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Quote in the Act

“Kim Jong-un is an avatar of his father. This may
indicate that it’s still his father’s people who make key
policy decisions in Pyongyang and that his control of
power is incomplete and his position less than secure.”

Choi Myeong-hae, a North Korea analyst at the Samsung Economic
Research Institute in Seoul; while North Korea is nearing completion of its
hurried transition to its young leader and as confrontation with the US loomed
over the NOKOR's intent to launch a long-range rocket.

“The reason is that the Taliban promised and
persuaded farmers to grow poppy and told them
they would protect them.”

Daoud Ahmadi, spokesperson for the governor in Helmand Province in
Afghanistan; in the poppy war, Taliban is protecting the cash crop to the point of
targeting government officials who are trying to eradicate it.

“If the Philippines is challenged, we are prepared
to secure our sovereignty.”

Albert del Rosario, the Philippine foreign secretary; as the Philippine and Chinese
officials called for a diplomatic solution to a naval standoff on sovereignty claims over
Scarborough Shoal that is being disputed by China, Taiwan and the Philippines.

“Without facing complete hardship, these young
people born after the 1990s made rash decisions.”

Guangming Daily, in the editorial of this Communist Party newspaper; on the
sale of kidney of a Chinese teenager who wanted to raise money to buy an iphone
and.an ipad; where the government indicted five others on charges of involvement.

“This is a country where women are active in every field.”

Dipu Moni, minister of foreign affairs of Bangladesh; in a country known
for poverty and natural disasters, women have made phenomenal progress in
most areas of social endeavor reportedly due to efforts of the government and

development groups and decades of micro-lending.

“Do not stay on your Good Friday...move on to
your Happy Easter.”

Angel Lagdameo, archbishop of Jaro in Panay island in the Philippines; in his Easter
message said that resurrection was the one that motivated Christ to accept suffering and
death on the cross and thereby gave meaning and hope to personal and societal lls.
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s we rush to the press for this
Alate issue following the hectic

days of the Holy Week, we
found ourselves glued to the news of
North Korea defying a rising chorus
of international warnings of censure
and further isolation from the global
community should it proceed to
launch a rocket which the United
States and its allies regarded as pro-
vocative pretext for developing an
intercontinental ballistic missiles..

The Philippines together with
South Korea and Japan—the coun-
tries near the North Korean rocket’s
projected trajectory —has declared
no-sail-no-fly zones in areas where
rocket debris were mostly likely to
cause havoc. This was the best the
Philippines could do being below
par in the league of Japan and South
Korea that have the capability of in-
tercepting an off-course rocket.

Aside perhaps from China, no
one in the world could put neither
rhymenorreason why onearth could
a country so communist and so im-
poverished waste so much money —
estimated to be in the neighborhood
of one billion US dollars —for a fire-
cracker. “North Korea is all about
ceremony and stature and grand,
symbolic gestures,” said Tate Nurkin,
director at Jane’s Strategic Advisory
Service of the United Kingdom.

The North Korean “fire-
cracker” has blown off to smith-
ereensjust minutes into blastoff
from the Soehae launching site

6&5(/&&'&/ ,j/

near North Korea’s border with
China, at 7:39 in the morning

of April 13, 2012. Government
officials in Japan reported that

the 3-stage North Korean rocket
broke up at an altitude of 400,000
feet and scattered into four pieces at
international waters in the sea west
of the Korean Peninsula.

The rocket launch was obviously
meantasashowcase of patriotic pride
to coincide with the celebration of the
100th anniversary of the country’s
founder, KimIl-sung, the grandfather
of the new leader, Kim Jung-un, who
hasrecently been elevated to the high-
estlevels ochhe political hierarchy. But
itturned outa humiliatingembarrass-
ment and a propaganda catastrophe.
This is the third inarow. North Korea
hasalready attempted twice tolaunch
rockets into orbit—first in 1998 and
second in2009. According toreports,
both failed to reach the required
altitudes and instead disintegrated
their payloads into the sea. But of
course, NOKORsstill reports that until
today those satellites are still in orbit,
broadcasting patriotic songs, which
they only can tell.

While some observers say that
the botched satellite launch was

NOTE

meant as a propaganda to boost the
communist hold on power, others
are of the belief that thick wads of
money have passed into the hands
of corrupt officials under the veiled
red bureaucracy —which makes one
think that highly propagandized
ideological or even philosophical
principles do, at the end of the day,
end up being just a convenient cover
of greed and self-indulgence. Here-
abouts, there are important lessons
to learn especially in a society that
has long been waddling in a mud of
continuing corruption and the devi-
ous political face of greed.

This issue opens with Honey
Beso’s “The growing calls for PNoy
to implement asset reform laws se-
riously”. Our staff writer, Fr. Euly
Belizar, writes our cover story where
he unequivocally points at morality
astheroot of the environmental crisis
inthe country, “for our moral malaise
is easily seen in the collective self-
ishness, disregard for the other and
dishonesty thatcharacterize environ-
mental degradation.” Read on.
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NASSA National
Director and Manila
Auxiliary Bishop Brod-
erick Pabillo explains to
forum participants the
rationale behind
Kilusang 99%.

Photo courtesy of CBCP-NASSA

IMPACT - April 2012




ARMICIEES

THE GROWING CALLS FOR PNOY TO
IMPLEMENT ASSET REFORM LAWS SERIOUSLY

By Honey P. Beso/NASSA

FTER holding presidency for

nearly two years, President Be-

nigno “Noynoy” Aquino has yet
to show tangible programs to prove his
sincerity to steer the country away from
debilitating poverty brought about by
injustice and corruption.

The government has allocated bil-
lions of pesos funding temporary relief
services like 4Ps, Pantawid Pasada, and
other short-ranging programs to ease the
burden of high prices of commodities and
transportation.

However, ithas been found negligent
in supporting asset reform laws that are
expected to unshackle millions of poor
Filipinos from poverty.

In an Asset Reform Forum orga-
nized by Kilusang 99% on March 28
at the Association of Marine Officers
and Seamen’s Union of the Philippines
(AMOSUP) in Intramuros, around 190
leaders representing 11 organizations from
the urban poor, farmer, fisherfolk, laborer
and indigenous people’s sectors bemoaned
the government’s lax attitude towards the
implementation of the existing assetreform
laws, like CARPER, Indigenous People’s
Rights Act (IPRA), Urban Development
Housing Act (UDHA) and the Fisheries
Code of the Philippines.

Quite the reverse, the government
has allowed drastic budget cuts in some of
these programs while aggressively push-
ing for projects that contradict the spirit
of these laws.

The forum, themed “Tunay na Re-
porma Ipatupad! Katarungang Panlipunan
Para sa Lahat”, was able to document
various experiences of the basic sectors in
terms of the government’s performance in
the implementation of said laws.

