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Quote in the Act

“Sometimes, throughout our nation’s history, we
have had to lift our hands in defense, and take up
arms to defend our sacred liberties.”

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, archbishop of New York; at the launching of a national

campaign opposing President Obama’s health care mandates and other government

policies that Roman Catholic leaders say threaten religious freedom; the mandate

requires religious institutions, including hospitals, to provide employees with insurance
that covers contraception, sterilization and other forms of birth control.

“The rest of the world seems to be stalling. We are
doing quite well.”

Surin Pitsuwan, secretary general of the Association of Southeast Asian Nation; as

Myanmar opens up to the world after decades of isolation, Thailand is constructing

roads in preparation for creating a gateway to broader regional integration and steering
plans for common market.

“Hurrahs for the reunification of the fatherland!
Koreans together!”

Ro Su-hui, a South Koreanactivist; arrested afterhe returned froman authorized visit to
North Korea, where he called for the reunification of the two Koreas and bitterly criticized
President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea for his hard-line North Korea policy.

“It is the first time the Chinese central government
has expressed a decision to phase out shark fin from
banquets.”

Andy Cornish, director of conservation at W.W.F. in Hong Kong; on the declaration

of the Chinese government that it would prohibit official banquets from serving shark

fin soup, an expensive and popular delicacy blamed for a sharp decline in global shark
population.

“I challenge President Aquino to tacklein his State of the
NationAddress the humanrightsviolationinthe country
and how the government is addressing this problem.”

Bishop Broderick Pabillo, head of the National Secretariat for Social Action; at the

killing of Willem Geertman, executive director of Alay Bayan, Inc. (ABI), an affiliate

of the Alyansang Magbubukid ng Gitnang Luzon; President Aquino has been heavily

criticized for failing to resolve a growing number of extrajudicial killings since he
assumed presidency.

“I can say that Aquino is doing something but then
again, it's not enough.”

Bishop Jose Oliveros, head of Malolos diocese; after two years in office, President
Aquino is perceived not to be doing well enough to deal with poverty, unemployment
and extrajudicial killings, among other critical concerns.
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Dutch social development
Aworker, Wilhelmus JJ Lutz

Geertman spent most of
his life working for the poor in
the Philippines, especially in his
advocacy campaigns for agrarian
reform, environment and, lately,
in his staunch solidarity with those
who stood against the controversial
Aurora Pacific Economic Zone and
Freeport Authority (APECO) in
Casiguran, Aurora province.

According to Arnold Van Vugt, a
former confrere, Geertman initially
joined a group of Dutch Carmelitesin
the Philippines and, at the bidding of
Bishop Julio Labayen, OCD, worked
in the prelature of Infanta as a com-
munity developmentworkersome30
or so years ago. From there, he im-
mersed himself deeper into working
with the farmers and tribal communi-
ties in Aurora and founded the non-
governmentorganization Batarisand
the Justice and Peace Action Group,
both in Baler. In 2009, he was ap-
pointed executive director of Alay
Bayan-Luson, Inc. (ABI), a disaster
response management group which
is a member of the Citizens Disaster
Response Network. It was in front of
his office in Barangay Telebastagan,
in San Fernando, Pampanga where
he was murdered last July 3.

For the police, Geertman’s kill-
ing wasa case of robbery with mur-

der after witnesses disclosed
seeing the motorcycle-riding
gunman fired at his back and
snatched a bag reportedly

60(5&&&1:/ ,j/

containing P1.2 million that
hejust withdrew fromabank.
But for his brother and those
working with him, it was a
case of extrajudicial killing. “1
am convinced he was victim of an
extrajudicial killing. This is much
more thanjustan ordinary robbery
for money,” said Antonius Maria
Alfonsius Geertman, his brother
who flew in from the Netherlands
to attend to the funeral in Baler,
Aurora last July 8, 2012.

There will be more specula-
tions surrounding the death of
this much-revered friend and
advocate of the poor. In fact, re-
portedly, the military was quick
to associate Geertman’s activities
with the communists —which, of
course, make it easier to arrive at
anextrajudicial killing assumption,
this being mostly the fate of those
who have been disappeared and
extrajudicially eliminated. Fr. Edu
Gariguez of the National Secretariat
for Social Action, Justice and Peace
thinks that “there is a continued
pattern of extrajudicial killings of
activists in the country and I would
like to look at his death into this
angle.” The Norway-based Defend
International (DI) has joined the

NOTE

rising calls against a “whitewash”
in this particular case.

Given a grim history of succes-
sive Philippine presidents who
have miserably failed to bring an
end or even just diminish extraju-
dicial killings in the country, this
case will surely end up like the
others — or, better, this will notend
up at all, because perpetrators of
extrajudicial killings in the Philip-
pines have always benefited from
an enduring climate of impunity. It
is a shame, but such has been the
habitual order of the day.

This issue opens with Bishop
Broderick Pabillo’s “International
debt: anissue of justice that no one
can ignore” —the very same topic
that he delivered at the Faith-based
Congress Against Immoral Debts
held at the Cardinal Sin Center in
Ateneo de Manila on July 10, 2012.
Our cover story “The Silsilah Way
of Dialogue and Peace: In Pur-
suit of the Vision of Dialogue,” is
written by Remedios Marmolefio.
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By Bishop Broderick
Pabillo

"The principle that goods
are meant for all, together
with the principle of human
and supernatural brotherhood,
express the responsibilities of
the richer countries towards
the poorer ones. These respon-
sibilities include solidarity in
aiding the developing coun-
tries, social justice through
a revision in correct terms
of commercial relationships
between North and South, for
the promotion of amore human
world for all" (Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith,
Instruction on Christian Free-
dom and Liberation n. 90)

henwe speak of debt,
we speak of justice.
Strictly and simply

speaking, justice isto give each
one according to his due. What
belongs to a person, or what is
his by right, should be given to
him. Ordinarily, when I borrow
something that thing is not
mine. It belongs to the person
I borrowed from. So it should
be given back to him. What
should be given to him, what
is borrowed or a bit more of
what is borrowed? In business
language today, we call this
“something more” the interest.
Should all debt be given back?
With interest? At what interest?
These simple questions are at
the heart of the deep and press-
ing issue of international debt.
We cannot close our eyes to it
asitaffects millions of peoples.
We cannot close our eyes to it
as it deals with justice.

Let us allow ourselves
to be guided by the Word of
God which comes down to
us through the Scriptures and
through the Church as we con-
sider this issue of international
debt. Much of the biblical
teaching on debt centers on
protecting the indebted, namely
the poor. Scriptures ask us lend
tothe impoverished to help him
out: “Ifthereis apoor manwith
you, one of your brothers, in

any of your towns in your land
which the LORD your God is
givingyou, youshall not harden
your heart, nor close your hand
fromyourpoor brother,; butyou
shall freely open your hand to
him, and shall generously lend
him sufficient for his need in
whatever he lacks.” (Deut 15:
7-8)

Furthermore, interestis not
allowed in a context of need:
Ifyou lend to one of my people
among youwho is needy, donot
be like a money-lender; charge
him no interest.” (Exodus
22:25). "When one of your
fellow countrymen is reduced
to poverty and is unable to
hold out beside you, extend to
him the privileges of an alien
or a tenant, so that he may
continue to live with you. Do
not exact interest from your
countryman either in money
or in kind, but out of fear of
God let him live with you. You
are to lend him neither money
at interest nor food at a profit.
(Lev 25:35-37)

The concern is that the
poor are to be helped and that
one should not take advantage
of the needs of others to gain
something for oneself. How-
ever, interest is allowed on
commercial loans. In the Par-
able of the Talents the master
has these harsh words to the
third servant:

"You wicked, lazy servant!
So you knew that I harvest
where I didnot plant and gather
where I did not scatter? Should
younot then have put my money
in the bank so that I could have
got it back with interest on my
return?’(Mat 25:26-27)

The parable takes it for
granted that interest can be
charged for the commercial use
of money by others, as in the
case of banks.

So far we have been speak-
ing to debts of one person
from others. This is a matter of
commutative justice. However,
when we refer to international
debts, other issues come in,
such as the legitimacy of the
authorities who borrow in the
name of the country, the use of
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the borrowed money — whether they are
for the common good or not, the effects of
the payment on the majority of the people,
the interest rates, etc.. In the case of inter-
national debt then other principles are to
be considered with certain nuances:

1. Contractual justice: Contracts are
to be respected; however, if the positions
ofthe contracting partners are too unequal,
the consent of the parties does not suffice
to guarantee the justice of the contract.
(Rerum Novarum of Leo XIII, 63)

2. Common good: There is the so-
cial nature of private property. Private
property should be in harmony with the
common good. (Quadragesimo Anno of
Pius XI, 49)

3. Subsidiarity: Large political entities
should not absorb the functions that small
political entities can ably carry out. (Mater
et Magistra of John XXIII, 54)

4. Solidarity: Sharing of burdens.
Dialogue between the creditor and debtor
nations is necessary in order to avoid domi-
nation of one by the other, or the denial of
the other nation’s dignity or freedom. Let
the dialogue focus on the real needs of the
debtor and on the debtor’s ability to use
and service the loan. The debtor should
not be overwhelmed by debt repayment.
(Populorum Progressio of Paul VI, 54)

5. Primacy of the human person (US
bishops Economic Justicefor All,96): “The
economy is not" amachine thatoperates
according to its own inexorable laws, and
persons are not mere objects tossed about
by economic forces.”

6. Transparency: Let the people have
a say on the loans to be made on their
behalf and which they have to pay in the
long run.

According to Populorum Progressio,
commercial transactions can no longer de-
pend solely on the law of free competition
sinceitall too frequently creates economic
dictatorship (59).

Debts should be paid. Thisis arequire-
ment of justice. However, the following
should be considered in the presumptive
obligation to repay:

1. Dubious legitimacy of some debtor
governments.

2.The failure of some governments to
represent the real interests of their popula-
tion. Have the debts really benefited the
people, or have they just gone to a few
hands due to corruption?

3. The record of what has already
been paid due to high interest rates. In
some cases the debts are perpetuated due
to onerous and exorbitant interests.

4.Thesocial costimposed on the poor.
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Basic services are not given to the poor in
order to pay international obligations.

In the Bible there is the Institution
of the Jubilee Year (Lev 25, 8-17) for the
forgiveness of debts and the restoration of
the land. The purpose of this institution is
that debtors should not be kept in a condi-
tion of permanent debt and consequently
in a condition of permanent dependence.
Every 50 years everybody is given a fresh
start. The properties are returned to the
owner families, the slaves are set free,
and debts are cancelled to allow each one
to start anew. The Jubilee Year brings out
the clear message that the owner of the
land and of our life is God, the Almighty
Creator. No one can own anything in this
earth permanently because the intention of
God, the owner, is that the earth is to be for

the benefit of all and should not be lorded
only by someone or a few families.

On September 19, 1990, the president
of the CBCP, Archbishop Leonardo Le-
gaspi came out with a CBCP Statement on
the Foreign Debt Problem. Among many
things, the CBCP recognized that our debt
crisis is not only an economic or fiscal
problem but a moral issue because “an
enormous debt was created at least in part
by wrong calculations, wrong investments,
wrong decisions of individuals and orga-
nizations, and more likely by their wrong
moral values as well.” So the document
asked these disturbing questions:

1. “Is it moral for citizens, esp. the
poor, who didnot participate in these deci-
sions, to pay their consequences through
less jobs, less schools, less hospitals and
less shelter?”
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2. “Is it moral to place our country in
a kind of prolonged serfdom, seeing that
these massive annual payments only serve
to further weaken our ability to repay our
debts?”

