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“Many economic problems that we face are 
actually political in disguise.”

	 Zhang Ming, a political scientist at Renmin University in Beijing; on the 
slowdown of China’s economic growth that has been largely attributed to political 
scandals and political patronage in state-owned enterprises that has weakened 

market forces and private entrepreneurship.

 “That was the biggest blunder of the impeachment 
trial.”

	 Ramon Casiple, executive director of the Institute for Political and Electoral 
Reform in Manila; on the fielding of ombudsman Conchita Carpio-Morales by Chief 
Justice Corona’s lawyers to refute news reports of dollar accounts which produced 

opposite result: she confirmed the news accounts and produced the records 
indicating the $28.7 million in deposits. 

“We do not recognize China’s fishing ban.”

	 Albert del Rosario, Foreign Affairs Secretary of the Philippines; on the fishing 
ban imposed by China around the waters on the disputed Scarborough Shoal, saying 

that such ban encompasses the Philippines’ Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

“We cannot stand by and watch children dying of 
hunger, we have to do something.”

	 Ms. Shin, team leader of Caritas Korea; on the dispatch of 250 thousand dollars 
of Caritas Korea to African countries where more than 12 million people face food 

shortage due to drought and the consequent hike in food prices. 

“Democracy, human rights and freedom must never 
be sacrificed because of development.”

	 Lee Myung-bak, South Korean President; in a recent meeting with Myanmar 
president Thein Sein and Aung San Suu Kyi where he praised both leaders’ 

contribution to democratization in the region.  

 “The Chinese media is assaying the Philippines 
is evil. I want to tell my family in China that the 

Filipino people are friendly.”

	 Lian Liang, a Chinese student in a business school in Manila; on the snowballing 
sentiments among Chinese and Filipino nationals over the territorial dispute on 

Scarborough Shoal that is being claimed by both countries. 
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In a recent interview over Radio 
Veritas, Sorsogon Bishop Arturo 
Bastes suggested that the best 

way to resolve the impasse over 
Scarborough Shoal (Panatag for Fili-
pinos, Huangyan for the Chinese), is 
to make it and the whole stretch of 
the Spratly Islands an international 
marine reserve that will be under the 
auspices of an international instru-
mentality such as the United Nations

At first blush, the suggestion 
seems off tangent.  But given a more 
serious thought, there seems to be a 
lot of sense in initiating a discussion 
in favor of a campaign to make the en-
tire West Philippine Sea—which has 
been traditionally called the South 
China Sea—and the Spratly Islands 
an International Marine Reserve 
and a UN World Heritage Site. This 
would make the Philippines on the 
forefront of environmental campaign 
not only in the region but even in the 
whole world.

Quite interestingly, there are a 
lot of people who share the same 
wave-length.  For instance, Antonio 
Oposo, Jr., who is a counselor-at-
environmental law, thinks that this 
proposal if heeded would elevate the 
issue to “a very high moral plane.”  In 
his open letter to President Benigno 
Aquino III, he opines very sensibly:  
“By doing that, we will not directly 
antagonize any of the claimant coun-

tries.  Instead, the Philippines 
will be taking a high road, and 
thereby earn the respect of the 
world that is increasingly more 
environmentally aware.  Rather 
than fight with the claiming 
countries in competition to use 
resources for the present, we 
will bring the countries together in 
cooperation to reserve resources for 
the future.”     

In the face of this, the military 
solution such as the one propounded 
by Senate President Juan Ponce 
Enrile who advocated the buying 
of arms in the inevitability of an 
armed conflict with China, becomes 
elementary. In the first place, equip-
ping the Philippine armory amidst 
poverty and hunger of a multitude 
of its citizens is not ethically healthy. 
In the second place, war is not a 
good option especially if it is to be 
waged against a demographic and 
an economic giant.

But of course the diplomatic and 
legal routes are the best recourse.  
There is, for instance, the Internation-
al Court of Justice, the UN Security 
Council and the General Assembly, 
and the International Tribunal for 
Law of the Sea (ITLOS).  Issues like 
territorial integrity, historical sov-
ereignty and relative legal disputes 
should be addressed more appropri-
ately in these international tribunals. 

Still the idea of international coop-
eration is fresh and enticing. Oposo 
even explores further: “As a matter of 
fact, the Spratly Island can even be an 
international observation center for 
the adverse effects of global warm-
ing on coral reefs and marine life.  
Together with the claimant countries 
and other concerned international 
agencies and civil society organiza-
tions, we can propose the establish-
ment of an international Marine 
Station, much like the International 
Space Station. There is no limit to the 
benefits of cooperation when people 
understand that no one really owns 
anything, and that we are just passing 
through.”  True, indeed. 

This issue opens with Charles 
Avila’s “A farmer’s prescription for 
poverty reduction” which makes one 
think about the good paths to thread 
in order to get out of poverty unto 
development.  Our cover story is 
penned by Maria Caulfield, a Filipina 
now residing in the United States, 
who has studied quite seriously the 
Reproductive Health Bill and saw 
the irresponsibility of “Responsible 
Parenthood.”  Read on.  
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By Charles Avila1

 
The Corruption-Poverty “Logic”

The battle cry of his campaign 
for the Presidency was loud, almost 

gaudy:  absent corruption there is 
no poverty—“pag walang ko-
rap, walang mahirap.” Whether 
people really believed the truth 
or agreed with the logic of the 
propaganda line is yet to be 
established. Maybe all they 
saw was a candidate who was 
not the plundering type. That 
seemed good enough for that 
political season. 

Then, at last, after two 
years of intensely demonizing 

his immediate predecessor ad-
ministration, the fearless if not 

all-knowing President announced 
the end of corruption in government 

and the Philippine polity. A daily 
broadsheet banner-headlined the boast 

in types that could not have referred to it 
as a joke: ‘P-Noy: Corruption Over” (Philip-

pine Daily Inquirer, Vol.27, No. 146, Saturday, May 
5, 2012). The claim had been made many times before but 

this time it was trumpeted before thousands of international 
delegates participating in the Annual Conference of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). Whether these bankers from around 
the world believed him or not or merely thought of him with 
surprise as yet another young traditional politician after all—
also has not been established as yet.

The government official think-tank, however, was in no 
mood for politicking, only for polite talk. Reporting in the 
last quarter of last year, Celia Reyes, a Research Fellow at 
the Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS) and 
Aubrey Tabuga, a Supervising Research Specialist at the same 
institute, wrote2:

“Despite the Philippine economy having enjoyed one of its 
best growth periods in recent years [Arroyo to Aquino to date], 
the poverty rate continues to rise, putting a strain on achiev-
ing the Millennium Development Goal targets the country has 
vowed to achieve come 2015.

Inequitable growth across sectors and geographical units 
combined with various natural and man-made crises have 
produced some damaging results. Likewise, poverty-reduction 
programs designed without taking into account the character-
istics of poverty have not helped…. Poverty in the Philippines 
is still very much an agricultural phenomenon. Unfortunately, 
the agricultural sector continued to decelerate ….

The bottom line is this: growth alone is not sufficient to 
lift the poor out of poverty. The Philippines’ so-called ‘growth 
elasticity’ of poverty reduction is not only way below interna-
tional standards but also below the average for developing 
countries. Higher income growth is of little help in reducing 
poverty because of the relationship between growth and poverty 
in the country.

The private think-tank side, sympathetic as it is to PNoy, 
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nonetheless had to reveal “painful sta-
tistics” corroborating the line of these 
government social scientists. Mangahas 
of “Social Climate” column reported on 
May 12, 2012: 

“Families rating themselves as Mahi-
rap or Poor rose to 55%” (5/3/2012) and 
“Hunger at record-high 23.8% of families; 
Moderate Hunger at 18.0%, Severe Hunger 
at 5.8%” (5/8/2012). … [Thus] self-rated 
poverty rose by a large 10 points, from 45 
percent in December 2011, and hunger was 
at a new high, albeit just 1.3 points more 
than in December 2011.

So, then, the logical interrogative pops 
up: is it true that therefore one must accept 
that “lalong lumala ang korap sa pagkat 
lalong dumami ang mahirap?” [Corrup-
tion must have worsened because poverty 
and hunger incidence are on the rise.] 

 
Most poverty-infested sub-sector: co-
conut farmers

In any case, if, indeed, poverty in the 
Philippines is still very much an agricul-
tural phenomenon, it must be noted that 
the most affected are small coconut farm-
ers. And if PNoy wants to reduce poverty 
in the country, he can do so dramatically 
by uplifting this most impoverished sub-
sector. For many long years they were the 
most highly taxed citizens in the history of 
the country. The billions of nuts produced 
by hundreds of millions of coconut trees 
tended by close to four million farmers 
and workers and some twenty million 
dependents create so much wealth for a 
few global corporations and local creditor-
traders while systematically impoverishing 
the majority smallholders.   

There are funds wrung out of them 
in the time of the Marcos-Cojuangco-
Enrile-Angara  [ACCRA] era—tax funds 
now widely known as coco levy funds. 
What are these funds? Who owns them 
now? Can they not be used to create a 
new coconut industry—one that produces 
wealth  for the many and not just for a few 
while continuing to supply the world of 
its growing demand for a whole diversity 
of coco-based wellness, energy, environ-
mental and food products? 

These questions are the subject of 
on-going consultations among leaders of 
coconut farmers’ organizations nationwide. 
In Eastern Mindanao, in Bicolandia, in Cen-
tral Mindanao and in Southern Tagalog (to 
be followed still by Western Mindanao and 
Eastern Visayas) coconut farmers’ organiza-
tions are making their position clear to PNoy. 
By way of introduction, they wrote:  

Mr. President, we are a majority 
network of peasant associations who are 
not just for the farmers but of and by the 
farmers themselves; our leaders are demo-
cratically chosen by farmer members (who 
have names and faces and addresses). We 
are farmer organizations, not NGOs, and 
down the years we have perseveringly 
banded together in ever-stronger self- 
organization.3 

Then they discuss the precise nature 
of the coco levy funds:  

“Mr. President, we write you in the 
well-known context that vast sums of money 
commonly referred to as the coconut levy 
funds have been rightly declared by the 
Judiciary as “owned by the government to 
be used only for the benefit of all coconut 
farmers and for the development of   the 
coconut industry, and ordered reconveyed 
to the government.”4   

The beneficial owners of the coco 
levy funds are, thus, clearly “all coconut 
farmers,” and the funds may not be con-
sidered private but public, i.e. they are 
“owned by the government.” The purpose 
of the funds is not general in nature but 
particular, namely, “the development of   
the coconut industry.”

The dual character of these coco 
levy funds (owned by both government 
and farmers, with the latter as beneficial 
owners or trustors of funds for which the 
government is trustee) poses a challenge 
to your Administration and our organi-
zations in that neither government nor 
we coconut farmers may at any time be 
considered absolute owners of these funds. 
Indeed, these funds are precisely what the 

Judiciary has called them: “public trust 
funds” whose ownership is in the nature 
of stewardship or trusteeship.

Thus, because of the public character 
of these funds, the same must be reconveyed 
to the government for its control. At the 
same time, however, because the funds 
rightly belong to all the coconut farmers 
themselves, the latter must be allowed 
greater say in their disposition lest it be 
discovered again too late that there was all 
along massive abuse of trust by the trustee 
that did not use the funds according to the 
will nor for the benefit of the beneficial 
owners, namely, the coconut farmers.

And Just To Make Sure, To Institute 
Guarantees—a Special Foundation

In one consultation after another, 
the farmers who welcomed the Supreme 
Court decision which, unfortunately, has 
now returned to court for reconsideration, 
were rather wary of their funds’ diversion 
to purposes other than their benefit.

We therefore submit, Mr. President, 
what we have concluded in many confer-
ences and consultations among ourselves 
and with both government officials and 
moral leaders5 down the years, namely, 
that these two essential features character-
izing the funds are best ascertained and 
guaranteed through the establishment of 
a Foundation that is both government-
controlled and participated in by the 
elected representatives of all the coconut 
farmers.

The Foundation to be established shall 
be organized as a non-stock, non-profit cor-
poration under the laws of the Philippines 
for the benefit of the coconut industry and its 
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farmers.  All assets, resources, enterprises 
and corporations that had been funded by 
coco levy funds shall be controlled by this 
Foundation through its nominees to the 
various Boards, or, absent such Boards, 
through the appointed Managers. 

More urgently, the 24% SMC-CIIF 
Series I preferred Shares registered in the 
names of the 14 CIIF Holding Companies 
as well as all the dividends accruing thereto 
are among the assets acquired with the 
use of the coconut levy funds. These SMC 
shares should be sold at a public auction 
under the most favorable terms and in 
compliance with all relevant laws on bid-
ding. The sale shall be administered by 
the Republic of the Philippines through 
the Department of Finance (DOF), and 
the Presidential Commission on Good 
Government (PCGG) with representatives 
from the coconut farmers as observers to 
the proceedings. 

A Special Account
The farmers want to be even more 

detailed in their proposal. 
The proceeds of this proposed auc-

tion sale of subject SMC shares must be 
considered as Special Funds—to prevent 
them from being remitted/placed in the 
General Funds and/or DAR Funds. They 
shall be remitted to the Bureau of Treasury 
(BTr) and treated as Special Accounts in 
the General Funds. These Funds in the 
Special Accounts should then be invested 
by the BTr in the highest yielding stable 
securities and/or other income generating 
placements in accordance with prudent 
investment principles.

