 
explicit principles of Catholic faith 
and morals.

“Let it be also said that aca-
demic freedom is applicable to 
philosophy and ethics – among other 
scholastic matters – not to faith and 

morals,” said Cruz, former CBCP 
president.

According to him, every educa-
tional institution has an identity and 
mission to which it must uphold par-
ticularly the Catholic schools.

Cruz made the statement amid 
claims that the position made by several 
professors of the Ateneo De Manila 
University in favoring the reproductive 
health (RH) bill is a matter of academic 
freedom.

The Jesuits, which run the univer-
sity, reiterated that they are one with 
the CBCP in fighting the RH bill and 

encouraged dialogue among members 
of the Ateneo community and the 
Church officials.

The Catholic Educational Asso-
ciation of the Philippines (CEAP), 
the umbrella organization of Catholic 
schools in the country, also said they 
will actively campaign in blocking the 
passage of the bill.

Last week, Senator Miriam De-
fensor-Santiago, the author of the 
RH bill in the senate, defended the 
Ateneo professors, saying academic 
freedom is a “Constitutional right”. 
(RL/CBCPNews)
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WWF: tens of millions of people at risk 
from Mekong dams

VIENTIANE, Laos,  Sept. 1, 2012―The 
series of dams being planned along the 
Mekong river, if built in the near future, 
are likely to harm fishing and irreparably 
distort the distribution of land. The ten 
plants for the production of electricity 
along the main river could threaten the 
survival of tens of millions of people―in 
Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam―
who rely on fishing (for proteins contained 
in meat) and agriculture for the supply 
of food and their livelihood. These are 
the findings of a joint study prepared by 
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the 
Australian National University, recently 
reported by Radio Free Asia (RFA).

Among the major causes of alarm is 
the continuation of the construction of the 
Xayaburi dam in Lao territory, in spite of 
the decision taken by the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Mekong River (MRC) calling 
for a halt to construction, in view of more 
in-depth studies and analysis.

According to the original plans, by 
2030 there will be 11 stations on the main 
bed of the river and 77 others throughout 
the basin affected by its waters, which are 
home―for now―to at least 850 different 
species of fish. It is one of the most complex 
and delicate environmental ecosystems. If 
the plans for the construction of 11 dams 
are completed, the study reveals, fish will 
be reduced by 16% and losses will amount 
to around 500 million dollars per year, a 

figure that implies collapse of about 38% if 
all 88 will be built for the fishing industry.

With regard to the land, over 24 
thousand square miles will be needed to 
complete the projects; land that was previ-
ously used for sheep farming, the demand 
for water for agriculture and livestock―it is 
no longer possible to go fishing―will suffer 
variables increases of 6 to 17%. However, 
the final cost for two poor nations such as 
Cambodia and Laos will be much higher.

The WWF calls on the nations of 

the lower Mekong to postpone any deci-
sion relating to the construction of dams 
for at least 10 years, to allow new, more 
detailed studies. Experts also suggest―if 
necessary―to build power plants on the 
tributaries of the river, in order to reduce 
the environmental impact. In recent days, 
the Cambodian government has created an 
area of 180 km along the river where fish-
ing is prohibited, to protect the ecosystem 
of freshwater dolphin, a species threatened 
with extinction. (AsiaNews / Agencies)
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Vietnamese markets flooded with cancer-causing food from China
HANOI, Vietnam, Aug. 30, 2012―Hun-
dreds of thousands of tonnes of food 
cross from China into Vietnam for sale in 
local markets. A lot of it is adulterated or 
containing cancer-causing agents, kept in 
toxic plastic bags or stored without any 
concern for minimum hygienic stan-
dards or health safety regulations. This 
has been made easier by widespread 
corruption among Vietnamese border 
agents, who allow illegal shipments 
to enter the country in exchanges for 
bribes despite the risks to public health. 
In fact, the number of cancer cases 
related to food and drinks has jumped 
exponentially.

Each year, some 300,000 new cases 
of cancer are recorded in Vietnam; 60 
per cent end in death. Most of them are 
linked to toxic or badly preserved food. 
Food poisoning is also commonplace. Last 
week for instance, five people, all members 
of ethnic minorities, were poisoned from 
eating food imported from China. A five-
year-old child died.

The border post in Lao Cai is one 

of the hubs for the underground trade. 
Recently, the authorities found that “five 
times the quantity of grapes allowed” came 
from China through the post-all sold in 
Vietnamese markets with US brand names.

Local sources said that quantities of 
the famous Red Apple of Yantai, Shandong, 
were found wrapped in toxic bags.

Food products made in China like 
dried fruits (peaches, apricots and apples) 
are sold with “three times the level of 
additives permitted,” which can cause 
cancer; additives like saccharin, sodium 
cyclamate, carmine, amaranth and sulphur 
dioxide.

About “80 per cent of dried fruit 
comes China,” said Ms. Minh, a merchant 
in Hanoi's Dong Xuan market. China 
monopolizes sales because its “prices are 
30 to 50 lower” compared to Vietnamese 
products. It is a flourishing business even 
though everyone knows that they are 
“dangerous products.”

Food safety experts told AsiaNews 
that “many products sold in Vietnam do not 
have a clear point of origin” and are “with-

out safety 
w a r r a n -
t i e s . ” 
Tonnes of 
melamine-
t a i n t e d 
milk (a 
s c a n d a l 
that was 
m a j o r 
news in 
C h i n a ) , 
poisoned 
food, pesticides in crops and toxic bags 
are but some examples.	

However, Vietnamese authorities 
are hard pressed to stop the flow because 
of widespread corruption at border posts 
among customs officials who turn a blind 
eye in exchange for money. By contrast, 
China has effectively barred Vietnam-
ese products from its domestic markets 
because of ongoing trade disputes with 
its southern neighbour. The main victim 
in all of this is the people of Vietnam. 
(AsiaNews)
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Muslim activist helps minority Shias in 
East Java victims of  Sunni violence

JAKARTA, Indonesia, Aug. 31, 2012―
Scores of Shias are missing and hundreds 
more need a refuge and basic necessities, 
which the government is slow to provide, 
said Aan Anshori, president of the Islamic 
Network of Anti-Discrimination (JIAD). 
Speaking to AsiaNews from Surabaya, East 
Java, he said that Sunnis and Shias were 
involved in sectarian violence and that 
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and 
his administration were proving incapable 
of dealing with an increasingly critical 
situation. The activist explained that scores 
of members of the Shia community had 
disappeared and that those who found 
refuge at an indoor sport stadium were 
“without adequate food and water.”

In recent days, violent clashes broke 
out between majority Sunnis and minority 
Shias, ostensibly in a family feud, in the 
world's largest Muslim nation. Officially, 
two people are dead (not four as was first 
thought) and eight are seriously wounded. 
About 40 homes owned by Shia families 
were destroyed.

“What is urgently needed here is medi-
cal treatment” for refugees, “including 
some medical care for trauma patients,” 

Mr. Anshori said. In addition, at least 70 
Shia families or 278 people are living in 
shelters. They need, however, food and 
proper accommodations.

JIAD has been helping them. Youth 
members of Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) are as-
sisting the organization, as are members of 
other groups, like Stara Muda, GusDurian 
Jombang, Prasasti and the Interfaith Forum 
in Jombang.

Meanwhile, the government is trying 

to downplay the extent of the violence 
between the two Muslim groups. But 
predominantly Shia Iran has offered help 
to fellow Shias in Indonesia.

For his part, Indonesian Religious 
Affairs Minister Suryadharma Ali insisted 
that the clashes in Sampang are not con-
fessional in nature, but a “family feud.” 
Interior Minister Gamawan Fauzi agrees. 
In his view, recent events are nothing but 
an “ordinary crime.” (AsiaNews)
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Disaster Preparedness 
in 2012The aftershocks from 7.9 (Richter) 

quake of August 31, 2012 are 
still being felt in my little town by 
the Pacific as I write this piece: a 
hundred ninety three aftershocks 
now, according to Director Renato 
Solidum of the Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and Seismology 
(Phivolcs).

What scared some ten million 
people in the coastal provinces 
of Eastern Philippines facing Big 
Ocean was the Tsunami alert that 
followed the quake and has not 
been lifted up to now, days later, 
prudently. 

