Fine gLuswe
'GROWTH’ on
7J0§,LESSNESS*"

An Infarmal Surveyly

o | {2 gy |



Quote in the Act

“The Filipinos did not contribute to solving the
long-term problem by falling into a short-term
confrontation with the Chinese, in a bid to quickly
resolve an unresolvable territorial issue.”

Jeffrey ABader, a formeradviser to President Obama on China policy; onthe Scarborough
Shoal standoff between China and Philippines discussed by president Aquino during his
visit to the White House first week of June; Obama reportedly raised the need for “a
strong set of international norms and rules governing maritime disputes in the region.

“Nobody is spending.”

Yu Jia, owner of a general merchandize store in Qingxi, a town in southeastern China;

due to a slowing economy, sales have fallen by nearly a third since January this year,

which prompted China's central bank to announce that it would cut interest rates by

a quarter of a percentage to make it easier for companies and individuals to borrow
money and start spending again.

“The only place that this grain deserves to be is in
the stomachs of the people who are hungry.”

Biraj Patnaik, adviser to India’s Supreme Court on food issues; on the paradox of

India’s food system that has the biggest grain stockpile in the region after China’s yet

one-fith of the population are hungry and malnourished largely due to corruption and
mismanagement.

“We propose to rid the country of this usurper who
wants to rob us and rule for life.”

Boris Nemtsov, Russia’s former deputy premier; addressed tens of thousands of

demonstrators, repeating accusations that President Vladimir Putin had stolen the

March presidential elections by fraud; crowds that marched through Moscow demanded
Putin’s resignation.

“We have raised the bar of transparency and
accountability for public officials.”

Jose Palma, archbishop of Cebu and president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference
of the Philippines; in a statement released after the conviction of Chief Justice Renato
Corona by an impeachment court.

“We are fighting our sovereignty over Scarborough
Shoal, but here in front of us—face to face— they
are gradually claiming our lands.”

Fr. Edu Gariguez, executive secretary of National Secretariat for Social Action of the

Catholic Bishops" Conference of the Philippines; lamenting the government’s priority

concession to Chinese mining companies that are extracting magnetite sand from rice
fields in MacArthur, Leyte.
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of Agrarian Reform’s (DAR)

failure to distribute the lands
thatoughttohavebeen distributed
them since a long time ago—hun-
dreds of farmers, in fact, 100 from
Mindanao, and some 500 from
Visayas and Luzon— braved the
sun and distance as they trekked
hundreds of kilometers to knock
at the door of Malacafang and
press its occupant to complete the
distribution of CARPable lands to
farmers.

In protest of the Department

Leaving Mindanao on May 31,
all farmers converged in Batangas
pier on June 6 and began their
march towards Manila to seek
a dialogue with the President,
oblivious to the fact that the one
they are seeking to dialogue with
will have been out of the country
when they reached the Palace door
on June 8.

The poor farmers have been
protesting the dilly-dallying of
DAR officials in fully implement-
ing the Land Acquisition and
Distribution (LAD) component
of the Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Program Extension with
Reforms (CARPER), and they
wanted Aquino tointervene. They

have a reason to be edgy on
DAR’s underperformance
since CARPER will end in
2014, with yet some 1,093

605&00@3/

million hectares of CARPable
lands still need to be acquired
and distributed among farm-
er-beneficiaries.

Ironically, it was Aquino’s
mother, then President Corazon
Cojuangco Aquino, who intro-
duced theagrarianreform program
as the centerpiece of her adminis-
tration, after she rose to power in
1986. But 24 years after, her bold
program of alleviating poverty in
the countryside through agrarian
reformisstillentangled inamassive
maze of gridlock, due mainly to the
resistance of big landowners, her
family included, who did not want
to let go of their vast lands.

Nevertheless, on April 24 this
year, the Supreme Court ruled
with finality the distribution of
Hacienda Luisita—owned by
President Aquino’s family —to
some 6, 296 farmworkers’ benefi-
ciaries. Althoughseenasatriumph
of social justice, the SC ruling did
not automatically translate to im-
mediate land transfer as the Co-
juangco-Aquino family demands

NOTE

in payments billions of pesos for
the Hacienda. Whether or not the
farm lots will be fully distributed
soon, still remains to be seen.

Always at the side of the poor,
the Catholic Church has added
its voice to the farmers’ pleas and
asked the President to finally finish
the implementation of CARPER
before it expires in 2014. In a
statement, it said: “The church has
known them—these farmersrisked
their lives for Cory and believed
her promise that the CARP will
liberate them from the bondage
of serfdom. They voted for PNoy
because he represented their last
chance at realizing their dream of
owning their own land.”

Thisissue opens with Archbish-
op Antonio]. Ledesma’s “Pacemin
Terris and Catholic Peacebuilding
Today”. Our staff writer, Charles
Avilapensour cover story with his
“Inclusive Growth or Joblessness?
An Informal Survey.” Read On.
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By Archbishop Antonio J.
Ledesma, S.J.

anniversary of Pope John XXIII’s
encyclical, Pacem in Terris, the Pon-
tifical Council for Justice and Peace, in
collaboration with Caritas Internationalis
and the Catholic Peacebuilding Network,

In preparation for next year’s 50th

held a seminar on “New Challenges for
Catholic Peacebuilding.” This was held
on 29-30 May 2012 at the PCJP confer-
ence hall, San Calisto, Vatican City, in
Trastevere, Rome.

~Pacem in: Terris

=1 | and Catholic}
PeacebuildingiToday

More than 40 participants rep-
resenting a cross-section of Catholic
peacebuilders came from different parts
of the world, particularly from conflict
areas in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
The Catholic Church has been called
“a powerful force for peace, freedom,
justice and reconciliation.” However,
the courageous peacebuilding efforts
of many Catholic communities often
remain unknown and under-analyzed.
Hencethe objectives ofthe seminar were
to map out the best practices of contem-
porary peacebuilding and to reflect on
Pacemin Terris asaliving document that

could inspire “the further development of
Catholic theology, ethics, practice, and
spirituality of peacebuilding.”

I. Significance of Pacem in Terris
Echoing the angelic message of
peace on earth on that first Christmas
night, Pope John’s encyclical has been
called the “first declaration of human
rights by the Catholic magisterium.”
Indeed, Pacem in Terris only came 15
years after the Universal Declaration of
Human Rightsin 1948. Butits systematic
exposition of humanrights complements
and deepens the meaning of humanrights
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enumerated in the United Nations docu-
ment. The U.N. declaration ofhuman rights
came in the aftermath of two world wars
that had witnessed the gross violations of
human rights against individuals as well
as against sovereign states. On the other
hand, Pacem in Terris came in the wake of
the Cuban missile crisis in October 1962
which brought the superpowers onto the
brink of a Third World War.

The papal encyclical does not make
the usual appeal to banish war and uphold
the ideal of peace. Rather, as pointed out
by Cardinal Peter K.A. Turkson, PCJP
President, the encyclical starts out on the
building blocks of human dignity and hu-
manrelationships. Fromthese core values,
in widening circles, Pope John’s social
encyclical describes Order between men
(PT 8-45); Relations between individuals
and the public authorities (PT 46-79);
Relations between states (PT 80-129);
and Relationship of men and of political
communities with the world community
(PT 130-145).

The encyclical ends with an exhorta-
tion to uphold the four pillars of peace —
namely, truth, justice, love and freedom.
These are virtues that need to be pursued
and concretized — whether it be a judicial
trial, the massacre of defenseless citizens
by an oppressive state, or the continued
outcry for social reforms.

Pacemin Terris was signed by Pope John
XXIII only a month before he died. It was
alsohislegacytothe Second Vatican Council
that he had convened to open the windows
of the Church to the modern world. In the
half-century since theissuance of theencycli-
cal in 1963, the world has undergone dra-
matic changes in technological innovations
in communications, and socio-economic
globalization. Human rights awareness has
been institutionalized in practically every
country’s constitution. Yet, sadly, armed
conflicts and internecine wars continue to
afflict many countries in various stages of
development. More often than not, these
conflicts take place within the boundaries
of a state—in terms of armed rebellion, civil
war or terroristic acts of violence.

II. Catholic Peacebuilding in Practice
It is in this light that Catholic peace-
building practices, while espousing univer-
sal guiding principles, are carried outunder
localized circumstances. In Colombia, be-
setover many decades by the incursions of
several armed movements fighting over ter-
ritory and drug trafficking, many bishops
have taken the initiative to provide spaces
for dialogue in their dioceses. Msgr. Hector
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Archbishop Antonio Ledesma, SJ with other members of the interreligious dialogue panel.
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The body of Blessed Pope John XXIII lying underneath the side altar at St. Peter’s Basilica.

Fabio Henao, Director of the Secretariado
Nacional de Pastoral Social, describes
how the Colombian bishops have formed
an Episcopal Peace Commission to peri-
odically reflect and exchange information
on current conflict situations in different
parts of the country. Some of the bishops
have also joined a National Conciliation
Commission with government and other
sectors to create conditions for peace and
reconciliation in the country.

InNigeria which fell into a three-year

period of civil war in the 60’s that claimed
nearly amillion lives, the Catholic Church
responded positively to the federal govern-
ment’s policy of the three Rs: Reconstruc-
tion, Rehabilitation and Reconciliation.
Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah of Sokoto
diocese reported in the seminar how the
two pastoral visits of Pope John Paul IT to
Nigeriain 1982 and 1998 helped to arouse
in the people the imperatives of dialogue,
power sharing and justice. Throughout
the years under dictatorial rule, “the av-



PACEMINTERRIS AND CATHOLIC PEACEBUILDING TODAY

The seminar-participants in the inter-religious dialogue forum sponsored by the US Embassy in Rome represent a cross section of peacebuilders

from various parts of the world.

erage Nigerian citizen whether Muslim
or Christian, acknowledges that the
Catholic Bishops have been truly the
voice of the voiceless,” Bishop Kukah
commented.

Onthe Philippine island of Mindanao,
Ireported on the formation of the Bishops-
Ulama Conference involving Catholic
and Protestant bishops and Muslim ulama
as partners in dialogue over the past 16
years. This was cited as an unprecedented
example of how religious leaders can look
on their religions not as sources of con-
flict but rather as resources for peace. In
one or other of these dialogue meetings,
bishops and ulama shared convergent pas-
sages from the Bible and the Koran on the
sources of peace; the exalted role of Mary
or Maryam; the meaning of forgiveness
and reconciliation; and love of God and
of neighbor as the two greatest precepts
of both religions.

Other seminar participants gave
summary reports on their various activi-
ties related to human rights, justice, and
peace—e.g., Sr. Marie-Bernard Alima
Mbalula on the need for international
action to address widespread rape in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo;
Archbishop Charles Bo on the human
rights situation of cultural minorities in
Myanmar; Fr. George Sigamoney on labor
problems among the plantation workers
in Sri Lanka; and Mme. Laura Vargas
on the plight of indigenous people com-
munities in Peru.

III. The challenges ahead

As a living document, how do we
interpret the message of Pacem in Ter-
ris for the future. In his summation of
the seminar’s proceedings, Dr. Scott
Appleby, CPN Director, outlines some
challenges.

First, the Church affirms in this docu-
ment that we should move beyond “nega-
tive peace” to a just peace. Our goal is not
simply to end wars, but to rebuild social
relations thathave been sundered or choked
with suspicions and prejudice. This is
pertinent to the Philippine government’s
peace negotiations with Muslim armed
groups and with the National Democratic
Front. Both armed struggles have a long
history that can be traced back to the root
causes of the conflict.

Secondly, church groups working for
peace need to work with other partners
and institutions, including government
agencies and international organizations.
We also need to expand our peace constit-
uency—i.e.,among local communities and
civil society groups that can be crucial ad-
vocates forajustand lasting peace. Among
Christian and Muslim communities in the
southern Philippines, the yearly Mindanao
Week of Peace has encouraged various
sectors to work for peace. In other parts
of the country, the Philippine Ecumenical
Peace Platform has conducted sub-regional
seminars on the Comprehensive Agree-
ment on Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law signed

by both government and NDFP panels
in 1998.

Thirdly, we have to be aware of new
forms of social conflict—e.g., in drug and
human trafficking, environmental destruc-
tion, and acts of terrorism. The conscious-
ness and appreciation of new rights has
likewise come to the fore, such as the rights
ofthe unborn, the rights of cultural minori-
ties, the right to a healthy environment, and
even the right of succeeding generations
to a sustainable environment.

Finally, a distinctive aspect of Catho-
lic peacebuilding is the call for healing,
forgiveness, and reconciliation. Catholic
peacebuilders work first with the victims
of violence; they accompany internally
displaced persons; they are present to the
oppressed even as they take the risks in
confronting the oppressor; they strive to
broker the peace by providing spaces for
dialogue.

On my last day in Rome, I had a
chance to visit St. Peter’s Basilica just
before its closing in the evening. There in
the quiet glow of an archway light, I came
across the laid-out body of Blessed Pope
John XXIII, lying serenely underneath a
side altar. As I paid my respect and said
a prayer, the concluding words in his en-
cyclical came to mind: “Peace is but an
empty word, if it does not rest upon...an
order that is founded on truth, built up on
justice, nurtured and animated by charity,
and brought into effect under the auspices
of freedom” (PT 167). I
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Protecting children online

Opt-in filtering for porn would be a great help to parents.
Why should it be so difficult?

By Carolyn Moynihan

ow serious is the problem of por-
Hnography on the internet? Impor-

tant enough to be the central issue
in arally drawing more than 40,000 ultra-
Orthodox Jews to a New York baseball
stadium two weekends ago. The men (it
was too difficult to segregate the women,
as Haredilawsrequire), all dressed in black
suits and white shirts, filled the benches
to hear pep talks about the dangers and
temptations of the internet, with exhorta-
tions to use it sparingly, and then, only
with effective filters.