Needless to reiterate, Your Excellency, 

the proceeds from this Special Account 
including all its assets/dividends/inter-
ests/earnings shall not be reverted to the 
General Fund and shall not be used for 
any purpose other than the purpose for 
which said Special Funds in the Special 
Account has been established until such 
time as the proposed government-coconut 
farmers-and-workers’ Foundation shall 
have been established. 

Out of the aforementioned proposed 
sale of the SMC proceeds, Mr. President, 
Ten Billion Pesos (PhP 10, 000.000.000.00) 
Philippine currency from the Special Ac-
count should be made available and trans-
ferred to the Foundation as its seed money. 
Being a government-controlled foundation, 
the proposed Foundation will submit to the 
Department of Budget and Management 
(DBM) its annual budgetary requirements, 
which will automatically be appropriated 
and released to it (the Foundation) from the 
Special Account with the BTr, and, needless 
to say, said Foundation’s budget shall be 
subject to the auditing rules and regula-
tions of the Commission on Audit (COA). 
This automatic appropriation provision, 
however, will be limited only to the Special 
Funds in the Special Account.

Your Excellency, we trust that your 
government shall ensure the participation, 
finally, of the coconut farmers in policy 
formulation. As such, the governing Board 
of the Foundation should be composed of 
fifteen (15) Trustees to be appointed by 
Your Excellency—eight (8) of the Trustees 
to come from the government sector; and, 
seven (7) Trustees to be nominated by the co-
conut farmers sector in accordance with the 
procedure that may be adopted by them. 

National Coconut Farmers 
Organizations in active 

consultation on Coco Levy Funds
1.	 KACOFINCO (Kaginhawaan Co-
conut Farmers Integrated Cooperative) 
President, Mr. Rustico M. Lintua, 
Jr.; 
2.	 COPRA- (Coconut Peasant Reform 
Alliance) President, Mao K. Andong, 
Jr.; 
3.	 MAGSASAKANG NAGKAISA 
Chairman, Ricardo J. Dequina; 
4.	 KOMMMPAK (Kongreso ng mga 
Manggagawa, Magsasaka at Mang-
ingisda Para sa Kaulnaran, Inc.) 
Chairperson, Fe S. Diabordo;	
5.	 HUSGAMACA (Hugpong Ga-
wasnong Mag-uuma sa Cambagang 
Multi-Purpose Cooperative). Chair-
man – Pedro A. Nacario;  
6.	 BASCOFA (Bayanihan Small Co-
conut Farmers’ Association) President, 
Victor T. Garilao;  
7.	 COFFRA (Coconut Farmers’ Fed-
eration for Rural Advancement) Presi-
dent, Cesar Sargento;	  
8.	 KAAGAPMUCO (KAAGAP Develop-
ment Multi-Purpose Cooperative) Chairman 
PAFC Maximino T. Robles, Jr.;  
9.	 LMP (Lakas ng Magsasakang Pili-
pino) National President, Alejandro D. 
Asis;
10. ATIMAN-MINDANAO (Alyansa 
sa mga Timawang Mag-uuugmad sa 
Amihang Mindanao). Chairman – 
Oscar C. Solidor; 
11. FARMERS Alternative for Self-
Reliance Multi-Purpose Cooperative 
Chairman, George C. Ballongay; 
12. HIMANBAN (Higaonon, Manobo, 
Banwa-on Tribal Farmers’ Associa-
tion) Tribal Chairman, Datu Teodoro S. 
Denoyan;
13. TSCFIDFI (Tagoloan Small Co-
conut Farmers Industry Development 
Foundation) President, Mr. Dhara T. 
Mamacol;
14. TOLOGAN FARMERS ASSOCIA-
TION President, Bastiana P. Rosos;	
15. FFAP (Federation of Farmers’ 
Associations of the Philippines) Presi-
dent, William S. Salutillo, Jr.; 
16. PASCFO (Philippine Association 
of Small Coconut Farmers’ Organiza-
tions – formerly NFSCFO – National 
Federation of…representing SCFO’s 
of all Regions, Provinces, Districts and 
Municipalities) President, Rodolfo A. 
Vargas, Chairman Charlie Avila;	
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17. SIPAG Samar Island Peasant Alli-
ance Group, Inc.) Secretary General, 
Edwin G. Giray;	
18. NORTHERN Samar Pacific Area 
Coco-Farmers Association, Inc. Presi-
dent, Nicanor R. Orante;	
19. CARAGA Small Coconut Farmers’ 
Organizations President, Samuel R. Rocu-
las;  KIWA (Kinatian Women’s Associa-
tion) President, Patricia Onde; 
20. NAGAMATA (Nagkahiusang Gag-
mayung Mananagat sa Tagabebe) Secre-
tary General, Luciana Buhawi; 
21. BUTIKA (Barangay Upper Tiban-
ban Kaginhawaan Association) Presi-
dent, Eddie Corpuz; 
22. NEHOTASA ( New Hope of 
Tandang Sora Association) President, 
Reynaldo C. Nazareth; 
23. MASIPAG ( Masipag Rice Planters’ 
Association) President, Tomas Pandia; 
24. BAKAMAFAS (Banahaw Kagin-
hawaan Masipag Farmers’ Association) 
President, Emma Dongiapon; 
25. PKSMMN (Pambansang Koalisyon 
ng mga Samahang Magsasaka at Mang-
gagawa sa Niyugan) Efren Villasenor, 
President; 
26. ANIBAN ng Magsasaska at Man-
gagawa sa Niyugan, Joanne Edward 
Labay, Secretary General; 
27. BUKLOD ng  Malayang Magbubukid, 
Guillermo Palomera, Chairman; ARBA – 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Association, 
Oscar T. Piolago, National President; 
28. KATIPUNAN ng Samahan ng Mar-
alita sa Kanayunan, Victorino Ujano, 
National President; 
29. PAMBANSANG Kilusan  ng mga 
Samahang Magsasaka, Protacio Naga, 
Representative; 
30. KALIPUNAN ng mga Malilit na 
Magniniyog ng Pilipinas, Romulo C. 
Tapayan, Secretary General; 
31. MINDANAO Coalition of Coconut 
Farmers and Farmworkers, Datu Cons 
Mamontuan, Chairman; 
32. PASALEY- Peasant Alliance of Samar 
and Leyte, Teodoro Amor, Chairman; 
33. SAMAR Island Peasant Alliance 
Group – Sergio Leonida, Chairman; 
34. ALYANSA ng mga Samahan sa 
Timog Katagalogan Para sa Kaunlaran, 
Benedicta S. Angeles, Chairperson; 
CARAGA Coconut Peasant Alliance, 
Federico Mortola, Chairman; 
35. NAGKAHIUSANG Maguuma 
sa Habagatang Mindanao, Angel S. 
Regidor, Secretary General; 
36. FFF Federation of Free Farmers, 
Dioscoro Granada, Vice President. 

(Compiled by Charles Avila)

Nationwide Census and Election
Who will these farmers be who will 

sit at the foundation board in the name 
of all the coconut farmers? Will they be 
mere stooges of the government or the big 
corporations— “yard negroes” as some of 
this type were called in another country 
and culture?

We strongly urge that in the soonest 
possible time, Your Excellency, a na-
tionwide census be conducted of all the 
coconut farmers of the Philippines as 
defined by relevant Administrative Orders 
of the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA). 
The PCA shall assist the NSO or National 
Statistics Office to conduct such census 
using funds allowed by Your Excellency 
to come from the proceeds of the sale of 
the SMC-CIIF preferred shares of stock 
or from any other funds you may deem 
appropriate for the purpose. 

Following the results of this census, 
Mr. President, and to ensure that no 
“Wang Wang” group be allowed to take 
over the farmers’ voice in that foundation, 
nationwide elections should be conducted 
democratically and honestly among tall 
he coconut farmers of the Philippines to 
nominate to Your Excellency seven persons 
to represent them and be appointed by you 
to the Board of the proposed foundation.

The Farmers Commit
An industry without a fair and 

rational structure will not be able to 
engage in sustainable production and 
supply and therefore will not be taken 
seriously in a globalized world. The 
farmers must be organized properly for 
the immediate and the long haul—by 
themselves.

The farmers’ side, Mr. President, 
commits to organize all the farmers of 
the Philippines in the coconut industry 
for their self-empowerment and benefit 
and in order to give Government greater 
facility in assisting Philippine society’s 
all-important coconut sub sector. We bring 
to the table so many provisional programs 
formulated down the years by farmers’ 
consultations for the reform and greater 
prosperity of the coconut industry. We 
hope that we will have the opportunity to 
present these programs at the proper time 
to the proper forum. I
______
1 National Chairman, Philippine Association [formerly National Federa-
tion] of Small Coconut Farmers’ Organizations (PA-SCFO)
2http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/09/06/poverty-and-growth-in-
the-philippines/
3See listing of national farmers organizations in active consultation 
on coco levy funds in opposite page.
4 January 24th 2012 Supreme Court Decision in G.R. Nos. 177857-58 
and G.R. No.178193, in the dispositive portion.
5 Particularly the BUPPFALUC or the Bishops-Ulama-Priests-Pastors-
Farmers-Lumad Conference
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Earth Day with the Indigenous People

By Fr. Shay Cullen

How I admire the resilience and 
survival skills of the rural impov-
erished Filipino. It’s something to 

be celebrated and admired but the fact that 
millions of rural poor, especially many 
of the indigenous people, live at subsis-
tence level is a cause for great concern, 
especially as we celebrate Earth Day. I 
went horseback riding to mark that event, 
not on pristine manicured lawns of the 
Manila polo club of the super rich who 
know little of harsh rural poverty, but to 
a remote Indigenous Aeta community in 
the mountains of Bataan.

The blazing sun beat down on our 
group of PREDA agriculturists along with 
the Fair Trade manager and Paul from 
Ireland. We rode small sturdy ponies with 
makeshift saddles and no stirrups that car-
ried us up the steep mountain paths, along 
narrow trails and across the mountains. It 
was no joy ride I can tell you. But then two 
hours later under the Mango trees we had 
a welcome and an open-air meeting for 
the gathered families of Aeta Indigenous 
people. They told us of their hardships and 
their struggle surviving from day to day, 
planting and harvesting whatever would 
grow. Their children seldom went to school 
and there was no permanent teacher. The 
only one room, derelict building for miles 
around was supposedly a school. Some of 
the children had never been inside.

Earth day is everyday for them, 
their survival depends on the integrity of 

the environment. The Indigenous people 
know this all too well. They feel the global 
warming and the threats it brings to their 
lives. It’s a call for us urban dwellers to 
value our gardens, our fields and to recon-
nect with nature and realize how much we 
depend on every plant and rain shower to 
survive. The Indigenous people have lived 
that way for generations but environmental 
climate change threatens their already 
impoverished lives greatly.

They told us of the failure of the trees 
to flower, the bees that are disappearing, 
the violent storms that blow away their 
little bamboo and grass nipa huts as never 
before. Above all they told us of the way 
they are paid almost nothing for the produce 
they harvest and carry down the mountain 
¬ wild mangos, sweet potatoes, bananas 
and rattan.

We had come to help them in their 
economic hardship. PREDA Fair Trade 
would buy all their wild mangos at the 
top fair trade prices, 100 percent more 
than what they were getting from the com-
mercial traders we told them. They were 
beaming with delight at this good news. 
We explained that we would turn them 
into dried mangos and mango drinks then 
sell them to customers in the Philippines 
and abroad.

This is one way to protect and support 
the people who are most seriously affected 
by the loss of the natural ecology, the forest 
cover and wild life. Besides planting two 
thousand mango saplings every year, Fair 
Trade is giving back value to the forests 
and the people that care for them. We have 

a moral and spiritual bond to the planet 
that is the sources of all living things that 
our own survival depends upon.

Many urban dwellers have lost their 
spiritual bond to the earth when they lose 
a connection to the natural environment. 
They can lose their inner peace too. Our 
hike and visits to the many Aeta commu-
nities is to help them preserve the mango 
trees by giving them a stake in the market 
for their naturally grown fruit.

They are exploited and abused and 
they feel diminished, impoverished and 
oppressed by it. At present half of the 
mangos are not harvested and rot as the 
price given by commercial traders is 
not worth the hard work and effort of 
carrying them over the mountains. With 
PREDA Fair Trade they will get 100% 
higher payment for their mangos and 
the buyers of the PREDA dried mangos 
will be their supporters. They are now 
enrolled as members of the PREDA Small 
Mango Farmers Association and proud 
to belong in it.

We brought rice and pork while they 
provided vegetables and cooked it in short 
bamboo sticks on an open fire and then 
served it on banana leaves. We shared it 
in the shade of the mango tree. One has 
only to walk and work in the burning sun 
to come to know the blessing of the cool 
shade of a tree.

Today many cry out to save the Earth, 
but they really mean to help and empower 
each other to save ourselves, our neighbors 
and Fair Trade in a more just society is one 
good way to do that. I

Fair Trade distributes mango saplings to Aeta community in Bataan.
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Reworking work
By Roy Cimagala

With the celebration of Labor Day on May 1, I thought 
of writing about work and of appealing to the public 
to rework it, since a lot of misconceptions, especially 

about its fundamental aspects, distort it.
I feel that whenever this public holiday comes, only issues 

peripheral to the nature and purpose of human labor are tackled. 
This is the usual day when the government announces whether 
the minimum wages ought to be raised or not, etc. For sure, these 
issues have to be given attention, but we should not stop there.