CARPER in critical condition

Joan Fernandez, representative of
Katarungan farmers’ group, bared the
perilous state of CARPER as it nears its
termination in 2014.

Out of the total 383,515 hectares
targeted for distribution between July
2009 to December 2011, the Department
of Agrarian Reform was only able to

distribute 175,545 hectares. There still
remains more than 800,000 hectares that
should be given to farmers before the law
expires in 2014.

Fernandez attributed DAR’s dismal
performance partly to the budget cuts im-
posed by Congress that swipes half of the
fund needed for proper implementation of
the program.

She said the department also suffers
from inertia because of the administra-
tion’s apparent lack of support for agrarian
reform.

In late 2011, the plan of the execu-
tive to merge DAR with the Department
of Agriculture and Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources surfaced
that triggered a general objection from its
employees. Many ascribe the scheduled
dissolutionof DAR to PNoy’s indifference
to CARP, who has yet to speak on the issue
of Hacienda Luisita.

Failure to stop entry of destructive
projects in ancestral lands

“The Indigenous People’s Rights
Act has been in existence for 14 years,
but until now, the right of the indigenous
peoples to their ancestral land is still not
being upheld,” declared Ramcy Astovesa,
an Agta and Executive Director of Tribal
Center for Development.

According to him, there are many
government agencies created for the pro-
tection of the rights of IPs, but nearly every
one failed in their mandates.

Nap Buendicho, also an Agta tribal
governor in Quezon, shared that most
employees of the National Commission
on Indigenous People (NCIP) are not even
conversant on the provisions of IPRA,
much more the meaning of Free Prior and
Informed Consent or FPIC.

“Most of the time, the government
officials are themselves involved in the
selling of ancestral lands to corporations,”
Buendicho lamented.

Possession of Certificate of An-
cestral Domain Title (CADT) — the main
tenural instrument for the IPs canno longer
guarantee one’s security in the land.

“Even those tribes who were award-
edwith CADT or CALT arestill helpless in
preventing the entry of corporations with
vested interests in their ancestral domains,”

Astovesa said.

Aborted enfranchisement of fisherfolks
under Fisheries Code

Just like the farmers and indigenous
people, the fisherfolks suffer whenever the
environment—their immediate source of
income, are damaged or abused. Activities
like large-scale fishing especially within
protected areas and use of explosives or
blast fishing are those that damage the
water resources.

The Fisheries Code of the Philip-
pines provides several mechanisms to
protect the Philippine waters through the
empowerment of the fishefolks under the
Fisheries and Aquatic Resource Manage-
ment Councils (FARMC). FARMC s con-
sidered to be the highpoint of the program.
It allows for the representation of farmers
in the council with other stakeholders in
the communities, like the women and the
youth and the local government officials.
Here, the council members are supposed
to deliberate the preservation and sustain-
able use of fishing grounds as well as the
development of the fisherfolks’ sector.

But contrary to what was expected,
the FARMC was unsuccessful in strength-
ening the voice of the fishefolks because
those elected to the leadership post do
not usually come from the sector itself.
Rafael “Ka Raffy” Oliveras of Bigkis
Lakas Pilipinas, Inc, complained about
the absence of complimentary barangay
ordinance to implement the Fisheries Code
of the Philippines and of the limitations
of FARMC. “Its recommendatory status
[FARMCT] also renders it powerless to ef-
fectively monitor the implementation of
the law.” According to him, the mayor is
the one given the sole power to determine
the budget for operation and to approve
permits for foreign fishing companies.

Meanwhile, the fishefolks also suffer
from other problems like water siltation
due to waste, pollution of the sea and other
water ways due to chemical farming of
upland areas and mine tailings from min-
ing sites, influx of private fish ponds, and
extensive commercialization of coastal
communities granted to establishment of
exclusive resorts.

“If the government really wants to
safeguard the interest of the fisherfolks, it
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should start with the creation of a separate
department that will exclusively attend to
the development of our sector. It is time
that we have our own Department of Fish-
eries and Aquatic Resources,” Oliveras
declared.

Informal settlers still await relief of
UDHA

The urban poor sector, represented by
AdeloFlores of Homeowners Federation of
Northville and Southville, Inc., (HFNSI)
shared about the problems being faced by
their sector with regards the housing and
development program of the government.

“We were not given livelihood oppor-
tunities in relocation sites. Basic services
like water are also lacking, while others
have not yet received individual notices
of awards (INAs),” he explained.

Livelihood opportunities are an urgent
component of the program as its absence in
any relocation site will force awardees to
leave or sell their houses in search of jobs.

Flores also charged some officials of
the National Housing Authorities of fail-
ing to explain well the responsibilities of
beneficiaries as stated under the law. This
failure on the part of NHA often results to
the revocation of people’s INAs.

“Many beneficiaries now pay forhigher
transportation cost due to the distance of the
relocation site from their sources of liveli-
hood, and yet some officials in NHA field
offices cannot even assist them properly in
their basic needs,” Flores said.

Does government tolerate anti-labor
policies?

Aside from the asset reform programs
of the government, Kilusang 99%, also
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examined the labor policies of the Aquino
administration.

Gerardo “Ka Gerry” Rivera, president
of Philippine Airlines Employees’ Associa-
tion (PALEA)whoisnow locked inalabor
row with the Philippine Airlines, pointed
out the increasing trend of contractual
policies in the country.

Citing data from the Department of
Labor and Employment, Riveraexplained
that around 70% of the construction force
of the country work under a contractual
basis while more than 50% of hotel and
restaurant personnel are covered by the
same arrangement.

“The trend of contractualization in
the country has increased because of the
greed for profit of big corporations,” de-
clared Rivera.

“There are excessive revenues and
huge savings because contractual employ-
ees have low salaries, limited benefits,
deplorable work conditions, and are afraid
to put up labor unions that will push for
collective bargaining with the employers,”
he added.

Rivera explained that PAL tried to go
by this route to rake in more profits. “With
the spin-off program proposed by PAL
and upheld by the Aquino administration,
Lucio Tan is expected to earn an annual
profit of Php360 million, at the expense
of 2,400 workers,” he said.

Aside from PAL, a Korean shipyard,
“Hanjin” also practices the same labor
violation. Rivera said there are currently
21,000 contractual employees in Hanjin
who are forced to suffer nefarious work
conditions at the shipyard all the while
enduring the maltreatment of their Korean
employees.

But like PAL, Hanjin was also sup-
ported by DOLE in its refusal to disallow
the creation of unions that could protect
the rights of workers inside the shipyard.

Kilusang 99 vows to awaken 99% to
push for social reform

ManilaAuxiliary Bishop and National
Secretariat for Social Action (NASSA)
Director, Broderick Pabillo, explained the
objective of the forum to unify the calls of
the varying sectors.