“We’ve been retreating for years—
enough! Tonight we draw a line of demar-
cation in the sand, tonight we begin to fight
back!” said Rabbi Ephraim Wachsman
in his opening “powerhouse” speech, as
reported by a (sceptical, Jewish) Tablet-
magazine. “If one sins on the Internet, he
commits an aveira [sin]; if one separates
from the community [by not installing a
filter], he loses his share in olam haba [the
world to come]!”

Next to this show of numbers and
moral fervor the report of a group of
British members of parliament about the
protection of children online might seem
rather tame. But it has generated its own
kind of drama as advocates of stronger
protective measures and anti-censorship
forces argue over proposals to force (if
necessary) internet service providers to
filter content for porn before it goes out to
subscribers. You could probably fill several
football stadiums with Britons who are
worried about the risks of the internet for
their children—if only they had rabbis to
tell them, under pain of eternal retribu-
tion, to come.

Except for child abuse imagery—
which the UK internet industry has agreed
to block since 1996—British leaders in
general, unlike the Jews at the New York
event, do not attempt to deal with pornog-
raphy as such. But there is enough commu-
nity and expert concern about the effect of
porn and other sexual material on children
for David Cameron’s government to treat it
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asapolitical issue. One ofhis Conservative
MPs, Claire Perry, chaired the cross-party
group that produced last month the report
of the Independent Parliamentary Inquiry
into Online Child Protection. Its opening
comments are worth quoting:

Since the early days of the World
Wide Web, pornography has been one of
the most widely available forms of internet
content. Freedom from prying eyes, human
imagination and zero barriers to entry
have led to an explosion of pornographic
creativity with every possible sexual act
represented online including many that are
deeply degrading, disturbing and violent.
It is said that the whole history of human
perversion is only a few clicks away. Un-
fortunately, our children, with their natural
curiosity and superior technological skills
are finding and viewing these images.

The group’s main finding is that the
“opt out” filter systems for individual
computers and devices such as tablets cur-
rently offered by Internet Service Providers
benefitless than halfof children in the UK.
Consequently ISPs need to offer network
level filtering whereby adult content will
be blocked until customers “opt in”, a
move that is not nearly as difficult as the
industry makes out.

At present, six out of ten children in
the UK can access the internet without
device-level filters, and use of filters has
actually declined 10 percentage points over
the past three years. Parents are often less
computer and internet savvy than their
kids and they feel powerless in the face
of rapid innovation. Many also surrender
their power: in 2010, 61 per cent of 11- to
16-year-olds had access to the internet in
their own rooms. Mobile phones could be
playing a larger role in this, although the
large phone companies mostly require age
(18) verification to access porn.

Opting inhas already been accepted in
principle by the largest ISPs in Britain in
the form of a system called Active Choice,
to be rolled out by October this year. But
this applies only to new customers and the
companies are loath to extend it to their
existing clients, even though higher level
filtering is already standard in many com-

mercial settings, schools and public Wi-Fi
hubs, and the technology behind it is well
advanced. The industry resistance to de-
faultblocking, says the Perry report, seems
to be “ideological, not commercial”.

The ideology in question concerns
free speech. The report itself begins by
affirming the “core principles—almost
religious tenets—of decentralization and
freedom” that underpin the internet and
says it “would be anathema to see these
principles compromised”. It says it would
be “difficult and wrong to impose manda-
tory government censorship” of internet
porn, but a network level opt-in system
maintained by ISPs would preserve choice
while giving children more protection.

To opponents—captains of the porn
industry and cable TV companies includ-
ed—it is still censorship. They don’t see
why they should be responsible foranyone
else’s children. In fact the great theme of
those opposed to default filtering or am-
bivalent about it is the responsibility of
parents. Reading their views it’s as though
they have made arevolutionary discovery:
children have parents who should be pro-
tecting them! Parents need to be educated
about their role in this!

This is true, of course. Parents should
make it their business to get the hang of
filters, and go to the school information
evenings about it if necessary; they should
insist that there are no electronic devices
inkids’bedrooms; parents should bring up
their children to have confidence in them so
they can talk about bad stuff they run into;
they should talk to their children about sex
and prepare them, somehow, to keep their
innocence in a pornified world...

And if sewage is getting into the town
water supply they should ensure that they
have an effective water filtering system in
the house, because protecting their chil-
dren’s physical health is all their job too.
Isn’t it? If not, if it’s only reasonable that
the town fix the water supply at source,
why should the rules be so different when it
comes to the mental health of children?

Furthermore, not everyone who wants
to help parents deal with the problem of
internet porn will be equally helpful. A
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record of oral evidence in the Perry report
reveals an attitude among some that pornis
a“rite of passage” for adolescents and that
keeping them away from it only makes it
more desirable. What kids need, to quote
thelady from the Family Planning Associa-
tion, is to have someone “contextualize” it
forthem—which seems to mean explaining
how certainimages and behavior belong on
porn sites or page 3 of the tabloids but not
in real life—as part of “good quality sex
and relationships education”. Somehow,
one is not convinced.

Unfortunately, the anti-blockers don’t
have to convince everybody; they only have
to put up an argument backed by some kind
of research that will give authorities an ex-
cuse to put the issue of protecting children
aside. Crossing the Atlantic, we find dana
boyd, described in arecent Slate article as an
“academic and Microsoft researcher” (who
writes her name without capitals) dismiss-
ing fears about kids and porn as a “moral
panic”. She also believes that teenagers are
notnecessarily harmed by encountering porn;
itall depends on the youngster and how well
they have been prepared to deal withit. “The
kids are all right,” she insists.

The research: She studied young
adolescents involved in Chatroullet, a

L

webcam conversation launched in 2009
where people talk to random strang-
ers around the world. She reckons that
when the teens did come across a flabby,
bald middle-aged man ... performing
sexual acts their response was “Ew,” and
they clicked past him. “It was the best
abstinence-only education you can think
of,” she joked to the interviewer. Uh, and
how is this comparable to teens watching
a hardcore porn film for hours on end?
Boyd (sorry, Microsoftjust capitalized
that) is right that young people need to be
prepared to deal with porn if they run into
it; she is even correct, as reported, that a
parent needs “to create the kid who can
handle the internet without you” and that
“they can’t become that kid if you are
watching themall the time” (asifany parent
did). But by “dealing with porn” she does
not mean running straight away from it.
No, she means looking at it critically and
“Interrogating” it—"contextualizing” it,
perhaps. And her alternative to not being
hovered over all the time by an anxious
parent is for that parent to let them roam
totally free on the net, free to take calcu-
lated risks with the content they encounter.
This approach severely underestimates
the power of imagery to stay in the mind

and the well-documented addictiveness
of porn. It also grossly overestimates the
ability of the adolescent to manage “risk”
and to resist the sexual drive when strong
temptation and privacy are combined.

Thisweek a 14-year-old boy appeared
in the High Court in Edinburgh charged
with raping and sexually assaulting a
nine-year-old girl when he was only 12.
His defense counsel said the boy at that
age already had unfettered access to the
internet and copied something he saw in
a porn film. Pornography was discussed
by first year students at secondary school,
said the lawyer. “There is a real risk that
young people of the current generation of
teenagers are growing up with a skewed
view of what sex is and sexual activity."

It’s a tragic episode that makes the
fulminations of the rabbis at Queens’ Citi
Field against the internet begin to sound
reasonable. As for the network filtering
recommended by the British MPs, that is
the least a society that calls itself civilized
can do. I

(Carolyn Moynihan is deputy editor of
MercatorNet. Thisis published here under
a special republishing arrangement with
CBCP Media Office)
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CARP IN HACIENDA LUISITA:
CAUGHT BETWEEN THE FAMILY AND THE LAW

| LIIL
LAND

By Belinda Formanes

n November 2011, the Supreme
O Court issued the historic decision

declaring the Stock Distribution
Option (SDO) of the Hacienda Luisita as
violative of the spirit of Comprehensive
Agrarian Reform Program (CARP). The
single biggest hacienda in the country
today was acquired by the Cojuangco
family 55 years ago through loans from
the Central Bank (CB) and the Govern-
ment Service Insurance System (GSIS)
on the condition that the land would be
distributed to the tillers ten years after
and at cost.

When President Benigno Aquino II1
was asked for his reaction to the Supreme
Court’s decision ordering Hacienda Luisita
to be turned over to its farmers, he quickly
replied: “But there is also just compensa-
tion for landowners.”

The Supreme Court decision last
April 24, 2012 reaffirmed its ruling of
November 2011, ordering redistribution
of Hacienda Luisita to more than 6,000
farm workers and fixing compensation
for the sugar estate at 1989 prices which
has been described as a “litmus test” of
the firm resolve of the administration to
follow the law and implement the Com-
prehensive Agrarian Reform Program
launched by the President’s mother, Cory
Aquino, in 1987.

IMPACT - June 2012

Inside Hacienda Lu-
isita now

A study on the
situation in the haci-
endatitled “Sustaining
the Agrarian Reform
Process Today and Be-
yond2014”wasunder-
taken by the Center for
Research and Special
Studies (CRSS). The
study found that most
of the 1989 original
farmworkers whom
the Supreme Court
upheld as agrarian
reform beneficiaries
of the sugar estate in
Tarlac are either dead
oraging. (Aging farmers, land leases stalk
Hacienda Luisita, Tonette Orejas, Philip-
pine Daily Inquirer, May 2, 2012.)

The study also found that more than
3,000 hectares of the estate owned by the
family of President Aquino in Tarlac had
been leased to financiers, local politicians
and groups connected with Central Azu-
carera de Tarlac (CAT), a mill within the
estate also owned by the Cojuangcos. This
lease arrangement is called “ariendo.” It
was started by the FWBs after the 2004
strike when the high court issued a tem-
porary restraining order stopping the DAR
and the Presidential Agrarian Reform
Council (PARC) from placing Hacienda
Luisita under the coverage of CARP.

According to the study, the lands
were taken by the FWBs and the barangay
councils. The original purpose was to fill
the food shortage and lack of employment
in the hacienda. Financiers rented lands at
P10,000 per hectare a year. Several finan-
ciersreplaced the FWBs with Visayan farm
workers who are paid P120 a day for 12
hours oflabor. The ariendo system explains
the mill’s continuing operations. Some
ariendos are effective until 2015.

In the meantime, FWB households
languish in deep poverty. Many families
eat what local folks regard as “exotic
food” like rats and snakes. This was not
the case in the hacienda prior to the land
contention periods.

There are also reports of manage-
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ment’s efforts to bring the hacienda to
agreements long employed in Mindanao
plantations—of deceptive 25 year lease-
back agreements with agrarian reform
beneficiaries renewable for another 25
years. This is what may be considered a
bittersweet comeback for the Cojuangcos
that will no doubt decimate CARP in
Hacienda Luisita! After two life terms of
SDOs and leasebacks, there can only be
injustice and misery!

Social justice demands giving more
law to those who have less in life. But for
the farmworker-beneficiaries (FWBs) of
Hacienda Luisita, granting more law is
never enough. Social justice should lift
them out of destitution and the freedom to
transform themselves and their children to
meaningful development. This means that
freedom should be realized now, not later,
not after debilitating episodes of unrest.

We call on President Benigno S.
Aquino and the Department of Agrarian
Reform (DAR)to hastenthe CARPprocess
in the hacienda now. Let Pnoy dismantle
the other SDOs in Negros, in Mindanao
and to stop the illegal maneuvers of haci-
endas and plantations to evade CARP by
leaseback agreements.

The challenge to President Aquino
is to be President for the poor farmers and
the country. More importantly, to heed the
call for justice:

"If someone who has the riches of this
world sees his brother in need and closes
his heart to him, how does the love of God
abide in him?" (1 Jn 3:17).

It is well known how strong are the
words used by the Fathers of the Church
to describe the proper attitude of persons
who possess anything towards persons in
need. To quote Saint Ambrose: "You are
not making a gift of your possessions to
the poor person. You are handing over to
him what is his. For what has been given
in common for the use of all, you have
arrogated to yourself. The world is given
to all, and not only to the rich." (On the
Development of Peoples, #23)

(The author is a member of the secretariat
of SULONG CARPER and Secretary-
general of Climate Change Congress of
the Philippines -CCCP)
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Selling charity today

By Fr. Roy Cimagala

rotten fish. You would have more

success selling it to a wall. Charity
has become a total outcast, hardly known,
ignored if not ridiculed by many who are
driven only by their so-called sense of
justice.

This actually has always been our
universal human problem. The root cause
is that we pursue justice outside of charity.
We make it subject only to our feelings
and passions. Or to purely human criteria
and laws that cannot go far from the eye-
for-an-eye law of Talion, and the tit-for-tat
logic of our wiles.

It’sajustice thatis mired in legalism,
very prone to manipulations, to knee-jerk
reactions, to the mob rule dynamics,
that cannot free itself from the motive
of vindictiveness, and the temptation to
gloat over the misfortunes of others, to
insult and do all sorts of below-the-belt
actuations.

Without charity, it’s a justice that is
not an organic extension of divine justice,
but its caricature. It covers only a biased
part of the over-all picture of true justice,
and its main if not sole purpose is to pun-
ish and demand restitution, rather than to
heal the offender, the sinner.

It considers only the externals, and
hardly the inner drama in men’s hearts.
Its judgments are therefore based mainly
on appearances and impressions. Those
who dispense it tend to get hasty and
rash in their decisions, often abusing the
discretionary part of law.

If possible, what injustice damaged,
wounded and killed, justice should repair,
heal and resurrect to life. If possible, jus-
tice should go against the law of nature,
of biology and physics, etc., if only to
recover what was lost. It finds it hard to
move on without satisfying its lust for
revenge.