One of the great challenges today is to upgrade the common 
and defective attitude we have toward work. For many, work 
is just a means to earn a living, and it often sits on the basis of 
inadequate if not wrong assumptions.

Like, work is tacitly considered as a punishment or a disvalue 
that we simply have to bear since it is unavoidable. Or, that work 
is an unwelcome, if not inhuman, imposition brought about by 
our wounded human condition.

That is, given a chance, work would and should be avoided. 
Many have in their mind the notion that the ideal situation here 
on earth is to achieve a kind of Nirvana, where we would be 
liberated from any kind of suffering, work and effort.

Often ignored is the core significance of work as a way to 
express our true dignity as human beings, as persons who have 
to think and use and develop their freedom and other God-given 
gifts through work, or as children of God who are supposed to 
love God and others through work.

Indeed, work is an essential and inalienable element in our 
nature. We are meant and empowered to work, we are wired for 
it, and thus if we for some reason cannot or do not work, we 
would be considered, quite rightly, as handicapped.

The difficulty in the effort to convey the full significance 
of work in our life arises from a certain mentality that is simply 
dominated by sense of practicality that touches hardly anything 
else.

That mentality tends to miss linking work to our nature and 
dignity. It tends to miss linking our work with our duty toward 
God, others and selves. It places work in the shallow waters, 
hesitant to go any deeper, and confines us to a narrow view of 
work.

The common expression, “trabajo lamang,” (it’s just work) 
is indicative of how work is simply held as an external append-
age to our human condition. It restricts the meaning of work to 
its practicality and convenience.

We tend to work simply to meet our economic needs, or 
at best to develop our talents and other gifts and endowments. 
Along the way and more as a side-effect, our work is deemed 
only as contributory to our human maturity and to the economic 
and social development of society. And the whole understanding 
of work stops there.

We fail to realize that work in fact affirms our human dignity. 
We fail to realize that it expresses the more fundamental truth that 
we are children of God who with our work actively participate in 
the life and providence of God over the whole creation.

We fail to realize that work has cosmic dimensions, way 

beyond the earthly and temporal scope. We fail to realize that 
work can in fact be a form of prayer and worship, and not just 
a human activity.

So we should never be afraid or ashamed to work. On the 
contrary, we have to look eagerly for it. That is where we will 
find our true joy and fulfillment. That is where we will attain our 
true maturity and perfection.

Since we are made in the image and likeness of God, we are 
meant to live with God and share with him all the responsibilities 
God has over the entire creation. This is the ultimate context in 
which we have to situate our work here on earth, whatever it 
may be. We should avoid working without God and his designs 
in our mind.

Failing to connect our work to its religious significance, 
to fathom its spiritual aspects and supernatural consequences, 
compromises our life gravely and even fatally. We would open 
ourselves to all sorts of dangers—from the extreme of pride and 
arrogance to the other extreme of anguish, envy and hatred.

I think this is where much of our problem regarding work 
arises. We constrict it and deprive it of its ultimate dimensions. 
We think work can be done without God, without any spiritual 
and supernatural effects. “Trabajo lamang.” I
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Itch more, fan more in the Philippines

By Rev. Euly Belizar, SThD

 

Forgive me if the title seems to suggest 
I’m trying to make fun of the latest 
tourism slogan of the government. 

I’m not. But let me tell you how it looks 
from here.

It’s a global warming summer in the 
Philippines. And, as you would agree with 
me, it’s so hot outside the house your whole 
body’s skin seems to itch. It’s so hot it 
seems even rats leave their holes hoping 
to eat halo-halo outside. If you live in my 
province of Eastern Samar or in Mind-
anao, you are likely to experience regular 
brownouts too, making you try all sorts of 
fans to ward off the heat that effectively 
brings global warming so dreadfully local 
you start to think your country is just as 
guilty in damaging the ozone layer as the 
big polluters of the world (which I’m not 
at liberty to enumerate here). You would 
be correct, of course, even if your coun-
try’s guilt is not in the same degree as the 
big time polluters’ (where fellow Pinoys 
maybe reading this line from).

That’s small consolation for anyone 
who suffer the itch and the heat in the Phil-

ippines. I know you are by this time asking 
what, this side of life, is this about.

First, I’m talking of the itch most of 
our people have—the struggle to live up 
to and by their dignity. Far too many of 
our people struggle, within or outside our 
shores, just so they could find work and/or 
opportunity to work with enough compen-
sation to meet their families’ needs or, at 
least, their children’s decent education. I 
used to think that decent had something to 
do with clothes. Now I know that decent 
has everything to do with anything that 
is worthy of a human person’s dignity 
precisely as a human being, and even 
more as God’s child. Certainly most of our 
people’s utter poverty makes a mockery of 
their dignity. In fact, we are only too aware 
of how countries with richer economies 
that employ many OFWs have some of 
their citizens abusing our compatriots and 
reminding them that that dignity, though 
essentially immaterial like their own, is 
also looked upon by them and by most of 
the world as high or low depending on one’s 
material wealth or achievement. Consider 
the current stand-off between the (materi-
ally) lowly Philippines and the materially 
and militarily (which follows naturally) 

mighty China on the Scarborough Shoal 
issue. Many, if not most, Pinoys would 
argue that if we were as rich and as power-
ful militarily as the Chinese, they would 
never have challenged nor bullied us they 
way they do our Navy and Coast Guard. 
And so the itch pushes Filipinos, their 
government being no exception, to try to 
keep up with the Joneses of the world, even 
if we have to beg war machinery crumbs 
from the likes of Uncle Sam. It’s so hard 
to comprehend why we are prepared to 
eat humble bibingka just so we can raise 
our head a little bit. But, to me, the most 
perplexing downside is how Filipinos often 
think their dignity is upheld or trampled as 
a result of success or failure in the Material 
Girl’s world.

Nothing is farther from the truth. Our 
dignity is not and will never be defined by 
the material prosperity seventy per cent of 
our population has so little of or by what 
our fellow citizens of the world possess 
to a greater or smaller degree than we do. 
Truth to tell, our dignity has been with 
us before we even became aware of it. 
It was given to us when we were created 
and enhanced when we were baptized. It 
is neither given nor taken by fellow hu-
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mans or by any human power or worldly 
possession, word or action. Of course, it 
could be denied, ignored or violated by 
others or even by ourselves in attitude, 
word or action. But when we do or allow 
others to do so, we put ourselves at the 
risk of living and behaving below who 
we really are. In turn, this can only mean 
we had barely scratched the itch and had 
ultimately lost the struggle even before we 
started pumping more effort in.

	 Secondly, I’m talking about the 
heat of politics and the perpetual contest 
for power in the country. This, I think, 
is one other recourse many Pinoys take 
to enhance their sense of dignity. We’re 
deep in the season where talk and gesture 
by many politicians and would-be politi-
cians lead to alliances, political posturing 
and maneuvering aimed at winning in the 
coming national and local elections. Even 
now our people at the chapel level inform 
us of how local politicians are going the 
rounds of barangay visitations, sometimes 
giving out cash and projects in an obvious 
attempt at courting their favor. The heat is 
so hot the brownouts only seem to encour-

age our local politicians to go out of their 
offices and comfort zones to once again 
engage the public. I throw up my hands 
whenever I pass by gatherings these days in 
towns and villages where local politicians 
who are either incumbent or aspiring are 
already given the titles of positions they 
seek long before they are actually elected. 
But I too realize this is part of the heat.

And so I fan myself all the more, 
and it’s obvious everyone does, because 
we know the attractive heat of power is 
deceptive to the core. Everybody knows 
it does not give, take or enhance any Fili-
pino politician or voter his or her dignity. 
But people can be made to believe the 
deception and go along with every politi-
cal gimmickry because of the enormous 
sums of money involved. Rather than 
truly seek power in order to put it at the 
service of the dignity of every Filipino, 
this latter could simply become the stuff of 
rhetoric. And rhetoric tends to ignore the 
history of power in our islands. That is to 
say, how power had, so many times, been 
exercised wrongly because it wasn’t used 
for service but primarily for the interests 

of self and one’s familial or political ag-
grupation. As a result, in many instances, 
holders of power blighted or violated the 
dignity of the very people they promised 
to uphold. And yet, on the way to the elec-
tions, call it irony, the same people who 
today are victims become the first believ-
ers of political rhetoric, perhaps because 
they look at history from the angle of their 
poverty and see the democratic exercise as 
an opportunity. Still, I confess I find myself 
bewildered by the incredibly high number 
of aspirants to political power in my country 
even now when the election season is still 
months away. I apologize that, no matter 
the number of times I’ve witnessed it, I 
still find myself at a loss in the face of the 
abundance of otherwise nice people at the 
political ring who seem ready to buy, sell, 
sing, dance, speak or basically do anything 
and everything to be elected. 

Perhaps Filipinos and circuses are 
conjoined twins in the previous, future life. 
(And I don’t even believe in reincarnation 
at all.) So let me add one more tourism ad:  
Race to conquer poverty by power? Itch 
more, fan more in the Philippines. I

Itch More, Fan More in the Philippines
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Clergy group asks gov’t to legislate substantial wage increase
ANTIPOLO City, April 29, 2012—The 
Visayan Clergy Discernment Group 
(VCDG), headed by Jaro Auxiliary Bishop 
Gerardo Alminaza, urged the government 
to legislate a substantial wage increase, as 
soaring prices of commodities and services 
continue to batter ordinary workers.

In a statement, the bishop called on 
everyone to uphold the principle of “prior-
ity of labor over capital”, as emphasized 
by Blessed John Paul II, who, during his 
younger years had been a worker.

“We are saddened, however, that the 
said Catholic teaching is not well-received 
in our country, the cradle of Christianity in 
Asia. We witness that the majority of our 
people continue to suffer constant increases 
in the prices of petroleum products, fare, 
basic commodities and other daily needs. 
As there has been no substantial increase 
in their wages, the real value of their wages 
plunges. The gap between their minimum 
wages and the prices of commodities con-
tinues to grow,” said Alminaza.

The prelate said that his group was 
alarmed by the results of the latest surveys 
about Philippine labor, particularly on the 
issue of wages.

“We are alarmed of the following find-
ings of recent surveys: In an August 2011 
survey by Swiss firm UBS, it was learned 
that Manila has the second lowest wage lev-
els and third lowest purchasing power in the 
world; Ibon Foundation study shows that 
for the period 2001-2011, wages increased 
by 45 per cent while prices increased by 
62 percent; [and] a Social Weather Station 

(SWS) survey shows that hunger incidence 
in the country went up to 22.5 percent at 
the end of 2011,” he said.

Given the aforementioned circum-
stances, the Church official believes that 
it is high time to give the impoverished 
people some relief.

“[A] legislated substantial wage in-
crease is one immediate measure which 
will address our workers’ misery,” he 
said.

While owners of big corporations and 
manufacturing firms say that giving a wage 
increase to workers would spell the doom 
of the Philippine economy since it would 
force them to close shop, the bishop sees 
otherwise.

Alminaza pointed out the studies 
done by independent research institutions, 
revealing that employers can afford a sub-
stantial wage hike if only they only accept 
a cut in their considerable profits.

“The total cost of the proposed wage 
hike of P125 will only be PhP194.9 billion. 
When subtracted from total profits, this will 
still leave establishments with PhP1,434.6 
billion in profits, which is only a 12% cut 
in their profits. In 2009, all the establish-
ments in the country of all employment 
sizes had combined profits of PhP1,629.5 
billion and 3.94 million employees (2009 
Annual Survey of Philippine Business and 
Industry (ASPBI) of the National Statistics 
Office).”

The same studies also disclosed that 
“despite the onset of the global crisis, the 
combined net income of top 1,000 corpora-

tions in 2010 nearly doubled the PhP416 
billion net income in 2008, which affirms 
their ability to absorb a significant wage 
hike; and the transfer of money from rich 
to poor households will increase aggregate 
demand and stimulate the economy,” the 
prelate explained.

Alminaza reminded the faithful of 
Pope Benedict XVI’s 2012 Lenten Mes-
sage that cautions us about the hardening of 
our hearts by a “spiritual anaesthesia” that 
numbs us to the suffering of others.

“In his encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, 
he also said that we must be just first, before 
we can be charitable. Being charitable is 
giving “what is mine to the other”, while 
being just is giving the other what is due 
to him (cf. Caritas in Veritate, 6). Lov-
ing our brothers and sisters, the workers, 
means being just to them by upholding 
their rights as human persons, who are 
also God’s co-creator. We affirm that, 
indeed, it is high time for high-income 
households to lend a hand to low-income 
households who are so deprived of basic 
necessities,” he said.

“Hence, as a fitting way to celebrate 
the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker and 
the International Workers’ Day on May 
1, we urge the government legislators to 
heed the call for a legislated substantial 
wage increase; for all sectors concerned to 
show love and justness especially to those 
who are hungry and in need; for all of us 
to uphold the dignity of labor through the 
defense of workers’ rights,” he furthered. 
(Noel Sales Barcelona/CBCPNews)

Poor family relationships root of teen pregnancies, research reveals
QUEZON City, May 7, 2012—Reacting to UNFPA reports that 
the Philippines has the highest rate of teen pregnancies in Asia, 
Filipino youth pointed to poor family relationships and com-
munication as the culprit.

Nelson Ingking, 25, a teacher from the Diocese of Talibon, 
Bohol shared about his faculty's experience with young people, 
revealing that they have a lot of problematic students who con-
stantly look for attention.

We have a lot of problematic students who are deprived of 
love and attention from family members, which “they find in 
their boyfriend or girlfriend,” he said.