“Our basic sectors have long been
complaining about the government’s lack
of support to the asset reform laws in the
country. But the problem is that they do
so individually—without looking at the
broader problems of the society”, Pabillo
explained.

“We have defective development
policies which are not pro-poor. They are
notinclusive and often have narrow under-
standing of genuine and people-centered
development,” he added.

Pabillo likewise expressed the need for
the sectors to come together. “The problem
of one sector is the problem of all because
our lives are interwoven.”

“Letuseducate and engageall Filipinos
for a meaningful social reform. Let us not
allow the 1% of the population to exercise
exclusive control of the country’s resources.
Let us awaken the 99% to become a force
for social reform,” Pabillo declared.

(Kilusang 99% is circulating a Manifesto
thatenumerates a number of proposals for
social reform. For those who want to be
part of the movement or to get a copy of
the Manifesto, please email the secretariat
at kilusangninetynine@yahoo.com.)

PhOLO CoUrtesy of CBCP-NASSA
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MINING IN THE PHILIPPINES

A TALE OF TWO POWERS
(38rd of three parts)

By Charles Avila

The Essence of Stewardship

In essence, if we understand steward-
ship properly we mustassert: mining proj-
ects that cannot absorb the environmental
and social costs of modern responsible
mining shall not be allowed to proceed.

Stewardship understood in this way
means primarily the preservation and
conservation of nature. However, it does
not in any way preclude the creative trans-
formation of nature, represented by human
ingenuity and technology. In performing
this task, however, human beings must
recognize that they can only proceed within
a certain limit and that the resources with
which they must work are not necessarily
inexhaustible.

Thus, stewardship—to the chagrin of
many—entails, more than anything else,

FIET

restraint and responsibility in the use of
our natural resources. No matter how
human beings may progress in science,
freedom, and power, they should not dare
abuse thisresponsibility and inthe process
contradict their own human nature with the
consequence of destroying themselves and
their environment.

Nature isto be creatively transformed
but not to be relentlessly exploited. The
sloganshouldbe, “Need rather than greed.”
We mustnot encourage people to wantonly
engage in activities without taking into
consideration risks and negative conse-
quences. Local governments that readily
allowrare-earth-elements-seeking foreign
companies to haul off hills and lands for
the sake of immediate revenue windfalls
must be stopped by people and state from
their utter madness.

Who will foot the bill for researches
and applications in the area of footprint

reduction, innovations in waste manage-
ment, mine closure and rehabilitation,
and ecosystem risk management? Can a
company extract millions of tons of rock
from the Earth and still manage to be a
friend of the environment? How is that
going to be done?

And is it good enough merely to
"contain" mining's toxic by-products in-
definitely, as current ‘green’ mining com-
panies do? And should there not be utter
transparency in reporting toxic mining
waste, in the methods used for battling
AMD, and maintaining dam integrity and
passing the so-called 100-year flood tests?
While sustainable mining looks good on
paper, the industry may still have some
way to go before it can be considered even
truly safe and green.! How real and true
and effective is a Norwegian Company’s
claim of adopting green mining in its
Mindoro operation??

Volume 46 « Number 4
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The More Urgent Questions

Allthese questions are real and urgent.
But to most ordinary people in the ambit
of mining companies’ambitions, problems
close to their skin are even more urgent
than others. Imagine you are now Mang
Ando or Aling Sion or Noy Miano or
some other ordinary folk. Imagine that a
foreign corporation arrived one day with
your national government’s blessing and
seized your home; destroyed your local
store, local farms and gardens, your church,
your favorite park; polluted your drinking
and bathing water; created hazardous waste
dumps throughout your town; blocked your
efforts to seek justice through the courts;
and bankrolled the police who threatened,
tortured, raped, and killed family and
friends for trying to resist this destruc-
tion of your way of life, promised your
local government more revenues and then
twisted the arms of some national agencies
to give it more tax holidays than the total
duration of the mining operation. Would
you not say that we’d have a few serious
ethical questions in our hands?

Yet, not I, not the Bastes Commission
in Rapu-Rapu but the United Nations,
and international and local NGOs have
independently identified such human
rights abuses associated with an increasing
number of mining operations and which the
CBCP as a body is so concerned about.

A Code of Ethics

And yet, “down under” where big
mining companies come from, there is
what is called the Australasian Institute
of Mining and Metallurgy, founded in
1893 and incorporated by Royal Charter
in 1955, which includes an assemblage
of scientists, engineers, technologists,
geologists and other geoscientists, min-
ing engineers and metallurgists, also
other professional and para-professional
groups who are engaged in or associated
with the industries; and students who are
preparing for careers in the industries,
all of whom have committed to and are
required under their By-law 30 to comply
with their Code of Ethics and with the
Code for Consultants when practicing
as such.

It may suffice to underscore the
very first rule, which they explain and |
hereunder quote at length.

“The responsibility of members for
the welfare, health and safety of the com-
munity shall at all times come before
their responsibility to the profession, to
sectional or private interests, or to other
members.
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“The principle here is that the inter-
ests of the community have priority over
the interests of others. It follows that a
member:

a. shall avoid assignments that may
create a conflict between the interests
of his client or employer and the public
interest;

b. shall work in conformity with
acceptable technological standards and
not in such a manner as to jeopardize the
public welfare, health or safety;

c. shall endeavor at all times to main-
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tain technological services essential to
public welfare;

d. shall in the course of his profes-
sional life endeavor to promote the well-
being of the community. If his judgment is
over-ruled in this matter he should inform
his client or employer of the possible con-
sequences (and, if appropriate, notify the
proper authority of the situation);

e. shall, if he considers that by so
doing he can constructively advance the
well-being of the community, contribute
to public discussion on scientific and
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technological matters in his area of com-
petence.”

When you read such linesina Code
of Ethics subscribed to by Australian
firms, you should not be faulted if you
start wondering whether they have one
word or whether they have, in fact, a
double standard of behavior —one for the
home front and another one for invest-
ments abroad. Would they do or notdo in
their home countries what they so easily
do or not do in our country? Again, we
Filipinos would have no one to blame
but ourselves if we did not know any
better, if we so easily take as gospel truth
the grandiose pronouncements of for-
eign propagandists, especially the ones
we so hospitably allowed to infiltrate
our society and many of our officials’
thinking on matters of patriotic concern
and national interest. In any case, be-
cause we should not be inventing the
wheel all over again, we just have to be
smart and adopt best practices already
found abroad and insist on their being
implemented here. The DENR and the
MGB have no lack of knowledge and
expertise regarding these matters. But
are they now free from captivity?