And yet it is not altogether right to
say that unilaterally we unshackle our-
selves from these chains. As we cannot
generalize that all our foreign obligations
are not binding in justice because they
do not serve the cause of the common
good, we cannot also claim that all these
obligations are right and so should be
honoured. The Pontifical Commission on
Justice and Peace in 1986 came out with
the document: At the service of human
community.: an Ethical Approach to the
International Debt Question. Cognizant
of the delicate problem of international
debt and that no one solution fits all, the
said commission came out with six ethical
principles that should be considered by
all parties concerned (the industrialized
and the developing countries, the credi-
tor and the debtor countries, the national
and international commercial banks, the
large transnational corporations, and the
multilateral financial organizations, e.g. the
World Bank, the International Monetary
Fund, the regional development banks):

The six ethical principles are:

1. Create new forms of solidarity.
Solidarity is characterized by respect and
action, which build up ahuman community
marked by equity and justice. New forms
of solidarity should respect dignity of all
peoples rather than lead to domination
by the strongest, to national egoism, to
inequalities and injustices.

2. Accept co-responsibility. All of the
economic actors share responsibility for
causing and resolving the international debt
problem. Blaming others will nothelp atall
in coming to any understanding. There are
causes internal to the indebted countries,
such as: abuses of investments, corruption,
lack of consultation and transparency,
negligence in the setting up of suitable
structures or abuses in the use of existent
ones, tax fraud, currency speculation,
national capital reserve drain, kickbacks
in international contracts, etc. There are
also causes from the lending party, such
as: exclusive concern for profit, new ways
of control over other countries, control of
the raw materials, protectionist systems
that prevent the poor countries to sell their
products, high interest rates, etc.

3. Establish mutual trust. “Trust
nourishes belief in another person’s good
faith, even when difficulties prevent the
person from respecting his commitments,

and makes it possible to continue treating
him as a partner.”

4. Know how to share efforts and
sacrifices. As the causes of the problem
are shared, so too the sacrifices should be
shared by all, not just by the poor people of
the indebted countries, as often is the case.
The lending institutions may lose some
expected profit but for the poor, the loss
would be their dignity as human persons
and even their lives and their families.

5. Foster the participation of all.
Subsidiarity and participation require that
all members of society be heard and be
involved in the process. Solidarity is all
inclusive. Debtresolutionisnotjustafiscal
or an economic issue; it is also heavily a
political question.

6. Identify emergency and long-term
measures. Emergency measures aim to
rehabilitate debtor countries. Long-term
measures look for reform of the financial,
monetary and political situations in order
not to prolong and repeat the situation.
For the debtor countries, solutions can

www.raksig.blog.is

be strict selection of capital investments,
reduction in public spending (especially
expenditures for reasons of prestige and for
armaments), more rigorous management
of public enterprises, control of inflation,
support of national currency, reform of the
tax system, sound agrarian reform, initia-
tives of private enterprise, and the creation
of stable jobs. The lending countries and
institutions should consider a decrease in
interest rates, the capitalization of pay-
ments above a minimum interest rate, a
rescheduling of the debt on a longer term
basis, national currency payment facilities,
and similar initiatives.

Causes of international debt crisis of
many countries can be:

« interest and principal payments
are so high in proportion to the available
resources for the repayment obligations
and thus damage the national economy
and cause severe hardship to the poor,

* protectionist policies, not only in the
economy butalso in the use oftechnology.
Thereislack oftechnology transfer and this

Volume 46 * Number 7 7




ARTICLES

is worsened by imposition on the demand
on intellectual rights.

* charging high (usurious) interest
rates that made debt increase sharply
instead of diminishing the regular flow
of payment,

* raw materials sold at raw prices in
the international market due to financial
manipulations.In many cases the products
of the indebted countries are raw materi-
als.

If there are problems, there are also
solutions. The international debt crisis is
created by humans. Humans too, guided
by truth and love, can solve this problem.
Proposals to ease international debt are
placed in four categories:

1. Development assistance. Indus-
trialized countries should improve their
financial and technical assistance to de-
veloping countries and this should not be
for military expenditure.

Development aid for poor countries
must be considered a valid means of
creating wealth for all. Hence more eco-
nomically developed nations should do
all they can to allocate larger portions of
their gross domestic product to develop-
ment aid. (Benedict XVI in Caritas in
Veritate, 60)

2. Trade. Industrialized countries
should remove protectionist barriers that
hinder exports from developing countries.
International trade conditions and fluctuat-
ing prices of raw materials should not lead
to dominance and exploitation.

3. Finance. Interest rates should be
brought down to facilitate reimbursement
by debtor countries. The creditor States
have to find reimbursement conditions
which are compatible with each debtor
State's ability to meet its basic needs.
Each country has to be left with adequate
financial leeway for its own growth,
which at the same time will help further
reimbursement of its debt.

4. Investment. The multilateral finan-
cial organizations—World Bank, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, Asian Development
Bank—should increase the representation
and participation of developing countries
inthe economic decisions that affect them.
Many of these international institutions
at the moment are not democratic in
their decision making. The affected poor
countries are not properly represented. The
global system of finance, development and
trade established by the Bretton Woods
Conference in 1944—the World Bank,
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the General Agreement on Tariffs and
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Trade (GATT)—was created in the North
to prevent the recurrence of the perceived
economic problems that led to World War
I1. This system is incapable of helping the
debtor countries, which had no part in its
creation and have at the present a very
weak voice in its management, to answer
their untenable debt situations.

Austerity measures made by the
lending institutions for “seal of approval”
should consider the human factor, that is
how the people are affected, and not just
putting financial and economic systems in
place. Bishop Kamphaus, the former presi-
dent of the German Commission “Iustitia
et Pax” stated: “Even if the demands of
creditors may be just, they become unjust
iftheir compliance requires sacrifices from
apeoplethatare incompatible with human
dignity.” Conditionalities that further im-
poverish the people areunacceptable, even
in so-called bilateral agreements.

A long-term suggestion proposed by
many is the formation of a world political
authority with the responsibility and power
to promote the global common good.
Paul VI proposed a “World Fund” for
worldwide collaboration among nations
(Populorum Progressio 51). World aid
should be a matter of distributive justice,
and not just charity. There can be a system
of taxation in the planetary society (e.g.
the proposed “Robin Hood” tax imposed
on the international movement of money
to benefit the poor countries.)

Call for debt cancellation

Many developing countries are so
heavily indebted that they cannot get out
of their poverty. They go into the cycle
of borrowing in order to pay their previ-
ous debts. Further, some of the world’s
poorest debtor countries were given and
took loans which they have no capacity
to repay. Not only do they have meager
resources and poor infrastructure but they
are also hampered to give basic services
to their people due to their obligations
to international lending institutions. So
voices came out all over the world calling
for debt cancellation to give these countries
breathing space and to allow them to start
anew. Inspired by Leviticus 25, the institu-
tion of the Jubilee Year, the Jubilee 2000
Coalition brought together faith-based and
humanitarian organizations to call for debt
cancellation and reduction by the new mil-
lennium. Twenty-four million signatures
were gathered from 166 countries. In 1996,
the World Bank and IMF launched the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC)
scheme. It aimed to write off certain coun-

tries’ debt to the World Bank and the IMF.
The World Bank report of September 2006
on HIPC found that, in countries receiving
debt relief, “poverty reduction initiatives
between 1999 and 2005 rose nearly 30
percent—from an average of 7 percent
of the national economy to more than 9
percent. Increased spending on health and
education brought immediate benefits.
Tanzania did away with school fees, built
more schools, and hired additional teach-
ers. Uganda’s $1 billion debt cancellation
meant that the number of children in school
doubled. Mozambique’s $67 million relief
was diverted to hospitals and housing.
Burkina Faso slashed the price of life-
saving medicines and increased access to
safe drinking water.”

As Jubilee 2000 came to an end, the
Jubilee Debt Campaign picked up the
work. It formed the Make Poverty History
Coalition. New threats and challenges
require new initiatives and ever constant
vigilance. The challenges are:

1. Conditionalities imposed by lend-
ing institutions and countries. While it’s
reasonable to require accountability and
financial clarity from an indebted country
in exchange for debt relief or for further
loans, the conditions imposed can go into
micromanagement of impoverished coun-
tries’ economies. These conditions hamper
social policies and undermine the national
sovereignty of the country. In our country
we see this in the deregulation and priva-
tization schemes and other policies which
have been undertaken by the government
under the pressure of lending institutions
in spite of the disadvantages these bring
to the people. These conditionalities af-
fected the ownership of natural resources
and public utilities (like electricity, wa-
terworks and telephone services) which
are supposed to form part of government
investment expenditures which add up to
the nation’s stock of productive capacity
of capital goods.

2. Continuing lending and borrow-
ing. Countries may build up more debt
to replace that which has been cancelled.
China and other growing economies are
already giving out loans for projects, in
many cases indiscriminately. Their con-
cern is to place their overflowing money
and to get it back with interest, without
regard for the environment, for human
rights violations, and for the good of the
borrowing countries.

3. Illegitimate debt. It covers loans
secured through corruption or that were
given to rulers who used them for self-
enrichment. Worse, in some transactions,
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creditors were “accomplices” who were
aware of the conditions in which these
loans were made. Many times this is due
to the fact that there is less transparency
on bilateral and multilateral agreements
among countries. In our country, this
term also includes debts taken by private
companies on which sovereign guarantee
has been given by the state. Why should
the people assume responsibilities over the
business risks taken by private entities?

4. Vulture funds. “When donor coun-
tries and institutions such as the IMF and
World Bank, accepting the moral call of
Jubilee, cancelled around $90 billion in
bilateral and multilateral debt to heavily
indebted poor countries, this was a voluntary
initiative, not binding on private creditors.
This left some countries exposed to debt
speculators: Vulture funds buy old debts of
poor countries for pennies on the dollar, wait
until the country starts to recover (because its
big creditors have cancelled debts), then sue
thatcountry foravastly inflated sum. The IMF
estimates that vulture funds are claiming or
havealready wonover$1.5 billion from HIPC
countries such as Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda,
Zambia, and the Republic of Congo.”

In the Philippines we have a unique
situation. Our government has no clear
plans to decrease the payment of our
debts.Yet in spite of this ours is the only
country in the world that has automatic
debt appropriation in its law. This means

that before making the budget every year
for the needs of the country, already a
big percentage of the national income is
set aside—by law—for debt servicing!
Around 25 percent of our national budget
is set aside for debt servicing. For 2011,
Php 357 billion was set for payment of
interests alone! Hence the Philippines
spends 13 percent of its budget for capital
expenditures on roads, bridges, schools
and hospitals, while Indonesia spends 46
percent and Thailand and Singapore sets
aside 36 percent. No wonder our neighbors
develop faster than we do. Thus our call
to Congress and the President is to repeal
the automatic debt appropriation found
in Section 31-B of Presidential Decree
1177 and Section 26-B of the Revised
Administrative Code of 1987.

The debt issue is no longer affecting
just the poor countries in our days. Debt
crisis in now facing Wall Street in the US
and is even shaking the European Union
countries, such as Greece, Spain and
Portugal, with others to follow. The same
tell-tale signs are there: irresponsible lend-
ing, spiralling debt, property repossessions,
unemployment and financial struggles and
uncertainties. The poor are again picking
up the tab, even in first world countries,
while the rich find ways to protect them-
selves and the bankers continue to get their
fat salaries and bonuses.

What can our faith be telling us in this

situation? We started from the wisdom of
the Word of God in the Scriptures and we
go back to it.

* We are stewards, not owners.

* The goods of the earth are meant for
all and not only for some.

» Weshouldnottakeadvantageoftheneeds
of others. Instead their need is a call to come to
their aid, even at great sacrifice for us.