We have to understand that without
charity, justice can go unhinged, and can
simply follow the madness of a heart
deprived of God who is precisely love,
charity. We have to understand that jus-
tice is never enough when we deal with
people, especially those who may have
offended us.

S elling charity today is like selling

Without charity, our justice can
only spring and strengthen our self-
righteousness, or that of the world, in its
different forms. It’s a justice that cannot
understand the workings of grace, the
value of the cross, the need for forgive-
ness and the transcendent providence
of God.

Still, no matter how hard it is to sell
charity today, we just have to make an act
of faith and hope that one day, people will
realize we need charity, the charity of God
and not just our own version, when we
pursue the cause of justice. We just have
to run the gauntlet.

Nowadays, the Church, that is, the
bishops and priests, gets accused for
not doing enough of justice. Some con-
tributors of public opinion claim that the
Church gets quiet when one of its own
gets involved in some crime, or when it
does not make any clear pronouncements
on the volatile political issues wracking
the nation today.

Aside from mistaking the Church to
be composed only of bishops and priests
(the Church is hierarchy-clergy-and the
laity and consecrated religious men
and women all together), they want the
Church to follow their kind of earthly
justice. They want the Church to shame
the suspect or the culprit, for example.
They cry for blood.

www.flowingzen.com

Perhaps, it’s partly the fault of our
Church leaders for not providing con-
crete Christian guidelines on how to
resolve problems and issues when they
erupt. They should do this as promptly
and as clearly and strongly as prudently
possible.

But the truth is all of us, clergy or
lay, if we are to be genuine Christians
and living members of the Church, should
practice justice always within the sphere
of the charity of God, revealed and lived
by Christ.

Certainly, there are loopholes in how
cases of criminal offenses within the
Church human structure may be handled,
orthere canbe cases of clerics overstepping
their competence and are falling already
into partisan politics, etc.

These should be repaired and cor-
rected. But these are not excuses for the
Church to pursue justice without charity,
just like what these Church accusers want
it to do. These accusers are making them-
selves the final authority of what justice is
and how it should be lived.

Granted, to preach about justice within
charity may be hard, but definitely it’s
not impossible. If we just learn how to be
humble, if all of us just try to assume the
mind and heart of Christ, as we Christians
ought to do, then the ideal can be made
real!
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The Time of
Transparency

By Fr. Shay Cullen

he conviction of the Philippine
T ChiefJustice Corona for dishonesty

having failed to tell the truth in his
statement of assets, liabilities and net worth
(SALN)asrequired of every public official
by law is a serious event in the history of
the Philippines. The first impeachment of
a public official. It could pave the way
for greater accountability by government
officials, judges and prosecutors and an
improvement in the administration of the
rule of law in the country.

The alleged corruption of some mem-
bers of the judiciary is legendary yet very
few judges have been brought to trial and
convicted. That is why this decision find-
ing the chief justice guilty of dishonesty
is monumental. It has brought hope for
judicial reform in the country. The Supreme
Court has ordered all judges to open their
SALNS to the public. It is only right and
proper.

Itisthe judiciary which can pass judg-
ment on the rest of us. The supreme court
justices interpret the constitution, they
establish what is right and wrong. Judges
must be totally dedicated to truth, honesty
and integrity starting with themselves.
How else can they implement the law with
impartiality if they themselves donot obey
it or think that they are above the law.

It has been the common belief that
the judges protect each other. Complaints
against themare seldom fully investigated.
A Judge in Davao blocked an investiga-
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tion by the Human Rights Commission
into a suspected burial grave for victims
of summary executions. Although it was
clearly an obstruction of justice, he got
away with it.

Allegedly, a hefty bribe can secure
a marriage annulment or a dismissal of
a serious charge. Some people believe
court decisions are for sale to those
who can pay the most. However exag-
gerations abound and the conviction of
the chief justice must not be taken as a
conviction of the whole judiciary, there
are many good honest judges but we
need many more.

It is common belief too that some
judges favor the rich above the poor, that
they are over lenient with child sex abus-
ers and rapists. [t makes the judiciary look
like protectors of pedophiles. There are
few convictions of child abusers and no
foreign sex tourists have been convicted
for child sexual abuse in many years.
Although corrupt prosecutors are to be
blamed also.

The long delays, endless postpone-
ments and frequent dismissals of charges
againstchild abusers by suspectjudges and
corrupt prosecutors is a serious injustice.
Speedy trials with continuous hearings
should be the right for every child victim
but they don’t get it and frequently they
give up seeking justice. The rapist goes
free just as planned by all except the child
victim.

The apparent impunity of human
rights violators, police and military, and
peopletraffickers, is shocking and received
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heavy criticism from the Geneva based UN
committee reviewing the Philippine record
last week. This is the now the greatest
challenge to the administration of President
Aquino. Much has been achieved in two
years but much more is needed.

The conviction of the Chief Justice
and the order for the Supreme court to
judges to open all their SALNSs to public
scrutiny has opened up the possibility
that all officials will have to publish their
SALNs. We can expect a rush to the banks
by officials with hidden assets to withdraw
them especially those with US dollars.
Government officials and politicians re-
portedly keep their secret and unlawful
wealth in dollar accounts on the premise
that they cannot ever be disclosed under
the banking law.

But the impeachment trial and con-
viction busted that all too convenient
interpretation of the law used by the chief
justice. The people will be demanding to
see that all officials SALNs are published
and accessible on the internet. For sure
wily officials will use dummies to hold
their ill-gotten wealth or they will hide
it abroad.

We can look to the future with hope
that there will be a positive and beneficial
outcome to this conviction. The Philippine
judiciary will be a healthier and more
trustworthy servant of the people and
deliver justice speedily and fairly. Perhaps
abused children will find justice, the even
the assassins might be tried and convicted.
If we can have that we will have a more
just and happier country. I
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Gov’t fails to meet CARP target—bishops

MANILA, June 6,2012—When it comes
to land reform, the Aquino administration
has got the worst distinction compared to
other post-EDSA administrations.

Despite mounting calls for such re-
form, some Catholic bishops said the
government appears adamant to seriously
implement the Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Program (CARP).

Manila Auxiliary Bishop Broderick
Pabillo in fact said that the DAR has
consistently been underperforming in
implementing CARP, particularly the land
acquisition and distribution (LAD).

“The current DAR administration has
recorded the lowest CARP accomplish-
ment when compared to all DAR-CARP
administrations,” said Pabillo in an open
letter to President Benigno Aquino I11.

Pabillo chairs the National Secretariat
for Social Action — Justice and Peace of
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the
Philippines (CBCP).

This is shown, he said, by the huge
backlog of 1,093,000 hectares of agricul-
tural lands. In 2011, it only accomplished
54.6 percent of its national LAD target.

In Negros Occidental, according to
him, the current DAR only managed to
distribute 1,798 hectaresin2011. The DAR
will have to work at 20 times its current
pace to meet its targets.

He said there has been no significant
movement in the 135,199-hectare total
provincial backlog as of January 2012 and
no notices of coverage has been issued on
large estates.

“The DAR performance for the first
six months of 2012 is expected to be
equally dismal,” Pabillo further said in
the letter.

“With this appalling situation, farmers
and tillers become restless and desper-
ate. They fear the winds of August 2014,
the end year of the extended period of
CARP. They have fought for land reform
for decades and fear that it will be all for
naught,” he said.

‘National march’

At least 30 more bishops also backed
the letter requesting an audience with the
President for the farmers currently on
a “national march” to seek a firm com-
mitment that he would fully implement
the CARPer (CARP with Extension and
Reforms).

Among them are Manila Archbishop
Luis Antonio Tagle and Cebu Archbishop

Jose Palma,
president of
the Catholic
Bishops Con-
ference of the
Philippines.

Fr. Mar-
lon Lacal, O.
Carm, execu-
tive secretary
ofthe Associa-
tion of the Ma-
jor Religious
Superiors of
thePhilippines
(AMRSP)also
signed the let-
ter.

They said
the peasants would ask Aquino to use his
“enormous political capital” for the distri-
bution of more than one-million hectares
of “CARPable” agricultural lands and by
providing necessary support services.

At least 5,200 farmers have marched
to demand the completion of agrarian
reform by Aquino, with contingents from
Negros Island, Mindanao and Luzon trek-
king from June 1 to 10 before converging
at Mendiola.

On June 3, Lipa Archbishop Ramon
Arguelles welcomed the contingent of 250
farmers from Negros and 50 Batangas farm-
ers at the pier and urged them to “vote with
their feetinshowing to Malacafiang that the
time to complete agrarian reform is now.”

Archbishop Angel Lagdameo ofTloilo
also met the Negros farmer-marchers when
they stopped over in Dumangas, Iloilo
and said Malacafiang and DAR should
not treat their quest for social justice in a
cavalier fashion.

In Bacolod, Bishop Vicente Navarra
urged the government not to backtrack on
the agrarian reform law.

He hopes that the government would
soon bring about true agrarian reform so
that farmers would not always become the
victims of injustice caused by capitalists.

Cagayan De Oro Archbishop Antonio
Ledesmahascalled forsupporttothehundreds
of Mindanao farmers who started a march in
Malaybalay City going to Manila.

Bishop Pedro Arigo of Puerto Princ-
esa also said he is one with the marching
farmers in pushing for land reform.

Asofpresstime, the marching farmers
from different provinces converged in Lipa
City are on their way to Manila.
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Cory’s promise

Thebishops appealed to the President
to listen to the demands of the farmers, “in
the name of the bountiful God who has
shared his bounty with you.”

“As they come to the doorsteps of
Malacanang, they are respectfully re-
questing for ameeting with their President
to personally share their experiences and
views on the problems of CARP imple-
mentation and on the ways by which
these problems could be overcome,” the
letter read.

The farmer leaders are requesting the
dialogue with Aquino on either June 8 or
June 9 in Malacafiang.

“They will be coming to the nation’s
capital to knock on the hearts and minds
of the nation and call their attention to
the gridlock situation of the CARP. They
come at great risk and expense because
they have nowhere else to go but to their
President,” they said.

“The church has known them—these
farmers risked their lives for Cory and
believed her promise that the CARP
will liberate them from the bondage of
serfdom. They voted for PNoy because
he represented their last chance at real-
izing their dream of owning their own
land.”

“These are the mainstream peasants
who have patiently abided by the cum-
bersome ways of democracy and have
resisted the calls for violent revolution,”
they added.

As CARPer nears its end in 2014, the
farmers worry about what will happen to
their pending petitions—some of them are
even decades old. (CBCPNews)
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128k signature
petition urges DENR
to stop mining in
Romblon

MANILA, June 6, 2012—The
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) has
been handed a petition with 128,346
signatures of those strongly against
mining in Romblon province.

Several environmentalists and
cause-oriented groups delivered the
petition to DENR Secretary Ramon
Paje at his office in Quezon City
yesterday as they also observe the
World Environment Day.

Leading the anti-mining ad-
vocates were Dra. Leoncia Que-
Firmalo and representatives of the
Alliance of Students against Mining
(ASAM) and Romblon Ecumenical
Forum against Mining (REFAM).

“These signatures and local
resolutions are the real sentiments of
our people in Romblon —for Mother
Earth and the generations to come,”
said Firmalo, wife and representative
of Governor Eduardo Firmalo.

“We have chosen the path of
eco-tourism and agriculture in the
principles of sustainable develop-
ment,” she said.

The number of signatures rep-
resents 75.85 percent of Romblon
province’s voting population.

Last year, Gov. Firmalo de-
clared a moratorium on mining in
Romblon after the three municipali-
ties in Sibuyan Island issued a joint
resolution against metallic mining.

The order was also issued be-
causeoftheimminentdanger brought
by mercury use in small-scale gold
mining assessed by Blacksmith In-
stitute and NGO Ban Toxics.

Recently, all 17 local govern-
ment units of the province have also
issued anti-mining resolutions.

“The students of Romblon are
standing-up for their environmental
rights, whowill do this forus? We, our-
selvesareacting onthebasic principles
of environmental sustainability and
human rights,” said Joje Constantino
Mesana of ASAM. (CBCPNews)
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Some rethink might lead to the rehabilitation
of the Tiananmen pro-democracy movement

BEIJING, China, June 6,2012—The 23rd
anniversary of the Tiananmen massacre
came with its usual lot of arrests and cen-
sorship. However, some analysts believe
that a reassessment is underway of the
pro-democracy anti-corruption movement,
which the Chinese government has always
deemed "counterrevolutionary," because of
the approaching party congress in October,
when a fifth generation of leaders will take
over from the current one.

China observers think that Vice-
President Xi Jinping, who is expected to
be the next president, may be inclined to
revisit Beijing's stance on the military
crackdown once he consolidates his grip
on power.

Even current Premier Wen Jiabao is
rumored to have voiced support in the past
for a rethink.

Liberal economist Mao Yushi and
Wang Juntao, a former leader of the
pro-democracy movement, said that the
hard-line opposition to a vindication of the
movement appears to have been diluted.

Dai Qing, a journalist and writer,
noted that a growing number of retired
leaders have tried to vindicate their roles
in the deadly crushing of the student-led
protests in 1989.

In addition to the 2009 publication of a
secret memoir by then party chief Zhao Zi-
yang, whowas laterplacedunderhousearrest
for opposing the crackdown, ex-premier Li
Pengand former Beijing mayor Chen Xitong
gave their versions of the event.

The publication of Li's book was
cancelled at the last minute under pressure
from Beijing, but some excerpts suggest
that the "butcher" was simply following
orders.