Anytime now the Aquino cabinet-
level study group for policy and admin-
istrative reforms in mining will bring
out their report and recommendations.
While waiting for it, the administration
all but seemed 100 percent gung ho for
more of the same—until last week. The
church side for its part urged nothing

less than a moratorium on mining for
as long as there were serious envi-
ronmental risks not yet satisfactorily
addressed.

When is Mining an Exercise in Re-
sponsible Stewardship?

After somany more pages have been
added to the literature on this debate |
hope we do not lose sight of the basic
question: when is mining an exercise in
responsible stewardship? The Sorsogon
Bishop had some suggestions:

* When the site on which mining
is conducted is suitable, that is, one
that has low permeability foundations,
poor quality groundwater and a stable
geomorphic environment.

* When, in the process of mining,
the ecological balance is not destroyed,
that is: there is no harm to essential bio-
diversity; the air and the water are not
contaminated by toxic wastes (there is
strict enforcement of pollution control
measures); there is no serious harm and
injury to human health.

* When social justice is served: the
main benefits of mining redound to our
country and not just to foreign mining
interests; our nationals are given prefer-
ence in the employment of personnel;
taxes due to the government are paid
honestly by the mining company; the
working conditions are healthy and
safety measures are in place, and all
kinds of necessary insurance for the
physical well-being of the workers

are provided; just wages and benefits
required by the labor code are given by
the mining company to their employees,
including bargaining agreements and
recognition of their right to strike.

* When the capitalization of the proj-
ect is in accordance with the proportion
prescribed by law and local capital is ac-
corded a level playing field, e.g., noundue
advantages and benefits are granted to
foreign capitalists to the prejudice of the
locals.

* When cultural values are not sac-
rificed under the guise of development,
i.e. the industry does not conflict with
traditional cultures which are in harmony
with nature.

* When ancestral lands are not ex-
propriated without just compensation, or
in utter disregard for religious sensibili-
ties.

* When extreme care is taken to
prevent or at least minimize the risk of
serious accidents, as the damage to the
environment or human health could be
irreversible. It is necessary to create in-
struments for monitoring and controlling
both local and transnational operations
with mineral reserves which might result
in heavy dangers for the life of future
generations.

* When population displacement en-
gendered by mining operations, if neces-
sary and inevitable, is delicately managed
through humane and equitable relocation,
and better conducted without physical
force and violence, as much as possible,
but rather in the context of reasonable and
peaceful dialogue.

* Most of all, when the “advantages”
that are envisioned by such exploration
and exploitation of nature must not be
confined to only a few but should rather
reach the majority they are meant to
benefit.

Let me underscore the present situa-
tion in our country that needs to find new
ways of thinking and new ways of planning
and controlling mining activities. A con-
siderable improvement of ethical climate
in our country is needed and I hope some
of the principles of geo-ethics that we
have discussed here will go a long way
to helping in dispelling muddled thinking
and giving us all new clarity of direction.
It is not always easy. Il

* Green Living Enterprises, a division of Key Publishers
Company Ltd.

2“Intex adopts 'green mining' concept in its Mindoro nickel
project”, Manila Bulletin, September 23, 2011,
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A GLOBAL MOVEMENT T0 CREATE A NONVIOLENT WORLD

By Robert J. Burrowes

n 11 November 2011, the 93rd

anniversary of the armistice of

World War 1, a new movement to
end human violence was launched around
the world. 'The People's Charter to Cre-
ate a Nonviolent World' was launched
simultaneously in Australia, Malaysia,
the Philippines and the United States and
has already gained signatories in twenty-
seven countries.

The aim of the Nonviolence Charter
is to create a worldwide movement to end
violence in all of its forms. According to
Anahata Giri, the Charter gives voice to
the millions of ordinary people around the
world who want an end to war, domestic
violence, oppression, economic exploi-
tation, environmental destruction, and
violence of all other kinds. The Charter
is also designed to support and unite the
courageous nonviolent struggles of ordi-
nary people all over the world.

People who wish to join the move-
ment are invited to sign a pledge to take
personal action to progressively eliminate
the violence they inflict on themselves,
others and the Earth, and to engage in acts
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of nonviolent resistance to bring about a
nonviolent future.

Areport fromalaunch organizerinthe
United States, Tom Shea, included photos
taken by fellow organizer Leonard Eiger.
The launch, which took place in Seattle,
involved several groups: the Ground Zero
Center for Nonviolent Action, the Puget
Sound Nuclear Weapons Free Zone Decla-
ration, Seattle Veterans For Peace Chapter
92, Collective Voices for Peace USA,
Collective Voces Ecologiacas Panama,
and the Buddhist Peace Fellowship Seattle
Chapter. Tom reported that it was a great
gathering.

After amoment of silence at Seattle’s
Wall of Remembrance (which lists the
names of Washington State military killed
in major US Wars), Tom reported, 'we
began our spoken presence'. Even amid a
coldrain, over twenty people representing
abroad variety of peace people assembled.
These included four from Occupy Seattle
(two of whom were dressed in military
garb), the Colgans—who’ve been hold-
ing a vigil in front of the Seattle Federal
Building every Tuesday since 2004, in
honor oftheir son killed in Iraq—a woman
in a wheelchair and the Buddhist chair of
the Seattle Peace Team (a group that does

Pholo courtesy of Robert J. Burrowes

training and is active as peacekeepers in
places of conflict in town). "We spoke
briefly about The Charter, how individuals
can participate ... and shared information
about six of the groups present.'

Thelaunch in Malaysia was organized
by the International Movement for A Just
World (JUST International) and was held
as part of the Inter-civilizational Youth
Engagement Program (IYEP) 5 held at
the Shah’s Village Hotel in Petaling Jaya,
Selangor. It was organized by Professor
Chandra Muzaffar, Helen Ng and Nurul
Haida Dzulkifli.

On arrival, guests were welcomed,
shown the video 'Do unto others'and given
hand-made poppies. This was followed
by dance performances of the Indonesian
'"Thousand Hands Dance' and the Korean
'Sorry Sorry', the music video "Wonderful
World', and the poem 'l Want to See What
I Saw Again'. Guests then heard a talk
by Dato Dr. Shad Saleem Faruqi on 'The
Violence of Capital Punishment', a guitar
performance of 'That’s Why I Love You',
a drama performance of '500 Days of Vio-
lence', a talk and video by Mr. Khampi on
the Zomi Education Centre for Myanmar
Refugees, before the song 'We Are The
World'. Finally, 'The People’s Charter
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to Create a Nonviolent World' was read
out, with the dramatization of selective
clauses, the pledge was taken, the Charter
was signed and poppies were placed on a
'field' on their Charter banner.