Who on Earth was better 
prepared to deal with natural 
disasters than Japan? Yet we all 
saw how minimally effective it all 
went for our northern neighbor a 
few years ago. Things only got 
more complicated for their hav-
ing hosted nuclear power plants 
that could not remain safe from 
nature’s onslaught.

Solidum said the disaster of 
September 1st could have been 
catastrophic were it not for a merciful 
miracle happening—with “ scientific 
explanations”, he rushed to add. 
The earthquake packed energy 
“equivalent to 32 Hiroshima atomic 
bombs,” but a combination of factors 
spared the Filipinos destruction from 
this big one. 1

He said that the 7.6-magni-
tude quake would have been more 
strongly felt had its epicenter been 
on land or if there was more verti-
cal displacement of ocean water, 
triggering a destructive tsunami, 
as what happened in the Moro 
Gulf quake that killed thousands 
of people in southern Mindanao 
and Sulu in 1976.2 So, the big 
one came and a miracle saved us.
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Disaster Preparedness 
in 2012

By Charles Avila

More than half a century ago the 
popular joke each typhoon sea-
son concerned a congressman’s 

serious habit of rising to file a bill to 
outlaw typhoons. But this was no longer 
a joke lately. Republic Act No. 10121 
of 2010 is law and now provides a legal 
basis for policies, plans and programs to 
deal with disasters, given the heavy toll 
in economic and human life losses that 
disasters bring in their wake.

The law acknowledges the need to 
“adopt a disaster risk reduction and 
management (DRRM) approach that is 
holistic, comprehensive, integrated, and 
proactive in lessening the socio-economic 
and environmental impacts of disasters 
including climate change, and promote 
the involvement and participation of all 
sectors and all stakeholders concerned, 
at all levels, especially the local com-
munity.”

 	By law, the Office of Civil Defense 
formulates and implements the NDRRMP 

(National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Program) and ensures that 
the physical framework, social, economic 
and environmental plans of communities, 
cities, municipalities and provinces are 
consistent with such plan in addition, of 
course, to being quite dependent on these 
local plans and resources in the first place. 

So, the law need not be toothless, 
as its vision does not hang in the air but 
touches ground with the provision of 
a concrete administrative mechanism 
for implementing an agreed-on over-all 
plan. There is a national-local chain of 
councils that contribute to and are aligned 
with each other in implementing doable, 
fundable, high impact, interconnected/
interdependent, and sustainable projects. 

Of course, the first most important 
question concerns funding—is there any 
funding for the program, and where do 
the funds come from, with what velocity?

Well, funds can be tapped from the 
General Appropriations Act (GAA)—

through the existing budgets of the 
national line and government agencies; 
the National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
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Management Fund (NDRRMF); the Local 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Fund (LDRRMF); the Priority Develop-
ment Assistance Fund (PDAF); Donor 
Funds; Adaptation and Risk Financing; 
and the Disaster Management Assistance 
Fund (DMAF). These are funds that can 
be released immediately and without 
corruption (almost) if PNoy and DBM’s 
Abad so desire.

 	Aside from these fund sources, the 
NDRRMP will also tap into non-monetary 
resources such as community-based good 
practices for replication and scaling up; 
indigenous practices on DRRM; Public-
Private-Partnerships; and networks of key 
stakeholders.

Over-all, then, there ought not to 
be any scarcity of funds for disaster-
preparedness. 

What is the basis and vision of Plan 
2011-2028 (spanning, like the new Chief 
Justice’s tenure, three presidential terms)? 

In any disaster area today, the govern-
ment’s overall vision is “safer, adaptive 
and disaster-resilient Filipino communi-
ties toward sustainable development.” 
It is quite a mouthful. It is supposed to 
convey a paradigm shift from reactive 
to proactive DRRM wherein men and 
women have increased their awareness 

or understanding of DRRM with the end 
in view of increasing people’s resilience 
and decreasing their vulnerabilities. 

So, the focus is not on physical in-
frastructure alone (which the government 
should be doing) but on an enlightened 
people who understand how things can go 
wrong and who are willing to do some-
thing about it (via a plethora of orientation 
seminars and that sort?), Nonetheless, of 
course, there is no escaping the need for 
appropriate infrastructure and new infra 
and building designs such as the Palafox 
group has been egging the government 
to adopt.

Pointing to this one direction of in-
creasing people’s resilience and decreas-
ing their vulnerabilities, the government 
program embraces four priority inter-
linked areas of action, namely, (1) disaster 
prevention and mitigation; (2) disaster 
preparedness; (3) disaster response; and 
(4) rehabilitation and recovery towards 
the overall goal/vision of disaster risk 
reduction and management. 

In this over-all context, one hears 
talk, for example, of establishment of 
DRRM Training Institutes, setting up of 
local flood early warning systems through 
integrated and sustainable management 
river basins and water sheds—like the 

Cagayan River Basin in Region 2, End-
to-End Early Warning Systems in the 
Provinces of Bulacan, Leyte, Albay, the 
Municipalities of Kitcharao and Santiago, 
Agusan del Norte and Butuan City and the 
establishment of local DRRM Councils 
and Offices and their operations centers. 

Following this year’s flood crisis, the 
government upped the budget for flood 
control by 42 percent, to P17.489 billion 
from the year’s program of P12.326 bil-
lion. The DBM said that this will cover the 
Pasig-San Juan-Marikina River System, 
and the National Capital Region. So, we 
are hearing substantial sums following 
the last crisis. 

A budget of P500 million in 2013 is 
proposed for the Department of Science 
and Technology’s National Operational 
Assessment of Hazards, also known 
as Project NOAH. Project NOAH is a 
national forecasting system for rains, 
typhoons, floods, and other natural ca-
lamities, launched just last month.

The common stats3 

Climate change, typhoons and floods
The Philippines, as most people 

know, gets hit an average of twenty times 
or more by dangerous storms from the 
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Pacific Ocean over the eastern seaboard 
yearly with increased flooding from ever 
more powerful typhoons.  

No one forgets Ondoy, one of the most 
devastating typhoons in modern history 
with more than 300,000 people left home-
less.  It does look like climate change is 
dealing island nations the hardest blows. 
And lately we had “Habagat”—which 
was worse. 

Additional calamities can be ex-
pected, according to many scientists and 
experts in world climate change as the 
rise in average ocean levels from global 
warming and the effects of iceberg and 
glacier meltdown continue to grow.  Un-
fortunately, Pacific coastal Philippines is 
once again most at risk.  

Earthquakes
The Philippines is in the middle of 

the most active earthquake zone in the 
world called by many “The Ring of Fire”. 
Worldwide, over the last few decades, 
a marked increase in more powerful 
earthquake activity is painfully obvious, 
with lots of talk about an inevitable up-
heaval, and its unimaginable casualties. 
By Richter scale measurements, the one 
that hit us the other day was a big one that 
could even have become the big one—but, 
miraculously, didn’t.

Who can really understand earth-
quakes and tsunamis? Our planet is alive. 
And its life is characterized by so much 
activity from the inside out.

Volcanoes
There are 37 volcanoes in this ar-

chipelago, of which 18 are still active. 
Most of our 7100 islands are actually of 
volcanic origin.

In June 1991, the powerful Mt. Pina-
tubo volcano that had been inactive for 
more than 600 years produced the second 
largest terrestrial eruption of the 20th 
century. So, some of our volcanoes do 
take time to get worked up while others 
manifest sudden awakenings. 

Roofs collapsed under the weight of 
accumulated and saturated wet ash during 
Pinatubo, killing hundreds of people. We 
did not know quite yet the dynamics of 
weight loading to roofs by this deadly 
mixture. Such knowledge, if we had it 
then, could have quite possibly saved 
hundreds of additional lives.  