* We are responsible for each other
for the whole world is one global family.
Therefore the call for justice in the area of
International Debt is a concern of all.l
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A sustainable life of dignity, Rio+20

By Fr. Shay Cullen

y faith is greatly challenged
Mwhen I look upon the earth and

the ongoing destruction of the
beautiful valleys, hills, rivers and forests.
Does the Lord of the Universe allow the
ravages of mining, river pollution, reckless
forest destruction, the depletion of marine
life and destructive greed?

No! Humans with free choice decide
and cause it all. The runaway over-con-
sumption that drives economic growth is
unsustainable and the UN Earth Summit
in Rio De Janeiro this June is one of the
most important this century as it attempts
to persuade the world leaders and industry
to turn to more sustainable energy, clean
the planet and provide a decent life for all
their people.

The first summit in Rio twenty years
ago called world attention to the polluted
planet and global warming and its impact
on all life on earth. Future generations will
be greatly affected by the environmental
destruction around us today. Coal and oil
burning power stations are pumping out
deadly gases that not only cause many dis-
eases arising from the dangerous chemicals
CO2, mercury, uranium that they spew
out, they also create the greenhouse effect.
The drastic changes due to human activity
and unhealthy life styles will soon become
irreversible.

The greenhouse gases, accumulated
over a hundred years in the upper atmo-
sphere as a result of burning fossil fuels
are acting like a blanket around the globe,
increasing temperatures will threaten life
as we know it. When the planet's tempera-
ture reaches a tipping point, there is no
turning back, we can’t cool it. That point
is fast approaching. Climate change will
be irreversible.

The warming will get worse and melt
more of the arctic permafrost and release
billion more methane into the atmosphere.
Theice caps are melting already and ocean
levels rising as a result. Low-lying coastal
areas will be devastated. The ocean cur-
rents will be affected too and will have a
catastrophic impact on climate.

Hunger is spreading due to devastat-
ing floods in some places and droughts in
others. West Africa is experiencing a great
food shortage due to lack of rain, Austra-
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lia had years of drought then devastating
flooding. If this sounds like doom and
gloom it is. Is this the future that we want?
This is the question poised by the Earth
Summitin Rio de Janeiro. Can humankind
work together to turn to a more sustain-
able form of energy production like solar,
wind power, small scale hydropower and
geothermal and reduce over dependence
on burning fossil fuels? Can we correct
the unjust gap between the rich few and
the billions of poor?

For the past two hundred years it has
been believed that economic growth and
non-stop production and consumption are
good for mankind. But what a fallacy that
is. The drive to increase Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and call it the measure
of success and prosperity is vastly over-
rated. It is a false, unjust, exploitative and
destructive economic model. There has to
be a limit to wild uncontrolled economic
growth based on greed, consumerism and
selfish prosperity. Ithas led to unrestrained
desires and wants and excessive borrowing
has plunged much of the developed world
into recession and stagnant growth.

That may not be entirely a bad thing.
Millions are unhealthy from eating junk
food, two-thirds of the United States
population is overweight, even obese. The
US armed forces will not have enough
recruits that can march and fight wars.
National security is at stake as a result of

the hamburger and sugared drink. There
must be more to life and happiness than
possessions and money. People obsessed
with getting rich have forgotten how to
love, have families and help their neighbor.
In Japan, couples are having more pets
than children. National survival will be
at stake there too.

Now that the borrowed dream has
turned into a nightmare there are street
riots demanding free handouts and an end
to austerity. The days of unending state
and welfare benefits are greatly reduced.
They have to live on less but are still way
better off than the billions of poor people
that barely survive on a dollar-a-day
without jobs, water, food, fuel, homes
and security.

What needs to be developed is rever-
ence and respect for every other human
being, the earth and all living creatures.
This is what the summit in Rio will try
to promote. The earth cannot endure
unrestrained growth and environmental
destruction that it brings. The only eco-
nomic growth that is good, right and just is
when the environment is protected and all
humans can have a life of dignity wherein
their basic needs are met and happiness
is a spiritual experience. What we need
is a spiritual revolution, a global change
of mind and heart that will establish the
inalienable rights of all to a life of justice
free from basic needs in a clean planet.ll
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By Archbishop Oscar Cruz

ven after the seeds of the Catholic
E faithhave been long since implanted
in the country, there was no “Catho-
lic Vote”—or electing public officials ac-
cording to the dictate of the local catholic
Hierarchy. Even after the Japanese regime
plus the American Liberation, there wasno
“Catholic Vote.” In fact, to this writing—
with the pending Bills endorsed by the
present administration about population
control, temporary and false marriages—
there is no “Catholic Vote” in the Philip-
pines though this it is still populated by
a big number of Filipinos professing the
Catholic faith. This was the substance of
arecent proud and loud pronouncement of
someone often considered very wise and
exceptionally nervous at the same time.
Thank God there is no “Catholic
Vote.” Otherwise, the Catholic Church
herselfmightbe violating the constitutional
provision on the separation of Church
and State—one way of another. Other-

—
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wise, there would be confusion among
the Filipinos themselves as citizens of
the Philippines and as subscribers to the
Catholic faith, at the same time.

Thank God there is no “Catholic
Vote.” Otherwise the Catholic Church
herself could be violating the consecrated
principle of the freedom of worship which
is nothing less than a basic human right.
Far it is from the Catholic Church to av-
idly promote and strongly defend such a
fundamental right while at the same time
transgressing it.

Thank God there isno “Catholic Vote.”
Otherwise, the Catholic Church would be
involved in partisan politics which in turn
could damage her sublime supernal finality.
It is the nature of partisan politics to now
and then assume superiority over what is
right, proper and just—in favor of what is
advantageous and/or profitable.

But just the same, without really
knowing why and how, the realities of
EDSA 1 and EDSA 2 could not but be
closely associated with the Catholic faith-
ful responding to the call of but one Church

leader to join in some kind of two peaceful
and wherefore bloodless revolts. In other
words, there is no “Catholic Vote” but
Catholics in particular have some kind of
a sixth sense, telling them when to stand
up and be counted—when confronted
by serious unethical deeds and/or grave
immoral acts on the part of their public
officials—specially those they themselves
elected.

One thing is certain: As this present
administration and its proven allies seem
to be more and more veering away from
the ordinary dictates of reason and/or the
standard norms of sound value system, so
too more and more Filipinos are express-
ing dismay if not disgust at the national
leadership and its close associates. The
ground reality is that with or without any
“Catholic Vote,” majority of Filipinos are
well-capable of acting against a serious
and continuous adverse socio-political
situation.

Conclusion: With or without “Catho-
lic Vote,” beware professional Politicos in
the Philippines!
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WORK

By Fr. Roy Cimagala

ur life is one and we need to pro-
O tect and strengthen that unity and

do everything to guard ourselves
from the many elements that can cause
its division and fragmentation.

There are many of them, sad to say.
We have to be aware of them and do
constant battle against them. Foremost
of'these hostile elements is the prevailing
culture that pits our work and rest, our
toil and fun against each other.

We have to understand that our work
and rest, rather than being considered
as antithesis or contrary to each other,
should somehow blend and contribute
precisely in strengthening our unity of
life. We cannot have one without the
other.

We have to outgrow the mentality
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that puts these two vital parts of our life at
odds with each other. They have to work
in tandem, and that depends on us. Basic
of course is the proper understanding of
our life in general, and the role our work
and rest play in it.

In the Bible narration of the cre-
ation of the world and man, we already
have the most fundamental idea about
work and rest that offers us the basic
pattern of how our work and rest
should be.

God, out of love and sheer good-
ness, created the world and made us the
masterpiece of his creation. At the end of
each day ofthe creation, our Lord admired
what he made, and found them to be good
and was happy. Then on the seventh day,
we are told that he rested.

Here, we are made to understand that
resting comes after working, until we
reach the final rest on the seventh day, an
image of completion
and perfection. We
have to realize then
that our rest comes
after our working,
and that rest should
be, as much as pos-
sible, an expression
of our satisfaction
and joy derived from
our work.

Rest, therefore,
is and should be vi-
tally linked to our
work. We have to cor-
rectevery tendency to
consider our rest as
an escape from our
work. Unfortunately,
that attitude is ram-
pant these days. For
many people, resthas
become completely
alienated from our
work.

Aside from be-
ing an escape from
work, it has become
the moment to en-
gage in self-seeking
and self-absorption.
Both work and rest
have been uprooted
from their original
meaning and pur-
pose, and that’s the
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reason the two have become at odds
with each other.

We need torecover the original state
of affairs. And I know it’s not going to be
easy. Formidable barriers are now formed
in terms of culturally ingrained biases
and prejudices. How to dismantle these
barriers is a big question mark.

I feel that we need some kind of revo-
lution here. A radical change of attitude
is needed, a sea change, a break from our
wayward past. But for that to happen, we
need to ask how many people realize this
need? Frankly, I feel only a few, and the
few who do realize seem to be resigned
to accept the status quo.

I suppose we have to be extremely
patient and hopeful here. The revolu-
tion takes a long time to happen. The
gestation period is slow, but let’s
hope that we can sustain the focus and
concern so that we can attain a critical
mass that would trigger this revolution
to explode.

Weneed to do an extensive apostolate
on work and rest, starting with our own
selves, then athome, in churches, schools
and offices, in public gatherings, etc. Fi-
estas, for example, which are an example
of rest, should be used as an occasion to
explain to the people the true meaning of
work and rest.

The connection and relation between
fiestas and the ordinary time of the year
should always be highlighted, giving due
attention to the religious grounding of
work and rest, since that is where these
two aspects of our life truly originated
and derived their meaning.

We have to impart the proper val-
ues especially to the children, because
they are our future. So there in homes,
churches and schools, a clear and sus-
tained catechesis about work and rest
should be made.

We have to promptly correct the
erroneous understanding and practices
related to these. When we see them lazy,
just melting away in the sofas, or wasting
time, we have to react immediately.

Therefore, the parents, clergy and
teachers should be the first ones to give
good example and to articulate through
advice, suggestions, corrections, etc.,
the relevant doctrine. Let’s hope that
we ourselves, the elders, also realize
we need the appropriate formation for
this task.
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Church to oppose mega casino project

MANILA, July 2, 2012—If the govern-
ment would allow the proliferation of more
casinos in the country, it must prepare for
the consequences of having more addicts,
stealing and putting more stress on their
families, a ranking Catholic bishop said.

Cebu Archbishop Jose Palma, presi-
dent of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of the Philippines, said that more casinos
could also boost its social cost on the
locality.

“It’s not really easy to generalized
but we know from our experience that
where there is sort of culture of gambling
that develops, other corresponding things
(prostitution, addiction, among others)
could happen,” Palma said.

“As we know because of gambling,
failed bettors will resortinto other crimes. ...
robberies and others that may happen in
many places,” he said.

The CBCPhead wasreactingtoaplan
by Australian billionaire James Packer and
Lawrence Ho, the son of Macau gambling
mogul Stanley Ho, to invest at least $1
billion in a Manila casino project.

Government-owned Philippine
Amusement and Gaming Corp. (PAG-
COR) said discussions are still ongoing
with Mr. Packer and Mr. Ho's casino
venture.

But this early, Palma said the church
would oppose the project because of the
social ills and unfair impact on the poor.

“Peopleare spending money believing
thatitcould eradicate poverty or beliefthat
gambling, through luck, can free them from
poverty,” he said.

“That’s why, in general, we tried to dis-

courageall forms of gambling in our country.
It’sagame of chance. We shouldrather teach
Filipinos to work hard,” said Palma.

Gambling economy

Known anti-gambling crusader, re-
tired Archbishop Oscar Cruz said the
proposed project only highlights the “gam-
bling economy” being pursued by the
Aquino administration.