In the Philippines, the launch took
place in ten barangay (village) halls in
Quezon province and involved the pray-
ing of the rosary and lighting of eleven
candles. It was organized by Dr. Tess
Ramiro who is Director of the main non-
violence organization in the Philippines,
Aksyon parasa Kapayapaan at Katarungan
(Action for Peace and Justice)—Center
for Active Nonviolence, at the Pius XII
Catholic Center in Manila. In her report,
Tess indicated that, according to the base
groups, the activity was very successful.
One base group alone reported an atten-
dance of 100 persons and the event was
supported by the parish priest.

The launch in Melbourne, Australia,
was organized by Anahata Giri, Anita
McKone and myself. Eight ordinary people
spoke about why they are going to work to
end human violence and what they are go-
ing to be doing differently from now on.

The speakersincluded adiverserange
ofpeople from various ethnic and religious
backgrounds including Samah Sabawi, a
Palestinian born in Gaza; Kijana Majok
Piel, a Sudanese Muslim who spent 17
years living in a refugee camp in Kenya;
Karen Thompson-Anderson, who teaches
nonviolentcommunication; Frank Ruanjie,
a Chinese pro-democracy activist now ex-
iledin Australia; Tenzin Lobsang, a Tibetan
Buddhist who fled Tibet as a child; John
McKenna who relies on a wheelchair for
his mobility and works with intellectually

disabled people; Isabelle Skaburskis, a
Canadian woman who did rehabilitation
work (yoga therapy) with women and chil-
dren who had been sexually trafficked in
Cambodia; and Annie Whitlocke, a woman
of Jewish heritage who has suffered much
violence throughout her childhood and
married life.

The launch also featured Samah
Sabawi performing her evocative poems
'The Liberation Anthem' and 'A Confes-
sion' (which was accompanied by sound
effects, including a recording of the Israeli
bombing of Gaza during Operation Cast
Lead, managed by her nephew Omer El-
saafin). Tenzing Yeshi sang his powerful
song 'Cho Sum Mirik' about the life of His
Holiness 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet. Anita
and Anahata sang 'Freedom for Palestine/
Everyone', and 'We Sing Nonviolence'
written by Anita specifically forthe Charter
launch.

My own talk, explaining the purpose
of the Nonviolence Charter, included the
following words:

'So what is unique about "The Peo-
ple’s Charter to Create a Nonviolent
World"? The People’s Charter is an at-
tempt to put the focus on human violence
as the pre-eminent problem faced by our
species, to identify all of the major mani-
festations of this violence, and to identify
ways to tackle all of these manifestations
of violence in a systematic and strategic
manner. It is an attempt to put the focus
on the fundamental cause—the violence
we adults inflict on children—and to stress
the importance of dealing with that cause.
(See "Why Violence?' http://tinyurl.com/
whyviolence) It is an attempt to focus

on what you and l—that is, ordinary
people—can do to end human violence,
and "The People’s Charter" invites us to
pledge to make that effort. It is an attempt,
as Anahata said to me the other day, to
combine the deeply personal with the
deeply global: to listen to our deep inner
selves to restore humanity. And it is an
attempt to provide a focal point around
which we can mobilize with a sense of
shared commitment with people from all
overtheworld. In short, as of tonight, itisa
new, worldwide movement and its specific
focus is ending human violence....

'So, together with people in Malaysia,
the Philippines and the United States,
tonight many of us will choose to pledge
ourselves to a new, concerted and world-
wide effort to end human violence, in all
of its manifestations, for all time.

'This is undoubtedly a monumental
endeavor. Perhaps, it is the greatest en-
deavor in human history. I feel privileged
to share it with you all. And I love you all
for making that endeavor....

'We are committed to leave here to-
night to struggle to end human violence.
In my view, there can be no greater calling
than this. Whatever our differences, end-
ing human violence is our compelling and
unifying dream.' You canread 'The People's
Charter to Create a Nonviolent World'
and, if it feels right to you, sign the pledge
at http://thepeoplesnonviolencecharter.
wordpress.com.

(Robert J. Burrowes is one of those who
initiated the launch ofa““Charter to Create
aNon-ViolentWorld”. He may be reached
at: flametree@riseup.net)
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Europe battles hate crimes
against Christians

Vilification, violence and discrimination are
still a reality in the 21st century.

By Béatrice Stevenson

hatwas the most vilified religion
in Scotland in 2010-2011? Not
Islam—only 2.1 percent of re-

ligious hate crimes were directed against
Muslims. Not Judaism—only 2.3 percent
were directed against Jews. According to
a report by the Scottish government, 95
percent of all religious hate crimes were
directed against Christians.

"These statistics show the shameful
reality of religious hate crime in Scot-
land,” the Minister for Community Safety,
Roseanna Cunningham, declared last year.
“Likeracism, this kind of behaviour simply
shouldn't be happening in a modern Scot-
land but sadly, it seems there are still those
who think hatred on the basis of religion
is acceptable.”

Christians are also the targets of most re-
ligious hatecrimesin France. Areportreleased
last year showed that 84 percent of cases of
religious vandalism had targeted Christian
sitesin2010—anincrease of 96 percentintwo
years. Two hundred and fourteen cemeteries
were vandalized, along with 272 chapels, 26
war memorials and 10 crosses.

Christian monuments are not the only
targets. Earlier this month the hacker group
Anonymous crashed the Vatican website,
leaving a message: “Anonymous decided
today to besiege your site in response to the
doctrine, to the liturgies, to the absurd and
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anachronistic concepts that your for-profit
organization spreads around the world."

The Observatory on Intolerance and
Discrimination against Christians, an
Austrian NGO, documents the growing
problem of Christian persecutionin Europe
in a recently-released annual report.

According to its director, Dr. Gudrun
Kugler, all Christian denominations in
Europe face “a broad phenomena of intol-
erance and discrimination caused by those
who reject and disrespect Christianity as
a whole: radical lobbies which have gone
overboard, seeking to limit the practice of
the Christian religion and with it funda-
mental rights and freedoms.”

Is she over-dramatizing the issue?
Dr. Kugler responds that many religious
leadersand politicians in Europe have been
hitting the alarm bell.

Last year Metropolitan Hilarion Al-
feyev, a senior Russian Orthodox prelate
withaPhD from Oxford, warned that there
is a “basic danger of attempting to use
religious diversity as an excuse to exclude
signs of Christian civilization from the pub-
lic and political realities of the continent,
as though this would make our continent
friendlier towards non-Christians.”

And aMuslim government minister in
the UK, Baroness Sayeeda Warsi, admit-
ted that Christianity was under siege by
militant secularism in a landmark speech
earlier this year.

“I'seeitin United Kingdom and I see it

in Europe: spirituality suppressed; divinity
downgraded... atits core and inits instincts
[militant secularism] is deeply intolerant.
Itdemonstrates similar traits to totalitarian
regimes—denying people the right to a
religious identity and failing to understand
the relationship between religious loyalty
and loyalty to the state.”