“Dapat kasi ang pinagtitibay natin relationship sa family...
Family background talaga 'yan, (What we should be strengthen-
ing are family relationships...It's really a matter of family back-
ground)” Melanie Santos, 28, a staff of the National Secretariat 
for Youth Apostolate, added.

Santos specifically mentioned the classic “rebellious” stage 
teenagers go through and absentee parents.

What appear to be Santos' and Ingking's personal opinions 

are, in fact, backed by research. According to a researched article 
Relationships, Love and Sexuality: What the Filipino Teens Think 
and Feel by Jokin de Irala, “...communication with parents protects 
against early sexual initiation and against risky behaviors.”

Findings from other studies like the one conducted by Bruce 
Ellis, Ph.D., a professor of experimental psychology at the Uni-
versity of Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand, show that 
girls who had absentee fathers either before they were born or up 
to age 5 were seven to eight times more likely to get pregnant as 
an adolescent compared to girls who lived with their fathers.

For political science graduate Aphrodite Organo, 25, the 
response to the alarming rise in teen pregnancies is two-way 
openness.

“Teenagers should be open to their parents and when they 
reach that stage, the parents should be the ones to orient them,” 
she said in the vernacular.

According to the National Demographic Health Survey 
2008, 3 percent of Filipino women have sexual intercourse by 
age 15. (Nirva'ana Delacruz/CBCPNews)
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Child loneliness, the price for economic growth
SEOUL, South Korea, May 7, 2012—South 
Korea's economic and financial success is 
having a negative impact on the family. 
More and more South Koreans invest 
their energies almost exclusively on work 
and studies. A recent survey indicates that 
because of a reduction in the school week 
from six to five days, three pupils in ten 
still spend Saturdays alone because both 
of their parents work.

In its survey of 1,523 fifth and sixth 
graders nationwide, the Korean Teachers' 
and Education Workers' Union (KTU) 
found that 27.9 per cent of students say, 
"I eat alone." Another 3.2 per cent an-
swered, "I don't eat lunch." This suggests 
that around 110,000 of South Korea's 3.3 
million elementary school students may be 
alone and not eating lunch on Saturdays.

"This situation was predicted last year 
when a study showed that 30 per cent of 
students' parents worked on Saturdays," 

KTU spokesperson Son Chung-mo said. 
For this reason, "The Ministry of Educa-
tion, Science and Technology needs to 
take action at once by having local service 
centres distribute lunches on Saturdays."

Other research findings show, that one 
in five middle school students, does not eat 

breakfast at least five days out of the week.
The worst results are in middle 

schools, where 18.3 per cent of students 
said they missed breakfast at least five 
days a week. The same answer was given 
by 11.7 per cent of elementary school 
students.

Students were also found to eat more 
and more junk food and to be less physi-
cally active. Only 45.5 per cent of middle 
school students said they engaged in 
physical activity.

This is a major problem for a country 
that is a rising industrial and technological 
powerhouse in Asia even when compared 
to China and India.

South Korea's success in areas like 
cars and phones is thus undermining the 
family. The Church had warned against 
this danger, urging families to return 
to the values of sharing to go forward. 
(AsiaNews)

Extremist threats in Aceh: authorities close 3 churches
JAKARTA, Indonesia, May 7, 2012—The 
ongoing protests by a Muslim extremist 
fringe has led to the closure of three Chris-
tian places of worship in the province of 
Aceh, the only province in Indonesia where 
Shariah (Islamic law) is enacted. Accord-
ing to the radical movement the churches 
were illegal and they have demanded 
— under threat —the intervention of the 
authorities. The local administration used 
the pretext of an alleged lack of building 
permits, to seal up the buildings. One of the 
three is a small — historical — Catholic 
chapel, open for almost 40 years and full 
of faithful during celebrations. Although an 
overwhelmingly Muslim area, the province 
of Aceh has always been characterized by 
a "spirit of tolerance" and this is the "first 
case" of an intervention by authorities 
against places of worship of the Christian 
minority.

The authorities closed the three Chris-
tian buildings in Aceh last May: the 
Catholic Church in Napagaluh, Singkil, a 
sub-district of Paris Danau, the Protestant 
Gereja Kristen Pakpak Dairi, and also the 
Napagaluh Catholic Church of St. Paul, in 
the village of Lae Balno. A Singkil district 
official explains that, according to law, they 
are all without a building permit (IMB, 
Izin Mendirikan Bangunan).

The Napagaluh Catholic church, in 
fact, is a "small, historic" prayer chapel 
—undung-undung in the local language 

— which opened in 1974 and is attended 
by dozens of faithful each week for the 
liturgies. In 38 years there were never 
any incidents, protests or tensions with 
local residents, who are overwhelmingly 
Muslim.

The closure is the result of a long 
series of protests promoted in recent times, 
by Islamic extremist movements in the 
area. Among these the Singkil Muslim 
Forum, which denounces the "prolifera-
tion" of Christian churches in the region. 
In particular, they point their finger at the 
construction of 27 houses of prayer, when, 

according to a "consensual agreement" 
reached in 2001 between Christians and 
Muslims, the expected number is only 
one permanent church and four undung-
undung.

The Catholic Napagaluh church within 
the jurisdiction of the parish of Tumbajae 
Manduamas, belongs to the diocese of 
Sibolga, a suffragan of the Archdiocese of 
Medan (Sumatra). AsiaNews has contacted 
the local leaders of the Church who, at 
the present time, do not intend to com-
ment or release a statement on the matter. 
(AsiaNews)
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KATHMANDU, Nepal, May 4, 
2012—Nepal is South Asia's third poor-
est country, this according to a recent 
World Bank report, with 33.9 per cent of 
the population living under the extreme 
poverty line of US$ 1.25 per day.

In the 1990s, Nepal was at the 
bottom of the poverty ranking in South 
Asia, Nepali economist Bishombhar 
Pyakurel said.

With the fall of the Hindu monarchy 
and the establishment of a secular state, 
anti-poverty reforms followed.

Despite improvements, the "gap 
between rich and poor" is getting wider. 
In fact, India and Bangladesh are South 
Asia's worst performers partly because 
of this.

In Nepal, many people can barely 
feed themselves even if they make 
more than the living standard. Some 7 
per cent of the population are worried 
about what they will eat at the end of 
the day.

Although South Asia has registered 
progress in the fight against extreme 

poverty, it is still home to the largest 
segment of the developing world's poor, 
some 571 million people who live on 
less than US$ 1.25.

Within the South Asia region, Ban-
gladesh is the poorest country, with 46.6 
per cent of its population living under 
$1.25 a day. India is second with 37.4 
per cent.

Better than Nepal, there are Paki-
stan with 21 per cent, Bhutan 9.3 per 
cent and Sri Lanka with 5.6 per cent. 
(AsiaNews)

For World Bank, Nepal is Asia's third poorest country

Thai refugees fight for citizenship for more than 10 years
BANGKOK, Thailand, May 7, 2012—
Some 20,000 displaced people (DPs) in 
Rayong, some 220 km from the capital 
Bangkok, are still fighting to obtain the 
same rights and duties as every Thai citizen. 
For a decade now, they have been engaged 
in a legal battle for Thai citizenship, but 
nothing has changed despite a new law 
passed by parliament on Thai displaced 
persons, meant to settle the issue and 
recognise citizenship rights for all those 
who are entitled to them. Without such 
recognition, DPs are required to remain in 
refugee centres without health care cover-
age, education or free movement.

	 Displaced people supervisor Preda 
Kongpan for the eastern coastal province 
of Rayong knows the problem only too 
well. She talked to AsiaNews about her 
ten years of involvement with DPs and 
of her many meetings with government 
officials to protect DP rights.

“We would like to solve the problems 
by ourselves because, as unregistered 
people, we face difficulties every day." 
These problems include getting jobs with 
legal contracts, register births and deaths 
and in the worse case, "for women, going to 
the police to file a complaint for rape".

A self-help network was created more 
than ten years ago to help local DPs and 
protect their interests vis-à-vis local and 
national authorities.

Some officials, Preda lamented, "ig-
nore us deliberately for security reasons." 
For the government, refugees are "second 
class citizens".

At present, the main issue concerns 
the government committee set up to decide 
who among the DPs has the right to Thai 
citizenship.

DPs have questioned the choice of 
committee members, demanding that 
representatives from the coop movement, 
social activists and DPs be included. The 
latter would speak on their behalf and 
defend their interests.

At the start of this month, Rasita Sui-
young, a displaced woman, led a delega-
tion of about 100 people that met Interior 
Minister Yongyuth Wichaidit to discuss 
eventual changes to the committee. Mr. 
Wichaidit said that he would consider 
their request.

"DPs have lived for ten years in an 
intolerable situation," Rasita explained. 
"They do not have access to the basic 
human rights that are available to other 

Thai citizens."
According to available data, Thailand 

is home to 2 million refugees. Unable to 
defend their rights, they are socially and 
economically marginalised.

More specifically to Thailand, refugees 
fall into two categories. The first one in-
volves people from Burma whose ancestors 
came from Thailand or who have families 
in the country. The Thai government set a 
deadline of 9 March 1976 for anyone who 
wanted to opt for Thai citizenship. The 
second category applies to residents of a 
Thai province that was ceded to Cambodia 
during French rule. The deadline for them to 
apply for Thai citizenship was 15 November 
1977. (AsiaNews)
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The Irresponsibility of 
‘Responsible Parenthood’

Philippine lawmakers should search for the answer to the country’s problems not in
forcing the implementation of  a destructive bill, but in effecting a change toward responsible government.

By Maria Caulfield

 

Cornelia, is it true that 
you have no jewels at 
all? Is it true, as I have 

heard it whispered that you 
are now poor?"

These words are spoken 
to a Roman widow by her 
friend in Cornelia's Jewels. 
In the story, Cornelia in-
vites to a dinner a wealthy 
friend who was expected to 
bring her famous collection 
of precious stones. After the 
meal, the guest opens her 
treasure chest and shows off 
her riches.

Then the guest makes 
her inquiry. Cornelia, plainly 
dressed and devoid of adorn-
ment, brings her two boys to 
her side and replies to her 
guest. "No I am not poor. 
Here are my jewels and they 
are worth more than all of 
yours."

Like Cornelia, the Phil-
ippines has long held that her 
people are her greatest and 
most valuable resource. But 
unlike Cornelia, members 
of both houses of Philippine 
Congress are now aiming to 
rob the country of her jewels 
by seeking to pass separate 
bills that promote the use 
of artificial contraceptive 
methods, some of which are 
proven to be abortifacient. 
Similar in content, the bills 
are commonly referred to-
gether as the Reproductive 
Health (RH) Bill or, more 
recently, as the Responsible 
Parenthood Bill. Supporters 
of the bill express increasing 
confidence in its passage and 
call on Philippine lawmakers 
to vote on it. But as of this 
writing, Senate President 
Juan Ponce Enrile, who op-
poses the bill, has said that 
the Philippine Senate will 
sideline debates on the RH 
Bill until January 2012.

Cloaked in euphemistic 
language that talks about the 
reducing infant mortality, 
preventing sexually-trans-
mitted diseases, and pro-

moting breast-feeding, the 
Responsible Parenthood Bill 
seeks to drastically change 
the culture in this predomi-
nantly Catholic nation.

Problematic language
The bill is particularly 

troubling because of its push 
to have the poor and mar-
ginalized practice artificial 
contraception in a country 
where close to a third of the 
population lives below the 
poverty line.

House Bill No. 4244 
is lengthily named "An Act 
Providing for a Comprehen-
sive Policy on Responsible 
Parenthood, Reproductive 
Health, and Population and 
Development and for Other 
Purposes." Section 12 of the 
House Bill states:

A multidimensional ap-
proach shall be adopted in 
the implementation  of poli-
cies and programs to fight 
poverty. Towards this end, the 
DOH (Department of Health) 
shall endeavor to integrate a 
responsible parenthood and 
family planning component 
into all antipoverty and other 
sustainable human develop-
ment programs of govern-
ment with corresponding 
fund support. 

The bill also defines 
“Reproductive Health Care 
Program” as the “systematic 
and integrated provision of 
reproductive health care to 
all citizens, especially the 
poor, marginalized, and those 
in vulnerable and crisis situ-
ations.” [Emphasis added.] 
Moreover, Section 13 states 
that “the LGU’s (local gov-
ernment units) shall ensure 
that poor families receive 
preferential access to ser-
vices, commodities, and pro-
grams for family planning” 
(emphasis added).  This push 
for contraception among the 
“poor and marginalized” ar-
guably constitutes an attempt 
at eugenics.

The House bill also uses 
the term “reproductive health 
rights,” a particularly prob-
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lematic term because it is also used in 
international circles and has been inten-
tionally misconstrued to include the right 
to abortion. If the House bill is passed, it 
will take its place alongside current Phil-
ippine legislation that expressly makes 
abortion a criminal offense. Therefore, 
any conflict arising from this bill and the 
current legislation against abortion will 
necessitate judicial intervention in the 
Philippine courts.

And yet the term “reproductive health 
rights,” was never meant to cover abor-
tion. Former Representative to the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women Ellen Sauerbrey stated at a meet-
ing of the UN Commission on the Status 
of Women that:

nongovernmental organizations are 
attempting to assert at Beijing (the 1995 
Fourth World UN Conference on Women 
held in Beijing) in some way creates or 
contributes to the creation of an interna-
tionally recognized fundamental right to 
abortion.   