He warned that establishment of more
casino will worsen the problem of corrup-
tion in the government and the detriment
of the country’s culture.

The archbishop maintained that gam-
bling addiction causes ethical deterioration
and moral debasement in terms of personal
degradation and social deterioration.

He also said that the mega-casino
would only spawn more graft and corrup-
tion and spur money-laundering activities
by unscrupulous individuals.

“Hoodlums and money launderer will
patronize it. Casino invites those who are
greedy. That gambling economy they are
thinking is bad. It’s not good to legalize
addiction,” Cruz said.

The bishops’ collegial body already
has three statements—in 1972, 1996 and
2003—all saying that the CBCP is against
all forms of legal and illegal gambling.

One of the statements, issued when
Cruz was CBCP president in 1996, read:
“Many attempts are being made to legal-
ize all forms of gambling even as casinos
and lotto are now legal. But again, for us
pastors, given the fatal lure of gambling
to the Filipino psyche, the legalization
of organized gambling in order to raise
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Archbishop Jose Palma

funds, even for development, is a form of
demoralization.”

Fight continues

Reports earlier revealed that the first
facilities of PAGCOR’s Entertainment City
are scheduled to open in 2013.

With the Las Vegas-style gaming hub,
the government is hoping that the project
will have a huge impact on the country’s
tourism industry.

LipaArchbishop Ramon Arguelles said
the church will continue to fight against the
promotion of gambling in the country.

“Instead of gambling, it would be
better if foreigners will know and come to
our country because of its innate beauty,”
Arguelles said. (CBCPNews)

Church leaders condemn killing of Dutch aid worker

MANILA, July 4,2012—The tragic kill-
ing of a Dutch land reform advocate has
provoked outrage and reignited concerns
among Church leaders.

Willem Geertman, 67, was shot
dead by two unidentified men riding
a motorcycle in tandem in front of his
non-government organization’s of-
fice in San Fernando, Pampanga last
Tuesday.

Geertman was the executive direc-
tor of the Alay Bayan Inc. (ABI), an
affiliate of the Alyansang Magbubukid
ng Gitnang Luzon, the mother unit of
an alliance of farmers from Hacienda
Luisita.

“This is saddening and outrageous
that another person helping our fellow
Filipinos was killed,” said Manila Aux-
iliary Bishop Broderick Pabillo.

The head of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of the Philippines — National
Secretariat for Social Action, Justice and
Peace described Geertman as staunch
advocate against mining and the Aurora
Pacific Economic Zone (APECO).

“Until now, extrajudicial killings
in the country remain unresolved two
years after President Benigno Aquino
IIT assumed his post,” he said.

“I challenged President Aquino to
tackle in his State of the Nation Address

(SONA) the human rights violations in
the country and how the government is
addressing this problem,” said Pabillo.

He pointed out that extrajudicial kill-
ings would continue in the country unless
Aquino would issue “strong words” and
implement measures against it.

“President Aquino should really take
this issue seriously,” he said.

Mr. Geertman had been working in
the country for 46 years, also helping
environmental groups and indigenous
peoples.

The Association of Major Religious
Superiors in the Philippines said the
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Sri Lanka, Christian activist wins National Peace Award

COLOMBO, SriLanka, July 3,2012—The
National Peace Council (NPC) of Sri
Lanka has awarded the Citizen's Peace
Award 2011, to the Christian activist Ni-
malka Fernando, for her work for peace
and human rights. The commitment to
raising awareness among citizens of their
rights in order to create a united society
devoid of discrimination earned her this
recognition.

The awards ceremony—one of the
largest nationwide—took place on June
26 last month in the Lakshman Kadir-
gamar cultural centre in Colombo, in
the presence of various religious lead-
ers, social activists and government
personalities.

In her acceptance speech, Nimalka
Fernando said: "In all honesty, I am just
one of thousands of people and move-
ments from the late '70s who have worked
for justice and peace in Sri Lanka. This
is above all the 'their' prize, more than
mine, and I would like to dedicate it to
all my compatriots. As the winner, this
award puts me in front of a challenge.
But it is also an encouragement for all
of us to continue our work. Thank you
for wanting to reward peace and human
rights in Sri Lanka."

Her commitment as an activist began
inthe 70s in the student movement. Human
rights, defense of women and combating
all forms of ethnic and social discrimina-

tion were just some of the battles fought
in recent years by Fernando.

Currently, she is president of the In-
ternational Movement Against all Forms
of Discrimination and Racism (Imadr),
co-chairman of the South Asia for Human
Rights, member of the Nepali South Asian
Alliance for Poverty Eradication (Saape),
treasurer of the Mothers and Daughters of
Sri Lanka. In addition, she is co-chairman
of the Platform for Freedom (PFF), a civil
society movement that works with the

political parties in the name of the right
to life and freedom of expression.

The NPC created the Citizens Peace
Award in 2010, to honor and encourage
those in civil society who have shown
courage and determination to protect and
respect humanrights, to seek a peaceful so-
lution to disputes and in creating awareness
among different communities. The prize
consists in a sum of money that Fernando
will donate among the associations with
which she collaborates. (AsiaNews)
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SEOUL, South Korea, July 4,
2012—Thousands of farmers descended
on Seoul yesterday to protest against the
latest round of free trade talks between
South Korea and China saying that
a deal would devastate the country’s
agriculture industry.

Some 15,000 farmers joined the
demonstration on the same day officials
from Seoul and Beijing started a second
round of discussions —due to end tomor-
row — on Jeju Island.

Many protesters said the deal meant
that the South Korean government was
prepared to boost sales of electronics
and cars in China at the expense of the
farming industry, which would be un-
dercut by cheaper products as a result
of a free-trade deal with the world’s

Farmers protest China trade deal

second-largest economy.

“Our agriculture will likely be
sentenced to death,” Anastasia Sin
Soon-jae, vice president of the Korea
Catholic Farmers’ Movement (CCFM),
said today.

“Fresh vegetables from China can
arrive in South Korea in a day [across
the Yellow Sea],” she added.

The manager of CCFM, Joe Chang-
hwan, said that organic farming prac-
ticed by 700 of its members since the
1990s would be badly affected by atrade
deal with China.

Demonstrators said such an agree-
ment would be worse for farming than
a similar deal with the US, which came
into effect in January after prompting
similar protests.

The South Korean government has
said that an end to trade barriers with
China would spur economic growth by
between 0.95and 1.25 percent five years
after it takes effect.

But its own Korea Institute for
International Economic Policy reported
previously that a free trade deal could
cost the domestic agriculture industry
US$2.8 billion in revenues as cheaper
Chinese imports flood the country.

Agriculture Minister Suh Kyu-yong
said recently it will take between two
and three years to finally sign a trade
agreement with China, adding that his
office would create a long-term plan to
help the country’s three million farmers
prepare for an influx of cheap produce.
(UCANews)
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MUMBAI, India, July 3, 2012—The
'Year of Faith' "is an immense gift to
the Church in India. It is a time of grace
for the treasures and wisdom of Holy
Mother Church to be heard, celebrated
and witnessed," said Fr. Savio de Sales,
the new director of the Pontifical Mis-
sion Societies in the Archdiocese of
Bombay.

He spoke to AsiaNews on the oc-
casion of the Feast of St .Thomas the
Apostle of India about the importance of
the Year of Faith for the Church in India
and evangelization.

"Our Church received the gift of faith
from the Holy Apostle, St. Thomas," Fr.
de Sales said. He "brought the Good News
to the Indian shores, and [was followed]
later by St Francis Xavier, patron saint of
Missions. Our modern society has seen
the faith witnessed through the Blessed
Mother Teresa. Such is the inheritance of
our faith."

In light of the past year, the year
Benedict XVI proclaimed represents a
crucial moment.

"Our Faith has tobe deepened, formed
and witnessed. Re-evangelization is an
answer to the challenges of secularism,"
he explained.

Great emphasis will be on adult and
child education. "Our students and young
adults will be instructed in our Catholic
educational institutions," Fr. de Sales
explained.

The priority will be the promotion in
school of "the Holy Childhood Association
among children" and adults. The former
"is an organization dedicated to fostering
children's awareness of the missionary
nature of the Church. It exists to be of
service to schools and religious education
programs."

India's religious and cultural plural-
ism makes interfaith dialogue essential.
"Marian shrines are" places "where India's
pluralism is celebrated. Tens of thousands
of non-Christians flock to Marian shrines,
[. . .] especially during the special nove-
nas" when "the Word of God must be
proclaimed."

"Christians in India are a mere 2.3
per cent of the population and faith must
be shared. Jesus must be made known to
others, especially to those who have never
heard of him. I know there are a number of
people longing and thirsting for the word
of God. Perhaps some of them have heard
Jesus but they do not know how" to reach
him. (AsiaNews)

Tribal group condemns
arrest of church worker

MANILA, July 6, 2012—An indigenous
people’s group today condemned the arrest
of a Church worker who was taken into
custody on Wednesday while having a
meeting with acongressman in the northern
city of Tuguegarao.

Police arrested Agnes Mesina, a lay
worker from the Rural Missionaries of the
Philippines, on suspicion of manslaughter
during ameeting with Congressman Anto-
nio Tinio, a teachers’ representative.

She was released yesterday after
posting bail.

“This is clear political harassment,”
said Piya Macliing Malayao, spokesperson
of the National Federation of Indigenous
Peoples in the Philippines.

The arrest “smells of harassment,
something which many other activists
have experienced,” she said.

Malayao said Mesina is a long-time advo-
cateofindigenous peoples rights and is actively
involved in campaigns against large-scale min-
ing, logging and other environmental causes.

“This is the state’s attempt to cut short
[Mesina]‘s contributions to the people’s
movement, whom she has served for
many years,” Malayao said, calling for any
charges against her to be dropped.

Inaphone conversation with ucanews.
com, Kakay Tolentino, secretary-general
of the Katribu Party, said authorities has
not released any information on Mesina’s
case, and in particular who the victim of
the alleged manslaughter was.

TheKatribu Partyisaparty-listgrouprep-
resenting the country’s indigenous peoples.

Congressman Tinio said Mesina’s
arrest was carried out by elements of a
police intelligence unit.

“[Mesina’s] arrest bears all the hall-
marks ofthe harassment tactics employed by
the national security establishment, which
seeks to hinder and repress the activities of
activists identified with the left by charging
them with common crimes such as murder,
arson, kidnapping, armed robbery and the
like,” Tinio said in a statement yesterday.
(UCANews)
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death of Mr. Geertman is a “big loss”
to the farmers.

Fr. Marlon Lacal, AMRSP co-chair-
person, believed that the incident may
have something to do with his support
for the Hacienda Luisita farmers.

“Ibelieve that the issue on Hacienda
Luisita has something to do about this

because the victim is a very vocal sup-
porter of the farmers,” Lacal said.

The National Council of Churches in
the Philippines (NCCP) also condemned
the death of the social development
worker.

“The killing of Geertman builds
on the sad chapter of continuing extra-

judicial killings in this country,” the
NCCP, an organization of Christian
churches, said in a statement.

“We will not dwell on the statistics,
but we decry the failure of the govern-
ment to arrest and prosecute perpetrators
of this wanton taking of human lives,”
they said.(CBCPNews)

Volume 46 * Number 7




The Silsilah Way

In Pursuit of




of Dialogue and Peace
‘the Vision of Dialogue -
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By Remedios Marmoleno

ost people, when they hear
“Silsilah Dialogue Move-
ment”, are immediately led

to ask “Silsilah. What is that?” It is not
a surprise because the word Silsilah is
Arabic and not too many people have
even tourist’s phrases of Arabic.