Dr. Kugler admits that the hardships
faced by European Christians are minor
compared to the daily threats of murder,
beating, imprisonment and torture in
countries like Pakistan or Saudi Arabia.
But, she says, “History teaches to address
injustices before they become a slippery
slope towards even greater injustices.”

Dr. Kugler says that the growing intoler-
ance and discrimination take several forms.

Human rights violations and dis-
crimination. Christian are being denied
the right to educate their children when
there is a conflict between the parents’
convictions and state required sex educa-
tion. The Catholic Church had to shut
downadoption agencies in the UK because
they were being forced to accept same-sex
couples as adoptive parents.

Workplace discrimination. French
pharmacists are required to sell the “morning
after” pill which causes an early abortion.
Midwivesandnursesin Scotland mustoversee
abortions. Workers in the UK are threatened
with dismissal for wearing crosses.

Marginalization and negative ste-
reotyping. The media is constantly pro-
jecting hostile images of Christians and
Christian values. The Norwegian killer
Andres Breivik was instantaneously and
wrongly called a “Christian fundamental-
ist” even though he had no connections
with any mainstream Christian churches.
Last July the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe even passed a

wwww.carmelite.org
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resolution to “encourage the media not to
spread prejudices against Christians and
to combat negative stereotyping”.

Hate crimes. Violence against Christian
sites and clerics is becoming more common.
Churches, shrines and cemeteries are often
torched ordesecrated. “Itisindisputable that
hate crimes against Christians occur in the
OSCEregion,” Janez Lenar¢ic, ofthe OSCE
Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights, told a conference in Rome
last year. “Such attacks instill fear, not just
in the individuals they target directly, but
also in the wider community, particularly
where the Christian community in question
belongs to a minority.”

But if most European countries are at
leastnominally Christian, isn’titridiculous
totalk aboutavilified minority? Wrong, says
Dr. Kugler. Itis notnominal Christians who
are getting the sharp end of the stick, but
people who take the precepts of Christianity
seriously. And these are a minority.

“South African blacks were not a mi-
nority when they suffered from apartheid.
Also women always constituted a majority
in history. Rocco Buttiglione was not ac-
cepted as an EU commissioner due to his
adherence to Christianity, the majority faith.
Itistruethat intolerance and discrimination
more oftenaffectminorities. More essential
than numbers is power: who sets the tone,
who is listened to, and who creates the
agenda. Every day Europe’s majority faith
is being treated disrespectfully; its faithful
are faced with hostility and cultural animos-
ity; and its free exercise is confronted with
unjust limitations.”

Amazingly, statistics on “Christiano-
phobia” are sketchy, a failure which Dr.
Kugler’s group is trying to set right. It acts
as a clearinghouse, logging incidents of
discriminationand intolerance which have
been reported in the media.

As she points out, people need to know
these grim stories to ensure that history
does notrepeat itself. In 2010, graffiti at the
University of Barcelona sparked a minor
controversy in Spain. ““Los cristianos son
comoratas. Apuntabien,” itsaid. “Christian
are likerats. Shoot straight.” This happened
in a country where thousands of Christians
were shot like rats in the Spanish Civil War
justbecause they wentto Mass. Europe can-
not afford to let this happen ever again.ll

(Béatrice Stevenson is a French history
student and research assistant for The
Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimi-
nation against Christians. This article is
printed here under arepublishing arrange-
ment with Mercatornet.)
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(From left): Prof. Leo Ortiz, Dr. Tess Ramiro, Dr. Jimmy Cempron, Msgr. Joselito Asis, Prof. Alben Bartolome and Dr. Emil Hudtohan. (Not in the

photo is Dr. Sammy Yap)

Running the Parish as a Human Enterprise

By Tess V. Ramiro, PhD

ast March 22 and 23, 2012, the

Center for Professional Develop-

ment for Business and Econom-
ics (CPDBE) of De La Salle University
College of Business, in cooperation with
the Catholic Bishops Conference of the
Philippines launched its promotional train-
ing program for parish priests on Pastoral
Management: Running the Parish as a
Human Enterprise.

The goal of the said Program is to
“expose parish priests to contemporary
models of development for leadership and
management competencies in the context
of their ministry in the dioceses in the
Philippines.” The launch, according to the
lead Consultant of the said Program, Dr.
Jimmy Cempron, “also intended to collect
insights on the competency development
needs of priests and identify trends in run-
ning a parish as a human enterprise in the
post-Vatican II period at the beginning of
the 21st century.”

During the said two-day training-
seminar, the participants—made up of 7
priests from the Diocese of Daet, 14 from
the military ordinariate and 13 from the dif-
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The team of consultants together with some of the part|C|pants in the two-day seminar.

ferent parishes in Metro Manila—revisited
the fundamentals of management and su-
pervision as applied to the services in the
parishes, the formation of basic ecclesial
communities and networks, the dynamics
of communication, management of human,
financial and informational resources in
the parish as well as exposed the priests
to the personal and social development
challenges.

The processes of the Program includ-
ed, among others: question-and-answer
fora, group sharing, responding to sets of
questionnaire, group games and undertak-
ing energizing activities.

The Program came about after several
focused group discussions undertaken by
the CPDBE since July-August 2011 with
several lay people and priests who were

consulted on the possible content of the
Program, several meetings with invited
consultants, dialogue with the current
CBCP Secretary General Msgr. Joselito
Asis, JCD and Assistant Secretary General
Fr. Marvin Mejia. The program was pre-
sented to their bishops during their plenary
assembly last January 30, 2012.

With the launch successfully con-
cluded, the consultants who teamed up for
the training—Drs. Jimmy Cempron Emil
Hudtohan, Tess Ramiro, Sammy Yap and
Profs. Leo Ortiz and Alben Bartolome—
hope that the De La Salle’s CPDBE, in
collaboration with Msgr. Joselito Asis,
Secretary General of the CBCP, will
continue providing service to the Catholic
Church via the further training and update
of the parish priests.

"Photo courtesy of Tess Ramiro \.\_
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By Roy Cimagala

" ow can you believe, when you

Haccept praise from one another

and do not seek the praise that

comes from the only God?” The word of
the Lord. (Jn 5,44)

These words remind us that whatreally
matters is what God says, and not so much
whatwe say, nomatter how wide the consen-
sus we may have about a certain issue.

We have to be wary of our tendency
to supplant God’s word with our word, to
replace God’s will with our will. These
days, this tendency is reinforced by the
almost mindless recourse to surveys and
popularity ratings that at best are done
tendentiously since they are resorted to
with some selfish, manipulative motives
in mind.

Neutrality and objectivity barely fig-
ure in these exercises. Much less, charity.
They are often arrested and conscripted by
elements with hidden agenda. Despite the
heavy guises of civility, the fangs and the
claws of malice can hardly be hidden. It’s
hardly about the search for truth and justice.
It’s more for furthering one’s interests.