Chen said as much. The massacre
of 4 June "stemmed from the internal
[power] struggle at the top level and led
to a tragedy nobody wanted to see." In his
case, he only obeyed the orders given him
from above.

"Following the death of Deng and
other party elders who should have been
held accountable for the crackdown, cadres
who played key roles have appeared quite
keen to set the record straight and tell their
sides of the story. Fewer and fewer people
[in the government] believe it was right to
usethe military againstits own people," Dai
said in relaying what Chen told him.

"I believe there is some sort of con-
sensus within the leadership that it was
a tragedy that occurred at a historical
juncture; sooner or later it will have to be
reopened and reassessed."

For the first time, small commemo-
rations were held in the mainland. The
authorities intervened right away to stop
them, but participants who were arrested
were quickly released.

In Hong Kong, about 180,000 people,
including many mainlanders, took part
in the annual rally to commemorate the
martyrs of Tiananmen.

Yao Jianfu, a retired Communist of-
ficial, isless optimistic. "The legitimacy of
subsequent generations of the party leader-
ship, from Jiang Zemin to Hu Jintao, has
been tied to the 4 June event," Yao said.

Atthe time, Hu was party secretary in
Tibetand he was the firstto send atelegram
to Deng congratulating him for his tough
stance against the demonstrations.

Giventhis background, "How canitbe
possible to expectacomplete reassessment
of the student-led protests?" (AsiaNews)
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KATHMANDU, Nepal, June 6,
2012—With very poor air quality in its
cities, rivers that are open sewers and
the Everest turned into a dump, Nepal is
one of the most polluted countries in the
world, this according to the Environment
Performance Index (EPI) elaborated by
US-based Yale University and Columbia
University and the International Science
Information Network. The EPI looks pol-
lution levels as a measure of government
environmental policy.

Released on World Environment Day,
this year's results show that in Nepal,
along with China, Pakistan, India and
Bangladesh, had the greatest impact on
people's health.

For ordinary Nepalis, the main prob-
lem are not industrial emissions, but rapid
deforestation and urbanisation, which are
making life unbearable in the country's
big cities.

In Kathmandu, about 70 per cent of
residents do nothave access to clean water.
More than 50 per cent of water supplies
are contaminated because of poor drainage
management.

Caremissions have reduced air quality
so much that breathing is difficult.

Overall, because of poor water and
air quality, more than half of the capital's
residents suffer from respiratory conditions
and skin allergies.

The same is true in the country's other

Environmentalist

JAKARTA, Indonesia, June 5,2012—Fr.
Samuel Onton Sidin, an Indonesian
priest and Capuchin friar, won the
Kalpataru Award, a top environmental
prize. Through the 'Sunshine House'
(Rumah Pelangi in Indonesian), he
promoted high profile reforestation and
conservation programmes, especially in
Kabu Raya District, West Kalimantan
Regency (province), where he planted
tall trees and rejuvenated the area with
go-green activities. Fr. Sidin received
the award yesterday after years of work
behind the scene from President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono at the presidential
palace in Jakarta.

Today is World Environment Day. In
Indonesia, a developing nation focused
on economic development, awareness of

main cities: Biratnagar (Terai, southern
Nepal), Patan (Lalitpur, central Nepal),
Pokhara (Gandaki, western Nepal) and
Birganj (Narayani, southern Nepal).

Pollution has not spared the Himalaya
as well. Thousands of climbers come to
Nepal's main tourist attraction, Mount
Everest. In order to make the mountain
more accessible, the authorities have not
only lowered the technical and physical
standards for the climb but also diluted
environmental protection rules. Thus, the
path to the roof of the world has become
a dump.

Asian Trekking managing director
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Dawa Steven Sherpa together with Apa
Sherpa, who holds the world record (21
times) for scaling Mount Everest, launched
Eco-Everest Expeditions in 2008 to clean
up the mountain.

Everyyear, dozens of seasoned climb-
ers and local residents take part in garbage
collection expeditions.

The expeditions also promote environ-
mentally friendly equipment, like parabolic
solar cookers, solar energy for lighting and
multi-purpose oxygen canisters.

Between 2008 and 2011, 13 tonnes of
non-biodegradable garbage were removed.
(AsiaNews)

Capuchin friar wins Kalpataru Award

green issues and the ecology is growing.
The Kalpataru Award is a prestigious
annual event sponsored by the state that
recognizes the contribution of real heroes
in the fight to protect nature.

Inside Sunshine Home, in Kubu
Raya, Fr. Sidin set up a prayer centre
for local Catholics on their day off. Its
name is inspired by the Prophet Noah.
It promotes various initiatives to pro-
tect the environment whilst encourag-
ing Christian worship and Franciscan
spirituality.

Samuel Onton Sidin was born in
1954 from tribal Dayak family. Ordained
in 1984, he graduated in theology from
the Antonianum University in Rome.
After serving two mandates as Capuchin
provincial president, he currently carries

out pastoral work at the Assisi Parish
Church in Tebet, South Jakarta.

One of its many environmental
initiatives involved the reforestation in
2000 of a 90-hectare area on the Benuah
Mountains (locally known as Mount
Tunggal) near the village of Teluk Ba-
kung, Sei Ambawang Sub-district.

Because of a large-scale bush fire
set to clear it for a plantation, the area
was a wasteland until the priest's go
green project.

Fr. Sidin also planted rare indig-
enous trees that were on the verge of
extinction and set up a bird sanctuary.

When they come to Rumah Pelangi,
visitors and residents must respect two
basic rules: no bird shooting and no tree
cutting. (4siaNews)
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By Charles Avila

What is inclusive growth?

The Philippine government’s official
dream is rather clear. In the Philippine
Development Plan 2011 to 2016, Chap-
ter One sets out “In Pursuit of Inclusive
Growth.”

What does it mean? Inclusive growth
is supposed to be the opposite of trickle-
down growth or jobless growth.

“Inclusive growth means, first of all,
growth thatis rapid enough to matter, given
the country’s large population, geographi-
cal differences, and social complexity.

“Itis [a] sustained growth that creates
Jjobs, draws the majority into the economic
and social mainstream, and continuously
reduces mass poverty.

“This is an ideal which the country
has perennially fallen short of, and this
failure has had the most far-reaching
consequences, from mass misery and
marginalization, to an overseas exodus of
skill and talent, to political disaffection and
alienation, leading finally to threats to the
constitution of the state itself.”

Thus itwas with joy forthenew NEDA
chief to announce while Chief Justice Co-
rona was being justifiably lynched that the
Philippines had finally more than caught
up in economic growth with the rest of the
ASEAN countries.

The National Statistical Coordina-
tion Board (NSCB) reported that the
country’s GDP grew by 6.4 percent in the
first quarter from the revised four percent
in the fourth quarter of last year.

This strong growth in the first quarter
could easily be attributed firstly to robust
domestic demand financed by OFW remit-
tances; secondly, to a rebound in exports
prior to our border quarrels with China;
and, thirdly, higher governmentspending in
infrastructure projects all over the various
congressional districts of the country from
a House of representatives that was totally
in synch with the desires of Malacafiang.
In fact, NEDA’s Balisacan has already said
that this growth will be sustained due to
the start of election spending very soon for
the 2013 election.

We note, however, that possible
growth in the real economy of agriculture

and industry has almost nothing to do with
the higher growth rate now often discussed.
The two simply are not experiencing any
significant rise. Hence, the reasons why
many analysts easily believed that growth
was not yet approaching “inclusive” char-
acter; in other words, with minimal growth
in agriculture and industry comes the
continuing danger of jobless growth.

But the Cabinet-level Development
Budget Coordination Committee (DBCC)
already had visions of the country’s GDP
growing ata faster rate of five to six percent
after slackening to four percent last year
from 7.6 percent in 2010, With the latest
news, Secretary Abad quite predictably
identified “the real reasons” for optimism
as “good governance, a dedicated reform
program and sound management.”

As quick on the draw, however,
against Abad’s “Good morning myself!”
was critic Teddy Boy Locsin, who soberly
tweeted “no president gets credit for the
economy until the fourth year.” One Mr.
Ben Kritz commented: “Mr. Locsin is
essentially correct; the inertia from the
previous administration in general has
an effect from two to four years into the
next term, and likewise, economic moves
within the current term can take two to four
years to have a comprehensive impact on
the entire country.” Butch, Teddy Boy...
whaaatever, as the young folk say.

The Song, not the Singer

The over-all experience our nation
has had so far is that all administrations
only wantto hear good news and take credit
and feel good. Whether people actually
feel economic pain or gain is most often
irrelevant.

Take this mostrecent case of jobless-
ness in the country hitting a new high,
according to no less than the administra-
tion-friendly SWS or Social Weather Sta-
tions. More than four million one hundred
thousand Filipinos joined the ranks of the
unemployed between December 2011 and
March 2012, raising the unemployment
rate to 34.4 percent or an estimated 13.8
million individuals.

The First Quarter 2012 Social Weath-
er Survey, conducted from March 10to 13,
showed that unemployment rose 10 points
from the 24 percent, or an estimated 9.7
million people, recorded in December. The
survey accepts an error margin of plus-
or-minus three percentage points. What
is not good to administration ears is that
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'INCLUSIVE GROWTH' OR JOBLESSNESS?

this recent figure surpassed the previous
record of 34.2 percent posted in February
2009 during the Arroyo administration.
But who among the common tao cares?
They would not necessarily take it against
PNoy; they may rather pray that he would
just do better.

According to SWS, their figure in-
cluded those who were retrenched (13
percent), resigned from their jobs (15
percent) orjoined the throngs of jobseekers
for the first time (six percent).

The SWS also noted that unemploy-
mentwas higheramong women (43 percent
in March from 35.6 percent in December
2011) than among men (27.6 percent in
March from 15.2 percent in December
2011), and also higher among the younger
members of the labor force: 55.9 percent
among respondents aged 18 to 24; 45.4
percent among respondents 24 to 34; 21.7
percent among those in the 35 to 44 age
range, and 30.8 percent among those at
least 45 years old.

Despite the friendly singer, the gov-
ernment’s Labor Secretary immediately
labeled the SWS song a bit out of tune.
The right note, according to Labor Sec-
retary Rosalinda Baldoz, is that the labor
market even “performed better” during
the first quarter of 2012 with the number
of employed Filipinos increasing by 1.1
million based on the Labor Force Survey
(LFS) officially conducted by the govern-
ment in January 2012.

So, how explain the differences of
figures? Baldoz said that historically
SWS survey results on unemployment
were higher than the LFS results. “For
one, the methodologies of the two surveys
are different. The SWS has a respondent
coverage of 1,200, aged 18 years old and
above, while the LFS has a respondent
coverage of persons 15 years old and above
in 51,000 households,” she said.

“For2012, the country’s labor market
performed better as the employment level
grew by 3 percent with total employed
persons increasing to 37.394 million from
the 36.293 million in 2011,” Baldoz said.
“In absolute terms, however, the total
number ofunemployed persons would only
reach 2.922 million,” she said. “While it
is true that unemployment is high among
the 15-24 age bracket, the fact was that
youthunemployment decreased from 17.2
percent last year to 16.6 percent, or 1.430
million,” Baldoz said. “Among men, [the]
unemployment rate remained unchanged
at 63.5 percent or 1.855 million, while the
rate for women declined to 6.8 percent or
1.067 million from 7.2 percent or 1.089
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million in 2011,” she said.

Demystifying GDP

That guy, Mr. Ben Kritz, whom we
came across earlier responding to the Loc-
sin Twitter, is exasperatingly pertinacious
in going to the heart of the GDP matter. He
saysthe problem of our passion forthe GDP
figure is that we go more for the merely
nominal rather than the real GDP.

In measuring the nation’s economic
output, said Kritz, the method used by the
Philippines is the expenditure approach,
which adds the total consumption, invest-
ments, government purchases, and exports
to arrive at a total GDP. But calculating
GDP merely according to current prices
can only yield a nominal GDP. It does not
take into account price inflation or the in-
crease in population both of which factors
causes an increase in nominal GDP, but do
not necessarily reflect a true increase in
economic output.

According to him, if we factor in
those two—price inflation and population
increase—the actual GDP growth in the
1st quarter of 2012 would be a moderate
4.31%, not 6.4%—still remarkably better
than the previous quarter, but ...well, this
must be why many people are not feeling
the economic gain the Administration is
quick to take credit for, because in real
terms, there isn 't one.

ECOP Concerns

ECOP or the Employers’ Confedera-
tion ofthe Philippines through its President,
Edgardo B. Lacson, puts it rather bluntly:
“We have been on a ‘jobless growth’since

2008.” And the line was not meant to be an
Arroyo-vs-Aquino statement either.

According to Lacson, the growth
in new labor entrants has always been
higher than growth in jobs generation
since 2008, when GDP rates had been
relatively robust.

ECOP data showed 593,000 new labor
force entrants in 2008 but there were only
530,000 jobs created for that year. In 2009
additional labor entrants of 1.013 million
were registered as against 986,000 jobs cre-
ationinthatyear. In2010, new labor entrants
were recorded at 1.001 million while jobs
creation was at 974,000. There were also
1.156 millionnew entrantsin2011 as against
jobs generation of 1.112 million.

The discrepancy in new jobs creation
didnot yet consider the existing unemploy-
ment rate. The government, has already
changed the definition of underemploy-
ment paving the way for the inclusion of
eventhosenot fully employed as employed
thus, overstating the number of people
employed, making the unemploymentrate
lower, according to ECOP.

“But for all intents and purposes, an
underemployed person should be counted
as unemployed. This means, there are 10
million unemployed Filipinos and not 2
million,” Lacson pointed out.