Water-related disasters and the need 
for water-based survival training

A nation surrounded by water sees 
many water-related accidents and di-

Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Training Project

By National Secretariat for Social Action

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and the National Secretariat for Social 
Action – Justice and Peace (NASSA-JP) are partnering to train 
Social Action Centers of 15 dioceses and build their capacity in 

emergency response. Launched in 2011, the Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Training Project (EPRT) aims to build on the dioceses’ 
core capacity in emergency project management, needs assessments, 
beneficiary selection, administration, financial management, and ac-
companiment during disasters. Based on their risk to natural disasters, 
the project includes five dioceses and two apostolic vicariates in Luzon, 
four dioceses in Visayas and three in Mindanao. The table below lists 
the dioceses:

MAJOR 
ISLAND 
GROUP

DIOCESE / 
VICARIATE

PROVINCE

Luzon Apostolic Vicariate of Tabuk Kalinga
Apostolic Vicariate of 
Bontoc-Lagawe

Mountain Province 
and Ifugao

Diocese of Baguio Benguet
Diocese of Ilagan Isabela
Diocese of Urdaneta Pangasinan
Diocese of Antipolo Rizal
Diocese of Malolos Bulacan

Visayas Diocese of Catarman Northern Samar
Diocese of Borongan Eastern Samar
Diocese of Palo Leyte
Archdiocese of Capiz Capiz
Diocese of Kabankalan Negros Occidental

Mindanao Diocese of Cotabato Maguindanao
Diocese of Surigao Surigao del Norte
Diocese of Pagadian Zamboanga del Sur

Table 1. Target diocese and vicariates, and corresponding provinces

The Philippines is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the 
world1. With over 7,100 islands in the archipelago, given the scale 
of the disasters and the prevalence of poverty, the challenge of geo-
graphic coverage during disasters often severely hampers emergency 
response. The Church plays a critical role. With over 81% of the popu-
lation Catholic, the Church offers a network of Social Action Centers 
and community-based groups throughout the country, extending even 
to far-flung areas. 
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sasters on a yearly basis.  How many 
thousands of people have been killed by 
ferry and boating accidents in our country?

Bad weather and poor shipping main-
tenance combined with overloading of 
vessels—especially during the Christmas 
season as families return to their villages 
for reunions—and lax enforcement of 
regulations have brought many tragedies. 
to Philippine waters.

The “gospel” of preparedness, accord-
ing to Architect Palafox4

 	Urban planner architect Felino 
“Jun” Palafox, a Director of the Lay 
Society of St.Arnold Janssen, has some 
practical suggestions. Here are a few.

Create an open park area for every 
barangay or city block to serve as both 
a firebreak, and an evacuation center. 
Construct emergency water supply tanks 
near these evacuation sites.

Upgrade local fire stations and co-
ordinate emergency rescue and medical 
aid systems by storing food, water, and 
medical supplies in a central base for 
disaster prevention.

Improve waterways, creeks, canals, 

rivers, and lakes, to control the flow of 
rainwater, mud, and garbage.

Promote local disaster drills and 
see that disaster preparedness is taught 
in schools. Designate local leaders in 
barangays, towns, and cities to create 
citizens’ awareness of the importance of 
disaster prevention.

Review and upgrade the existing laws 
and regulations to prevent fires in high-
rise buildings. Install rainwater storage 
tanks in factories and schools.

Set up disaster prevention centers 
to educate the public and publish hazard 
maps which indicate potential earthquake 
areas.

In the long term, as a line of defense 
against flooding, reforest hills and moun-
tainsides and plant more trees in urban 
areas. Construct safe buildings that are 
both flood proof and fireproof. The tech-
nology exists. It is a question of public 
awareness and public demand.

The idea of creating open spaces to 
prevent fires from spreading and serve 
as evacuation centers has been adopted 
by the city of Manila. The Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority (MMDA) 

has already identified open spaces suitable 
for evacuation centers, and it is also ex-
panding the training program for disaster 
relief volunteers, from the current 700 
volunteers to 3,000.

Monorails, walkways5

Because San Juan, like Marikina and 
many other places in Metro, gets flooded 
during heavy rains, when the San Juan 
River overflows, and the floods are high, 
urban planner Jun Palafox proposes new 
building designs.

He says an elevated covered walkway 
should connect establishments, and there 
should also be a monorail system, way 
above the highest flood water level.

“May mobility pa rin, accessibility sa 
mga nababaha. This is not new, kasi like 
sa Venice, Italy, maski nagbabaha madam-
ing tourists kasi they have interconnected 
walkways,” said Palafox.

Palafox said the local government can 
make a flood overlay zoning to determine 
which areas are most prone to flooding. To 
make sure residents are safe, Palafox says 
there should be a special building code 
when constructing in flood-prone areas,  
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The Catholic Church in the Philippines responds to the needs of 
disaster-affected population through its Diocesan Social Action Centers 
(DSACs). The Church often provides assistance in the form of food and 
non-food items, evacuation centers, transitional and permanent shelters, 
among others. Support is often channeled and coordinated through the 
National Secretariat for Social Action – Justice and Peace (NASSA-JP)—
the national social action arm of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP). Capitalizing on its Caritas network, local volunteers 
and linkage with other international partners for financial and technical 
assistance, NASSA-JP has had a long experience in providing emergency 
relief and shelter assistance after natural disasters.  

NASSA-JP coordinates emergency efforts at the local levels through 
Diocesan Social Action Centers (DSACs). Currently, there are 85 DSACs 
throughout the Philippines. The DSACs, in turn, coordinate efforts in 
their respective territories through Parish SACs and parish-based Basic 
Ecclesial Communities (BECs). This network setup provides NASSA with 
a grassroots dimension that has strong potential to assess and respond 
to emergencies quickly, efficiently and timely. 

The three-year capacity training project will run from September 2011 
to September 2014 carrying out seven basic training modules:

1) Finance and administration
2) Introduction to situation / needs assessments, design, planning and 
implementation of    emergency response projects
3) Sphere Standards (with overview of WASH, food, NFI, health/nutrition, 
and shelter) and local    laws
4) Problem analysis and project design
5) Office setup, fundraising and resource mobilization
6) Logistics management and distribution
7) Monitoring and Evaluation I
_________
1 The World Bank (2005). Natural Disaster Risk Management in the Philippines: Enhancing Poverty 
Alleviation Through Disaster Reduction. www.worldbank.org

and homes there should be remodeled.
"Let’s say every year binabaha, do-

ing nothing is no longer an option. Do 
something and you have several alterna-
tives," he said. Palafox says homes in 
flood-prone areas should have stilts and 
at the very least, be 2 to 3-storeys high. 
The bedrooms should be at the floor above 
the highest flood line and there should be 
an emergency exit to the roof. 

Constructive critic criticized6

Philvocs officials had been saying 
after the 8.9 (Richter) quake in Japan 
that the Philippines was already due for 
the “big one.”  

They said that a magnitude 7 or so 
could hit the Philippines.  Strong shaking 
of the earth and tsunami are two things 
that could bring devastation, but fire and 
damaged infrastructures would paralyze 
the nation and bring death.

Felino Palafox Jr. had cited many 
studies made by Japan and the US as 
to the extent of damage that the county 
could have should a magnitude 7 earth-
quake hit the metropolis—studies that 
frankly painted an apocalypse for the 
Philippines.

However, presidential mouthpiece 
Abigail Valte preferred to shoot down the 
pronouncements made by the renowned 
urban planner, saying that he should rather 
stop infusing fear and panic among the 
people.  She said he should just submit 
his proposals to the government instead 
of being all over radio and TV. Palafox, 
however, was quick also to point out 
that he had been coordinating with the 
previous presidents up to the present one 
about issues on the country’s readiness 
regarding an occurrence of a monstrous 
earthquake.  And everything was provided 
with official documents citing and prov-
ing that the government was the one who 
was sleeping on its watch—including the 
present administration. I

––––––––––
1 The Philippine Daily Inquirer, September 2, 2012 issue
2 ibid.
3 Clark Subic Marketing http://www.clarksubicmarketing.
com/special_events/disaster_preparedness_seminar_phil-
ippines.html
 4cf Beth Day Romulo, http://www.mb.com.ph/node/311762/
di
 5Jing Castaneda, ABS-CBN N ews, http://www.abs-
cbnnews.com/anc/08/14/12/palafox-eyes-monorails-
walkways-beat-floods
6Commentaries, http://www.pinoysoundingboard.
com/2011/03/is-the-philippines-ready-for-a-magnitude-
8-earthquake-and-monstrous-tsunami/
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Dissent in the Church

By Fr. Roy Cimagala

We should not be too surprised why 
we have dissent and dissenters 
within the Church. We should, in 

fact, expect it and also be prepared for it. We 
should not lose our charity just because we 
are contradicted. Christ himself, love and 
goodness incarnate, was not spared of this.