God is thrown out of the picture, and
only human forces and reason are made to
play. The intentions are highly suspicious.
Survey-making is more for market-testing
than anything else. It’s used when it is
thought to be beneficial to the user.

Those behind them—financiers, back-
ers, sponsors, propagandists, etc.—already
have some designs to suit their purposes.
Their biases and prejudices are very

much inputted into their survey-making.
Especially when the issues are political or
ideological, the people involved are likely
to be very partisan and conspirational.

That’s why they look for the favorable
timing, the concurring state of public opin-
ion, and other sympathetic circumstances
before they run the surveys. And it is not
unthinkable that the ulterior motive for the
surveys is to rabble-rouse, to appeal to the
sentiments and passions of the people in-
stead of looking for the truth in charity.

Have you seen comments of people in
blogs and the feedback sections of media
outfits about certain issues? Many of them
are unspeakably low and vulgar. More
than truth and fairness, what immediately
come out are sheer bias and lack of basic
manners. Can we expect much if we make
a survey of this kind of reactions?

If the issue is political, surveys can be
resorted to as part ofa demolition job. They
can be effective in demonizing opponents.
They are oftenused to inflame people’s pas-
sions. They are hardly used to help people
make dispassionate judgments.

If the issue is moral or ideological,
they are made to soften the impact of their
different if not aberrant positions, as if
truth is only a matter of numbers. This is
called the tyranny of the majority, of the
strong, of the privileged.

Thus, in issues like abortion, con-
traception, the RH bill, same-sex unions,
etc., surveys are made to somehow prove
that these things are already okey, since
a lot of people are practicing them. The
moral considerations are glossed over.
Worse, morality is now determined by

popularity.

The next time we are presented with
survey results and popularity ratings, we
should take them with a grain of salt. We
should not be taken by them at prima
facie. We need to make a closer look, and
most likely we can detect the flaws, some
of them so significant as to invalidate the
results.

But beyond this wobbly character of
surveys and popularity ratings, we have
to learn to bring whatever issue, concern,
problem or challenge we have to our prayer
always, and there ask for our Lord’s light
and wisdom even as we study it with utmost
serenity.

We have to be careful of making
instant and rash judgments without the
proper study, reflection and consultations
needed. Let’s remember what St. Paul
once said about how the spiritual man
can make the right judgments, how only
when one is with Christ can he make the
right judgments.

“The spiritual man judges all things,
and he himself is judged of no man. For
who has known the mind of the Lord, that
we may instruct him? But we have the
mind of Christ.” (1 Cor 2,15-16)

We should be wary when we use our
reason alone or, worse, our gut feel in as-
sessingissues. Without Christ, without faith,
without prayer and sacrifice, we are bound
to be indiscriminate and even cruel in our
personal judgments, let alone judgments
given by our institutions such as our legal
system.

We would notknow how to blend truth
with charity, justice with mercy.ll
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The roots of the environmental crisisylike its polztzml cout

By Fr. Eutiquio B. Belizar, Jr.,
SThD

to saving the environment? Blessed

John Paul IT would think so. In Re-
demptor Hominis, his first encyclical,
when he speaks of the necessary change
in the distribution of wealth and eco-
nomic transformations in the world, he
sees a component which is as necessary
to the economy as to the restoration or
positive transformation of our environ-
ment. He holds that the “difficult road of
the indispensable transformation of the

I s our collective conversion crucial
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structures of economic lifeisone onwhich
it will not be easy to go forward without
the intervention of a true conversion of
mind, will and heart” (RH 16). Then in
his apostolic exhortation Redemptionis
Donum, he speaks of a greater transfor-
mation of another economy, namely that
of salvation covering the cosmos or the
universe which defines our relationship
to our environment: “Essential to this
‘economy’ is the transformation of the
entire cosmos through the heart of man,
from within: ‘For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the sons
of God... (Rom 8:19) [RD 9]".

The roots of the environmental

the ‘collective selﬁshness, dzsregdrd ﬁ%’the other and dzs
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crisis, like its political counterpart, are
moral. For our moral malaise is easily
seen in the ‘collective selfishness, dis-
regard for the other and dishonesty’ that
characterize environmental degradation.
If this is so, then the solution must be
moral. The first step to the moral solu-
tion is conversion. Consequently, we
must aim at our own conversion and,
if we have already entered this process,
we must aim at our conversion to be
continuing. But why, we must ask. The
Savior’s action is enlightening. Before
he goes proclaiming the kingdom, he first
summons people to conversion. “This is
the time of fulfillment,” he says in the
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gospel of Mark. Then he outlines the
necessary response. “Repentand believe
in the Good News” (Mk 1:15). Conver-
sion or, in Greek, metanoia, means a
total about-face of mind and heart which
ultimately shows in new behavior. It is
a military word which encapsulates a
command to turn around from a direc-
tionwhich, in Christian viewpoint, leads
us away from God in order to return to
the Way who is Jesus Christ who alone
leads us to the Father (Jn 14:6).

There are therefore two moments
to conversion we must aim at. The first
is putting a stop to sin which in our case
means all environmental abuse we engage

’ £
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in, to follow the exhortation from the
letter to the Hebrews, “Let us be rid of
every encumbrance and especially of sin”
(Heb 12:1). The second moment is that
we must renew our discipleship. As we
leave sin, we must not leave a vacuum.
The only way to do this is to put Christ
where he belongs—at the center of our
life again. Again, to follow the letter to
the Hebrews, “Letus fix our eyes on Jesus
the founder of our faith and who will bring
it to completion” (Heb 12:2).

Pillars and Signposts of Conversion
to Christian Eco-Discipleship
Conversionis notabstract. Itis con-
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crete becauseitinvolves real and specific
actsand behavior. Itis personal because
itinvolves us as individuals, as families
and as communities who as persons
desire to follow and attach ourselves to
the Person of Jesus Christ the Savior.
And it is precisely as disciples of Jesus
Christ that we relate and behave towards
our environment and the ecological real-
ity the way we must. This relationship
is, in turn, shaped by convictions and
principles rooted in the Gospel of the
Master. If we are truly converted to the
Master, it will show in our commitment
to and a living out of these convictions,
as | hereunder set to clarify.