Is not the business processing out-
sourcing sector absorbing enough of our
young labor force? ECOP says No. In
BPO, we may be “the best” but we are not
the only one. India has not moved out of
this sector, for example. On the contrary,
India has vowed to further enhance its
BPO industry.
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STATEMENT OF SEC. CAYETANO W. PADERANGA, JR.
ON THE Q4 & FY 2011 NATIONAL INCOME ACCOUNTS
30 January 2012, NSCB, Makati City

Fourth Quarter 2011
GDP Performance

The Philippine econ-
omy grew by 3.7 percent
in the fourth quarter of
2011, from3.1 percentand
3.6 percent in the second
and third quarters, respec-
tively. On the supply

side, real GDP growth
in the fourth quarter was
mainly propelled by the
robust performance of the
services sector, as well as
the strong performance
of the public construc-
tion subsector. On the
demand side, household
and government consump-
tion, and public sector in-
frastructure investments
supported growth. With a
2.9 percent growth in net
primary income, gross national income
grew by 3.5 percent.

As in the previous quarters of 2011,
the fourth quarter’s economic performance
was greatly affected by negative external
developments, including the European debt
and economic woes, the weak recovery of
the U.S. economy, and the supply chain
disruptions due to the flooding in Thailand.
Overall, exports of goods contracted by
10.8 percent in the fourth quarter, which
in turn led to a 5.5 percent contraction in
total goods and services exports, the latter
comprising almost 50 percent of GDP.

In addition, the country was hit by
numerous typhoons that resulted in heavy
damages, among others, to the country’s
agriculture and infrastructure sectors.
NEDA estimates that the total damages
caused by typhoons Pedring, Quiel, and
Sendong alone, represent about 1.54 per-
cent of the fourth quarter’s GDP.

However, notwithstanding the nega-
tive shocks to the economy, bright spots
remained. The most notable is the rapid
acceleration in public construction ex-
penditure, which grew by 49.4% in the
fourth quarter, a marked reversal from the
contractions in the previous three quarters.
This was largely due to the government’s
Disbursement Acceleration Program as

well as the continuous speeding up of the
implementation of various government
programs and projects. The acceleration in
public expenditure ledtoa5.8% increase in
government final consumption expenditure
and a 6.3% increase in public administra-
tion and defense subsector. We expect
the acceleration of public expenditures to
continue well into 2012. Overall, the 3.7
percent real GDP growth in the fourth
quarter is within the NEDA'’s forecast and
expectations.

Consistent with NEDA’s expectations
and with the October 2011 Labor Force
Survey results that showed employment
was mainly generated by the services sec-
tor, the main driver of the economy on the
supply side was the services sector. Note
that the services sector comprised more
than half of GDP. The strong OF remittance
inflows supported the real estate, rental and
business activities subsector, while tourism
contributed to the strong performance of
the other services subsector. In addition,
the acceleration of government’s spending
hasresulted in the robust performance of the
public administration and defense subsector,
while the expansion in loans by banks has
provided supportto the strong performance
of the financial intermediation sector.

However, industry was beset by the
challenging external environment, as the

Www. traffickingproject.org

manufacturing sector registered a weak
2.2 percent growth. The government tried
to counter the external headwinds by ramp-
ing up public construction expenditures by
almost 50 percent. However, this was not
enough to cause industry to perform as we
had hoped, since the mining and quarrying,
and the electricity, gas and water sectors
also contracted.

Meanwhile, in agriculture, the ty-
phoons have contributed to the 2.5 percent
contraction of the sector.

The demand side was propped up
by the 6.7 percent growth in household
consumption, driven by continued strong
inflow of remittances, improvement in
the country’s labor situation, holiday
spending, and the continued implemen-
tation of the conditional cash transfer
program. Government consumption
expenditures also increased due to the
acceleration of government spending.
Capital formation, on the other hand,
contracted, amid negative headwinds
from abroad. The heavy infrastructure
investment demand by the government
was not enough to counter the negative
effects of the external factors on durable
equipments and inventory accumulation.
Asalready mentioned, the same negative
external headwinds also caused exports
to contract substantially.
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'INCLUSIVE GROWTH' OR JOBLESSNESS?

What about other sectors like the
manufacturing sector? ECOP says factory
owners are going into automation and are
reducing their number of workers. Be-
sides, he said, fewer manufacturing firms
have set up shops in the country with the
onset of trade globalization as cheaper
imports are coming in to the detriment of
local industries, which could not compete
globally.

The ‘Dutch Disease’

Quite similar to ECOP’s concern is
that expressed by FAME or the Feder-
ated Association of Manpower Export-
ers through Lito Soriano, its Executive
Director.

Soriano said it was The Economist
that coined the term ‘The Dutch Disease’
way back when. It is a concept that pur-
portedly explains the apparent relation-
ship between the increase in exploitation
of natural resources and a decline in the
manufacturing sector. The theory is that
an increase in revenues from natural
resources will de-industrialize a nation’s
economy by raising the exchange rate,
which makes the manufacturing sector
less competitive.

The concept has since been applied
to other types of economic models. In the
case of the Philippines, the easy increase
inrevenues has been identified as coming
from the OFW remittances.

For instance, a strong peso fueled by
OFW money may tend to punish industries
selling to both the domestic market and
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abroad because their costs were much
higher than those from countries not suf-
fering from this ‘Dutch disease.’

It is ironic that FAME the recruiter
would be the most concerned about this
phenomenon. Inanother sense, however, it
isunderstandable as their concern because
the decimation of both the domestic indus-
tries and export industries has depleted
the manpower pool for highly skilled and
professional workers that are in the high-
end of the deployment industry.

Lastly, advice from a Nobel Laureate

The Nobel Prize-wining economist,
Professor Joseph E. Stiglitz, reminds us
quite simply that things are not always
what they seem. He said: “A country that
gives away its natural resources will see
gross domestic product rise, but gross
national product—which focuses on
income earned by those inside a country
as opposed to what is produced inside a
country—may not rise much, since the
value of what is produced accrues to
foreigners.”

He has urged national economic
managers looking for an alternative ac-
counting framework to supplement the use
of GDP with a new measure: green net
national product.“The ‘green’ means that
GDP must be reduced to take into account
the depletion of natural resources and the
degradation of the environment—just as
a company must depreciate both its tan-
gible and intangible assets. ‘Net’national
product (NNP) means that there has to be

an adjustment for the depreciation of the
country's physical assets.”

The Nobel Prize winner is saying
that GDP, long the standard scorecard
for any national economy, has become
deficient as a measure of long-term
economic health in our resource-driven,
globalizing world.

The prime example given by Stiglitz
ofthe trouble with mere GDP calculations
is a gold and copper mine. Countries like
the Philippines consider the opening of
such a mine a national victory. No doubt,
the value of the extracted ore will show
upinagiven country’s GDP, but—Stiglitz
reminds us—one must not be blind to the
fact that almost all income from the mine
went to its foreign owners.

Worse still, the mine would surely
inflict huge environmental damage. Its
operators will discharge millions of tons
of tailings into the local water systems,
polluting the main source of livelihood
for tens of thousands of people living in
scores of villages downstream.

The mine company may be sued and
settle for millions of dollars, but in the
end the burden of much of the environ-
mental repair, if still possible, is left to
the careless country that did not have the
foresight to determine what is real gain
and what is loss. “Bad accounting frame-
works are likely to lead to bad decisions.
A government focused on GDP might
be encouraged to give away mining or
oil concessions; a focus on green NNP
might make it realize that the country
risks being worse off.” I
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Full Year 2011 GDP Performance

The full year 2011 real GDP growth of
3.7 percent is also within NEDA’s growth
forecast of 3.6 to 4.0 percent. However, this
isbelow the Development Budget Coordina-
tion Committee or DBCC growthassumption
of 4.5 to 5.5 percent, used for budgeting
purposes, and the Philippine Development
Plan’s growth target of 7.0 percent.

Unfortunately, a myriad of external
shocks has buffeted the economy since
the beginning of the year, starting from
the MENA crisis and the resulting high
oil prices, the Japan and Thailand trag-
edies with their resulting supply chain
disruptions, and the overall weakness of
the world economy due in large part to
the weaknesses in the European and U.S.
economies. In addition, several typhoons
(Bebeng, Juaning, Mina, Pedring, Quiel,
and Sendong), flooding, and low pressure
areas affected agriculture and infrastruc-
ture during the year. NEDA has estimated
that the damages caused by these natural
disasters represent 0.63% of GDP.

GDP growth decomposition reveals
that the dismal performance of goods ex-
ports pulled down the full year 2011 GDP
growth rate by 2.2 percentage points.
Public construction and government
consumption also had an impact.

Agriculture, industry and services sec-
tors contributed to the full year growth. Gov-
ernmentspendinghasincreasedsignificantly,
with the public construction sector growing
by almost 50 percent in the fourth quarter of
2011 over the same period in 2010, while
government consumption expenditure and
public administration and defense figures
have been showing substantial increases
since the second or the third quarter.

Outlook for 2012
Weexpectthatthisacceleration of public
expenditures will continue well into2012 and
beyond. The hard work of reforming govern-
ment processes and plugging expenditure
leaks has been done. We can now spend
every taxpayer peso with full efficiency and
high impact on the economy. In addition, we
expect substantial acceleration of disburse-
ments, including those for infrastructure and
capital outlay, in the coming months.
Thus, investment is expected to post
a strong growth in 2012 despite the global
economic uncertainties, as we anticipate
strong investments from both public and
private sectors. Public construction will
significantly contribute to growth in 2012.
As of January 12, 2012, the government
hasalready released 72.1 percent or P150.2
billion of the P208.3-billion allocation for
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capital outlays for various infrastructure
projects ofdifferentagencies like Department
of Public Works and Highways, Department
of Educationand Department of Agriculture.
The construction sector will getaboost from
public construction in 2012 due to continued
spending forthe government’s Disbursement
Acceleration Program’s projects that were
carried over from the previous year, and
from the faster budget execution process
of government. Construction will also get
a boost from the acceleration of the imple-
mentation of the Private-Public Partnership
program this year.

Inaddition, we expect that private con-
struction will remain robust, particularly
in the property sector, given the upward
momentum in the office sector, and the rela-
tively high BPO office demand in strategic
areas across the country. We also expect
the residential sector to remain supported
by the demand from families of overseas
Filipinos. We also expect expansion of
investments in energy; mining; low-cost
housing and office buildings; and the in-
dustries in the priority areas—agribusiness,
consumer durables, information technol-
ogy (IT), health and wellness, transport,
telecommunications, and especially tour-
ismto contribute positively to the country’s
economic growth in 2012.

The performance of the real es-
tate sector will be complemented by the
continued robust performance of the
business process outsourcing industries.
Meanwhile, the performance of the other
services sector will benefit from the surge
in tourism as we improve our infrastruc-
ture, intensify our tourism marketing
campaigns, and maintain a favorable peace
and order situation.

Food manufacturing will benefit from
stronger consumer demand spurred by gov-
ernment spending, softening prices of raw
materials, and better weather conditions.

Inthe second halfof2012, the manufactur-
ing sector is expected to post a remarkable
growth as the food sector further expands,
election spending provides an impetus
up to the national and local elections in
2013, and the electronic industry registers
higher growth.

On the expenditure-side, the resilient
domestic economy will support a continued
expansion in household consumption ex-
penditure. Household consumption will be
spurred by the continuedtripartite efforts ofthe
government, private employers and workers
to improve the country’s labor and employ-
ment situation; a sustained inflow of overseas
Filipinos remittances which has been counter-
cyclical in the past; and the implementation
of social protection programs.

While NEDA is optimistic that 2012
will be substantially better than 2011, we
remain vigilant and continue to closely
monitor external developments that con-
tinue to pose significant risk to the coun-
try’s growth.

As many analysts expect, global eco-
nomic recovery mightstall in 2012 mainly
due to the growing concerns over Europe.
The International Monetary Fund projects
the Euro area will suffer a mild recession
due to lingering concerns on how to ap-
propriately and quickly restore confidence
in the economy in order to support growth
while at the same time addressing fiscal
imbalance and providing more liquidity
and monetary accommodation. Similarly,
we are also watching closely developments
inthe U.S. economy, whether the recovery
will gain momentum or will remain fragile.
Likewise, we recognize the risk that China
could slow down or even experience a
“hard landing,” so we are closely monitor-
ing the overall global situation.

Overall, we expect the economy will
be able to gain its momentum this year. We
will pursue programs and projects designed
to improve our resilience to typhoons,
disasters, and climate change. We will
continue our assiduous efforts to diversify
our exports base, both in terms of products
and countries. The governmentis prepared
to hurdle further challenges with the sup-
port of all sectors. Government agencies
are working closely in crafting innovative
strategies, not only by ensuring the rapid
acceleration of government spending, but
also through the implementation of the
appropriate policies, as spelled out in the
Philippine Development Plan 2011-2016,
in order to steer our country towards the
path of inclusive growth. Il

(Source: http://www.neda.gov.ph)
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Press Statement on Impeachment Trial

ment trial of Supreme Court Chief

Justice Renato Corona, we exhorted
our people to accompany the process in
the spirit of prayer wherein we sought
guidance, purity of intention and courage
to pass judgment with objectivity and
fairness.

In January at the start of the impeach-

Even as then we invited people to
be vigilant, the real goal was the sincere
longing for truth and attainment of the
common good. We were unambiguous in
our exhortation to respect duly constituted
authorities and systems.

The Chief Justice and his family, dur-
ing the impeachment process, were subject
to close scrutiny. But this trial alsorevealed
the condition of our nation. On the one
hand, we have seen our lights or virtues,
and on the other hand our shadows or our
inadequacies were also unmasked.

There were 20 senator-judges who
voted for conviction while three voted
for acquittal.

During the impeachment process we
manifested our differences. We remain
divided today. Can we transcend the
division?