She added, “There is no fundamental 
right to abortion. And yet it keeps com-
ing up largely driven by NGOs trying to 
hijack the term and trying to make it into 
a definition.”    

Still another problem is the inclusion 
of the following guiding principle in the 
House bill: “While this act recognizes that 

abortion is illegal and punishable by law, 
the government shall ensure that all women 
needing care for post-abortion complica-
tions shall be treated and counseled in a 
humane, nonjudgmental and compassion-
ate manner.” The Senate bill has an almost 
identical statement.

This statement sends any or all of the 
following messages: 1) that the law against 
abortion is inhumane and unjust; 2) that 
the implementation of the law against 
abortion is ineffective; and 3) that abor-
tions are a reality that should be accepted. 
Nowhere in the bill is there any mention 
of the penalties or punishment against the 
providers of abortion.

The Teachings of the Church
The Catholic Church has made clear 

her teaching on abortion. In 1995, Pope 
John Paul II wrote in Evangelium Vitae:

Given such unanimity in the doctrinal 
and disciplinary tradition of the Church, 
Paul VI was able to declare that this tra-
dition is unchanged and unchangeable. 
Therefore, by the authority which Christ 
conferred upon Peter and his Successors, 
in communion with the Bishops…I declare 
that direct abortion, that is, abortion willed 
as an end or as a means, always constitutes 
a grave moral disorder, since it is deliber-
ate killing of an innocent human being. 
This doctrine is based upon the natural 

law and upon the written Word of God, 
is transmitted by the Church’s Tradition 
and taught by the ordinary and universal 
Magisterium.   

Unfortunately, however, abortion has 
become somewhat of a moral conundrum 
in the Philippines, where many understand 
that the Church prohibits artificial contra-
ception but grossly misunderstand Natural 
Family Planning (NFP), and where the ad-
dition of a child to a family that is already 
desperate is regarded as a heavy burden 
and a path to financial disaster.

Despite perceptions to the contrary, 
the Catholic Church does not teach couples 
to have as many children as possible; in 
decisions about family size, the married 
couple can thoughtfully take into account 
both their own welfare and that of their 
existing and foreseen children. Therefore, 
the couple should consider both their 
spiritual and material condition (economic 
hardship, for instance), as well as their 
physical and psychological state.

The Catholic Church in Philippine 
Politics

In many ways, the Church plays a 
pivotal role in Philippine politics. The 
clearest case of this was the historical event 
that put the Philippines back on the map 
and showed the world that her greatest 
resource is indeed her people.
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In 1986, two high-ranking military of-
ficials, one of whom was Senate President 
Juan Ponce Enrile (at that time Secretary 
of Defense), risked their lives by resisting 
the administration of dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos. Broadcasting from Radio Veri-
tas, the late Jaime Cardinal Sin of Manila 
exhorted millions of Filipino civilians to 
stage a bloodless revolution by marching 
out to protect these two military officials. 
Tanks sent by the Marcos administration 
rolled along the major highway, only to be 
blocked by unarmed civilians and religious 
nuns offering flowers to the soldiers. In the 
Philippines and throughout much of the world, 
the event that led to the downfall of Marcos 
and the accession of President Corazon “Cory” 
Aquino, became known as “People Power.” 
Many see this incident as the precursor to 
another bloodless revolution that brought 
down the Berlin wall three years later.

With the possible passage of either the 
House or Senate version of the reproductive 
health bill looming, the Catholic Church 
is once again involving itself in Philippine 
politics. The Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of the Philippines (CBCP) issued a state-
ment that reads in part: “Advocates contend 
that the RH bill promotes reproductive 
health. The RH bill certainly does not. It 
does not protect the health of the sacred 
human life that is being formed or born. The 
very name ‘contraceptive’ already reveals 
the antilife nature of the means that the RH 
bill promotes. These artificial means are 
fatal to human life, either preventing it from 
fruition or actually destroying it.”     

The statement also says: “We hold 
that on the choices related to the RH bill, 
conscience must not only be informed 
but most of all rightly guided through the 
teachings of one’s faith.” 

And yet, for more than a decade, 
there have been legislative efforts to pass 
a bill that mandates the use of artificial 
contraception. The Church has become 
alarmed at this juncture partly because 
President Benigno Aquino III, son of the 
late President Cory Aquino, has vocally 
supported the bills and committed to sign 
the legislation if it gets to his desk.

“The chances for the RH bill being 
passed this year are higher than the previous 
14 or so congresses. Those who are for it 
have exerted so much effort this year in 
terms of lobby and social campaign—and 
consequently for funds—than in the previ-
ous years,” said Msgr. Pedro Quitorio, Me-
dia Office Director for the CBCP. “On the 
other hand, I have never seen the Catholic 
Church and pro-life groups campaign so 
hard than in this congress.”

In addition to the Responsible Parent-
hood Bill, the issue of divorce is now on 
the table. The Philippines is one of the only 
two remaining sovereign states that ban 
divorce. The Vatican is the other.

The Philippines seems to be sliding 
dangerously down a slippery slope. Arch-
bishop Oscar Cruz expressed concern that 
divorce and same-sex marriage will follow 
the reproductive health bill, and he thinks 
that President Aquino will support both. “The 
RH (Bill), divorce and same sex bills are all 

connected. Whether he (President Aquino) 
endorses it or not, it is in his program. It’s his 
people in Congress. I hope I’m wrong.”    

Population Growth vs. Economic 
Growth

Unlike the Church, which allows 
couples to determine their family size 
and spacing of children for just and moral 
reasons, the House bill audaciously advises 
couples to limit their children to two as “the 
ideal family size.” Previous House bills 
had been more hard-line in this regard. 
Although the language for this two-child 
policy has been softened compared to 
prior bills, the policy still collides with the 
Philippine Constitution’s provision: “The 
State shall defend the right of spouses to 
found a family in accordance with their 
religious convictions and the demands of 
responsible parenthood.”     

Clearly, the basis for this policy is 
population reduction. On his website, Rep. 
Edcel Lagman, author of the House bill, 
states: “…an RH law enhances the ability 
of the Philippines to meet the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), whose com-
mon denominator is reproductive health 
and family planning.”   10 He also claims 
that “UN Human Development reports 
show that countries with higher popula-
tion growth invariably score lower in 
human development…. Over the years, 
the Philippines has consistently been the 
worst performer among Southeast Asian 
countries.”    

In another Web posting, Lagman 
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states: “The bill will pro-
mote sustainable human 
development. The UN 
stated in 2002 that ‘family 
planning and reproduc-
tive health are essential 
to reducing poverty’ and 
‘countries that invest in 
reproductive health and 
family planning and in 
women’s development 
register slower popula-
tion growth and faster 
economic growth.’”    

But attributing pov-
erty in the Philippines to a 
population explosion has 
been debunked by intel-
lectual figures such as Dr. 
Bernardo Villegas, a CPA 
and prominent Filipino 
intellectual. A member of 
the Constitutional Com-
mission that drafted the 
Philippine Constitution 
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during President Cory Aquino’s adminis-
tration, Villegas has written in the Philip-
pine Daily Inquirer:

The neo-Malthusians blame rapid 
population growth for our poverty situ-
ation. I find this explanation laughable 
especially during these times when the only 
countries in Asia that are posting positive 
GDP growth rates are the countries with 
huge populations...

Large and young populations have two 
advantages: They provide low labor costs 
and attractive consumer markets. The ones 
who are afraid that the Philippines will 
have Standing Room Only (SRO) if our 
population keeps growing should be told 
that our rich East Asian neighbors have 
population densities much higher than the 
Philippines: Singapore (7,223 per sq. km), 
Hong Kong (6,501), Taiwan (625), and 
South Korea (483). When the Philippine 
population peaks in 2025, the population 
density will not even exceed 400 persons 
per sq. km. In addition, the Philippines 
is much richer in natural resources than 
these four tigers.     

According to Villegas, the Philippines 
is poor because for 30 years after World War 
II, Philippine leaders “adopted economic 
policies that fostered an inward-looking, 
import-substitution industrialization based 
on protectionist, anti-market, and ultra-na-
tionalist ideologies” similar to what “most 
Latin American countries implemented 
with the same dire consequences.”     

Former Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 
echoes this analysis. In a mix of English 
and Filipino, he said, “Our number one 
resource is the human resource. Over-
population is not a problem. It does not 
cause poverty. There is no data linking 
population growth to poverty. We need 
sound economic policies.”    

Totalitarian Policy
One of the more questionable sec-

tions of the House bill is a requirement 
that couples receive information materials 
from the government about methods of 
contraception prior to obtaining a marriage 
license. (With a few exceptions, a marriage 
license is required in the Philippines for 
either a civil or church wedding.) Section 
18 of the House bill states: “No marriage 
license shall be issued by the Local Civil 
Registrar unless the applicants present 
a Certificate of Compliance issued for 
free by the local Family Planning Office 
certifying that they had duly received 
adequate instructions and information on 
responsible parenthood, family planning, 
breastfeeding and infant nutrition.”  Thus, 

if the House bill is passed, in a mostly 
Catholic country a Filipino who decides 
to marry in the Catholic Church would be 
able to obtain a marriage license only if 
he agrees to receive instruction that goes 
against the teachings of the very same 
religion he wishes to follow.

This stipulation violates the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), for 
which the Philippines was one of 48 signa-
tories. Article 18 of the UDHR states:

Everyone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion 
or belief, and freedom, either alone or 
in community with others and in public 
or private, to manifest his religion or 
belief in teaching, practice, worship and 
observance. [Emphasis added.]     

Article III, Section 5 of the Philippine 
Constitution also states that “No law shall 
be made respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof. The free exercise and enjoyment of 
religious profession and worship, without 
discrimination or preference, shall forever 
be allowed.”   

Sex Education   
Another disturbing aspect of the Re-

sponsible Parenthood Bill is the require-
ment to provide sex education to youth 
as early as the fifth grade. Commenting 
on this provision, Atienza said, “Can you 
imagine, from Grade 5 to high school, 
we will be teaching them all about sex? 
Supposedly for good intentions we will 
teach them proper appreciation for the 
reproductive system of the human body. 
You don’t need to teach the kids about the 
reproductive system. We need to teach 
them math, science, good values and 
technology. Let’s leave it to the parents 
to teach them about [sex].” 

Because the House bill defines ado-
lescence as “the period of physical and 
physiological development…between 11 
to 13 years and terminating at 18 to 20 
years of age,” many of the provisions that 
include the word “adolescents” would 
cover minors as young as 11 years old. 
Taken alongside various other sections, 
the bill becomes worrisome in its content 
related to minors. As an example, Sec-
tion 3(b) states the following as a guiding 
principle: “Respect for, protection and ful-
fillment of reproductive health and rights 
seek to promote the rights and welfare of 
couples, adult individuals, women and 
adolescents.”   20 Also, Section 4 defines 
“adolescent sexuality” as “the reproductive 
system, gender identity, values and beliefs, 

emotions, relationships and sexual behav-
ior at adolescence.” [Emphasis added.]     

Taking Section 4 together with Section 
3(b), one can reasonably argue that the bill 
establishes a right to reproductive health 
for children from 11 to 20 years old. This 
means that minors as young as 11 years 
old will share in the rights bestowed by the 
bill on adults, including those that relate 
to contraception.

The International Link
It is difficult to believe that a people 

deeply rooted in the catholic faith and 
known for strong familial bonds would 
repeatedly press their lawmakers to pass 
a law mandating contraceptive use. And 
sure enough, there is evidence that much 
of the impetus behind the bill comes not 
from the lawmakers or the Filipino public 
but from international groups such as the 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA). The UN’s 
Millennial Development Goals have been 
publicly cited by RH bill supporters as a 
reason for passage.

The pressure has been “intense and 
sustained,” said Piero Tozzi, Senior Legal 
Counsel, Global, for the Alliance Defense 
Fund, a US-based group that monitors 
religious liberty. Tozzi pointed to a 2009 
forum sponsored by UNFPA in which the 
European Union Ambassador to the Philip-
pines chided the Philippine Congress for 
not passing the RH bill while appearing 
to link increased foreign aid with more 
widespread and effective distribution of 
contraceptives.

Jo Imbong, Executive Secretary of 
the Legal Office of the CBCP, said that 
the bill has ties to the UNFPA and other 
international agencies:

Publicly available documents es-
tablish the link with pressure between 
international funding agencies and the 
pro-RH agenda lobby in the Philippines. 
Since the 70’s, there have been many so-
called “country programmes” promoted 
and funded by such agencies, notably the 
UNFPA and IPPF (International Planned 
Parenthood Federation), among others. 
In the case of UNFPA, it leads interna-
tional initiatives for the RH agenda. UN 
agencies and donors had made it clear 
that they prefer to let UNFPA be the main 
(and at times only) voice advocating the 
issues associated with the RH agenda in 
the Philippines. Thus, in the 2005-2010 
Evaluation of the 6th UNFPA Country 
Programme in the Philippines, UNFPA 
expressed the belief that the new govern-
ment of President (Benigno) Aquino will 
better address the persistent challenges to 
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the country allegedly posed by population, 
gender and reproductive health issues, and 
so UNFPA favored a more resolute push 
for the passage of the Reproductive Health 
Bill in the present 15th Congress.     