Fr. Sebastiano D’Ambra, PIME,
the founder of the Silsilah Dialogue

2

Movement, chose the word Silsilah
because it expresses the idea of man-
kind’s unity under God, the Creator of
all. Silsilah is an Arabic word which
literally means chain or link. As used by
the Sufis (Muslim Mystics), it describes
a process of attaining an experience of
the Divine. The same root word is used
as “genealogical tree” which implies a
spiritual chain of humanity as created
by the same God.

Thus, “Silsilah” in the context of

the Movement is taken as an inspiring
and key concept to describe Muslims,
Christians and people of other living
faiths who are moving together as one
universal family towards a shared vision
and mission of dialogue and peace.
The importance of getting people
to accept each other as belonging to the
same family was seen as a need by Fr.
Sebastiano when he was assigned to his
firstmission postin Siocon, Zamboanga
del Norte in Mindanao, in the Philip-
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A Muslim community leader actively participates in a workshop during the World Interfaith Harmony Week celebration.

pines. In 1977, when Fr. Sebastiano first
arrived there, the rebellion of the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front(MNLF) againstthe
government of the Philippines was going
through its most intense period. Although it
was not a war waged for religious reasons
it soon took on strong religious overtones
since the MNLF leadership and soldiers
were primarily Muslims and the Philippine
leadership and military forces were basi-
cally Christians and Catholics.

Siocon then as now had a mixed
population of Muslims, Christians and
Subanons, one of the Lumads, the original
inhabitants of much of Mindanao who over
the years had become converts to other
religions even as some remained followers
ofthe “native” religion of the ethnic group.
The hostilities between the MNLF and the
government’s military forces soon bred
mistrust between the Muslims, Christians
and Subanons of Siocon which affected
how they related with each other.

Fr. Sebastiano sought to bridge the
divide by opting to live in a hut which
he had built in a lot owned by a Muslim
in an area which had a dominantly Mus-
lim population. Because he was seen as
“neutral” both the MNLF and the military
often called on Fr. Sebastiano to negotiate
dialogue between them as they made their
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regular forays through Siocon and the sur-
rounding areas. [t came to a point where any
misstep in his words could be interpreted
as treachery by one or the other group and
could mean a threat to his life. At one point
he was about to be killed in Siocon by the
enemies of MNLF. His superiors in PIME
then decided to pull him out of Siocon. Fr.
Sebastiano spent the next years in Rome
where he undertook Islamic studies.

In 1983 Fr. Sebastiano came back
to the Philippines and was stationed in
Zamboanga City. Prompted by his experi-
ences in Siocon and the reflections these
generated, with the support of Muslim
and Christian friends and the permission
of PIME he started the Islamo-Christian
Silsilah Dialogue Movement in 1984.
The name was later changed to Silsilah
Dialogue Movement.

As a movement Silsilah seeks to pro-
mote “deeper understanding of dialogue
and better relations among Muslims,
Christians and people of other living faiths
with particular emphasis on the spiritual
dimension of dialogue.” What does dia-
logue mean in the context of the Silsilah
Dialogue Movement? In the movement
“dialogue” is not understood as a strategy
for resolving conflicts but as “love in ac-
tion, in silence and in harmony”. In his

book “Call to a Dream” Fr. Sebastiano
says, “Silsilah appears to many as only a
movement which contributes to the peace
process, promoting good relations among
Muslims and Christians in Mindanao. In
my vision, itis something more profound. It
is a style of life that we need to experience
24 hours a day wherever we are. This style
of life becomes more challenging when
we find ourselves relating with people of
different religions but share the conviction
that together we can have a new vision of
life built on love.”

To be in dialogue thus is to live a
style of life which means accepting and
striving being part of a chain linking one
to God, to the self, to others and to the
whole of creation. Much of the troubles
of the world stem from the disconnect we
feel towards God, our own selves, others
and creation.

Silsilah adheres to the idea that dia-
logue begins with God and brings people
backto God. Silsilah believes that harmony
between faith believers is anchored in a
genuine understanding of the teachings of
their respective faiths. This ideal has been
strengthened and reinforced of late by the
publication of “A Common Word Between
Usand You”,anopen letter sentin 2007 by
138 Islamic scholars to Pope Benedict X VI
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and the leaders of other Christian groups
in the world. In this open letter the Islamic
scholars refer to the core teaching in both
Islam and Christianity which call believers
to love of God and love of neighbor.

Silsilah has been inspired since the
beginning of the new spirit of Vatican II
of the Catholic Church which 50 years
ago openly encouraged Christians to enter
in dialogue with all, saying “The Church
reproves, as foreign to the mind of Christ,
anydiscrimination against men or harass-
ment of them because of their race, color,
condition of life, or religion. On the con-
trary, following in the footsteps of the holy
Apostles Peter and Paul, this sacred synod
ardently implores the Christian faithful
to “maintain good fellowship among the
nations”

And specifically about Christian-
Muslim relation it emphasized: “Since
in the course of centuries not a few quar-
rels and hostilities have arisen between
Christians and Moslems, this sacred synod
urges all to forget the past and to work
sincerely for mutual understanding and to
preserve as well as to promote together for
the benefits of all mankind social justice
and moral welfare, as well as peace and
freedom.”

Without meaning to neglect the other
areas of dialogue, the Silsilah Dialogue
Movement focuses its efforts and resources
in the promotion of Muslim-Christian dia-
logue, considering that Mindanao is home
to the biggest population of Muslims in the
Philippines and they live with Christians
who have also known Mindanao as home
for several generations.

The Silsilah Dialogue Movement is
administered by the Silsilah Foundation,
Inc., a non-stock, non-profit foundation
incorporated in 1985 and registered with
the Securities and Exchange Commission
of the Philippines.

The Movement pursues its mission
of promoting inter-religious dialogue by
means of programs directed towards the
youth, people in their work places in gov-
ernment and non-government institutions,
and residents in their communities.

One program with a very strong
multiplier effect is the Silsilah Dialogue
Institute. For the past 28 years it has been
running the Silsilah Summer Courses —
the month-long live-in Basic Course on
Muslim-Christian Dialogue, the week-long
Special Course and the week-long Inten-
sive Course which is a telescoped version
of'the Basic Course for people who cannot
stay for a whole month.

Remembering Bishop
Tudtud, a friend and
a man of dialogue

“IN today’s world of strife and
cheapness of life, dialogue as a
spirituality can be neglected only
at an incalculable risk of disaster.
Every spirituality is difficult, but
dialogue is especially so,” words
from Bishop Bienvenido Tudtud
—in a conference in 1984— who
died in a plane crash on June
26, 1987.

Bishop Tudtud was a strong
believer in interreligious dialogue
and avidly supported the work of
Fr. Sebastiano D’Ambra, PIME
founder of Silsilah Dialogue Move-
ment. He waswidely admiredinthe
prelature of Marawi which he ran
with wisdom and common-touch
for people of all faiths. Bienvenido
Solon Tudtud was born on 22nd of
March 1931 in Mabolo, Cebu City.
OnMay 17, 1971 he was installed
as the first Prelate Ordinary of the
newly erected Prelature of lligan.
Itis from this date that his interest
and his commitment to dialogue
grew confronted by a situation of
utter conflict between two commu-
nities that made up the population
of his prelature, the Muslims and
the Christians.

From October 1974 to June
1975 “Benny or Ben” as he was
called, studied Islam at the Pontifi-
cal Institute for Islamic and Arabic
Studies in Rome. On December
8, 1976 the Prelature of Marawi
was officially erected and his first
description of Marawi which he
began to write that year shows
his sensitivity to the plight of the
people in general and of the Ma-
ranao in particular, and his desire
to be in Marawi as reconciler.

Fr. Sebastiano with Silsilah
Muslim and Christian friends ex-
pressed full support for this occa-

sion to remember Bishop Tudtud
on his 25th Death Anniversary on
June 26, 2012. Thiscommemora-
tive day is a great opportunity to
encourage those who believe in
dialogue and invigorate those who
are discouraged by the difficulties
intheirexperience ofdialogue. Ina
message given by Fr. Sebastiano
he recalled the conversation with
Bishop Ben, “I remember when |
visited him in Marawi in 1983, |
mentioned to him my experience
of dialogue which started in Sio-
con, Zamboanga del Norte with
the Subanon (natives) and the
Muslims and my dream to initiate
the Silsilah Dialogue Movement
based on a spiritual dimension of
dialogue. | mentioned also the dif-
ficulties that | met. He understood
well my vision andthe mission this
would entail, including the mean-
ing of “Silsilah” which would be the
name linked to the new dialogue
movement. He encouraged me
to go on with this plan, telling me,
“Sebastiano, go on, butremember
this is a plan of 100 years!” His
words disturbed me at the begin-
ning because |was expecting early
results of the mission. Along the
years | understood the wisdom of
his “reminder”.

In today’s situation of conflict,
sharing the experience of God’s
love through dialogue becomes
all the more imperative. Where
deep chasms and high wall exist,
the Divine Goodness can hardly
beginto be proclaimed, muchless
heard and understood. Dialogue
is a way of building bridges and
breaking down walls.

(Lifted from http://silsilahdialogue.
com)
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The Basic Course covers topics on
basic teachings of Islam and Christian-
ity; history of Islam and Christianity; the
holy books (the Qur’an and the Bible);
a beginner’s course in Arabic. Effort is
made to make the participants balanced
in number in terms of religion and all the
participants sit through all the sessions
together. An important component of the
course is the opportunity for the Muslim
and Christian participants to live and in-
teract with each other for a month, sharing
meals and discussions and group activities.
Surprisingly for many this would be a first
experience for a Muslim or a Christian
of close interactions with someone from
the other faith. To this is also added the
Exposure Experience for all participants.
For three weekends during the month
participants stay with a family belonging
to the faith different from the participant’s
own—a Muslim with a Christian family
and vice-versa.

The course participants usually have

a sprinkling of nationals from other coun-
tries, like Italy, Malaysia, Indonesia, China,
Japan, Vietnam, Cameroon, Brazil, etc. An
Indonesian participant had this to say of
his experience in the Basic Course:
1 have to admit that it is not that easy to
always keep [the essence of dialogue] in
our mind and heart while we are doing
our own struggle. That is probably why
dialogue or work for peace requires a
personal transformation as well. In Islamic
term we can probably call it as jihad; a
struggle to throw away our pessimism,
personal interests .... Change them into
sincerity and courage.”

The Special Course, which began
to be offered only in 1998, takes up a
special topic relevant to dialogue and
peace, and particularly in the context of
inter-religious dialogue in Mindanao. A
survey on the relevant topic for the course
is conducted in the months prior to the run
ofthe Special Course and the results shared
with the participants for their information
and discussion. The topics dealt with in
the Special Course have been changing
yearly. In 2012, the topic was, “Islamic
Da’wah and Christian Mission: Source
of Conflict or Challenges for Dialogue
and Peace?”

The courses of the Silsilah Dialogue
Institute are not the only formally struc-
tured ways to spread the ideas of dialogue.
There are short two- or three-day seminars
on the Culture of Dialogue, Path to Peace
given for the youth, catechists and madra-
sah teachers, young professional leaders
of the community and the like.




Inaddition to seminars and workshops
the Movement has several other programs
which are implemented to concretize what
it means to “love in action, in silence and
in harmony”.

The Dialogue with Creation program
seeks to instruct farmers in biodynamic
farming, food sufficiency and nutrition. In
the upland barangay of Baluno on the west
coast of Zamboanga City Silsilah has put
up the Escuela de Siembradores (School
for the Farmers) where the farmers gather
forinstruction on productive farming tech-
niques. A small mill for rice and corn has
also been set up for the farmers’ own crop.
The program seeks to engage the farmers
and the residents of the area in concerns
for conserving the environment. In this
regard, with the assistance of the Move-
ment a coop has been formed among the
residents of the area which made it possible
for them to be awarded a grant from the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) for tree farming.