We pray that we all accept the verdict.
We leave other matters to duly constituted
legal entities.

Wehaveraised the bar of transparency
and accountability for public officials. Let
these values be owned up to by all leaders.
We should do the same as citizens of our
beloved Philippines.

The trial has ended but the challenging
journey towards renewal should begin anew.
Letus now turn our attention to the plight of
the worker, the needs of the hungry, those
who long for justice, love and peace.

Letusbegin thisjourney from within. I
pray that we uphold the values of life, family,
love of country and love of God. I pray that
we value more things that unite our people
rather than those that divide us.

May the Lord through the interces-
sion of Mother Mary bless our prayers
and efforts.

+JOSE PALMA, DD
Archbishop of Cebu
CBCP President
May 30, 2012

Justice for Francing Canayong! Stop Extra Judicial Killings!

e, from the Philippine Misereor
s }s / Partnership, Inc. (PMPI) vehe-
mently condemn the killing of
Francisco Canayong, a well-loved and
respected staunch anti-mining activist
and a member of our network through the
Social Action of the Diocese of Borongan.
Manong Francing was stabbed to death
by still unidentified assailant last 1 May
2011. Prior to his death, he has received
countless death threats on account of his
active and tireless involvement in leading
the campaign for environmental protection
and against mining operations in Salcedo
and other areas in Samar.

We join the call of the Bishops of
the Island of Samar in seeking justice
for Manong Francing’s death. His brutal
slay add anew to the increasing number of
unsolved killings of anti-mining activists
from various mining-affected communities
in our country. As we grieve and mourn
for his loss, we call on the government to
take effective action in investigating this
incidentand bring to justice the perpetrator
ofthis heinous act. The government should
take responsibility for the relentless cli-
mate of fear and impunity that continue to
hound environmentalists and anti-mining
activists especially those in remote areas
where mining operations go unchecked and
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unregulated by government agencies.

This coming June 2012, the govern-
ment’s commitment in upholding human
rights will be subjected for the Universal
Periodic Review by the Human Rights
Council of the United Nations (UN).
Manong Francing’s violentdemise strongly
believed to be related to his environmental
activism is yet another unaddressed dent
to the performance of our current govern-
ment in protecting the human rights of its
citizenry. They are made vulnerable and
easy prey to gross violations because their
activism defy and are against powerful and
moneyed interest groups. Manong Franc-
ing and all the other environmental heroes
and martyrs before him whose lives were
ultimately sacrificed and have yet to see
justice is a grave indication of how extra-
judicial killings in our country are still
ineffectively addressed to this date.

We extend our deep condolences to
the bereaved family, relatives and friends
of Manong Francing. We fervently pray
for our partners in the communities so that
they may still find courage and resolve to
continue with what Manong Francing has
died for amidst the serious threats to their
safety and security designed to sow fear
and muffle any move and effort to shed
light on thereal circumstances surrounding

his death and the culprits behind. We know
that Manong Francing had been receiving
death threats but he remained unfazed and
he continued with his work and zeal to be
a good steward of the environment. His
commitment for environmental steward-
ship brought to bear by his being a faithful
servant of the Church as a lay leader and
a genuine concern for the environment
for the sake of the present and future
generations.

Stop the extra-judicial killings!

Justice for Manong Francing and to
all martyrs for the environment!

PHILIPPINE MISEREOR
PARTNERSHIP, INC.
23 May 2012

(Philippine-Misereor Partnership, Inc,
is a network of about 284 organizations,
mostly non-government organizations
(NGOs), people’s organizations (POs),
church and faith-based organizations in
the Philippines and Misereor, a develop-
ment agency of the Catholic Church based
in Aachen, Germany. Members who are
active in the promotion of human rights,
peace, justice and development are clus-
tered into 15 regions spread throughout
the Philippines.)
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Respect Human Dignity, Stop Human Trafficking

uman life is not a commodity
chat can be trafficked and sold for

business and monetary gains. Hu-
man life should be accorded of its human
dignity. It should be promoted, respected,
protected and developed to attain fullness
of life.

The National Secretariat for Social
Action — Justice and Peace of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines
(CBCP-NASSA) is vehemently against
Human Trafficking. Itisaviolation of God’s
intention for human life. It is a modern day
slavery, which exploits people, particularly
the weak and the poor, alluring them into
false promises and making them prey on
evil activities — forced and bonded labor,
forced/commercial prostitution and sexual
exploitation, and human rights violation.

CBCP-NASSA strongly supports the
advocacy of the Commission on Filipino
Overseas (CFO), current Chair of the
Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking

(IACAT) Advocacy and Communications
Committee (ADVOCOM), and organiza-
tions thatespouse similar campaignsto end
this evil and inhuman act. ADVOCOM’s
projects, such as production and airing of
television and radio campaign materials,
speakers’bureau, national trainor ’s training
on anti-trafficking, community education
programs, and other information campaign
activities, will help address the human
trafficking problems in the country.

To intensify the campaign against
human trafficking, CBCP-NASSA’s Anti-
Human Trafficking Program calls on all
the arch/dioceses, parishes, basic ecclesial
communities, religious congregations and
institutions, church and lay organizations,
schools and all peace-loving Filipinos to
support this noble undertaking to fight
against human trafficking. Support can be
in the forms of posting anti-human traf-
ficking tarpaulins/streamers in the areas,
attending trainings, education and informa-

tion activities, and information dissemina-
tion by providing materials to promote
social consciousness on the issue.

We must stop human trafficking. Many
of our youth and children, especially wom-
en, have experienced sexual violence,
sexual exploitation and forced exploitative
situations because of human trafficking.
Government must use all its resources and
state forces to apprehend traffickers and file
cases to convict them. As there are many
traffickers, we must battle against the in-
crease of trafficking cases. Itisnotatask and
aresponsibility of the governmentalone—it
is everyone’s responsibility. Every citizen
must contribute its share to stop human
trafficking. Everybody must join forces to
protect and defend human life and human
rights. STOP Human Trafficking!

National Secretariat for Social Action,
Justice and Peace
28 May 2012

asic to any agrarian reform pro-
B gram is the precept that “God

alone owns the land” and that
it is given as gift for the benefit of all.
This is repeated often in the bible as is
condemnation of land monopoly. In the
Compendium of the Social Doctrine
of the Church, it is reiterated that such
land monopoly is “condemned by the
Church’s social doctrine” (#300). We
therefore join our voices with all those
demanding distribution of land to the
tiller as a matter of social justice for the
landless farmers.

Yet we are also aware that under the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro-
gram, which was extended with Reforms
(CARPER), thepolicy of the government
has been to give with one hand and take
with the other. Take the example the
farmers in Bgy. Maskap, Montalban.
Granted their land under PD27 and hav-
ing completely paid the amortization in
several cases, they are now being told
the land belongs to Araneta and their
titles are being cancelled. Or those in
San Jose del Monte, Bulacan, who were

‘God alone owns the land’

Statement of Support for Genuine Agrarian Reform Program

given Certificates of Land Ownership
Awards (CLOAs) buthave now had them
revoked as their lands will be converted
for the MRT 7. At the Central Mindanao
University, Bukidnon, the farmers were
granted CLOAs to later be told these are
cancelled because their land falls under
one of the exemptions in the CARPER.
Even the farmers in Hacienda Luisita,
who, were finally awarded their land
after many lost their lives in the struggle,
now face the possibility of having the
land priced so high that their gains may
be lost through inability to pay whereas
they have morally paid through virtual
slave labor for so many years.

We therefore, raise our voices
not only in favor of distributing the
land to the tiller, but also calling for
an Agrarian Reform Program which
covers all agricultural lands without
the exemptions in CARPER. For a law
which distributes the land to the farmer
and does not allow the grant to be can-
celled under any conditions other than
the farmer no longer wants to farm the
land. For a law based on Leviticus 25

where the land will be returned to the
original owners free at the end of 50
years: for “the land shall not be sold in
perpetuity, for the land is mine...in the
year of jubilee the land shall be released,
and he (the original owner), shall return
to his property (Lev.25:23, 28). Jesus
declared that the Jubilee Year is now
(Lk.4:19). We also join with all those
families of those victims of militariza-
tion and violence because they dared to
stand for these principles and call for
Genuine Agrarian Reform.

We believe our prophetic role calls
us to stand with those suffering injustice
and oppression. It also calls us to look
beyond what is to what can be, and
analyze critically any policies and pro-
grams in light of the gospel imperative.
As farmers come to Manila this week to
make their voices heard, our prophetic
role impels us to be with them in their
cry for land and justice.

SR. PATRICIA FOX, NDS
Convenor
Religious Discernment Group
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Is the Philippines Truly Free and Sovereign?

(A Statement of the Ecumenical Bishops Forum on the Occasion of Celebrating the
114th Year of the Proclamation of Philippine Independence)

“For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand
firm, therefore, and do not submit again

to the yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1,
NRSV).

n June 12, we the Filipino people,
Owill celebrate our 114th year of

freedom fromthe yoke of slavery. It
was on June 12, 1898 when General Emilio
Aguinaldo and the Filipino revolutionary
forces proclaimed independence from
Spain after three and a half decades of colo-
nization. The Kataastaasang Kagalangga-
langang Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayan
(KKK) or simply Katipunan founded by
Andres Bonifacio in 1896 defeated the
Spanish colonial forces on May 1, 1898
under the watchful eyes of US forces under
Commodore George Dewey.

The Philippine independence, how-
ever, was short-lived because Spain and
the United Sates did notrecognize it. In the
Treaty of Paris in 1898, Spain ceded the
whole Philippine archipelago to the United
States for twenty million US dollars. Un-
known to the Filipino revolutionaries, US
had a previous agreement with Spain for
the latter to surrender not to the Filipinos
but to the Americans.

Feeling betrayed by the US, Aguinaldo
declared war against the new colonizers on
June 2, 1899. With inferior firearms and
ammunition, though, the Filipino revo-
lutionaries were roundly defeated by the
Americans with their superior firepower
in less than two years. The Katipunan was
finally subjugated on March 23, 1901,
although America formally declared the
“insurrection” over only on July 4, 1902
in time with the US Independence Day
celebration.

But the war did not end there. Some
Katipunan members continued to wage
battles against American forces in various
parts of the country, from North Luzon
to the Visayas. (Mindanao was never
colonized by Spain or the Americans.) But
again those heroic battles ended in defeat.
Filipinos massacred including women and
children were estimated between 34,000
to 1000,000.

On July 4, 1946 the US granted for-
mal independence to the Philippines. This
was not after ensuring America’s control
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over Philippine social life — politics,
economics and culture. Unequal Treaties
and Acts were imposed on the Philippine
government before and after the “grant of
independence” such as the Bell Trade Act
with its so-called parity rights provision,
the American Tariff Act of 1909 which
established free trade, the Hare-Hawes Cut-
ting Act (the same as the Tydings-McDuffie
Act) which provided for independence
which ensured the pro-Americans to be
in political power (Osmefia and Roxas
against Recto and Quezon, a divide-and-
ruletactic), the Payne-Aldridge Act which
provided for free trade between the Phil-
ippines and the US, the RP-US Military
Bases Agreement of 1947 which officially
allowed the US to set up, maintain and
operate air and naval bases in the country
for a period of 99 years in various parts
of the country, particularly in Luzon, the
RP-US Mutual Defense Treaty of 1951
which allows the US the right to intervene
in Asia-Pacific affairs, and many more.
Philippine armed forces are also trained
according to US military school’s standards
and the current Internal Peace and Security
Plan (Oplan Bayanihan) is patterned after
US Counterinsurgency Guide.

On September 16, 1966 the Ramos-
Rusk Agreement reduced the term of the
RP-US Military Bases Agreement to 25
years beginning that year, which meant it
would last only till 1992 instead of 2046.
When the agreement was about to end
the US asked for a 10-year extension.
On September 16, 1991, however, the
Philippine Senate under the leadership of
Senate President Jovito R. Salonga, voted
to terminate the agreement. On December
21, 1992, the US formally left its military
bases in the country.

But the American soldiers are back!
The US managed to have the Visiting
Forces Agreement approved in February
1998 before the West Pointer President
Fidel V. Ramos ended his term. The Phil-
ippine Senate ratified the VFA on May
27, 1999. The US considered the VFA
a mere Executive Agreement which did
require US Senate ratification. The VFA
is silent on how long the “visiting forces”
may stay in the country and what sorts
of activities they may undertake. But the

Balikatan exercises are among them. US
troops had been reportedly seen in actual
combat operations in Mindanao, Bicol and
other places in Luzon. Suspicions are rife
that the US vessels that dock temporar-
ily on our shores carry nuclear weapons
which are prohibited by our Constitution.
The US neither confirms nor denies this.
There are other political problems in the
VFA provisions which favor the US, such
as the jurisdiction over American soldiers
who commit crimes under Philippine laws.
The VFA’s constitutionality has been ques-
tioned before the Supreme Court several
times but which unfortunately but under-
standably ruled on its constitutionality.

This year, with the Philippine-China
row over the Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal,
American soldiers were allowed by the
Philippine government to re-occupy their
former military bases in Subic in Zambales
and Clark in Pampanga in order to defend
the Philippine territory from China. Butthe
Scarborough conflict is only being made
an excuse in order for the US to deploy
their forces in the Asia-Pacific to protect
its economic interest in the region and
to counteract its economic rival China’s
expansionism.