Speaking about the bill’s effect on the 
Filipino people, Imbong says:

In its attempt to legislate immoral 
liberties and counterfeit “rights” (such as 
sexual rights for adolescents in defiance 
of parental rights and the imperatives 
of morality), the RH bill battles Filipino 
cultural and moral values that feeds the 
Filipino soul. With the harm to be wrought 
by its “universal access” to all methods 
to contraception, the bill fosters hostility 
to new human life, the health of women 
are in peril, the bond between spouses 
and between parent and child are broken, 
marriage is trivialized, the sanctity of hu-
man sexuality is violated, and in the end, 
the social fabric unravels.      

Imbong added that “the bill is rooted 
on deception. It is neither reproductive, nor 
promotive of health. It is a foreign agenda 
making its way into our rich culture. It is 
an insult to the Filipino people.”

The country will likely continue to 
debate the problems of poverty, population, 

and development on the congressional 
floor and in the public square. But perhaps 
Philippine lawmakers should search for 
the answer to the country’s problems not 
in forcing the implementation of a destruc-
tive bill, but in effecting a change toward 
responsible government.

(Maria Caulfield writes from Wallingford, 
Connecticut. She is Filipino by birth and 
occasionally writes about Filipino issues 
for publication in American news media. 
The international community is monitoring 
the developments around the RH Bill.  This 
piece has been published originally at The 
Human Life Review, Fall 2011) I
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Celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker 
and International Workers’ Day Through
Legislating a Substantial Wage Increase

As we celebrate the Feast of St. 
Joseph the Worker and the Interna-
tional Workers’ Day on May 1, we 

remember Blessed John Paul II who was 
beatified last year on the same day; and 
who urged everyone to uphold the prin-
ciple of the "priority of labor over capital".  
Blessed John Paul II, who was himself a 
worker, emphasized “the primacy of the 
human person in the production process, 
the primacy of people over things" (cf. 
Laborem Exercens, 12). 

We are saddened, however, that the 
said Catholic teaching is not well-received 
in our country, the cradle of Christianity in 
Asia. We witness that the majority of our 
people continue to suffer constant increases 
in the prices of petroleum products, fare, 
basic commodities and other daily needs. 
As there has been no substantial increase 
in their wages, the real value of their wages 
plunges. The gap between their minimum 
wages and the prices of commodities 
continues to grow. 

We are alarmed of the following find-
ings of recent surveys:

•	In an August 2011 survey by Swiss 
firm UBS, it was learned that Manila has 
the second lowest wage levels and third 
lowest purchasing power in the world.  

•	An Ibon Foundation study shows that 
for the period 2001-2011, wages increased 
by 45 per cent while prices increased by 
62 percent.  

•	A Social Weather Station (SWS) 
survey shows that hunger incidence in the 
country went up to 22.5 percent at the end 
of 2011.

Indeed, our impoverished people must 
be given relief; and a legislated substantial 
wage increase is one immediate measure 
which will address our workers’ misery.

We also take note of studies by inde-
pendent research institutions that:

•	Employers in the Philippines can 
afford a substantial wage hike if only they 
accept a cut in their considerable profits. 
The total cost of the proposed wage hike of 
P125 will only be PhP194.9 billion. When 
subtracted from total profits, this will still 
leave establishments with PhP1,434.6 bil-
lion in profits, which is only a 12% cut in 
their profits. In 2009, all the establishments 
in the country of all employment sizes had 

combined profits of PhP1,629.5 billion and 
3.94 million employees (2009 Annual Survey 
of Philippine Business and Industry (ASPBI) 
of the National Statistics Office). 

•	Despite the onset of the global crisis, 
the combined net income of top 1,000 
corporations in 2010 nearly doubled the 
PhP416 billion net income in 2008, which 
affirms their ability to absorb a significant 
wage hike.

•	The transfer of money from rich to 
poor households will increase aggregate 
demand and stimulate the economy.

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, 
in his 2012 Lenten Message reminded us, 
that the Sacred Scripture warns that our 
hearts can become hardened by a "spiritual 
anaesthesia" which numbs us to the suffer-
ing of others. In his encyclical, Caritas in 
Veritate, he also said that we must be just 
first, before we can be charitable. Being 
charitable is giving  “what is mine to the 
other”, while being just is giving the other 
what is due to him (cf. Caritas in Veritate, 
6). Loving our brothers and sisters, the 

workers, means being just to them by 
upholding their rights as human persons, 
who are also God’s co-creator. We affirm 
that, indeed, it is high time for high-income 
households to lend a hand to low-income 
households who are so deprived of basic 
necessities.

Hence, as a fitting way to celebrate 
the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker and 
the International Workers’ Day on May 
1, we urge the government legislators to 
heed the call for a legislated substantial 
wage increase; for all sectors concerned to 
show love and justness especially to those 
who are hungry and in need; for all of us 
to uphold the dignity of labor through the 
defense of workers’ rights.

 
As Christ lives,
 
+GERARDO ALMINAZA, DD
Auxiliary Bishop of Jaro
Head Convenor of the Visayas Clergy 
Discernment Group (VCDG)
May 1, 2012
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Church People Support Workers’ Demands!
By hand and by brain to earn your 
pay
Who for centuries long past for no more 
than your bread?
Have bleed for your countries and 
counted your dead 
 
We’re the first ones to starve the first 
ones to die
The first ones in line for the pie-in-the 
sky
And we’re always the last when the 
cream is shared out
For the worker is working when the 
fat cat’s about 
Dropkick Murphys 
 

A construction worker laboring under 
the scorching heat of the sun; A 
vendor in the street counting the 

coins that would never be enough for his 
daily needs; A saleslady who has to display 
a beaming smile the whole day for a salary 
that is not enough to make her happy; A 
machine operator who has to stay awake 
and wait for the break; A mother spinning 

the machine to produce garments she would 
never wear. Men and women toiling  night 
and day in shipyards and factories, in can-
neries, in mines, in manufacturing sites, in 
restaurants and industrial units. Workers 
are called the builders of civilization, the 
slaves whose sweat and blood are offered 
each day so that the capitalists can enjoy 
the profit from their toil.

Today, the crumbs that fall from the 
capitalist’s table are equivalent to a mere 
P426.00 daily minimum wage while the 
family living wage is pegged at P1,008.00 
per day. This shows a gap amounting to 
P582.00 tantamount to insufficient or, 
worst, no food on the table, low access to 
necessary utilities, health and education 
services.  Amidst all these, there are still 
significant numbers of workers who are not 
receiving a minimum wage. The insecuri-
ties of the workers are further worsened 
through a legal means of exploitation in the 
form of labor contractualization. Under this 
policy, workers have no security of tenure 
and are not entitled to any benefits and the 
capitalists all the more violate the rights 

of the workers in organizing themselves 
as union. The poor quality of life of work-
ers and their families contradicts with the 
Church’s teaching of social justice. For a 
country to move forward to a life that is 
abundant for all, there is only one require-
ment: Justice, and only justice, you shall 
follow, that you may live and inherit the 
land which the LORD your God gives you 
(Deuteronomy 16:20).

Today, we express our support to the 
righteous demands of the workers for a just 
wage. We support their call for a legislated 
P125.00 wage increase. While this is too 
little to demand, it will be a great relief if 
provided. We further call on the current 
government to remove the Value Added 
Tax on oil, and to stop the flexible labor 
policy. The demands of workers for hu-
mane treatment are not beyond the means 
of the government and the capitalists.   

MR. NARDY SABINO 
Secretary General
Promotion of Church People’s Response
May 1, 2012

Our Voice, Our Vote | Youth Manifesto, 7 May 2012

The youth are the foremost victims of the Reproductive 
Health Bills pending in both houses of Congress. It is 
our generation that will face the reality of the many risks 

so intimately involved in this measure. It is our welfare that is 
on the line. It is our voice that we seek to be heard today.

We are for responsible parenthood and we, too, desire to 
see every Filipino family free from the burdens of poverty. 
However, spending for a measure to fiddle with demographics 
is a gross misallocation of scarce resources. Addressing needs 
for quality education and opportunities for employment hits 
poverty at its core. Massive government spending for contra-
ception and mandatory sex education in all schools enlivens 
the risk of aggravating the decline of our demographics, of 
eroding our values, and of reshaping our society after the 
designs of foreign intervention. There is no warrant against 
this. This is a gamble of our future.

We are for reproductive health and we, too, intend to 
shield mothers and their children from the risks of complica-
tions at childbirth. However, pregnancy is not the disease 
that can find a cure in contraception. Massive government 
spending for products with known health detriments is 
tantamount to a government serving our people harm.  
Improving access to pre- and post-natal care, of which 
the RH Bills speak so scarcely about, addresses maternal 
mortality directly. The RH Bills, instead, advocate repro-
ductive health by heavily promoting mismoderated use of 
artificial contraception, neglecting the impracticability and 

impossibility of “informed choice” in the poorest, most 
populated hospitals and health centers. This ultimately 
risks the rise in the number of victims of contraceptive 
failure, the development of a contraceptive mentality, the 
erudition of family values, and the eventual demand for 
abortion. There is no warrant against this. This is a gamble 
of our future.

We are for population management and development and 
we, too, dream of progress. However, genuine progress can 
never be achieved until our government invests genuinely in 
our people.  Our population is an asset. Government must 
treat it as an asset. Rural development, entrepreneurship, 
improved standards of education, expansion of opportunities 
for employment, intensified thrusts for scientific research 
and development, cultivation of our arts and culture – these 
constitute genuine investments in our people. This is the way 
to secure our future.

While the RH Bill posits itself as a comprehensive attempt 
to relieve our people of a particular ill, it is this very claim 
of comprehensiveness that blinds it from its cons. We cannot 
afford to gamble our future. We cannot afford to legislate what 
constitutes harm to our people.

The youth, in defense of our welfare, can and will invest 
our support in legislators who know how to genuinely invest 
in us.

In solidarity, we declare our opposition to the RH Bill. 
This is our voice. This is our vote.
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May 1 is the Feast of St. Joseph 
the worker. This is a feast day 
which does not originate to 

honor St. Joseph primarily who al-
ready has his own Feast Day on March 
19. It was promulgated by Pius XII 
only in 1955 to express the special 
concern of the Church for the work-
ers of the world. She gave them St. 
Joseph, no less, as their patron saint 
and protector.

The workers constitute a significant 
portion of this Church of the Poor. Thus 
understandably, the Philippine Church 
can identify with their plight and strug-
gles and be in solidarity with them.

 
Situation of the Workers

The workers are faced with mul-
tifarious problems. A critical look will 
reveal that some seem to stand out:

 
Growing legalization of contractual-
ization/joblessness 

It gravely undermines workers’ 
rights to security of tenure, self-or-
ganization, and collective bargaining 
agreement (CBA) wherein are supposed 
to be contained provisions for the protec-
tions of the workers’ other rights (social 
security, better working conditions, just 
wage, etc.)

One out of four or nearly 10 mil-
lion Filipino workers remain jobless 
or underemployed as of January 2012, 
citing data from the Bureau of Labor and 
Employment Statistics (BLES). Such 
employment situation gives us a glimpse 
of how millions of Filipinos are unable 
to cope with rising prices of petroleum 
and basic commodities.

The injustice continues when con-
tractual, jobless and underpaid Filipino 
workers are violently driven away from 
their homes to give way to the interest 
of a wealthy few, as the case of Silverio 
compound demolition.

 
Unjust wages

It appears as the chosen way by 
which big transnational corporations 
pass on the financial and economic cri-
sis which started in l997 to the workers 
especially those in the under-developed 
countries. No wonder present statistic 

shows that precisely at this time the 
profit of transnational corporations grew 
from 20 – 100 % in 1910 – the highest 
since 1940s.

On the other hand, the Interna-
tional Labor Organization (ILO) said 
that the growth in the salary of workers 
throughout the world from 2008 to 2009 
decreased by 50%.

In the Philippines, data shows 
that the real value of the salary of the 
workers in the Philippines fell because 
of the continuing increase in the prices 
of basic commodities particularly oil.  
For example, as of February 2011, 
the nominal wage of P404 in NCR is 
equivalent to only P235.45 real wage 
which in turn is lower than its 2001 
real value of P237. Meaning to say, the 
wage adjustments attained through the 
regional wage boards in the last decade 
have not improved the situation of the 
workers.  (EILER, Trade Union Situa-
tion, July 2011).

Millions of Filipino workers con-
tinue to lose human dignity with very 
meagre wages and substandard quality 
of work. Wages remain depressed despite 
price hikes. 

 
The right to organize

The incumbent government contin-
ues to implement the same anti-labor 
policies as the previous administrations. 
The unwritten incentive for foreign in-
vestors: “Come to the Philippines ‘where 
labor is cheap, docile, not unionized.” 
The Special Economic Zones (SEZ) 
boast of no unions since its operations 
started in 1979. In practice they simply 
terminate workers suspected of organiz-
ing themselves.

 
Migrant Filipino workers

The present administration has 
called OFW’s as the country’s modern 
heroes. However, these praises ring 
empty considering the government’s 
unwillingness to stop the staggering 
outflow of 4,500 Filipinos leaving daily 
in search of employment abroad, only to 
be exploited by their foreign employers. 
Added to this is the deathly inflow of 
six to ten bodies of OFW’s repatriated 
every day citing data from Migrante 

International.
The grim labor condition in the 

country continues to force millions of 
Filipinos to seek better opportunities 
abroad. More than 4,000 Filipinos leave 
the country each day.