He was denied by St. Peter himself, 
betrayed by Judas, rejected by his own 
people, suspected by the leading men of his 
time, and finally crucified by the people he 
came to redeem. Even his apostles would 
miss the point of what he was forcefully 
teaching and showing.

These things can happen to anyone of 
us. As St. John in his gospel would have 
it, “He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not.” (1,11)

Christ had to bear with all of these. 
More, he preached and lived what he 
preached that we have to love our enemies. 
If one strikes you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other. If one takes away your 
coat, let go of it. If one forces you to walk 
one mile, go with him for two.

We have to forgive not only seven 
times, but seventy times seven, meaning, 
always. He tells us to forgive otherwise we 
will not be forgiven ourselves. We should 
remember that all of us are sinners.

This is true loving, the one that comes 
from God and not just our own invention, 
developed simply on our own terms that 
are mainly based on the material, the sen-

sual, the worldly. True loving goes beyond 
these human, natural, not to the mention 
the inhuman and unnatural categories and 
values we are prone to have due to our sin.

Therefore, we should be wary when 
we feel provoked and react to dissenters 
within the Church, in their usual colorful 
ways, by utilizing their own style and 
venom. That would be joining them in 
the gutter, instead of taking them out of it.

What we have to do is to follow the 
advice of St. John of the Cross, who was 
clearly inspired by the example of Christ. 
“Where there is no love, put love and you 
will find love.” We don’t put off fire by 
adding fire. We drench it with water.

This formula never fails. It may take 
time, its effects not immediately seen, but 
it will always work. That’s the reason why 
suffering and sacrifice are unavoidable to a 
person who truly loves God and everybody 
else in obedience to God’s will.

That is why Christ himself told us 
very clearly, “Whoever wishes to come 
after me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake and that of the 
gospel will save it.” (Mk 8,33-35)

Dissent within the ranks is the risk all 
of us, from God down to the last man, take 
because of our freedom. It can be a sign of 
freedom, but not necessarily freedom itself, 
for true freedom is the reciprocal of total 
obedience to God’s will. So, let’s take it 
easy. Let’s just be sport, try our best with 
charity and truth. God is always in control.

What we have to do is, as one saint 
would have it, to drown evil with an 
abundance of good. In our differences and 
conflicts, let’s never burn the lines that 
keep our dialogues and exchanges going. 
If the situation becomes unbearable, let’s 
find ways to seek ways to loosen tension, 
erode division, remove animosities.

Let’s pray hard, be spiritual and su-
pernatural in approach, and then study the 
issues thoroughly. Kindness should not 
supplant competence. We don’t approach 
the issues with reason alone. We need to 
be spiritual and supernatural.

We should have a tight grip on our 
emotions and passions, and drop many 
bombs of goodwill, courtesy and com-
passion.

This is how the conversation gets 
going even if the other party is bent in 
spoiling it. We should be quick to recognize 
the good points these dissenters make, and 
build on them the bridges to reach their 
mind and heart.

In points of conflicts, let’s be clear 
to distinguish between the person and 
the error. We have to learn to be “for-
titer in re, suaviter in modo,” doing 
what is to be done with unflinching 
firmness, but in the most inoffensive 
manner possible.

This will definitely take time and 
oodles of patience. But let’s remember 
that in dealing with Church dissenters, 
it’s not a matter of scoring points but of 
converting them. Obviously with God’s 
grace but also with our utmost effort. I
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Stop Attacking Environmental Defenders

The National Secretariat for So-
cial Action – Justice and Peace 
(NASSA), the social development 

and advocacy arm of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines (CBCP), 
vehemently condemns the latest attack on 
environmental defender and Indigenous 
People (IP) leader, Timuay Lecenio Manda, 
on 4 September 2012 in Bayog, Zamboanga 
Peninsula. The attack on Timuay Manda 
that eventually killed his 11-year-old son, 
Jason Manda, who was with him during 
the incident, is deplorable and inhuman.

Timuay Manda, a strong anti-mining 
advocate, was ambushed by unidentified 
assailants on the road between Conacon 
and Bubuan of Bayog, while he was going 
to school with his son early in the morning.  
He was wounded during the incident, while 
his son died instantly.

We are alarmed with the incident.  We 
believe that the attack is not an isolated one 
and, like other cases of environmental defend-
ers who offered their lives to protect mother 
earth, it merits the immediate action of the 
national government, to stop further violence 
and impunity, especially in areas where the 
environment is under threat by exploitative 
and environmentally-destructive operations 
which are insensitive to people’s right. 

We understand that Timuay Manda is 
only claiming and protecting their rights 

on the ancestral domain of his Subanen 
tribe: he questioned the entry of logging 
and mining operations without Free Prior 
and Informed Consent (FPIC) as required 
under the law; he led his fellow IPs in 
neighboring ancestral domains in calling 
for moratorium of all forms of mining until 
they get their official ancestral domain 
claims; and together with local Catholic 
Bishops and concerned groups, he joined 
filing petition for the Writ of Kalikasan in 
protection of the Pinukis Range Forest, which 
is now included in mining claims of several 
companies.  The petition aimed at protecting 
their sacred mountain and watershed of 3 
major rice-growing regions in the Peninsula 
that produces 30% of rice in the region.

It is very disheartening to note that 
the area has been open to exploitation — 
there are 8 mining permit applications, 
3 approved Mining Production Sharing 
Agreements (MPSA), 1 approved Explora-
tion Permit and many small-scale mining 
operations.  More so, those who protect the 
area, like Timuay Manda and his support-
ers, have been receiving threats in the past 
3 years for their opposition to destructive 
mining industries. 

Threats to life are becoming very 
common to those who “care for the earth.”  
IP leaders and defenders, especially those 
fighting for their rights against environmen-

tal destruction, mining operation, logging 
and land grabbing, are targets of persecution 
and attacks.  We call upon our people to rally 
behind Timuay Manda’s effort to assert and 
protect the rights of Subanen tribe and their 
ancestral domain.  Let not the death of his 
son be without meaning. 

We call upon President Benigno 
Simeon C. Aquino III and DENR Secretary 
Ramon Paje, to heed the call of the anti-
mining advocates for a moratorium on all 
mining operations in the country until a new 
alternative mining law is passed.  We also 
call for prompt and honest investigation 
on the crime in this issue by local police to 
bring the perpetrators to justice.  Likewise, 
we call for the immediate and impartial in-
vestigation at the national level to seek the 
truth and bring out the masterminds of this 
senseless killing to face the consequence of 
this demonic act in order to end the cycle 
of violence and impunity in this trend. 
We urge the President and government 
officials, as a state obligation, to protect 
human rights, especially environmental 
defenders who are merely protecting their 
inherent right against destructive mining 
and logging operations. 

 
 + BRODERICK S. PABILLO, DD
National Director
7 September 2012
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Uphold Life! Reclaim Peace!
A Statement on the Recent Ambush in Basilan

As if the series of ambushes that 
had claimed and damaged lives in 
Basilan for the past several months 

were not enough, another dreadful ambush 
incident occurred on 7 September 2012. 
The recent incident, which killed one and 
wounded 35 rubber plantation workers, 
brings to four the ambush incidents in 
Basilan in just 10 months - October 23, 
2011, April 15, 2012, and July 11, 2012. 

The images of these innocent civil-
ians being fired at on broad daylight give 
us a chilling sense that life in this island 
can be snuffed out easily, anytime, and 
anywhere by those who want to continue 
sowing terror and fear among the people. 

We condemn in no uncertain terms 
the senseless killing of the victims of these 
ambushes. We believe that no political ide-
ologies or religious beliefs anywhere in the 
world can ever justify the mindless killing 
of people, especially the ordinary ones, the 
civilians who are non-combatants. We ap-

peal to the authorities of the Province to act 
swiftly based on well-discerned decisions 
on these cases that have reduced the people 
to a state of constant fear and paralysis. 
We demand nothing but justice for the 
victims, accountability for their crimes on 
the side of the perpetrators, and restorative 
justice and healing in the community. We 
challenge the different government units 
to exhaust all their resources so that an 
incident like this, and other acts of brutality 
and lawlessness, will never happen again 
in Basilan and elsewhere. We enjoin civil 
society to support the people of Basilan 
in the struggle to bring about genuine and 
long lasting peace. 