The SilPeace Youth program spreads
the ideals of dialogue among hundreds
of Muslim and Christian students who
together attend seminars and growth ses-
sions. Simply interacting with one another
in shared activities provides the environ-
ment which helps to bring down whatever
biases the students might have picked up
in other environments in the community.
A summer camp organized every year
brings in at one time nearly 200 students
to the camp ground within Silsilah’s Har-
mony Village where the students stay for
aweek—sharing tasks, lessons, recreation
and most important, sharing dreams and
aspirations for the future.

The pursuit and the promotion of dia-
logue as this isunderstood in Silsilah is not
an easy one. To bring as many as possible
tolivelife-in-dialogue is not something that
canbeachieved quickly. As the late Bishop
Bienvenido Tudtud, who was bishop of
the Prelature of Marawi at the time of his
death in 1987, advised Fr. Sebastiano “Go
on, Sebastiano, butremember that dialogue
is work for a hundred years.”

“Dialogue starts from God and brings
people back to God.” This is an idea that
is held dear by those in the Movement. It
might also be added that prayer sustains
dialogue. One initiative of the Movement
is the Harmony Chain which is a far
reaching program of the Silsilah Dialogue
Movement. Across the Philippines and in
many countries in the world many peo-
ple—Muslims, Christians, Buddhists—are
linked (thus the name Harmony Chain) in
their common effort to pray the Harmony

Archbishop Romulo Valles talks with some Muslim religious leaders during a Priest-Ulama gather-

ing in Zamboanga City.

Participants of the Silsilah Summer Course on Muslim-Christian Dialogue visit a Mosque during

their exposure activity.

Prayer. People (individually, in the family
or in small groups in the work place) be-
come part of the chain when they pray the
Harmony Prayer at a given local time.

In all gatherings of Silsilah the Har-
mony Prayer is either said or sung. Many
other groups have recognized the wisdom
and the beauty of the thoughts expressed

in the Harmony Prayer, and have adopted
the prayer for their own use. Somewhere in
this article are the words of the Harmony
Prayer and how one may join the Harmony
Chain initiative.

Even as Silsilah promotes the vision
of a society marked by the Culture of
Dialogue, Path to Peace it is realized that
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many have actually been traumatized by
experiences resulting from a breakdown
of dialogue between groups. It is not just
the rebellion against the government of
the Philippines by mainly the NPA and
the MNLF/MILF that has brought about
the troubled conditions of Mindanao,
especially in the ZamPen and the Sulu-
Tawitawi archipelago. There have also
been family feuds and kidnapping activities
by criminal groups. Ordinary people have
been vulnerable to violent incidents that
happen in their own communities. Most
at risk have been women and children.
Recognizing this, Silsilah now runs the
Trauma Healing program. The program
began with a scoping of the situations in
barangays in Zamboanga City, Basilan
and Jolo. Information was gathered
through FGDs with residents of the target
barangays. From the information gathered
aprogram was designed to train barangay
leaders—selected officials, teachers and
parents—in the basics of counseling and
immediate intervention for community
residents traumatized by violent incidents
that happen in the barangay. The program
does not field trainees as therapists but
rather provides some individuals in the
community with the basic skills to help
trauma victims deal with their anxiet-
ies and fears until such time as more
professional attention can be obtained.
The family members are also helped to
understand better the behavior of the
trauma sufferer.

The Silsilah Dialogue Movement of-
fers a full plate of programs and initiatives
in the pursuit of its vision of dialogue.
While Fr. Sebastiano D’ Ambra, PIME is
undoubtedly the moving spirit behind the
Movement he is assisted by a committed
staff and volunteers. Foremost are the
members of the Emmaus Dialogue Com-
munity, a lay Catholic consecrated group of
single women whose charismis towork and
promote dialogue. Affiliated with the Em-
maus Dialogue Community is the Emmaus
Circle which has as members professional
men and women who also share the vision
of Silsilah and are active in the various
activities undertaken by Silsilah.

A group of Muslim women taking
the example of Emmaus was organized
in Silsilah, a group called, “Muslimah”
(Muslim Women for Dialogue and Peace).
Those who are attracted by the vision and
mission of Silsilah become members witha
specificidentity in“Personalized Member-
ship” and to some remain only friends of
Silsilah. The main office of the Movement
is in Harmony Village in Pitogo, Sinunuc
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Silsilah offers prison inmates welfare and development for personal transformation in Zamboanga

Ciy jail.

in the western coast of Zamboanga City
and about 7 kilometers from the city cen-
ter. Harmony Village is a green wooded
area of about 14 hectares which exude the
peace and tranquility that characterize a
soul in dialogue “with God, with the self,
with others and with creation”. In the vil-
lage are different buildings that house the
offices, the classrooms and session halls,
the library, the dormitories, prayer houses
(mosque and chapel) and other facilities
for the use of those who come to know

and learn more about dialogue.

We live in a world made small by
jet travel and the other applications of
technology, particularly by the Internet.
But it is also a world of conflict and pain
arising from the breakdown of dialogue
in families, between tribes and nations.
It is the vision of the Silsilah Dialogue
Movement to work for a world healed by
dialogue, a world made whole by dialogue,
a world made one with God the Creator
of all.
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Holy See Statement at the Rio+20

(Full text of the intervention of the Holy See Delegation at the Rio+20 delivered on June 22, 2012 by
the Pope’s special envoy, Cardinal Odilo Pedro Scherer, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

“The right to water, the right to food, the right to health and the right to education are
intrinsically linked to the right to life and to the right to development.”

MADAME President,
Excellencies, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

My delegation
warmly thanks the
Government of Brazil
for hosting this im-
portant Conference on
sustainable develop-
ment, expresses grati-
tude to the people of
Brazil for their warm
hospitality, and is
pleased to participate
inthis timely gathering
of representatives of
the international com-
munity meeting at this
significant juncture in
human history.

Now is the op-
portune time to ad-
dress the many threats
to the human family
and its earthly home
posed by the per-
sisting injustice of
hunger, poverty and
underdevelopment
which continue to
plague our societies.
It is the firm hope of the Holy See that
this opportunity may provide the occa-
sion at last to set aside the hermeneutic
of suspicion underpinning partisan self-
interest and protectionism in favor of
a true solidarity between us, especially
with the poor. This is the time to commit
ourselves to a more just distribution of
the abundant goods of this world and to
the pursuit of a more integral develop-
ment which corresponds to the dignity
of every human being.

For the Holy See, this requires
above all maintaining the proper rela-
tion of the means to its end. Standing
at the centre of the created world is the
human person—and, therefore, also at
the centre of sustainable development,
as affirmed by the First Rio Principle.

Each individual human life, from con-
ception until natural death, is of equal
value and dignity.

Any new model of development,
such as the "green economy," must be
anchored in and permeated by those prin-
ciples which are the basis for the effective
promotion of human dignity, namely:
responsibility, even when changes must
be made to patterns of production and
consumption; promoting and sharing
in the common good; access to primary
goods including such essential and funda-
mental goods as nutrition, health, educa-
tion, security and peace; solidarity of a
universal scope, capable of recognizing
the unity of the human family; protection
of creation linked to inter-generational
equity; the universal destination of goods

www.youthpolicy.org

and the fruits of human enterprise; and the
accompanying principle of subsidiarity,
which permits public authorities at all
levels to operate in an efficacious manner
for the uplifting of each and every person
and community.

This is all the more marked in in-
ternational relations where application
of these principles between and within
states favors an appropriate transfer of
technology, the promotion of a global
commercial system that is inclusive and
fair, as well as respect for obligations in
aid-for-development and the determina-
tion of new and innovative financial
instruments which place human dignity,
the common good, and the safeguarding of
the environment at the centre of economic
activity. The unique and fundamental
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role of the family—which
the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights declares
the fundamental group-unit
of society—deserves spe-
cial mention here because
education and development
begins in the family, where
all these principles are trans-
mitted to and assimilated by
future generations so that
their members assume their
proper responsibility in so-
ciety.

The right to water, the
right to food, the right to
health and the right to educa-
tion are intrinsically linked
to the right to life and to the
rightto development. There-
fore, we must be bold in
affirming them, and equally
resolved to safeguard the
evident reality that these
rights are at the service of
the human person. The risk
of obscuring this correct re-
lationship seems particularly
to be the case in the right to
health, where the promotion
of a conception of health
can be observed that pro-
foundly menaces the dignity
of the human person. Im-
posing death upon the most
vulnerable human lives—
namely, those in the safest
sanctuary of their mothers'
wombs—cannot conceiv-
ably be brought under the no-
menclature of health-care or
simply health. This performs
no true service to authentic
human development or its
true appreciation; indeed
it constitutes the greatest
violation of human dignity
and unjustifiable disservice
because development, at all
stages of life, is at the service
of human life.

Madame President,

The ongoing economic
and financial crisis has risked
undermining the great prog-
ress made in recent decades
in technological and scien-
tific development. Engaging
such problems honestly and
courageously will challenge
the international community

IMPACT - July 2012

to a renewed and deepened
reflection on the meaning of
the economy and its purposes,
aswell as arenewal of models
of development which will not
allow the “why” of develop-
ment to be overwhelmed by
the urgent “how” of techno-
logical solutions. This ex-
amination must include not
merely the economic or eco-
logical state of health of the
planet, but must also require
taking stock of the moral and
cultural crisis, the symptoms
of which are now evident in
all parts of the world. This is
undoubtedly a complex chal-
lenge to confront, butthe Holy
See stresses the importance of
moving from amerely techno-
logical model of development
to an integrally human model
which takes as its point of de-
parture the dignity and worth
ofeachand everyperson. Each
individual member of society
is called to adopt a vocational
attitude which freely assumes
responsibility, in genuine soli-
darity with one anotherand all
of creation.

In conclusion, Madame
President, itis people who are
charged with stewardship over
nature; but as with everything
human, this stewardship nec-
essarily possesses an ethical
dimension. In the discharge
of this right and duty, a just
solidarity with our fellow hu-
man beings is always implicit,
including those yetto be born.
This requires of us a duty
towards future generations
who will inherit the conse-
quences of our decisions. In
this regard, this Conference
provides an opportunity for
governments to come together
to help chart a course for ad-
vancing development for all
people especially those who
are most in need.

Once again, Madame
President, we express our
gratitude for the leadership
of Brazil in hosting this Con-
ference, and sincerely hope
that this will help promote
the future that together we
all need. Thank you.

Press Statement

Two Years Under Aquino
Governance Grim,
Deceptive and Bloody

here is no meaning-
I ful change under the
Aquino Administra-
tion. His two years in office
has only unmasked itself with
his real priorities and agenda
of safeguarding the status quo
beneficial to the elite few —the
powerful, bigbusinesses, land-
lords and US empire power.
President Aquino only proves
his efficiency of continuing the
same policies and programs
of the immoral, corrupt and
human rights violator that is
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.

Theroad is dark and hol-
low. With Aquino’s embrace
to the dictates of neo-liberal
policies of globalization (lib-
eralization, deregulation and
privatization), he has obvi-
ously pursued the same poli-
cies already in place since
past administrations. The
MTPDP 2011-2016 has out-
lined economic policies in
servitude to few foreign and
local big business corpora-
tions. Under his economic
flagship, Public-Private Part-
nership (PPP), the privatiza-
tion of all government ser-
vices is tightly sealed putting
public welfare ata steep price
tag making it inaccessible
to the majority poor popu-
lace. Domestic power con-
sumption and toll fees, for
example, have significantly
increased from 300 to 500%
after privatization.