A plan to establish a huge pier in Da-
diangas purportedly for fishing purposes
isunderway. In reality this is to strengthen
the US marine presence in Southern Phil-
ippines as part of their long term plan to
maintain their troops in Asia. The visit on
June 3 of Gen. Martine Dempsey, chairman
of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, and other
top US military officers to talk with top
Philippine military officers aims to forge
additional security agreements in line with
US strategic security plans in this region.
We also read in the papers of the presence
of US military forces inrelation to the Asia
Pacific Program and Trans Pacific Partner-
ship towards the economic recovery of the
US through the Asia-Pacific markets. The
visit of President Aquino to the US this
past week was also about the US military
deployment in the Philippines, although
the President officially denies it as among
the topics he discussed with US President
Barack Obama.

In the field of economy, our leaders
are subservient to the dictates of global
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economic institutions such as the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the World
Bank, the General Agreement on Tariff
and Trade and the World Trade Organi-
zation and the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation. We implement the economic
globalization on their behest in spite of the
sufferings it caused and continues to cause
among our workers, farmers, fisher-folks
and indigenous peoples. The Conditional
Cash Transfer (CCT) which gives cash
to the poor which is a palliative and does
not solve the people’s poverty, is an IMF
prescribed measure,

We are also bound by the foreign
loan automatic appropriation act signed
during the dictatorship rule of Marcos
to pay our foreign debts to the detriment
of the Filipino people. The Freedom
from Debt Coalition claims that 60% of
our annual budget goes to loan payment
which significantly reduces the budget for
social services. This became glaring with
the opening of classes on Monday where
teachers, classrooms, chairs, blackboards
and books are sorely lacking for about 15
million students.

Inthe cultural front, Filipino historian
Renato Constantino wrote of the mis-
education of the Filipino. English had

become the Philippines’ second (actually
first in practice) national language and
other cultural forms from US proliferate.
The K-12 program which was hastily
implemented this year by the Department
of Education was an IMF imposition
which aims to train our young people for
deployment in transnational corporations
(TNCs) and other jobs overseas providing
cheap labor.

With all this, can we say that we as a
people are free and sovereign? Are we truly
independent? The Roman Catholic Church
says that “peace is founded not only on
respect for human rights but also on respect
for the rights of peoples, in particular the
righttoindependence” (Compendium ofthe
Social Doctrine of the Church, No. 157).
Where the right to independence of peoples
and nations are tarnished by the domina-
tion of foreign powers, their freedom and
sovereignty is a sham. This holds true as
far as our nation is concerned.

The return of US troops to Philippine
soil undermines our peoples’ sovereignty.
The continued subservience of our politi-
cal leaders to the US and its international
instrumentalities betrays our freedom and
sovereignty.

The Lord wants every people and

www.arkibongbayan.org

every nation free, free to do God’s will
and not the will and whims of other na-
tions however powerful they may be. God
is the only genuine power whose will is to
be honored and kept.

As we, the Filipino people com-
memorate the true freedom we gained from
Spain 114 years ago, let us make our cries
reverberate and assert these calls:

US troops, out now!

Junk the Visiting Forces Agree-
ment!

Scrap the RP-US Mutual Defense
Treaty!

Expose and oppose K-12 program!

Abrogate the Automatic Appropria-
tion Law!

End subservience to US dictates!

Seek and obey only the sovereign will
of the Lord!

Done and signed this 10th day of June,
2012

MOST REV. DEOGRACIAS INIGUEZ,
JR., DD, CBCP
Co-chairperson

BISHOP SOLITO TOQUERO, UMC
Co-chairperson
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FROM THE
BLOGS

Here we go again!

olitical campaigns have already started loud and
P clear—no matter what the law provides, irrespective

ofthe time and place of the campaigns are staged. The
unsaid truth is that it is Malacafiang that is the very first to
engage in new partisan political alignments—silently and
surreptitiously. Everybody else is but following the pre-
emptive move it made in the eagerly awaited forthcoming
combat in the political arena. The personal and/or profes-
sional attributions of the aspirants for political offices are
irrelevant. Who you are, what you have and what can you
do—these are what really count!

In other words, what really matter are how much money
and power do the candidates have and wield respectively,
what political dynasties are behind them, and what influ-
ence do they exercise—with or without the use of guns and
goons. The ultimate intent is to win the elections—be these
computerized or manual, be the list of voters authentic or a
bigjoke. Lying during the political campaigns is a necessary
practice; inthe same way that cheating in the elections is done
as amatter of course. To win the elections irrespective of the
ways and means of doing it—this is standard practice.

Thus it is that Philippine politics—the way it has
been done long since and still being practiced these days
is “...possibly the biggest bane in our life as a nation and
the most pernicious obstacle to our achieving full human
development.” This is clearly an indictment of politics in
the Philippines. And such a lamentable understanding is
neither but the perception of one dumb individual nor the
awareness of abunch ofignoramuses, good for nothing and
do-nothing bunch of people. It is the official pronounce-
ment of a group of organized individuals who are stationed
all over the land, who have their feet on the ground and
who are in direct contact with a big number of Filipinos
in Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.

Such an admittedly negative regard of Philippine
politics was formally brought to fore in 1977. That is no
less than more than three decades ago when the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference released its “Pastoral Statement on
Philippine Politics.” Today, it bears asking if anything
substantial has changed in the way politics is done in the
country. If millions of Filipinos wallow in poverty and live
in misery, is this phenomenon due to the observance of
exemplary politics in the country, on account of the work
of upright Filipino politicians?

Is it true or false that the interests of the powerful and
few rich are pitied against those of the weak and the poor
through political peddling and influence? Is it true or false
that a costly elaborate political propaganda machine infal-
libly accompanies all wealthy and influential candidates for
public offices? Is it true or false that the political debts are
paid by those elected to public offices through appointments
of their supporters to juicy government positions?

www.ove.blogspot.com
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PlayStation mentality

a challenge made. Its acceptance is registered. The

fighting begins. The excitement builds up. It is bad
if the challenger is losing. But this can ask for help—in
line with spirit of the question “Want to call a friend?”
Such are the main features of a PlayStation. It is a toy. It
is a game. It is a pastime. It heightens the curiosity and
alertness of children. It provides entertainment and pastime
to young people. It is an exercise of their alertness and
agility. It provides self-satisfaction when the challenge
is won. On condition that is remains but a play and noth-
ing more. It provides relaxation to adults by way of an
innocent pastime.

But a special danger comes about when a particular
adult slowly but surely gets or absorbs the “PlayStation
Mentality.” In this case, the usual sequential factors are the
following: First, the individual concerned feels challenged—
though this is not necessarily true. Second, the same accepts
the challenge as a matter of course—even though evidently
unequal to the dare made. Third, the same infallibly asks
for help from somebody else—the moment he feels losing
the challenge.

The “PlayStation” Mentality then has the following
common composite though and behavioral pattern on
the part of the adult with the said mind frame: “I am
strong. I am brave. I am able. I do not want anybody
in my way. I give in to no one. I accept any and all
challenges. I shall allow nothing to deter me.” And
here is the catch: “I can always call on somebody to
help me.”

This brings to fore the underlying reason behind the
recent events that took place in this part of the world—in
line with the “PlayStation Mentality.” There was someone
who sent a big ship to the Philippine seas. In response to
this challenge, there was somebody in turn who bought
an old and aging “banca” that was docked and rotting
for decades somewhere. More. There was someone who
heard the launching of formidable rockets in this and
that part of the globe. In response to this felt challenge,
he sends a “kwitis” to the skies. All these may sound
like one big joke after another. It is however definitely
more serious than that. Reason: It is the “PlayStation
Mentality” acted upon in this and that part of the globe.
More. Adults are the ones playing. Worse. The same
adults hold leadership positions. Result: Their respective
constituencies are either bitterly lamenting in public or
laughing much “in the inside.”

Specifically, in conjunction with the foreign big ship
vs. the local “banca” the picture is bad. The challenger is
losing. Hence, the “Want to call a friend?” offer is acted
upon. Foreign forces then came by way of doing some
“exercises” here and there.

This is the over-all picture of a PlayStation: There is

www.ove.blogspot.com
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indications that the deviant Philippine Politics by and

large brought to fore by an errant Filipino political cul-
ture is definitely not a hopeless case, not an incurable malady.
This bright outlook is basically premised on the significance
and importof certain highly meaningful socio-political events
and developments that have distinctly registered themselves
in the history of the country—such as the following more
noticeable phenomena:

There were the 1978 national elections held precisely
during the infamous Martial Law regime that proved to be
a shining moment of the Filipino people. They took the risk
of telling the truth, of facing the danger of acting against
the excesses of the then government of one man. In 1986,
volunteer citizen groups in massive numbers, confronted
the serious threat brought about by safeguarding the ballots
against a seemingly invisible government machinery bent
on thwarting the will of people. It was then that the word
“EDSA” became a world-admired Philippine phenomenon.
In 1992, the Filipinos then experienced a peaceful transfer of
government through the option of a President who opted to
step down from power. The “COMELEC” then performed its
mandated task. The people grouped behind non-government
organizations—and the rest is history. Thus it was that:

More and more Filipinos were voting intelligently—

This is good news. This is optimism. There are marked

over and above the publicity financed and popularity gained
by moneyed politicians. At the same time, the people were
becoming more vigilant in seeing to it that their ballots were
accordingly counted and thereby duly accounted for.

More and more civic-minded Filipinos shared their time,
talent and treasure through healthy voluntarism in the forma-
tion of civic organizations and movements. These took the task
of undertaking the fundamental mission of watching over the
electoral process—before, during and after its holding.

More and more non-traditional politicians were elected
into office just as more and more young and idealistic can-
didates were accorded the chance of holding public offices.
These were elective positions specifically intended and
designed for affirming the common good and promoting
public welfare.

The above mentioned signs of hope in the transforma-
tion of Philippine election through duly elected as well as
rightfully appointed Filipino public officials are not but
fruits of imagination. They are standing historical facts.
Yet, more critical populist resolves and pursuant actions are
required to make a real difference in the political scene and
culture presently still undermining Philippine progress and
development.

But there are still signs of hope for better local politics,
for better Filipino politicians, for a better Philippines.
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FROM THE
INBOX

From the email messages of may_rv2003@yahoo.com

Does God still speak to people?

young man had been to a Bible
A\Study. The Pastor had shared about

istening to God and obeying the
Lord’s voice. The young man couldn’t
help but wonder, “Does God still speak
to people?”

After service he went out with some
friends for coffee and pie and they dis-
cussed the message. Several talked about
how God had led them in different ways.
It was about ten o’clock when the young
man started driving home. Sitting in his
car, he began to pray, “God, if you will
listen. I will do my best to obey.”

As he drove down the main street of
his town, he had the strangest thought to
stop and buy a gallon of milk. He shook
his head and said out loud, “God is that
you?” He didn’t get a reply and started
on toward home. But again the thought to
stop and buy a gallon of milk struck him.
The young man thought about Samuel and
how he didn’trecognize the voice of God,
and how little Samuel ran to Eli.

“Okay, God, in case that is you, I will
buy the milk.” It didn’t seem like too hard
a test of obedience. He could always use
the milk. He stopped and purchased the
gallon of milk and started toward home.
Ashepassed Seventh Street, he again felt
the urge, “Turn down that street.”This
is crazy, he thought, and drove on past
the intersection. Again, he felt that he
should turn down Seventh Street. At the
next intersection, he turned back and
headed down Seventh. Half jokingly, he
said out loud, “Okay, God, I will”. He
drove several blocks, when suddenly, he
felt like he should stop. He pulled over
to the curb and looked around. He was
in a semi-commercial area of town. It
wasn’t the best but it wasn’t the worst of
neighborhood either.

The businesses were closed and most
of the houses looked dark like the people
of the houses were already in
bed. Again, he sensed some-
thing, “Go and give the
milk to the people in the
house across the street.”
The young man looked
at the house. It was
dark and it looked
like the people were
already asleep. He
started to open the
door and then sat
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back in the car seat. “Lord, this is insane.
Those people are asleep and if I wake
them up, they are going to be mad and
I will look stupid.” Again, he felt like he
should go and give the milk.

Finally, he opened the door, “Okay
God, ifthisis you, I will go to the door and
I will give them the milk. If you want me
to look like a crazy person, okay. I want
to be obedient. I guess that will count for
something but if they don’t answer right
away, | am out ofhere.” He walked across
the street and rang the bell. He could hear
some noise inside. A man’s voice yelled
out, “Who is it? What do you want?”

Then the door opened before the
young man could get away. The man was
standing there in his jeans and T-shirt. He
looked like he just got out of bed. He had
a strange look on his face and he didn’t
seem too happy to have some stranger
standing on his doorstep.

“What is it?”The young man thrust
out the gallon of milk, “Here, I brought
this to you.”The man took the milk and
rushed down a hallway speaking loudly
in Spanish. Then from down the hall
came a woman carrying the milk toward
the kitchen. The man was following her
holding a baby. The baby was crying.

The man had tears streaming down
his face. The man began speaking and half
crying, “We were just praying. We had
some big bills this month and we ran out
of money. We didn’t have any milk for our
baby. I was just praying and asking God to
show me how to getsome milk.” His wife in
the kitchen yelled out, “I ask him to send an
Angel with some. Are you an Angel?”

The young man reached into his
wallet and pulled out all the money
he had on him and put it in the man’s
hand. He turned and walked back toward
his car with tears streaming down
his face. He knew
that God still
answers
prayers.
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man stopped at a flower shop to
Aﬁrder some flowers to be wired to
is mother who lived two hundred

miles away.

As he got out of his car he noticed a
young girl sitting on the curb sobbing.

He asked her what was wrong and she
replied, “I wanted to buy a red rose for my
mother. ButIonly have seventy-five cents,
and a rose costs two dollars.”

The man smiled and said, “Come on
in with me. I’ll buy you a rose.”

He bought the little girl her rose and
ordered flowers for his own mother.

As they were leaving he offered the
girl a ride home. She said, “Yes, please!
You can take me to my mother.”