 
Government Responses:
1. Legalized Contractualization

“While the Aquino administration 
claims to pursue all-out efforts against 
the worst forms of contractualization, 
the Department of Labor and Employ-
ment's (DOLE) implemented Depart-
ment Order (D.O.) 18-A series of 2011 
that strengthened national policies 
legalizing labor contractualization.” 
“DOLE D.O. 18-A will only ensure 
that contractual work will become 
the 'permanent' employment status of 
Filipino workers. He said the DOLE 
order undermines the workers right to 
job security and other inherent labor 
rights supposedly protected by the 
Constitution and the Labor Code.” (In 
an interview done in the office at the 
House of Representatives in Batasan 
Complex in Quezon City, of Anakpawis 
party list Rep. Rafael Mariano Rep. 
Mariano).
2.  Regional Wage Boards

“With Labor Day just over a week 
away, Sen. Francis Escudero yesterday 
said he wants a review of the performance 
of the regional tripartite wage and pro-
ductivity boards which have allegedly 
failed to address the concerns of workers 
nationwide.” Escudero also appealed to 
private employers to voluntarily move 
for a wage increase, saying the national 
wage board appears to be unaware of the 
real condition of millions of workers.

“The wage boards are not doing their 
job,” Escudero said, adding that the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives can 
move to dissolve the wage boards if they 
continue to ignore workers’ concerns.” 
(By Christina Mendez (The Philippine 
Star, April 22, 2012)

 
Workers’ Demands

•  Workers are all the more deter-
mined to oppose the legalized contrac-
tualization promoted by the Aquino 
government. Anak Pawis Rep. Mariano 

‘Church People and Workers in Solidarity,
Reclaim the Dignity of  Human Work!’
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filed the House Bill 5110 or an Act 
Strengthening the Workers Right to 
Security of Tenure, amending for the 
purpose Article 106 of the Labor Code 
that prohibits all forms of contractual 
labor.

•  Meantime, considering the in-
ability of the Regional Wage Boards to 
attain for the workers the latter, since 
there are things that cannot wait since 
they have to provide for their daily basic 
needs, the government should really 
consider a legislated wage increase 
starting with the P125 across-the-board 
nationwide hike in the daily take home 
pay being asked for by the workers 
since 2001.

 
Some Teachings of the Church on 
Labor

Work is a good belonging to all 
people and must be made available to 
all who are capable of engaging in it. 
“Full employment” therefore remains a 
mandatory objective for every economic 
system oriented towards justice and the 
common good. (CSDC, 288)

Work is not something that can 
be left to the laws of the marketplace; 
nor should it be left to the laws of the 
marketplace; nor should it be a deci-
sion left to the will of the powerful. It 
must be determined in accordance with 
justice and equity; which means that 
workers must be paid a wage which 
allows them to live a truly human life. 
(Blessed John XXIII’s encyclical Mater 
et Magistra, 71).

 
Call to Action

We, from the Churchpeople Work-
ers Solidarity (CWS) join hands to ad-
vance the struggle of the toiling masses. 
In the context of worsening conditions 
of the workers, CWS which was con-
vened by churchpeople and workers’ 
organizations on September 12-15, 2011 
in Cebu City, is determined to pursue 
the struggle for workers’ dignity and 
rightful recognition as partners in the 
pursuit of peace and progress in the 
country.

CWS affirms the “dignity of work 
based on the dignity of workers as co-
creators of God and aims to live by the 
principle of putting the interest of labor 
above that of capital: workers’ rights 
over profit.”

Churchpeople – Workers’ Solidarity 
(CWS)
May 1, 2012

2012 DVP Convention Statement

“…We have seen and heard we proclaim 
now to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; for our fellowship 
is with the Father and with the Son, 
Jesus Christ… so that our joy may be 
complete.” (1 Jn1:3-4)

We, the 280 Vocation Directors 
and Directresses of the Philip-
pines gathered ourselves in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ at the 
Diocese of Marbel in General Santos City 
for the 23rd DVP National Convention, 
April 16-20, 2012.

We have listened, discussed and 
shared about our role in “Creating a 
Culture that Witnesses and Awakens 
Vocation in the Local Church”.  At the 
end of our assembly we want to reaffirm 
the primacy of prayer and its role in 
inculcating the necessary values favor-
able to awaken and nurture vocations 
for the Church.

•	Prayer which requires the recogni-
tion of faith’s role in the family, the spirit 
of service and solicitude for others rooted 
in the spirit of sacrifice.

•	Prayer which refers, to more than 
the usual pious devotions rather to the 
enrichment and rootedness of the fam-
ily in the nourishment of a real love-
relationship with the Lord.

•	Prayer which heeds the direct 
obedience to the Divine Command of 
our Lord as enunciated in the Gospels 
by begging the Lord of the harvest to 
send workers into his divine vineyard.

While reiterating the importance 
of these things, we also recognize that 
some of the very favorable conditions 

and values that gave birth and nurtured 
our own vocations are not so readily 
present in families today. Whether as an 
effect of Global post Modern tendency 
of society of the Imperialism of Relativ-
ism, one thing is clear: Love that frees 
and propels one to reach out needs to 
be reclaimed.

We thus commit anew, that to effect 
such changes, we as Directors and Direc-
tresses must be catalysts of an alternative 
culture imitating the Life of Christ.  Con-
cretely, we see this manifested through 
an ever growing consciousness and ac-
ceptance that working together creatively 
in mutual respect and collaboration for 
the same vineyard, a growth in vocation 
for any Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and 
Religious Congregation is a joy for the 
whole Church.

We propose, therefore that:
•	Bishops be more open and proac-

tive to Vocation Promotion initiatives in 
their Local Churches, be more supportive 
to Religious from within and outside 
their dioceses, and even animate their 
efforts.

•	Priests be more receptive and col-
laborative in promoting vocations in their 
localities.

•	Religious be more conscious of being 
part of a bigger church thus respectful and 
sensitive to the on-going programs of the 
local church already in place, and coordinate 
accordingly with a gracious attitude.

•	Lay collaborators animate one 
another to rekindle in the families their 
unique role as seed beds of vocation.  
Moreover, they must also be open to 
programs given by parishes and religious 
communities.
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FROM THE
BLOGS

Socio-financial 
Development Pyramid

Probably this is altogether irrelevant. Perhaps this is 
too elementary. Possibly this is but chicken feed. But 
just the same, it could be worth telling and noting for 

any reference or reminder it might serve—especially on 
the part of the political leadership in the country that has 
become used to loud and repeated declamations about the 
sparkling progress and development so well planned and 
done in favor of the people of the Philippines.

Question to a grade-school pupil: How do you build a 
pyramid—from the tip to the base or from the base to the 
tip? The kid answers: From base to the tip. The National 
leadership answers: From tip to the base. 

Hence the executive strategy is invite, support and fund 
big industrial projects and huge productive ventures—in or 
out of the PPP bubble—so that benefits of these super-costly 
agenda are supposed to trickle down to the people. In the 
course of time, they will savor their individual good as well 
as their public welfare—eventually. And lo and behold, the 
socio-financial development pyramid is done. And every-
body is happy. Thus says the Chief in command. 

The kid however instinctively first chooses and arranges 
the right and proper blocks in order to make the solid and 
dependable pyramid base. Then slowly but surely, he adds 
more and more building materials that progressively make 
up the middle of the pyramid. Finally, more bricks and blogs 
are added thereon until the tip of the pyramid is done—and 
the whole pyramid thus stands steadily and proudly.  

One wonders if this is not also the right and proper 
way of doing socio-financial development—from the bot-
tom up. This is to say: Make the government with all its 
manpower and resources plus financing experts, directly 
go to the people belonging to the C, D and E economic 
classes. Think and plan, decide and support small but many 
developmental projects here and there. (Never mind the A 
and B economic groups as they can take care of themselves). 
From this base approach, a solid and sturdy socio-financial 
development gradually becomes an objective reality—more 
than just a dream and a fancy. 

The main problem of developmental ventures from 
the top—usually made-up of multi-national companies not 
to mention big private corporations—is that their profits 
largely remain with them, with but the minimum thereof 
allowed to trickle down to the common, lowly and poor 
citizens. These in fact even pay much for the little they 
get—in terms of their long and hard labor. To claim that 
such business enterprises are not primarily for themselves 
on account of corporate greed is to live in Cloud 9. 

Such huge business can take care of themselves. Is it so 
hard to understand that the government is of the people, by the 
people and for the people—especially those who have less in 
life? After all, this is the fundamental meaning of the maxim 
that public office is a public trust for the public good.

www.ovc.blogspot.com

Surveys

The science of doing and interpreting surveys may 
be now already much developed and well-defined. 
That is why taking surveys about the appreciation or 

depreciation of people about this or that famous or infamous 
individual—not excluding the like or dislike of people 
about this soap, that soft drink and so on—have become not 
only common but also regular. At the same time however, 
there are certain factors that necessarily come to play in 
survey-making and reading, keeping private or publishing 
the survey result openly—depending on its result plus the 
interest of its financier. 

First and foremost then, who is asking and paying for 
the survey? With the bare fact that surveys are not freely 
done, much less freely interpreted and released for wide 
publication—but dearly paid for by the interested party—the 
question about money cannot but come to play. And when 
money, much money changes hands, there cannot but be 
also a transactional deal that goes therewith—in line with 
the standard practice that “You get this if you do that,” or 
“You do that and you get this.” 

Then there are the concrete circumstantial facts that 
usually go with the survey and necessarily have their effect 
on the results thereof. Who are those who do the survey 
and who are the opted subjects of the survey? Where is 
the survey done and when is the survey made? And under 
what concrete circumstances is the survey done? In other 
words, the result of a survey cannot but depend on such 
particulars. In addition to all the above considerations, there 
is also the real possibility of deliberately manipulating the 
over-all result of a survey.

To claim that the amount of money paid and the in-
tention of the payer, plus who are surveyed, where, when 
and how, who supervise and who interpret the survey plus 
other considerations—to claim that all these cannot be 
manipulated or remain beyond manipulation for the desired 
result is to live in cloud 9. Such would be subscribing to 
and proclaiming the angelic nature of all those playing 
their respective role in bringing the survey to its desired 
result. 

Recently, tri-media repeatedly and loudly came out 
with some kind of a surprising revelation that the survey of 
someone went down from the former high “very good” to 
by merely “good” in terms of public satisfaction. What? It 
was said that the drop in satisfaction rating came from the 
‘D’ and ‘E’ socio-economic groups—with the conclusion 
therefore that the rating remain high among the ‘A’ and 
‘B’ and ‘C’ rakings.  Really?  It was furthermore noted 
that both the over-all ratings of “very good” and “good” 
were given by 1,200 adults among the more than 90 mil-
lion Filipinos. 

Conclusion: It definitely requires and categorically 
demands very much more than such a survey coming out 
with such a rating to know what is ground reality—here 
and now.

www.ovc.blogspot.com



27Volume 46 • Number 5

Ill
us

tra
tio

n 
by

 B
la

di
m

er
 U

si

EDITORIAL

It ain’t over until it’s over
This is along the line of the jest and spirit of the 

saying “It’s not over until the fat lady sings.” But 
there is one thing certain about operas, viz., they 

may be rather long but endings they infallibly have. Sad 
to say, it is neither the matter nor the reality about the 
infamous Hacienda Luisita. The Supreme Court has 
clearly and loudly spoken. But will Malacañang listen 
and act accordingly? The highest body in the Judicial 
Branch of government has issued a definite and defin-
ing decision. But will the Chief Executive accept and 
implement the final and executor judgment? 

Another way of putting it goes this way: Can it be 
realistically presumed that no less than the Commander-
in-Chief as a party with huge family interests in the 
issue, would willingly and readily act on the verdict 
rendered on the Hacienda Luisita Case?  Is it reasonable 
to assume that the same Chief-in-Command—who is 
nothing less than an heir of the Hacienda Luisita im-
mense assets and immense profits—would heartily and 
gallantly comply with the sentence officially rendered 
on the Case? And can it be reasonably taken for granted 
that the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR)—that 
remains under the patronage and shadow of Malacañang 

no matter all arguments to the contrary—would eagerly 
and faithfully act on the judicial pronouncement made 
on Hacienda? 

Many Hacienda Luisita farmers were gunned down 
in Mendiola. Some Hacienda Luisita workers and sym-
pathizers were murdered in Tarlac. Are those responsible 
for this inhumanity already brought to justice? 

So much wealth has been and still being gener-
ated by Hacienda deals in terms of huge land sales, 
of a big business hub, not to mention the so-called 
SCTEX. Would all these be simply relinquished just 
like that? 

Someone who is with his peers dared to decide 
on the issue about the Hacienda Luisita in favor of 
the farmers. Now, he is undergoing an Impeachment 
Trial—with the full backing Malacañang.   

The farmers concerned have all the reasons to rejoice 
with the last and latest decision of the Supreme Court 
on the Hacienda question of long standing. They have 
kept their ground. They suffered losses in the ranks. 
They have continued the crusade. They have won their 
fight. They have cause to cheer, to laugh, to jump for 
joy. But, truth to tell:  It ain’t over until it’s over.
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After a few of the usual Sunday evening hymns, the church's 
pastor slowly stood up, walked over to the pulpit and, 
before he gave his sermon for the evening, briefly intro-

duced a guest minister who was in the service that evening.  In 
the introduction, the pastor told the congregation that the guest 
minister was one of his dearest childhood friends and that he 
wanted him to have a few moments to greet the church and share 
whatever he felt would be appropriate for the service.