Pres. Aquino claims
that with sound economic
policies, the country’s GDP
has increased. On the con-
trary, SWS Survey reports
52 percent of the Filipinos
experienced hunger. Where
has the wealth of nation
gone? Has it gone to the 15

richest Filipinos whose ac-
cumulated wealth in 2012
reached US38.2B or roughly
PhP1.6T which, appallingly,
can almost cover the whole
2012 Philippine budget at
PhP1.8T? Has it gone to
families long entrenched in
the power circle of Philip-
pine politics and economy?
The Hacienda Luisita farm
workers have yet to see that
their land is distributed on just
grounds. CARPER has failed
to fulfill its mandate to ensure
land ownership to the tillers.
Worse, vast tracts of land are
now re-concentrated back to
the landlords now utilizing
the land for tourism, real-
estate projects and other for-
profit activities. Worst, band
aid solutions such as the Con-
ditional Cash Transfers do not
develop the productivity of
impoverished citizens.
Undoubtedly, the admin-
istration is using the convic-
tion of former Chief Justice
Renato Corona as a victory
over injustice and corruption.
Yet we see, on the one hand,
the glaring presence of his
kabarkada, kaklase at kaba-
rilan in lucrative government
posts. Likewise, his refusal
to sign the waiver over his
finances for public scrutiny is
atelling sign. The US-RP Joint
Military Exercise (Balikatan)
under the blanket of Visiting
Forces Agreementand Mutual
Logistics Support Agreement
has utilized the whole archi-
pelago as launching base to
secure US economic interests
in the Asia-Pacific notwith-
standing glaring violations
on patrimony and national
sovereignty. Furthermore, the
pronouncement of good gov-
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ernance is under fire when
we see the budget for health,
education and housing at a
plunging rate.

Aquino’s hands are
tainted with blood. The hu-
man rights violations are but
a reflection of the internal
security policy identifiable
with that of the gross violator
that is Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo. Within two years,
a repackaged counter-insur-
gency program named Oplan
Bayanihan, purportedly for
peace and development, could
not gloss over the culture
of impunity that reveals 76
extra-judicially killed, 9 en-
forced disappeared and 62
tortured victims on top of
the thousands of unresolved
cases from the previous ad-
ministration. The killing and
still unresolved case of Fr.
Fausto Tentorio, PIME is an
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obvious sign ofa government
inept in the face of unabated
and unresolved human rights
violations. Perpetrators and
mastermind remain at large
or are free from criminal li-
ability. Gen. Jovito Palparan
is believed to be cuddled by
fellows in a military camp and
Mrs. Arroyo remains unac-
countable on the offenses
and violations she committed
under her term.
Furthermore, the formal
peace talks of the GPH with
NDFP and MILF is far from
achievinganegotiated political
settlement. Instead, GPH of-
fers a palliative and deceptive
solution to the armed conflict
through PAMANA of OPAPP.
It lures the revolutionaries to
surrender to the government
rather than address the root-
causes of the long years of
armed conflict. It engages in

P

civil-military operations and
socio-economic projects un-
der Oplan Bayanihan, while
it attacks the civil and politi-
cal rights of the people in the
communities.

Civil society organiza-
tions, including churches
through the Church-Military
Advisory Group, are enjoined
to give legitimacy to this
framework as part of a peace
constituency. Simultaneously,
AFP’s primary role of combat
operation continues to wreck
havoc and terror in many com-
munities.

Pres. Aquino has fell short
in addressing long-standing
concerns of the people. He had
shown no interest in ensuring
national industrialization and
genuine land reform and been
too inept in making the past
administration accountable.

The righteous path we
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have known is the way to
JUSTICE. We are witnessing
sharp ironies in this time of
crisis and tribulations. While
few powerful elite celebrates
the profit they got through the
policies and programs of the
Aquino government, millions
are living in unspeakable suf-
fering.

Our eyes have seen and
our ears have heard the agonies
of the people. The Aquino ad-
ministration has yetto fulfill its
mandate and accountability to
the people. He cannot continue
to ride on the notoriety of his
predecessor to save face nor
resorttorhetoric and palliatives
to sustain public trust.

NARDY SABINO

General Secretary
Promotion of Church People’s
Response (PCPR)

July 1, 2012
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FROM THE
BLOGS

A hurting
banking system

his is in no way meant to sow intrigue in the
world of local banking, much less to cause distrust

among Filipinos dealing with this and/or that bank
in the country. This is but to call attention to the recent
bad news that some 41 banks closed within the past 18
months—which notice can be verified. This is not to
mention the fact that these and those banks are now be-
ing bought by other banks. Although the situation may
be neither that disturbing nor desperate, as the saying
goes, “Being forewarned is being forearmed.” It cannot
be then said that there is a conspiracy of silence in such
a serious and delicate matter as the banking system in
the Philippines.

It is true that only relatively few Filipinos have bank-
ing accounts of one kind or another. But what a big pity if
even these few would be lost banking patrons. Distrust in
the banking system is a big loss to the financial stability of
this already financially limping country. This is neither a
truly technical knowledge norareally profound conclusion.
It is enough to recall the cry of anger and despair on the
part of people who lost their hard earned money to long
past and more recent bank-runs.

All the above said observations are worth seri-
ous consideration on the part of the general public—
notwithstanding the poorly scripted story of the ruling
administration showing off its self-serving generosity
in terms of extending a whopping 1 billion US$ loan to
the IMF. Needless to say, that is a lot of money com-
ing from public funds in terms of direct and indirect
taxes paid by the Filipinos from birth to death. The
simple yet incisive one-word questions frequently
asked and heard from the general public about such
a hypocritical design of the present government are:
Ha? What? Why?

Going back to a more down-to-earth subject matter of
banking, there is this advisory that sees print every now
and then. It is a titled “Be a Wise Saver.” What it says is
simple yettrue, and therefore worthy of sober consideration.
Among its pieces of advice are the following: Be prudent.
Know your bank. Keep your bank records.

Be prudent: Do not put savings in a bank just because
it is near you—and/or it has big and enticing advertise-
ments.

Know your bank: Do not entrust your savings to a
bank just because it gives big interests—without knowing
its integrity and stability.

Keep your bank records: Do not just keep the records
of your bank transactions here and there—but together in
a safe place.

Happy banking!

www.ove.blogspot.com
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Globalization

«“ lobalization” has become an “in” word in these
Gtimes and age. It is by and large considered as a

term used by the wise and the updated in modern
history, the knowledgeable and intelligent in socio-political
science—or whatever. Such perception is not really alto-
gether ridiculous—much less false. That being the case,
perhaps—just perhaps—it would not be altogether wrong
nor superfluous to have a closer look into the meaning and
implications of the terminology even if only to have but a
basic understanding of the word.

One humanity, one world, one people. This can be
said as the fundamental features if not essential elements
of “globalization.” One humanity, that should not be un-
dermined by greed and insensitivity—but enhanced by
altruism and concern. One world, that ought to be kept
intact by the observance of justice and the enjoyment of
peace. One people, who must acknowledge that they are
all equal in human dignity and human rights. This can be
said as the rather sublime understanding and profound ap-
preciation of “globalization.”

One economy, one development and progress. This
can also be said as the more down to earth perception of
“globalization”—in the positive sense. One economic
regression, one underdevelopment and retrogression. This
in turn can be the negative connotation of globalization.
After all is said and done, the world as a whole, ultimately
moves forward or backward—in line with the plain say-
ing of realistic people that “Together we stand or together
we fall.”

One plight, one fate, one destiny. This can likewise be
said as the substantial meaning of “globalization” implying
that humanity has become more conscious of its common
fortune or misfortune, that the world has shrunk very much
in reach and extent, that people are now more aware that
notwithstanding their marked differences in color, race,
and creed, they are the same people who know what is
joy and sorrow, what is abundance and want, what is a
benediction or a curse.

Given the phenomenon of “globalization,” there
arise certain questions, the answers to which have big
relevance and profound impact not only to the present
generation but also to those who are yet to come: Why
are there countries that are very much preoccupied with
manufacture of weapons of mass destruction? Why are
there countries that deliberately and eagerly want to
have and amass all the wealth and fortune from all the
continents, leaving these impoverished and miserable?
Why do people in those few so-called “first world”
countries think or believe that they will live happily
forever and ever—if they have everything and keep
anything?

GLOBALIZATION—what is it now and what will
it be then?

www.ove.blogspot.com



EDITORIAL

here are no less than some 32 different forms are either managed by personalities with clean hands
I of illegal gambling in the Philippines—from or patronized by honorable individuals. The reality is
“Alpor” to “Video Karera.” There are also more that big gambling—be it legal or illegal—usually and
than 17 modalities of the called legal gambling in the mainly has the following suspicious clientele, to men-
country—from Bacarat to Slot Machines. The said tion but a few: Syndicates. Mobs. Gangsters. Addicts.
gambling varieties are directly under the operationand Hoodlums. This is not to mention money launderers
management of the so-called “Gambling Lords” for and other suspicious characters with shady ventures
illegal gambling plus the PCSO and the PAGCOR for immersed in really big gambling syndicates.
legal gambling—noting that the latter two downright Furthermore it is but a cloud-9 claim that gam-
gambling entities are both official government corpora-  bling specially when legal and wherefore official, is
tions now directly operating under the authority of no not accompanied by prostitution, drug peddling and
less than Malacafiang. other vicious activities such as profiteering money
In addition, there is the now on-going and forthcom-  lenders with obnoxious interests and the like. The so-
ing big and expensive, impressive and luxurious “Las called “professional” gambling enters the realm of the
Vegas of the Philippines” being built and funded by litany of vices. In other words, it is a vicious venture

“official” local and foreign gambling corporations—  with vicious ways and ends that are incongruous with
with PAGCOR as the leading and brokering agency, as  “Matuwid Na Daan.”
the lead government gambling corporate entity behind Thus stand the features, implications and con-

the project. This is why the forthcoming center of of- sequences of a gambling economy. This leads to a
ficial gambling has the official backing of no less than distorted value system, an errant ethical standard, an
the present administration. The truth is that as of now, amoral way of living—productive of broken lives,
there is nothing that can stop the emerging world class  broken families and broken national pride. A gambling
gambling den—with or withoutthe camouflage ofhotels, economy is both a big shame and a big liability to
entertainment places and shopping stores. people. It tramples upon the imperative of industry

It is whistling in the dark to say that such many by cultivating instead the cult of indolence and the
and different official and unofficial gambling operations  mentality of luck.
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FROM THE
INBOX

From the email messages of may_rv2003@yahoo.com

When God created mothers

‘ ” J hen the Good Lord was creating

mothers, He was into His sixth

day of “overtime” when the

angel appeared and said, “You’re doing a
lot of fiddling around on this one.”

And God said, “Have you read
the specs on this order? She has to
be completely washable, but not
plastic. Have 180 moveable parts...
all replaceable. Run on black coffee
and leftovers. Have a lap that disap-
pears when she stands up. A kiss that
can cure anything from a broken leg
to a disappointed love affair; and six
pairs of hands.”

The angel shook her head slowly and
said, “Six pairs of hands.... no way.”

“It’s not the hands that are causing
me problems,” God remarked.

“It’s the three pairs of eyes that moth-
ers have to have.”

“That’s on the standard model?” asked
the angel. God nodded.

“One pair that sees through closed
doors when she asks, ‘What are you
kids doing in there?’” when she already
knew. Another here in the back of her
head that sees what she shouldn’t but

THE PREDICTIONS

n ancient king once dreamed that all his teeth
Ahad fallen out. He was naturally concerned

about his dream, so the next morning he sent
for a soothsayer to interpret his dream for him.