She directed him to a cemetery, where
she placed the rose on a freshly dug grave.

The man returned to the flower shop,
canceled the wire order, picked up a bou-
quet and drove the two hundred miles to
his mother’s house.

1 Dollar and
100 Dollar bill

neday,aonedollarbilland a
O hundred dollar bill got folded

together and began talking
about their life experiences.

The hundred dollar bill began
to brag:

“I’ve had a great life,” it said.
“I’ve been to all the big hotels,
Donald Trump himself used me at
his casino, I’ve been in the wallets
of Fortune 500 board members, I’ve
flown from one end of the country to
the other! I’ve even been in the wal-
let of two Presidents of the United
States, and once when Princess
Diana visited the US, she used me
to buy a packet of gum.”

In awe, the dollar humbly re-
sponded, “Gee, nothing like that has
ever happened to me, ...but [ have
been to church a lot!”
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Pedro Calungsod

Young Visayan Proto-martyr

Catalino Arevalo, SJ

WITH the upcoming canonization of
Blessed Pedro Calungsod on October 21

in Rome, the Philippines will now have
two home-grown saints who are both lay
people. Although not everyone is called

to martyrdom like Pedro Calungsod and

Lorenzo Ruiz before him, all are called

to alife of holiness, which was evident in

the life of both saints. Pedro Calungsod

was a young man born in the Visayas, in

the 17th century. He went as a mission

assistant, catechist, sacristan, to Guam,

part of the first Jesuit mission expedition

to the Marianas Islands. He was killed “in

hatred of the faith” by the same men who
were responsible for the martyrdom of the Jesuit mission-superior,
Father Diego Luis de San Vitores, declared blessed by Pope John
Paul Il on October 6, 1984 as the Proto-Martyr of the Marianas
Islands in the Pacific. Pedro Calungsod’s death preceded that of
Blessed Diego Luis by a few minutes, on April 2, 1672. At the open-
ing of the Third Christian Millennium—on March 5, 2000—Pedro
Calungsod was beatified at St. Peter’s Square in Rome. Authored
by Father Catalino G. Arévalo, Jesuit priest and theologian, this
booklet aims to introduce Pedro Calungsod to Filipino Catholics
who have not yet heard of him and his heroic sacrifice.

Better Marriage

Achieving A Lasting Happy Marriage
Through Faith and True Love

Fr. Jude Isidro Acevedo Rebaldo
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THE success of a marriage depends on
how a couple who have vowed to love
each other “for better or for worse” do
their best to make their union work de-
spite the difficulties that come their way.
This book comes at an opportune time
when the sanctity of marriage is being
questioned and redefined by those who
believe that it should not only be between
aman and a woman. The various insights
found in the book are the results of the
author’s interaction with people he met
and counseled in the exercise of his
ministry. All of nine chapters, the book also
has a whole chapter dedicated to testimonies from couples who
share their secret of a happy and lasting marriage. Another chapter
contains various prayers that would be very helpful for couples to
pray especially when beset with difficulties in their married life. The
author is the parish priest of San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila Parish
in Aklan. This is his third book.
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My Conspiracy Theory

A Brief Autobiography at the Middle of My Life

Bo Sanchex

IS the universe conspiring to bless you or
is it going against you? Why do some cir-
cumstances getin the way to your success
in life? Why do some people seem more
blessed than you? Is God playing favorite?
Not so, as this latest volume of best-selling
author Bro. Bo Sanchez opens your eyes
and mind to the wondrous work of God in
our universe and in your life. The founder
of the The Feast, the Sunday prayer gath-
ering which consists of Holy Mass, Praise
and Worship, and his power talks, says
this is his favorite book yet. And why not, what with a cover showing
him and his two lovable boys, Benedict and Francis, all smiling and
giggly! But this adorable photo is just for starters. As you turn the
pages, you will find intimate snapshots of Bo as a little boy, a young
preacher, with his dad, Eugenio Sr., a groom to his lovely wife and
as a regular father to his boys. This is the closest thing to getting to
know Bo Sanchez as he pours out his intimate feelings and thoughts
behind the good and bad situations that he has gone through life that
any regular person can relate to and learn from. To understand why
he preaches, thinks and writes as he does, you have got to read this
paperback and, as he likes to say, be blown away. Be transformed
by his teachings and his examples and start living a more blessed
and abundant life.

My Conspiracy Theary
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Go in Peace and Sin No More

A Catechism on the Sacrament of Confession
(With Rite for the Communal Penitential Service)

Msgr. Joselito C. Asis, JCD

MANY conversions happen in a confes-
sional. The Sacrament of Confession
teaches profound lessons of humility and
faith. Sincere and integral confession of
sins teaches the penitent to be humble,
to recognize one’s own weakness as a
human being and, at the same time, to be
aware of the need for God’s forgiveness,
and to trust that divine grace can transform
one’s life. Acceptance of the penance and
listening to the words “l absolve you from
your sins,” are a true school of love and
hope that guides the person to full trust in
the God of love, revealed in Jesus Christ, to responsibility, and to
the commitment of continual conversion. This volume aims to draw
us closer to the confessional, a place where we can find compas-
sion, advice and comfort, feel that we are loved and understood by
God, and experience the presence of Divine Mercy beside the Real
Presence in the Eucharist.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Carroric INITIATIVE FOR
ENLIGETENED MovIE APPRECIATION

here is a certain charm when wild
I animals are presented with a counter
human-ego, complete with emo-
tions, psyche and personality. Madagascar
creators must have realized this that they,
not only came up with a TV series but
also with the 3rd movie instalment of the
lovable quartet. This time, Alex, Marty,
Melman and Gloria tour the greatest cit-
ies of Europe as circus performers. They
set out to return to New York after being
abandoned in Africa. But first, they make
a stopover at Monte Carlo to confront the
Penguins. In Monte Carlo, Alex and his
gang are forced to escape from the cruel
animal-wrangler Chantel duBois (Frances
McDormand), so they are forced to hide
with a travelling circus which has seen bet-
ter days. The story takes a deeper turn when
the Penguins buy the circus and Alex tries
to ignite passion into the performances.

On the one hand, the computer-
generated effects, vibrant colors and
spectacular movements are sheer work
of genius. There are still the comedic
punch once in a while, mostly delivered
by Marty, the Zebra, the lemurs and the
penguins. However, the main characters,
and not to say the main plot, may be a bit
too short and too thin to sustain the inter-
est of the audience. One will find the film
overflowing with overrated excitement,
frenzy and action that come off as old and
tired. There is nothing much the audience
can ponder and reflect on as the movie does
not attempt to go beyond cartoonish drama
and hi-tech excitement.

One of the best valued lessons of
Madagascar 3 is the undeniable loyalty
and friendship of the four. Through thick
and thin, Alex, Marty, Melman, and Gloria
stick together and help each other over-
come danger and challenges. Also, the
movie touches briefly onrediscovering the
real selfand finding excellence in what you
do by learning to love it with passion and
dedication. Had the European team not
rediscovered these, they would never have
realized how much more they can do.

Madagascar 3 may be viewed by
young audiences but parents should still
be on hand to explain the destruction and
mayhem caused by the animals’ antics and
the action scenes.

IMPACT - june 2012
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MOST WANTED

JuNE B, 2012

CAST: Ben Stiller, Chris Rock, David Schwimmer, Jada Pinkett Smith, Frances
McDormand, Sacha Baron Cohen, Cedric the Entertainer; DIRECTION: Eriarnell,
Noah Baumbach; Based on characters by Eric Darnell, Tom McGrath; PRODUCER:
Mireille Soria, Mark Swift; Music: Hans Zimmer; GENRE: Comedy Animation; DIS-
TRIBUTOR: Paramount Pictures; LOCATION: EuropeUSA; RUNNING TIME: 85
minutes

TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT: eeeoe

MORAL ASSESSMENT: 4¢¢¢

CINEMA RATING: For viewers 13 years old and below with parental guidance
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NEPAL. November poll after constitu-
tional crisis

After the country’s warring political par-
ties failed to agree on a new constitution,
Nepal’s Prime Minister Baburam Bhatta-
rai has called for elections in November.
The Constituent Assembly was elected
in 2008 after a decade of civil war to
write the constitution. Bhattarai said the
parliamentwould be disbanded ahead of
November elections after failingto agree
on the nation's new federal structure.

NKOREA. Worst drought in 50 years

North Korea is suffering a prolonged
and widespread drought, raising fears it
will worsen already dire food shortages
if the unusually dry weather persists
to the end of the month, a state media
said. It will be the driest May in 50 years
in western coastal areas, the Korean
Central News Agency said. The Rodong
Sinmun newspaper urged workers and
government employees to help farmers
in their struggles to ease crop damage
from the long dry spell.

Old woman sets Mount Everest re-
cord

JAPAN.A73-year-old Japanese woman
has setthe record for the oldestfemale to
climb Mount Everest. Tamae Watanabe
beat her own world record when she
reached the peak of the world's high-
est mountain on May 19. Ang Tshering
Sherpa, chairman of Kathmandu's Asian
Trekking, the local organizer of her ex-
pedition, confirmed her feat. According
to Sherpa, all the climbers are healthy
and have started descending to Camp
3 located at 8,300 meters.

INDONESIA. Fears Indo may soon run
out of beef

Indonesia's meat industry estimates
the country has just one week's supply
of beef left. National Meat Processing
president, Ishana Mahisa, told Radio
Australia a government quota on live-
stock imports has thrown the country's
meat processing industry into crisis. This
year the import quota has been cut to
34,000 tons from 90,000 tons last year,
but the difference has not been made
up by local industry.

NEWYORK.Asia’s transgender popu-
lation in HIV crisis: UN

The United Nations says nearly half of
transgender people in the Asia-Pacific
region could have HIV. The UN Develop-
ment Programme study says the region's
estimated 9-9.5 million-transgender
population is "bearing the brunt of the
HIV epidemic", as poor healthcare and
high-risk lifestyles push infection rates
to "critical levels". The report says that
figures suggest 49 percent of the com-
munity could be infected.

MALAYSIA. Boat sinks off Borneo
Island; 26 people rescued

Malaysian authorities rescued at least
26 people, including tourists from Britain,
Japan and the US, after their sailing
boat sank in stormy weather off Borneo
Island. Mohamad Izuar Zainuddin of the
Malaysian Maritime EnforcementAgency
said the boat with 12 crew and 14 pas-
sengers on board sank off Sabah state
on Borneo Island last June 7. Seven of
the passengers are British, four Ameri-
can, two Japanese and one Dutch. The
crew comprised of a German, an lIrish
person and 10 Thais. None of them
were injured.

THAILAND. PM rejects lese majesto
reform call

Thai PM Yingluck Shinawatra said she
would not seek to change the country's
royal defamation law despite outcry over
the death of a grandfather jailed for the
offence. Ampon Tangnoppakul, 62, who
was dubbed "Uncle SMS", died recently
inside Bangkok prison hospital, while
serving a 20-year sentence for sending
text messages deemed insulting to the
monarchy in 2010. Despite mounting
calls for reform of the lese majeste law,
the PM affirmed that government policy
will “stay put.’

CHINA. Rugby board signs key China
deal

Rugby Union is the latest sport looking to
expandinto China. The International Rug-
by Board has signed a memorandum of
understanding with the city of Guangzhou
and the Chinese Rugby Football Associa-
tion. IRB's Regional General Manager

Asia, Jarrad Gallagher, is optimistic this
will help the sport grow in China. He said
rugby is to be introduced into 30 schools
in Guangzhou with the aim to increase
participation in the sport.

PHILIPPINES. Amnesty International
seeks adequate witness protection
program

Amnesty International urged the Philip-
pine government to ensure adequate
witness protection and effective prosecu-
tions forextrajudicial killings and enforced
disappearances following the recent kill-
ing of a third witness, Esmail Amil Enog,
to the 2009 Maguindanao massacre.
“The killing and dismembering of another
witness in the Maguindanao massacre
speaks of a poor witness protection
program in our country. This sows fear
and discourages witnesses to testify on
crimes occurring in the Philippines,” said
Dr. Aurora Parong, Director of Amnesty
International Philippines.

ISRAEL. Amend ‘anti-infiltration’ law

The lIsraeli parliament should immedi-
ately repeal or amend a newly revised
law that punishes asylum seekers for
irregularly crossing into Israel, in violation
oftheir basicrights, Human Rights Watch
said today. Until the law is amended,
Israeli officials should not enforce provi-
sions that violate international refugee
standards, Human Rights Watch said.
“Israeli officials are not only adding rhe-
torical fuel to the xenophobic fire, but
they now have a new law that punishes
refugeesin violation ofinternational law,”
said Bill Frelick, Refugee Program direc-
tor at Human Rights Watch.

SINGAPORE. Authorities urged to
save Malaysian from execution

Ayoung Malaysian man under threat of
imminentexecutionin Singapore fordrug
trafficking should be granted clemency,
Amnesty Internationaland the Anti-Death
Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) have
said. Yong VuiKong, whowas 19whenhe
was first arrested for possessing 47g of
heroin in 2007, has no other options left.
On 4 April, the Supreme Court rejected
his third and final appeal, which was
made on the basis he was subjected to
unequal treatment before the law.
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For Those Days When An
Apple May Not Be Enough

Prescribing an apple a day to keep the doctor away may f -~ ,..r
not be enough. :
Good thing there’s MEDICard that could assist you in your

healthcare needs: MEDIC d
« HMO Cards « Corporate Clinic Management ar
The H: Jelerve

+ Qut-patient clinics + Comprehensive Occupational Healtheare | decerve

« In patient programs Health and Wellness Programs

For maore details, please call: 88-4-9999; 848-6451 to 56; 810-1503
or visit www.medicardphils.com