With that, an elderly man stepped up to the pulpit and began 
to speak.  "A father, his son, and a friend of his son were sailing 
off the Pacific Coast," he began, "when a fast approaching storm 
blocked any attempt to get back to shore.  The waves were so 
high that, even though the father was an experienced sailor, he 
could not keep the boat upright, and the three were swept into 
the ocean as the boat capsized."

The old man hesitated for a moment, making eye contact 
with two teenagers who were, for the first time since the service 
began, looking somewhat interested in the story.  The aged minister 
continued with his story.  "Grabbing a rescue line, the father had to 
make the most excruciating decision of his life:  to which boy he 
would throw the other end of the life line. He only had seconds to 
make the decision. The father knew that his son was a Christian, 
and he also knew that his son's friend was not. The agony of his 
decision could not be matched by the torrent of the waves. As the 
father yelled out, 'I love you, son!', he threw out the life line to the 
son's friend. By the time the father had pulled the friend back to the 
capsized boat, his son had disappeared beneath the raging swells 
into the black of night. His body was never recovered."

By this time, the two teenagers were sitting up straight in 
the pew, anxiously waiting for the next words to come out of 
the old minister's mouth.  "The father," he continued, "knew his 
son would step into eternity with Jesus, and he could not bear 

the thought of his son's friend stepping into an eternity without 
Jesus. Therefore, he sacrificed his son to save the son's friend. 
How great is the love of God that He could do the same for us. 
Our heavenly Father sacrificed His only begotten Son that we 
could be saved.  I urge you to accept His offer to rescue you and 
take hold of the life line."

With that, the old man turned and sat back down in his chair 
as silence filled the room. The pastor again walked slowly to the 
pulpit and delivered a brief sermon with an invitation at the end.  
However, no one responded to the appeal.  Within minutes after 
the service, the two teenagers were at the old man's side. "That 
was a nice story," politely said one of the boys, "but I don't think 
it was very realistic for a father to give up his only son's life in 
hopes that the other boy would become a Christian."

"Well, you've got a point there," the old man replied, glanc-
ing down at his worn Bible. Sorrow began to overtake the old 
man's smiling face as he once again looked up at the boys and 
said, "It sure isn't very realistic, is it? But I'm here today to tell 
you that I understand more than most the pain God must 
have felt to give up H i s only Son. For 
you see, I'm the man who lost his 
son to the ocean that day, and 
my son's friend that I chose to 
save is your pastor."

A father and his son

FROM THE 
INBOX

From the email messages of may_rv2003@yahoo.com

Prayer that 
produces

A friend of mine took his small son 
with him one day to a familiar diner 
for a sandwich. The father sat down 

on one of the stools at the counter and lifted 
the boy up to the seat beside him.

They ordered lunch, and when the 
waiter brought the food the father said, 
"Son, we'll just have a silent prayer."

Dad got through praying first and 
waited for his son to finish his prayer, 
but he just sat with his head bowed for 
an unusually long time.

When he finally looked up, his fa-
ther asked him, "What in the world were 
you praying about all that time?"

"How do I know?" the child replied. 
"It was a silent prayer."
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Idle Angel

St. Peter was giving a newly ar-
rived soul a tour of heaven. The 
two of them were walking side 

by side inside a large workroom filled 
with angels.

St. Peter stopped in front of the first 
section and said, "This is the Receiving 
Section. Here, all the petitions sent to 
God in prayer are received."

The soul saw that the section was a 
very busy one with so many angels sort-
ing out petitions written on voluminous 
sheets of paper from all the people of 
the world.

They resumed walking until they 
reached the second section. St. Peter 
told the soul, "This is the Packaging and 
Delivery Section. Here, the graces and 
blessings are packed and delivered to 
the petitioners down on earth."

The soul saw how busy it was. There 

were a great many angels working in that 
room because countless blessings were 
being packed and delivered to earth.

Finally, at the farthest corner of the 
room, they stopped at the last section. To 
the surprise of the soul, only one angel 
was there and he was idle.

"This is the Acknowledging Sec-
tion," St. Peter told the soul.

"How is it that no work is being 
done here?"

"That's the sad thing," St. Peter 
answered.

"After people on earth received the 
blessings they asked for, very few of 
them bother to send their acknowledg-
ments."

"How does one acknowledge God's 
blessing?"

"Simple," St. Peter answered. "Just 
say, 'Thank you, Lord.'"
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CAST:  Tony Stark (Robert Downey),  Cris Hemsworth (Thor), Cris 
Evans (Captain America), Samuel L. Jackson (Nick Fury), Mark 
Ruffalo (Dr. Bruce Banner/The Hulk), Jeremy Renner (Hawkeye), 
Scarlett Johansson (Natasha/Black Widow), Don Cheadle (Col 
James Rhodes), Tom Hiddleston (Loki), Clark Gregg (Agent Coul-
son), Stellan Skarsgard ( Professor Erik Selvig), Cobie Smulders 
(Agent Maria Hill), Gwyneth Paltrow (Pepper Potts); DIRECTOR: 
Joss Whedon; SCREENWRITER:  Joss Whedon, Zac Penn 
(based on Marvel Comics Superhero Team, sixth installment of 
Marvel Cinematic Universe); PRODUCER: Marvel Studios;  EDI-
TOR: Jeffrey Ford & Lisa Lassek; MUSICAL DIRECTOR: Alan 
Silvestri; GENRE:   Action, Adventure, Science Fiction; Fantasy; 
CINEMATOGRAPHER: Seamus McGarvey ; DISTRIBUTOR 
Walt Disney; LOCATION: USA; RUNNING TIME: 142 minutes
Technical Assessment: 
Moral Assessment: ttt½
Cinema Rating: For viewers 14 years old and above  

Nick Fury (Samuel Jackson), director of the international 
peacekeeping agency SHIELD, recruits Iron Man (Robert 
Downey, Jr.), Hulk (Mark Ruffalo), Thor (Chris Hem-

sworth), Captain America (Chris Evans), Hawkeye (Jeremy 
Renner), and Black Widow (Scarlett Johansson) to form the 
superhero team of a lifetime that will take on Loki (Tom HId-
dleston), the brother of Thor.  Loki suddenly materializes at the 
SHIELD headquarters to steal the Tessaract, the device that will 
enable him to open a portal in the skies through which evil metal 
monsters will enter to attack Earth.  Loki, of course, wants total 
control of the planet, and so begins to wreak havoc on Manhat-
tan, in New York.     

What happens when you have too many cooks in the kitchen?  
As the saying goes, too many cooks spoil the brew, right?  But 
what happens when you get together six superheroes to fight one 
villain from out of this world?  Superheroes = superegos.  So, 
first, a clash of egos, which may begin with words and escalate 
into actual fisticuffs and then metal clashing against metal, as 
in Thor’s hammer banging Captain America’s shield and vice 
versa.   In the movies, that is great entertainment.  Outside of 
Loki (who looks like a greasy-haired druid, although too clean 
shaven to appear menacing) it’s hard to tell who’ll emerge as 
another villain, what with all the superheroes’ superpowers!  It’s 
a really super-super strangely enjoyable freak show and you’d 
be hard put to decide which freak to root for.  How can you 
not be amused, for example, by the exchange between Captain 
America and Iron Man.  CA mocks IM who’d be nothing without 
his armor; IM with characteristic braggadocio quips that without 
his suit he’d be a “genius, playboy, billionaire”.  CM glumly 
declares what is needed is a hero; IM blurts out, “A hero?  Like 
you?  You’re a laboratory experiment!  Everything special about 
you comes from a bottle!”

Don’t expect a movie of this type to have much of a plot; 
with six superheroes kicking ass, a meaty plot would just be a 
distraction.  What director and writer Joss Wheadon does here is 
use the formulaic plot as a board on which to pin his characters 
and action sequences.  It’s a good vs. evil story and we all know 
who’ll win in the end.  But how the good will win is the challenge 
that will showcase Wheadon’s directorial talents.  Wheadon is 
able to delineate the hero-characters admirably, which may be the 
main reason not one of them emerges as the super-superhero; all 
are allowed to shine according to their nature and they come out 
equally victorious in the end.  Even Black Widow who possesses 
no superhuman qualities turns out to deliver more punches with 
her bare hands than any of the guys, precisely because she’s got 
no magical props to lean on.

The Avengers delivers a message that upholds teamwork as 
the essence of the war against evil.  And it scores high because 
it explodes with stunt after stunt but doesn’t take itself too seri-
ously.  It’s a good show, it doesn’t tax your emotions, and it’s 
even unexpectedly funny at times—especially what it does to 
the megalomaniac villain.   

ENTERTAINMENT

Catholic INitiative for 
Enlightened Movie Appreciation
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BRIEFING

Red Cross suspends Pakistan work

PAKISTAN. Following the murder of 
an aid worker in Quetta, the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
has suspended most of its activities in 
Pakistan to conduct a risk assessment 
of its operations, and recalled its foreign 
staff to Islamabad. The aid agency said 
majority of local staff in Karachi, Quetta 
and Peshawar will go on paid leave 
until an announcement is made about 
future operations. Red Cross normally 
deploys about 500 national staff and 50 
expatriates across the country.

US soldier gets 6 years in prison for 
raping teen girl 

S. KOREA. A Seoul court has sen-
tenced a US soldier to six years in prison 
for raping a teenage South Korean girl 
last year. The Seoul Central District 
Court found Private Kevin Robinson, 
21, guilty of raping the girl, then aged 
17, at her home in the city in September. 
Last November, another US soldier was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison for a 
similar crime. The US has 28,500 troops 
stationed in South Korea as a deterrent 
against North Korea.

Bomb suspect sentenced to death

BURMA. A court in Myanmar on May 8 
sentenced a 33-year-old man to death 
over a series of bomb blasts in Yangon 
in April 2010 that claimed 10 lives and 
injured dozens more. Phyo Wai Aung 
was convicted by a special court on 
seven charges including plotting to kill. 
Amnesty International said no execu-
tions are known to have been carried 
out in Myanmar since at least 1988 but 
the country’s courts are seen by outside 
human rights groups as susceptible to 
political influence. 

Gov’t suspends land grants 

CAMBODIA. The Cambodian govern-
ment has suspended the granting of 
land for development to domestic and 
foreign companies in a bid to curb evic-
tions and illegal logging. The govern-

ment would also revoke land grants from 
companies that failed to honor agree-
ments by engaging in such activities. 
Evictions have displaced thousands of 
people and human rights groups said 
that land grants should be banned. 

Afghan soldier kills US soldier 

AFGHANISTAN. An Afghan soldier on 
May 7 has shot dead a US marine and 
wounded another before being killed by 
return fire in the latest in a series of at-
tacks against foreigners by government 
troopers working with coalition forces. 
The nationality of the dead coalition sol-
dier has not been released. The death 
takes the number of foreign troops killed 
by Afghans they were working with to at 
least 19 this year, in more than a dozen 
separate assaults. 

Court orders end to Hajj subsidies 

INDIA. India's Supreme Court has 
ordered the government on May 8 to 
scrap subsidized travel for thousands 
of Muslims on the annual hajj pilgrim-
age to Mecca, the Islamic holy site in 
Saudi Arabia. The government spends 
billions of rupees in subsidies for Hajj 
pilgrims annually on the state-run carrier 
Air India. Recently, more than 120,000 
travelers have used the subsidy each 
year. 

Radio broadcaster shot dead 

PHILIPPINES. A news reporter working 
in a Catholic Church-based radio station 
in Southern Philippines has been shot 
dead May 9. Police said two unidenti-
fied gunmen attacked Nestor Libaton in 
Mati City, Davao Oriental while he was 
riding a motorcycle. The Philippines 
is considered one of the world's most 
dangerous places for media workers. 
Libaton is the third journalist killed within 
the last 15 days. It is not clear whether 
the killings are work related.

Authorities urged to save Malaysian 
man from execution

SINGAPORE. A young Malaysian man 

under threat of imminent execution in 
Singapore for drug trafficking should 
be granted clemency, Amnesty Interna-
tional and the Anti-Death Penalty Asia 
Network (ADPAN) have said. Yong Vui 
Kong, who was 19 when he was first 
arrested for possessing 47g of heroin 
in 2007, has no other options left. On 
4 April, the Supreme Court rejected 
his third and final appeal, which was 
made on the basis he was subjected 
to unequal treatment before the law. 
In an open letter, Amnesty International 
and ADPAN urged the Minister for Law 
and Foreign Affairs and other Cabinet 
members to intervene and recommend 
clemency for Yong Vui Kong, to establish 
a moratorium on the death penalty and 
suspend executions. 

Chen pledge ‘empty’

CHINA. A pledge by China that it 
will allow Chen Guangcheng to go 
abroad with his family so he can study 
seems empty as long as the Chinese 
state keeps the activist’s wider fam-
ily in detention and retaliates against 
his supporters, Amnesty International 
said. Against the background of a US 
pronouncement that China's prom-
ise is “encouraging” Catherine Baber, 
Amnesty International’s Asia-Pacific 
Deputy Director, said:  “The disparity 
between high level assurances and the 
reality on the ground is stark.”

Amend vetting regulations for candi-
dates, officials 

LIBYA. Libya’s National Transitional 
Council (NTC) should amend regula-
tions to eliminate vague and broad 
prohibitions on who may serve as a 
government official or become a candi-
date for election, Human Rights Watch 
said April 28. Libya’s first national elec-
tions since the fall of Muammar Gaddafi 
are scheduled for June 2012. “After 
decades of corrupt dictatorship, public 
officials should meet high standards 
of integrity,” said Sarah Leah Whitson, 
Middle East and North Africa director 
at Human Rights Watch.