We appeal to all citizens of the island 
for calmness and sobriety. No matter how 
difficult it is, let us continue to trust in 
the justice system of the land. As people 
of God, we continue to pray for peace, 
justice, and reconciliation in Basilan and 
in the whole of Mindanao especially as 

we celebrate the International Month of 
Peace this September. Let us heed the wise 
words of Pope Benedict XVI that “[people 
who pray are not wasting their time even 
though the situation appears desperate and 
seems to call for action alone.” 

We grieve with those who lost their 
loved ones. We grieve with those whose 
lives had been scarred both by the physical 
wounds and invisible wounds resulting 
from these acts of violence. We cannot 
fully grasp the depth of their pain and suf-
fering and perhaps even anger and despair. 
We continue commending to the Lord the 
souls of all those who died, as well as the 
healing of those who have been wounded. 
To the bereaved families, we pray that 
God console them in their deepest sorrow. 

FR. LEO DALMAO, CMF 
SR. MA. CECILIA BAYONA, AMP 
AMRSP Co-Chairpersons
September 12, 2012

Statement for the 3rd Anniversary of Rev. Fr. Cecilio P. Lucero

Three years ago, REV. FR. CECILIO 
P. LUCERO was brutally murdered 
in broad daylight at Brgy. Layuhan, 

San Jose, Northern Samar. In his years of 
sacerdotal life, he persistently worked for 
peace and social justice. His unrelenting 
quest for a place of peace to thrive in 
the Province of Northern Samar, based 
on his conviction for social justice, had 
cost his life.

To many, he died a heroic death. 
However, his death must not be in vain. 
His killers must be held liable and be 
punished promptly and accordingly.

Today, we are dismayed that three 
years had elapsed but the people believed 
to be responsible in his horrible slay 
freely walk and roam the streets, day 
and night, still not brought before the 
bar of justice.

This is the irony of what Fr. Cecil 
had worked for. He labored that justice 
would be served upon the oppressed and 
exploited but the very same justice sought 
for his brutal killing seems to be elusive.

It is appalling that until this day, the 
case before the Department of Justice 
against many of the respondents, who 
happened to be the mighty or the power-
ful, believed to be behind the killing is 
still pending. No action has been taken 
yet on them.

On June 6, 2011, the Diocese of Catar-
man, Northern Samar, through the Most 
Rev. Bishop Emmanuel C. Trance, DD, 
wrote to Hon. Leila Delima, Secretary of 
Justice, pleading for her immediate action 
on the case reminding her that in numer-
ous newspapers, even the government 
denounced in strongest term  possible the 
dreadful killing of Fr. Cecil and expressed 
optimism that the investigators in the 
field will be able to identify and bring the 
suspects of the ambush-slay of Fr. Cecil 
before the bar of justice.

On September 21, 2011, upon an 

audience of Most Rev. Bishop Trance, the 
priests, some family members and cause-
oriented groups with the Hon. Secretary 
requesting for the prompt resolution of 
the pending case in the interest of speedy 
dispensation of justice, she promised to 
act on it within one (1) month. That was 
supposedly within the month of October 
2011.

We are, however, disheartened that 
until this day, the one month has almost 
become one year of uncertainty.

To Secretary Delima and to the 
government, we convey our message that 
we never and will never surrender our 
quest for justice. We shall continue with 
our journey, no matter how tough and 
thorny it may be, until we attain justice 
for Fr. Cecil.

As Most Rev. Bishop Trance had said 
in his letter to the Secretary: “We still hold 
on to our hope that with God’s Grace, the 
dawning of justice for Rev. Fr. Lucero is 
no longer at a distant horizon.”

That is …. JUSTICE WITHOUT DE-
LAY, FEAR and FAVOR. JUSTICE FOR 
FR. CECILIO P. LUCERO, JUSTICE 
FOR ALL HUMAN RIGHTS VICTIMS!

MSGR. WALTER CERBITO
Vicar General, Diocese of Catarman
September 6 Movement

Fr. Cecilio Lucero
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We, the Pilar College Administra-
tion, represented by S. Maria 
Fe D. Gerodias, RVM and S. 

Maria Niña C. Balbas, RVM and National 
Commission on Muslim Filipinos rep-
resented by Sec. Mehol K. Sedain after 
the 2nd Dialogue consultation at the Pilar 
College Projection Room, Zamboanga 
City on September 14, 2012, have col-
lectively agreed on the following points 
of unity:

Pilar College have shared common values:
1.  Hospitality.  Following the Chris-

tian tradition of going beyond the lines 
caused by class, religion and gender, the 
school has opened its doors and given equal 
opportunities to those who are willing to 
be subjected to its discipline.

2. Communion.  True to its founda-
tional value of being a community that unites 
rather than divides, it showed willingness to 
respect tradition other than its own. 

3. Sensitivity to the signs of the time.  
The school  continues to be known as an 
institution that respects tradition while at 
the same time aiming towards relevance 
and responsiveness to the signs of the time.

4. Openness to dialogue.  The efforts 
done by the Sisters and the Pilar College 
community can be considered as gesture 
to which Pope Paul VI’s descriptions tend 
to fit: confidence—in the goodwill of both 
parties, which a mutual adherence to the 
good, and the exclusion of all self-seeking; 
and prudence—an ability to adapt oneself 
... to the circumstances of the listener” 
(Ecclesiam Suam).  

5. Respectful service.  Amidst voices 
and suggestions from different sectors, 
Pilar College hinges its choices on its 
Foundress’ “service with all your heart ... 
and to acquire the necessary knowledge” 
which is coupled with respect for rightful 
authorities.  Thus, Pilar College hopes 
to continue its role of contributing to the 
formation of the youth and preparing them 
for responsible roles in the family and the 
larger community. 

The National Commission on Muslim 
Filipinos (NCMF) being the only national 

government agency that caters to the needs, 
aspirations, welfare and interest of all the 
Muslim Filipinos, recognizes the concerns 
of the Muslim students and parents of 
Pilar College, and the role of the NCMF 
in addressing the same with reasonable 
dispatch in the spirit of mutual dialogue 
and peace co-existence. 

As such, Pilar College and NCMF 
shared common values although vary-
ing in response to the implementation 
of these values:

In response to the signs of the time and 
in the light of these cherished values, Pilar 
College with the National Commission on 
Muslim Filipinos, in partnership with its 
stakeholders, will implement the following 
programs towards the voluntary wearing of 
hijab in accordance with agreed specifications.

Pilar College will make available an ongo-
ing social preparation, which may include 
the following:

a) Linkages with Muslim institutions 
to deepen the understanding of the Muslim 
culture and traditions, particularly in the 
areas of commonality and partnership op-
portunities with the Christian community

b) Series of fora with stakeholders 
on hijab and its significance in Islamic 
spirituality

c) Inclusion of “Comparative Re-
ligious Studies as one of the Religious 
Studies courses

d) Conduct of Marian (Sitti Maryam) 
dialogue and spirituality fora

e) Regular updates on Christian-
Muslim relations

f) Encourage interfaith and intra-faith 
dialogues among Muslims and Christians.

In relation with the above-men-
tioned program, the National Commis-
sion for Muslim Filipinos commits the 
following: 

1) Assist Pilar College in implement-
ing the above-enumerated programs

2) Assign a qualified female repre-
sentative to regularly participate in the 

implementation of interfaith programs of 
Pilar College.

The Board of Directors of the Parent 
Teachers Association (PTA) shall directly 
dialogue with students, parents and guard-
ians who have issues touching on public 
expression of faith.  The dialogue aims to 
resolve issues at the level of the parents 
and teachers even before they reach the 
level of the school administrators.

We call on all our beloved students 
and faculty, parents and alumni, and all 
those who love and long for peace, to bless 
this commitment with your sincere prayer, 
active support and discerned statements.

Working together for a just and har-
monious society, we pray.