The soothsayer listened to the king’s dream,
pondered it for a moment, and then delivered this

pronouncement:

“Your Highness, the dream means that all your
relatives will die and you will be left alone.”

The king was furious at the soothsayer’s inter-
pretation, and he demanded the soothsayer remove

himself from the palace at once.

what she has to know, and
of course the ones here
in front that can look at
a child when he goofs up
and say, ‘Tunderstand and I
love you’ without so much
as uttering a word.”

“God,” said the angel
touching his sleeve gen-
tly, “Get some rest tomor-
row....”

“I can’t,” said God,
“I’'m so close to creating
something so close to my-
self. Already I have one
who heals herself when she is sick...
can feed a family of six on one pound of
hamburger...and can get a nine year old
to stand under a shower.”

The angel circled the model of a
mother very slowly. “It’s too soft,” she
sighed.

“But tough!” said God excitedly.
“You can imagine what this mother can
do or endure.”

“Can it think?”

“Notonly canitthink, butitcanreason
and compromise,” said the Creator.

Then the king called for a second soothsayer.

Finally, the angel bent over and ran
her finger across the cheek.

“There’s a leak,” she pronounced. “I
told You that You were trying to put too
much into this model.”

“It’s not a leak,” said the Lord. “It’s
a tear.”

“What’s it for?”

“It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment,
pain, loneliness, and pride.”

“You are a genius,” said the angel.

Somberly God said, “I didn’t put it
there.”

This soothsayer listened to the king’s dream,
pondered for a moment, and then proclaimed: “Re-
joice, O King! The dream means that you will live
many more years. In fact, you will outlive all your
relatives! LONG LIVE THE KING!”

This interpretation so pleased the king that he
gave the interpreter a large purse of gold.

Essentially, the two soothsayers made the same
prediction. But there was a big difference in HOW
they delivered the message. As a result, there was a
big difference in how the message was received.

It’s not WHAT you say, but HOW you say it
that counts!
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certain man made an appoint-

Aranent toseeapsychologist. He

rrived at the psychologist’s

office and said to him, “Doctor, I

always feel depressed. No matter

what I do I still feel depressed. I just
don’t know what to do.”

The psychologist looked at him
and said, “Come with me to the
window.”

The man followed and then the
psychologist pointed outside and
said, “Do you see that tent over there

in the distance? Well, there is a circus
in town and it is really good. There
are lots of acts to watch, specially
the clown acts. And there is one
clown in particular who is extremely
funny. He will make you rock with
laughter over and over again. Go
and see that clown and I guarantee
that you will not have reason to be
depressed again!”

The man turned to the psycholo-
gist with sad eyes and said, “Doctor,
I am that clown!”



PRAYER FOR THE CANONIZATION OF
FATHER MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender l
of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, '
Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostie of
Y Christian family life and to lead the young to the
1pe v mffﬂ&fﬁ generous service of their neighbor. Through the

- - example of his life and virtue may we follow your

Father Mlchael J. Mcleney‘ Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his com-
mandment of charity and building up his Body which

; P J Lo is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant

Fﬂﬂﬂd’ﬂ’ 'I'I:'-'._f"t}";"'fll Knjgfjrj EE](‘CEJZM ?Héuj prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that
Apostle to the Young and Protector of Christian Family Life we may continue his work of coring for the needy
and the cutcast. We humbly ask that you glorify
Please report all favors received: your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney

. on eorth according to the design of your holy will.
favors@fathermegivney.ph | www. fathermegivney.ph

; Through his inte i nt the f I now
Tel. No.: (02) 994-3710 | Mobile No.: (63) 927-6996090 P s e
e present (here make your request). Through Christ
Znights of Columbug

our Lord. Amen.
General Luna cor Sta. Potenciana Su., Intranures, Manila, Philippines



ENTERTAINMENT

Carorzc INITIATIVE FOR
ENLIGHTENED MovIE APPRECIATION

security penitentiary called MS1 out-

side the earth’s orbit wherein criminals
are kept in suspended animation or statis.
The president’s daughter Emilie Warnock
(Maggie Grace) visits the prison to inves-
tigate if the convicts are indeed being used
as human guinea pigs and if statis leads to
psychopathy and dementia. Unfortunately,
during the interrogation, one ofthe convicts
escapes and releases all other prisoners,
resulting to a riot and the hostage of the
Emilie and the rest of the prison staff.
The Secret Service devices a plan to save
Emilie by sending wrongly accused and
sarcastically brooding CIA agent Snow
(Guy Pearce) in the penitentiary. Although
reluctant at first to accept the suicide mis-
sion, his fellow CIA agent Shaw (Lennie
Shaw) convinces him to go by pointing
out that the only person who will be able
to clear his name and reputation is one of
the prisoners in MS1.

The film borrows too much from other
movies namely Escape from New York
and Alcatraz, to be original. The plot is
predictable and the characters come off as
caricatures. Although the action sequences
are fast-paced and excitable, it shows noth-
ing really creative or innovative. It does
get boring after the first few explosions
and hysteria of being chased throughout
the film. The only successful ingredient in
the film is the chemistry between Pearce
and Grace providing a few laughs with
their constant banter and Pearce’s dead
tone liners and electrifying presence.
Even at the very start of the conflict, we
are sure of which characters will live
and which one will die but nonetheless,
the audience are glued to the screen as it
does deliveran easily digestible and cheap
entertainment.

One thing admirable with the film is
the desire of the protagonist to help people
whether criminals, hostages or the good
guys. Emilie is an epitome of people-
oriented leader who has no qualms about
selflessness and compassion—at times
to the point of stupidity (like telling the
lunatic Hydell where she can found)—
but still enough to make one appreciate
goodness amidst a world transformed into
self-centeredness and amorality.

Lockout is like most action films
where the way to achieve justice, freedom

In 2079, the US has built a maximum

IMPACT - July 2012

CAST: GUY PEARCE, MAGGIE GRACE, VINCENT REGAN, JOSEPH GILGUN,
LENNIE JAMES, PETER STORMARE DIRECTOR: JAMES MATHER, STEPHEN
ST. LEGER STORY AND SCREENPLAY: LUC BESSON PRODUCER: MARC
LIBERT, LEILA SMITH GENRE: SCI-FIACTION LOCATION: OUTER SPACE

TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT ee
MORAL ASSESSMENT: ¢4¢
CINEMA RATING: FOR VIEWERS 18 AND ABOVE
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or redemption is to have blood splattered  the crude entertainment and modest values
indiscreetly and dead bodies scattered it may have is only suitable for older and
about fromthefirstscene to the last. Hence, more mature audiences.
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HONG KONG. New leader faces ouster

New Hong Kong leader Leon Chun-
ying is facing legal charges, filed by
pro-democracy lawmakers less than
a week after he took office, for alleged
“illegal conduct” by making a “false
and misleading statement” during the
election. The case, which seeks to oust
Leung from office, centers on his pledge
that his house had no illegal improve-
mentworks — a controversial issue that
saw support for his main rival Henry
Tang dramatically plunge after anillegal
basementwasfound athishome. Leung
apologized afterlocalmediadiscovered
his home had six illegal structures. He
quickly demolished them.

INDONESIA. 2 bird flu scares strike
Asia

At least two cases of bird flu strike
Asia again and sparked fears among
residents. In Indonesia’s Karawang
district on July 3, an 8-year old girl has
died of bird flu, the country’s eighth fatal
case this year. In Hong Kong, officials
closed Yuen Po Street, a popular tourist
spotinthe city’s bustling Mongkok district
where hundreds of caged birds are on
display afterthe deadly H5N1 avianvirus
was detected at one of the stalls.

LAOS. Mining moratorium introduced

The Lao government has an-
nounced a moratorium for 4 years
on new mining investments and the
granting of concessions for rubber
plantations due to environmental and
social concerns. It will allow land sur-
veys and assessments to be made.
Chairman of the NGO network, the
Land Issues Working Group, Nishan
Disanayake said it supports the gov-
ernment's decision, but saysit should
also include projects that have been
approved, but have not started.

PAKISTAN. NATO supply to open
anew

The US Secretary of State, Hillary
Clinton, says Pakistan has agreed to

reopen supply lines to NATO forcesin
Afghanistan. Pakistan had closed the
route lastNovember after US air strikes
killed 24 Pakistani soldiers ata border
post. Clinton said she has offered
Pakistan “sincere condolences” for
the deaths. Pakistani Foreign Minister
Hina Rabbani Khar has informed her
thatthe supply lines are opening again
with no transit fees to be charged.

KOREA. Gov't plans to start scientific
whaling

The government said it wants to
start hunting minke whales under
a loophole that allows the killing of
whales for scientific research. South
Korean delegates confirmed the plan
atameeting ofthe International Whal-
ing Commission in Panama. They
said fishermen had been calling for
the whales to be killed because “an
increasing number of minke whales
are eating away large amount of fish
stocks which should be consumed by
human being.” At sometimes heated
talks, South Korea said it would an-
nounce later how many whales it
would kill and when, but insisted that
it did not need foreign approval.

THAILAND. Refinery closed after ex-
plosion and fire

The recent explosion at an oil re-
fineryinanindustrial area of Bangkok
has sparked a massive fire, sendinga
thick column of smoke into the airthat
could be seen across the Thai capital.
There were no reported injuries in
the blast and subsequent fire, which
prompted the government to close
the 120,000 barrels-a-day refinery for
atleast 30 days. Early investigations
by operator Bangchak Petroleum
suggested the blast was caused by
an oil or gas leak, said the company's
president Anusorn Sangnimnuan.

BANGLADESH. Workers send record
amount home

New job opportunities in the oil
rich Middle East have bolstered

the Bangladeshi economy, with mi-
grant workers sending him a record
$US12.85 billion in the fiscal year,
which ended in June. The execu-
tive director of Bangladesh's central
bank, M. Ahsanullah said the amount
is a 10.26 per cent increase on the
lastfiscal year. Bangladesh has more
than eight million migrant workers
sending money back home.

INDIA. Flooding displaces more than
2 million

Officials said at least 79 people
have been killed and more than two
million people have been displaced
by floods and landslides in the
northeastern state of Assam and de-
stroying thousands of homes as well
as roads, bridges and power lines.
The state government is providing
makeshift housing to half a million
people. Authorities have given shel-
ter,food and medicines to thousands
of homeless people, and deployed
mobile medical teams to prevent the
outbreak of disease.

PHILIPPINES. Group urges Aquino to
end neglect of human rights

Amnesty International lamented
the continuing injustice and neglect
of humanrights especially of peoples
livingin poverty, whenitlaunched the
“State of the World’s Human Rights
Report2012” atAbuhan Dosin Cebu
City. The Amnesty International re-
port 2012: The State of the World's
Human Rights, a 419 pages report,
gives aglimpse of the state of human
rights in 2011 in 155 countries and
territories and 5 regions of the world.
The report highlights the endemic
failure of leadership at local and
international levels to protect human
rights. The report shows concrete
proofs that political leaders of the
world, in the Asia Pacific and the
Philippines have repeatedly broken
promises or left undelivered the so-
cial contract between governments

and the governed.

Volume 46 * Number 7




For Those Days When An
Apple May Not Be Enough

Prescribing an apple a day to keep the doctor away may f -~ ,..r
not be enough. :
Good thing there’s MEDICard that could assist you in your

healthcare needs: MEDIC d
« HMO Cards « Corporate Clinic Management ar
The H: Jelerve

+ Qut-patient clinics + Comprehensive Occupational Healtheare | decerve

« In patient programs Health and Wellness Programs

For maore details, please call: 88-4-9999; 848-6451 to 56; 810-1503
or visit www.medicardphils.com