“O men! Behold, We have created 
you all out of a male and female, and have 
made you into nations and tribes, so that 
you might come to know one another. Verily, 
the noblest of you in the sight of God is the 
one who is most deeply conscious of Him.  
Behold, God is all-knowing, all-aware.”   
Al-Hujurat 49:13

“I urge you, then, to make me com-
pletely happy by having the same thoughts, 
sharing the same love, and being one in soul 
and mind.  Don’t do anything from selfish 
ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, 
but be humble toward one another, always 
considering others better than yourselves.  
And look out for one another’s interest, 
not just for your own.”  Philippians 2:2-4

Signed:
S. MARIA FE D. GERODIAS, RVM
Representative – RVM Southern Mindanao 
Province

S. MARIA NIÑA C. BALBAS, RVM
President – Pilar College of Zamboanga 
City

SEC. MEHOL K. SADAIN
National Commission on Muslim Filipinos

STATEMENTS

'Responding to the Signs of the time
Journeying from Good to Better'

Joint Statement
(Pilar College of Zamboanga City and National Commission on Muslim Filipinos)
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FROM THE
BLOGS

Motives Behind the 
Depopulation Movement

The RH Bill is pro-contraception. Contraception is 
pro-population control. Population control is pro-
depopulation. And the depopulation is a movement 

that has markedly dubious motives of long standing—all of 
which are unethical and immoral, none of which is either 
edifying or ennobling. There are seven more known and 
salient motives—affiliated and complementary with the 
other—behind the depopulation movement:

One: The apprehension that the “breeding habits” 
of the lower class of society is not only despicable but 
also dangerous in terms of progressively more needs of 
public welfare thereby requiring more public funds. This 
is the class-approach to society, with open discrimination 
against the poor.

Two: The conviction and pursuant stance that reli-
gious practices as well as traditional governments are a 
“hindrance” to human progress. Freedom from religions 
as well as from governments that affirm and promote 
culture and tradition of long standing, are a hindrance to 
social development.

Three: The principle, acceptance, and observance of 
“survival of the fittest” that guarantees the elimination of 
the weak and the unfit, thus promoting the concerns and 
interests of the able and capable. This process should not 
only be defended but also promoted.

Four: The “competitive process” among the unable 
and disabled vs. the capable and capacitated should not 
only be upheld but also affirmed. Thus it is that as time 
passes by, society will have more and more useful and 
profitable members.

Five: The progressive improvement of the qualities 
of the human species is a reality which should not only 
be accepted but also enhanced in favor of humanity as a 
whole. This is particularly achieved by observing “posi-
tive eugenics” that eliminates individuals with inherited 
undesirable traits.

Six: The process of “weeding out” members of society 
with little or meager worth for social progress should be 
practiced. Such a program for the elimination of non-
valuable individuals should be readily and effectively 
realized through their “sterilization”.

Seven: The more children from the “fit” and less 
from the “unfit” mean the amelioration of the human 
race. This requires the identification, the “segregation” 
and “sterilization” of the unfit spell for a better society, a 
healthier humanity.

It is quite evident that Malacañang—through the RH 
Bill—either directly or indirectly subscribes to all the 
above-cited motives of population control. With such an 
anti-natalist mentality and consonant activity, the ques-
tion comes to fore: Where goest thou, Philippines, my 
Philippines?

www.ovc.blogspot.com

Keep Them Poor. 
Keep Them Few. 

Keep Them Helpless.

This is the plan of first world nations for third or 
even fourth world countries. This is the program of 
international organizations that have people phobia 

on account of avarice, covetousness, greed. This is the 
project of Malacañang together with its avid followers—for 
one suspect reason or another. Keep people poor, few and 
wherefore helpless. All these equal the inhumanity of man 
to man. All these have been long since taking place in the 
Philippines, slowly but surely. And all these constitute the 
present predicament of the Filipinos.

According to the census done by the National Statistical 
Office (NSO) sometime in 2000, the growth of Philippine 
population was some 2% plus. Lo and behold, according to 
the census taken sometime in 2010, the Philippine population 
growth was only but some 1% plus, i.e., 100% decrease. 
Congratulations are in order: The wealthy and powerful na-
tions in the world are successful in their anti-natalist drive 
and funding directed against poor and helpless countries! 
The Philippines has long since subscribed to the popula-
tion control sponsored by North America and Europe! The 
Malacañang crowd is even bent in intensifying contracep-
tion in the country by the passage of the RH Bill into law!

Again, congratulations are in order: Depopulation 
is already a successful practice in the Philippines! It is 
envisioned to be further ingrained in the Filipino culture 
with the passage of the RH Bill into law. So it is that as 
there are more and more old people in the country, there 
are less and less youngsters to support them and take their 
place. And as there are progressively fewer Filipinos, so 
too will fewer Filipinos handle business, manage industry. 
Hence, goodbye Philippine socio-economic development 
and progress! Thank you multinational pharmaceuticals for 
contraceptives of all kinds and forms! Thank you Malaca-
ñang for you anti-life conviction and agenda!  

Thus it is that as far as Malacañang is concerned: There 
is increasing poverty and misery in the country, population is 
the culprit. There is the ever rising costs of prime commodities 
and public utilities, population is the cause. There are more 
and more violations of women and children, population is the 
reason, there is an increasing number of natural calamities 
and disasters, population is the explanation. There is less 
and less reason and logic in Malacañang, more and more 
incompetence, population is the “because”.

So it was that on the occasion of the last natural disaster 
primarily on account of abundant rains and soil erosions, 
there remain poor families with miserable houses built in 
certain dangerous grounds. The immediate and marvelous 
solution conceived by a Malacañang hireling is definite 
and defined: Blast them! Result: Less poor families. Less 
population.

Ingenious! 

www.ovc.blogspot.com
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EDITORIAL

Panacea
A    cure-all, a sovereign remedy, a universal solu-

tion—such is the usual understanding of a pana-
cea. Have it and problems are gone. Observe it 

and everything will be alright. It is not altogether unlike 
the nature and effect of illegal drugs. Take them and 
all difficulties disappear, all delights come to fore, it is 
heaven from then on. 

The RH Bill is a panacea—as far as its authors, 
promoters and supporters are concerned. Such is the 
harmonious song loudly sung specially by WHO plus 
the contraceptive multinational pharmaceuticals. As far 
as the present Philippine government is concerned, make 
RH Bill a law and poverty would be gone, life would be 
much easier to live, socio-economic development would 
be a certainty, criminality would be a thing of the past.

Prevent contraception, control births, depopulate 
the country—through the RH bill—and there would be 
more marriages in the Philippines. This was the song 
recently sung by an RH bill admirer and supporter on 
the occasion of the report made by the NSCB that there 
are now less marriages in the country. Reason: Poverty. 
Solution: RH Bill. Reply: How simplistic! How cock-
sure! How dogmatic! 

There are fewer marriages among Filipinos. Could 
this be on the account of the influence of the so-called 
"First World Countries" where marriage does not mat-
ter, where couples simply live together and separate as 

they wish, where children simply copy the same ease 
of living with and separating from their parents? This 
is not to mention the divorce mentality in such places. 

There are fewer marriages in the Philippines. Would 
this not be due to the influence of more and more number 
of people—specially among the rich and famous plus 
known local movie stars—who get married and get out 
of it, who simply prefer cohabitation thereby making 
marriage a thing of the past? 

There are fewer marriages in the country. Should 
this not be a warning that the Filipino culture and con-
sequent value system have been eroded by the invasion 
of contra-foreign mentality and practices? Would not 
the pending Divorce Bill in the legislature be but a loud 
affirmation of the said mentality and practices? 

The thesis that there are fewer Filipino marriages 
because of poverty will not merit the approval of reason 
and logic—notwithstanding its defense with the col-
laboration of Malacañang. There are free marriages in 
cities and municipalities. There are free marriages in 
parishes all over the country. "I do," says bride. "I do," 
says the groom. This is the substance or the essence 
of marriage—no gown nor suit needed, no songs nor 
flowers necessary, no food nor drinks obligatory. 

Poverty is the cause of fewer marriages! Really? 
RH Bill is the answer! Really? The fewer the Filipinos, 
the more marriages there will be! Really?
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FROM THE 
INBOX

From the email messages of may_rv2003@yahoo.com
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The old man and his dog

An old man and his dog were 
walking along a country 
road, enjoying the scenery, 

when it suddenly occurred to the man 
that he had died. He remembered 
dying, and realized, too, that the 
dog had been dead for many years. 
He wondered where the road would 
lead them, and continued onward.

After a while, they came to a high, 
white stonewall along one side of the 
road. It looked like fine marble. At the 
top of a long hill, it was broken by a 
tall, white arch that gleamed in the 
sunlight. When he was standing before 
it, he saw a magnificent gate in the arch 
that looked like mother of pearl, and 
the street that led to the gate looked 
like pure gold. He was pleased that he 
had finally arrived at heaven, and the 
man and his dog walked toward the 
gate. As he got closer, he saw someone 
sitting at a beautifully carved desk off 
to one side.

When he was close enough, he 
called out, “Excuse me, but is this 
heaven?”

“Yes, it is, sir,” the man answered.
“Wow! Would you happen to have 

some water?” the man asked.
“Of course, sir. Come right in, and 

I’ll have some ice water brought right 
up.” The gatekeeper gestured to his 
rear, and the huge gate began to open.

“I assume my friend can come 
in...” the man said, gesturing toward 
his dog.

But the reply was, “I'm sorry, sir, 
but we don't accept pets.”

The man thought about it, then 
thanked the gatekeeper, turned back 
toward the road, and continued in the 
direction he had been going. After 
another long walk, he reached the top 
of another long hill, and he came to 
a dirt road which led through a farm 
gate. There was no fence, and it looked 
as if the gate had never been closed, 
as grass had grown up around it. As 
he approached the gate, he saw a man 
just inside, sitting in the shade of a tree 
in a rickety old chair, reading a book. 
“Excuse me!” he called to the reader. 
“Do you have any water?”

“Yeah, sure, there's a pump over 
there,” the man said, pointing to a place 
that couldn't be seen from outside the 
gate. “Come on in and make yourself 
at home.”

“How about my friend here?” the 
traveler gestured to the dog.

“He's welcome too, and there’s 
a bowl by the pump,” he said. They 
walked through the gate and, sure 
enough, there was an old-fashioned 
hand pump with a dipper hanging on 
it and a bowl next to it on the ground. 
The man filled the bowl for his dog, 
and then took a long drink himself.

When both were satisfied, he and 
the dog walked back toward the man, 
who was sitting under the tree waiting 
for them, and asked, “What do you 
call this place?” 

“This is heaven,” was the answer.
“Well, that's confusing,” the trav-

eler said. “It certainly doesn't look 
like heaven, and there's another man 
down the road who said that place 
was heaven.”

“Oh, you mean the place with the 
gold street and pearly gates?”

“Yes, it was beautiful.”
“Nope. That's hell.”
“Doesn't it offend you for them 

to use the name of heaven like that?”
“No. I can see how you might 

think so, but it actually saves us a lot 
of time. They screen out the people 
who are willing to leave their best 
friends behind.”

Don't change 
the world

Once upon a time, there was a king who ruled 
a prosperous country. One day, he went for 
a trip to some distant areas of his country. 

When he was back to his palace, he complained 
that his feet were very painful, because it was the 
first time that he went for such a long trip, and 
the road that he went through was very rough and 
stony. He then ordered his people to cover every 
road of the entire country with leather. Definitely, 
this would need thousands of cows' skin, and would 
cost a huge amount of money.

Then one of his wise servants dared himself 
to tell the king, “Why do you have to spend that 
unnecessary amount of money? Why don't you 
just cut a little piece of leather to cover your feet?”

The king was surprised, but he later agreed 
to his suggestion, to make a “shoe” for himself.

There is actually a valuable lesson of life in 
this story: to make this world a happy place to 
live, you better change yourself―your heart; and 
not the world. 

Communion
Mother Teresa was asked once by an inter-

viewer, “When you pray, what do you say 
to God?”  She said, “I don't talk, I listen.”

The interviewer then asked, “What does God 
say to you?”

Mother Teresa replied, “He doesn't talk. He 
listens. And if you don't understand that, I can't 
explain it to you.”

There is a place of union, of communion, that 
goes beyond human language. In your spiritual 
practice, in prayer, open yourself to experience 
this holy moment.
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The Essentials of Catholic Spirituality
Living and Breathing Our Faith

Fr. Joseph F. Classen

WHAT are the essentials of Roman 
Catholic doctrine and spirituality? 
This work takes a detailed look at 
the most relevant facets and dy-
namics of such subjects as liturgy, 
the Mass, prayer, the saints, angels, 
demons, the Blessed Mother, the 
Church calendar, the liturgical sea-
sons, apparitions, the supernatural, 
the “faith and works” argument, 
the specifics of spiritual warfare, 
sacramentals, indulgences, and 
much, much more. What is just 
as important, the author writes 
in much the same way as Jesus 
taught: using images and examples 
that everyone is familiar with. And he does so in a manner that is 
straightforward, exceptionally down-to-earth, thought provoking, 
education and genuinely enjoyable. Very simply, the topics and 
approach of this book are aimed at today's generation of Catholics 
who, unfortunately, are plagued with a lack of knowledge, under-
standing, and appreciation of their faith. And he does so with the 
hope that his readers will not just gain a better knowledge of their 
faith but will be able to put this information into practice in order 
to live and breathe it.

Entering the Teen Zone
William L. Coleman

TEENAGE years could really be 
challenging, not only to teens but to 
parents as well. This book tackles 
myriad of topics that could truly be 
demanding and sometimes fright-
ening for young boys and girls to 
face as they enter their adolescent 
years. It brings an enlightened 
peek into what sometimes can be 
called the “crazy, changing world 
of teen hood.” For some parents, 
understanding the antics and rebel-
liousness of their children as they 
enter and go through their teenage 
years could become an enormous 
trial to overcome.  In this book, the 
author takes readers, especially parents, right into the world of 
teens, listening to their thoughts, fears, angst in life, their need to 
belong and be understood as a person. For teens, reading this 
book will also lead them to realize that “you’re not alone, God’s 
there with you. And the upbeat messages in this book will remind 
you of that every day.”

How to be a Blessing Magnet
8 Simple Steps to Attract the Miracles 

You Need Every Day
Bo Sanchez

INTERNATIONAL speaker and best-selling author Bo Sanchez 
again shares the fire of his faith in this powerful book on how to be 
a blessing magnet not only to oneself but to others as well. God’s 
blessings abound in the world, but sometimes we fail to see and 

acknowledge them. The book is 
filled with anecdotes that readers 
can easily relate to and see in them 
their own experiences. In good 
times and in trials, God showers 
his blessings on us. Our everyday 
life is filled with miracles, big and 
small. What is needed is only for us 
to have that ability to see with the 
eyes of faith. With the author’s eight 
powerful ways of becoming a “Bless-
ing Magnet”, readers will surely be 
inspired to look into themselves as 
source of blessings and live their life 
accordingly.

Pastoral Exhortations on 
Philippine Politics, Economy 

and Culture
Oscar V. Cruz, JCD

THE Catholic hierarchy usually comes out with pastoral statements 
and/or exhortations to address some ethical difficulties or moral 
problems the country is facing at any given situation. The three 
Pastoral Exhortations compiled in the pages of this book were 
originally written decades ago when Archbishop Oscar V. Cruz was 
the president of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
from 1995 to 1999. The Exhortation on politics, written in 1997, cri-
tiques the kind of politics that is being practiced in the country, even 
as it encourages the laity to transform politics by getting rid of graft 
practices and participate in the political life with the sole purpose 

of serving the poor. The exhortation 
on economy issued in 1998, was 
written during the Asian Economic 
crisis that hit East Asia and South 
East Asia―Philippines, included. 
The third Exhortation, issued in 
1999, delves on Philippine Cul-
ture―and how certain cultural traits 
are intertwined in the way Filipinos 
practice their Christian faith. These 
three Pastoral Exhortations are but 
syntheses of the original, with some 
comments and observations added 
by the author. 

b o o k
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Every morning, Kay 
(Meryl Streep) makes 
breakfast for her hus-

band Arnold (Tommy Lee 
Jones)—a strip of bacon, an 
egg, coffee.  Every morning, 
Arnold eats his breakfast with 
his face buried in  a newspaper.  
Then he goes off to work.  Ev-
ery night after a quiet dinner, 
Kay washes the dishes while 
Arnold falls asleep watching 
TV golf.  She wakes him up, 
they go to bed—in separate 
bedrooms.  Once she primps up 
and visits him in his bedroom 
in a clumsy attempt at marital 
closeness, but he deflects her 
touches, saying he doesn’t feel 
well.  Kay knows that something 
is missing, sorely missing, in their 
31-year-old marriage.  Not just 
the children, laughter, or fights, 
but something that used to hold 
their marriage together: intimacy.

Tired of getting imper-
sonal anniversary gifts from 
Arnold—like a heater, a cable 
TV subscription, and other 
unromantic items for the 
house—Kay signs up for an 
Intensive Couples Counseling 
week with celebrity marriage 
counselor Dr. Bernie Feld 
(Steve Carell) in Great Hope 
Springs, Maine.  She pays 
$4,000 out of her own sav-
ings and buys round trip plane 
tickets for two.  Scoffing at the 
idea as a waste of money, the 
penny-pinching Arnold quips 

“Cancel it!” but Kay, resolute 
and hoping against hope—is 
going, with or without Arnold.

Hope Springs is NOT a 
comedy.  It is basically a two-
actor drama, and a compelling 
one though with a hint of the 
comic—no mean thanks to 
the directorial skills of David 
Frankel, the same guy who 
helmed The Devil Wears Prada.  
The perfect pairing of Meryl 
Streep and Tommy Lee Jones 
provides the spine of the movie.   
Streep is, of course, an actress 
nonpareil, and here, again, she 
virtually becomes the character 
she reprises.  Lee Jones on the 
other hand outperforms himself 
as he gives life to a character 
so untypical of his other roles.

The theme of Hope 
Springs, which Vanessa Tay-
lor’s script masterfully de-
veloped without reducing the 
film into soft porn, is marital 
intimacy, or the near death of 
it, and how it is revived through 
therapy evoking long gone 
memories of satisfying union.  
The heart of the story is the 
counseling done behind closed 
doors with the therapist delving 
into the sexual history of the 
dying marriage.  Carell right-
fully projects a no-nonsense, 
no holds barred therapist here, 
stimulating and facilitating in-
teraction between the estranged 
couple.  What is spoken and 
spoken about in the therapist’s 
clinic, and what is done by the 

couple inside the bedroom upon 
his instructions, are serious 
stuff that serves more to instruct 
than to entertain.  While Hope 
Springs attempts to include light 
moments (sometimes border-
ing on the naughty) in order 
to appeal to a wider audience, 
and MTRCB rates it R-13, 
CINEMA staunchly puts its foot 
down and gives it a Strictly for 
Adults rating, for its theme and 
graphic sexual content.

Couples married “too 
long” may relate to Kay and 
Arnold’s situation, and vicari-
ously learn from the counseling 
they go through, thus CINEMA 
suggests you catch the movie, 
which is a statement upholding 
marriage.  Its message is loud 
and unequivocal as delivered 
in Dr. Feld’s website where he 
tells people who want to save 
their marriage, “It's not too late 
for anyone who truly wants it 
and is willing to try.”  The very 
title Hope Springs is more than 
the name of a town in Maine, 
USA; it is also an echo of the 
saying “Hope springs eternal 
in the human breast.”
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PAKISTAN. Muslim cleric nabbed in 
case vs. Christian girl 

The case against a Pakistani Chris-
tian girl accused of blasphemy 
seemed to take a turn in her favor 
after a Muslim cleric was arrested 
on suspicion of fabricating evidence 
against her. Khalid Jadoon Chishti, 
the imam or prayer leader who has 
accused Rimsha Masih of burning 
pages of the Muslim holy book, was 
taken into police custody Sept. 2. 
According to a police official quoted 
by the Associated Press, witnesses 
claim the imam tore pages from a 
Quran and planted them along with 
burned pieces of paper in the girl's 
bag. Rimsha, 11, and has Down Syn-
drome, has been in police custody 
since Aug. 18. (CNS)

INDIA. 5k Christians take the streets 
in Orissa to demand justice 

About 5,000 Christians took to the 
streets in Orissa staging a peaceful 
demonstration to demand justice, 
on the anniversary of the massacres 
that hit the Christian community 
in Kandhamal district in 2008. As 
local sources of Fides inform, the 
event was marked by slogans and 
banners demanding "justice, peace 
and harmony," while many of the par-
ticipants had covered their mouths 
with black tape, signifying silence 
and marginalization in which they 
have been relegated. The march 
was authorized only the day before 
by the authorities, who feared the 
reaction of Hindu extremist groups. 
(Agenzia Fides) 

HONG KONG. Missionary behind 
Bible’s Chinese translation to be 
beatified 

The venerable Fr. Gabriele Maria Al-
legra, OFM, founder of the Studium 
Biblicum Franciscanum, will be be-
atified on September 29 in Acireale, 
Sicily (Italy), his homeland. The 
Franciscan missionary is known for 
the first Chinese translation of the 

Sacred Scriptures. According to the 
Kong Ko Bao (the diocesan bulletin 
of Hong Kong in Chinese version), 
the General House and the Sicilian 
provinces OFM officially announced 
the news of the beatification on the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of 
Mary. According to Fr. Joseph Ha, 
Provincial Superior of the Chinese 
Province, OFM, “the best way to 
pay homage to the new blessed is 
not only to allow one of his relics to 
arrive in Hong Kong, but to commit 
to deepening the Sacred Scriptures.” 
(Agenzia Fides)

SYRIA. Int’l campaign for reconcili-
ation sought 

“For Syria, reconciliation is the only 
frontline.” This is why “an interna-
tional campaign for reconciliation in 
Syria” is needed shared by all the 
Churches in the world: it is the heart-
felt plea of the Greek-Catholic Melkite 
Patriarch of Damascus, Gregory III 
Laham, launched in an open letter, 
while the situation in Syria degener-
ates and “the language of violence 
has swept all other languages.” The 
letter was addressed to Christians 
and all Syrian citizens, the whole 
world, noting “with eyes and heart 
full of tears,” that the victims, in every 
community of the Syrian popula-
tion, leave a trail of “family, social 
and national anxiety.” As a way to 
resolve the crisis, the Patriarch, 
for the umpteenth time, calls all for 
dialogue, “to go beyond our wounds, 
suffering and bloodshed,” calling for 
a path of “reconciliation face to face.” 
(Agenzia Fides)

ISRAEL. Apostolic Nuncio named 
to Israel 

Benedict XVI appointed Archbishop 
Giuseppe Lazzarotto, formerly apos-
tolic nuncio to Australia, as apostolic 
nuncio to Israel and apostolic del-
egate in Jerusalem and Palestine.  
Speaking to Vatican Radio about 
the appointment made Aug. 18, 

the 70-year-old archbishop ac-
knowledged that while grateful, 
he is aware that he faces a major 
challenge. The Italian prelate is 
familiar with the region, having 
served in Jerusalem in the early 
80s, then as apostolic nuncio to 
Jordan and Iraq from 1994-2000. 
(Zenit) 

TAIWAN. Pope mourns death of Tai-
wanese cardinal 

Benedict XVI sent a message of 
condolence to the bishop of Kaoh-
siung, Taiwan, upon the death of 
his predecessor, Cardinal Paul 
Shan Kuo-hsi, 88. The cardinal 
served as president of the Chinese 
Regional Bishops’ Conference, 
as well as serving as bishop of 
Hwalien (1979-1991) and Kaohsi-
ung (1991-2006). He was a priest 
of the Society of Jesus, ordained 
in 1955 at the age of 31. He was 
a native of Puyang. The Pontiff 
recalled his “dedicated service” 
and expressed his gratitude to God 
for his work. (Zenit)

JERUSALEM. Vandals burn door, 
spray graffiti on Trappist monastery 

Vandals burned the door of a Trap-
pist monastery outside Jerusalem 
and spray-painted a wall with the 
names of illegal Israeli outposts, 
one of which had been evacuated 
two days earlier. In addition to the 
names of the outposts – Jewish 
enclaves not approved by the Israeli 
government – the vandals scrawled 
slogans against Christianity includ-
ing “Jesus is a monkey” on the walls 
on the Latrun monastery. Trappist 
Fr. Louis Wehbee, who is respon-
sible for the formation of novices at 
the monastery, said a monk heard 
a noise outside early Sept. 4 and 
went to investigate. He found the 
wooden door in flames and alerted 
the other monks. He was able to 
put out the flames with a fire extin-
guisher. (CNS) 