— P L. ’f‘a*
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The Environment is Creation Pointing
to the Good Creator

Genesis 1 tells us that God is the
Creator, the source and origin of all things,
living and non-living. This is a conviction
that pervades the Scriptures. The psalmist
exclaims: “How varied are your works,
Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them
all, the earth is full of your creatures” (Ps
104:24). Even the prophet Isaiah gives
voice to the Lord’s own protestation of
his absolute causality over creation: “Thus
says the Lord, your redeemer, who formed
you from the womb: ‘I am the Lord who
made all things, who alone stretched out
the heavens; when | spread out the earth,
who was with me?” (Is 44:24). In the very
nextchapter he repeats the assertion: “Thus
says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, his
maker: “You question me about my chil-
dren, or prescribe the work of my hands
for me! It was | who made the earth and
created mankind upon it; it was my hands
that stretched out the heavens; I gave the
order to all their host” (Is 45:11-12).

God’s causality over all creation
comes with another message: Creation
is good, it being a reflection of the God
who is good. St. Bonaventure calls God
as Bonum diffisivum sui, the (highest/
supreme) Good that overflows out ofitself.
The constant refrain of the first chapter of
Genesis supports this. “And God saw how
good it was” (Gen 1:4, 10, 12, 17, 22, 24)
speaks volumes of the goodness in God
and for this goodness having been shared
by his creatures to a lesser or greater de-
gree. Only after the creation of man and
woman does Genesis make a commentary
as God views his works: “God looked at
everything he had made and found it very
good” (Gen 1:31). God is most pleased
with his creation with man in it.

That all of creation is God’s has very
important consequences for the environ-
ment. First, it means that only God has ab-
solute ownership of creation. No creature,
not even man himself, can claim the same
absolute ownership over creation since
only God is responsible for everything
coming into being and for everything be-
ing maintained in its existence and destiny.
Second, human beings therefore are only
stewards of creation, tasked not only to
“subdue the earth” (Gen 1:28) but also
“to cultivate and care for it” (Gen 2:15).
When man acts as though he is absolute
owner ofany or part of God’s creation such
that he does with it as he pleases and not
according to God’s plan and purpose, he
turns his back on himself and does a dis-
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service to God. Third, if creation reflects
the goodness of the Creator, no one and
nothing has the right to destroy or deface
this goodness as, for example, through
pollution and mindless exploitation of the
environment.

Man is Creation’s Crown, Co-Creator
and Cooperator to God’s Plan

The Second Vatican Council’s Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World or Gaudium et Spes teaches that “all
things on earth must be related to human
persons as their center and crown” (GS
12). The psalmistagrees and affirms man’s
lofty stature in regard to other creatures:
“What are humans that you are mindful of
them, mere mortals that you should care
for them? You have made them little less
than a god and crowned them with glory
and honor. You have given them rule over
the works of your hands, put all things at
their feet” (Ps 8:5-7). This is because, at
the very outset, “God created man in his
image, in the divine image he created
him; male and female he created them”
(Gen 1:27).

That man is given the charge “to be
fruitful and multiply” as well as “fill the
earth and subdue it” (Gen 1:28) presup-
poses man before the fall, with God’s image
and likeness undefiled in him and thus be-
ing filled with his goodness. His dominion
over all creation by no means entitles him
to abuse it. It is rather a charge to be co-
creator with God who diffuses his goodness
into those he created. Man is therefore to
be responsible in diffusing good out of
himselfas God’s crown creation to his fel-
low creatures, the environment included.
Only when he becomes unfaithful to the
good God will man become capable of
doing evil on himself and on his fellow
creatures. Environmental abuse is one of
its manifestations.

Sin Defaces Man Who Defaces Creation
and the Environment

The fall of Adam and Eve speaks of
human sin as a rebellion against God and
that it has consequences on the environ-
ment. Outofadisordered desire to be God’s
equal, man allows the serpent to deceive
him into disobeying God’s will as symbol-
ized by the command not to touch the fruit
of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil (Gen 2:17; 3:4-7). Small wonder that
our Catechism class identifies the original
sin as a sin of pride and disobedience. The
sharing of the forbidden fruitbetween man
and woman spells not only the tragic act
of rebellion but also how sin infects and

wounds human interrelationships (Gen
3:6). But that is not all. Sin also wounds
man’s relationship with the rest of God’s
creation. Man is not only alienated from
woman (Gen 3:12). Both become alien-
ated from their fellow creatures and other
creatures from one another (Gen 3:12-19).
Although the serpent is later seen as a
representation of the devil, the references
to the accursed plight of the creature,
implying the natural antagonism between
man and beast, clearly teaches that the
destructiveness of man’s sin against God
has also impacted creation and, therefore,
the environment. The alienation of man
from the earth is especially dramatic. God
tells Adam who, while obeying his wife,
disobeyed their Creator: “Cursed be the
ground because of you! In toil shall you
eatitsyield all the days of your life. Thorns
and thistles shall it bring forth for you, as
you eat of the plants of the field. By the
sweat of your face shall you get bread to
eat, until you return to the ground from
which you were taken. For you are dirt
and to dirt youshall return” (Gen 3:17-20).
In a word, the horrors of environmental
abuse are traceable to the depths of our
human sinfulness. The destruction and
depredation that we cause and see on our
environment is a continuing manifestation
ofhow our alienation from God begets our
alienation from his creation.

What is also clear in the tragic story
of man’s sin and its destructive impact on
the environment is that, before it all came
to pass, there was an original harmony
between man and God’s other creatures.
Man and the rest of creation lived as a
community. Because sin has defaced this
sense of community, it has resulted in
man’s and the rest of creation’s mutual
alienation. Environmental depredation by
man is its fruit.

God’s Faithfulness is the Foundation
of our Hope

That God is a loving Deity is readily
seen in whathe does after man’s tragic fall.
He does not allow tragedy to have the final
say. He issues a promise that reverberates
throughout the history of salvation. To the
serpent he declares: “I will put an enmity
between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers. He will strike at
your head, while you strike at his heel”
(Gen3:15). There are two senses to these
words. The firstis the so-called ‘sensus
simplex’ or simple meaning. This
refers to the natural hostility
between humans and snakes
or beasts, a result of sin, but




UNEARTHING THE ROOTS OF OUR ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS

also as serving ultimately man’s sense of
safety and security. It naturally puts man
on the defensive against hostile creatures.
The second is, in the view of the Christian
faith, the ‘sensus plenior’ or fuller mean-
ing. This speaks of the opposition between
man and the devil as represented by the
serpent (Wis2:24;Jn 8:44;Rev 12:9;20:2)
which s to result in the ultimate victory of
an offspring of the woman, namely Jesus
Christ, overthe devil through Christ’s death
and resurrection. John the evangelist states
the Christian claim: “The Son of God ap-
peared that he might destroy the works
of the devil” (1 Jn 3:8).

Behind this victory
is God’s fidelity to his
word of promise.
It is this faithful-
ness that gives
humankind and
the environment
unmitigated
hope. The proof
of God’s faithful-
ness is the ap-
pearance of the
‘offspring’” who
stages an ex-
ecution of God’s
plan and work
of redemption.
The Redeemer’s
coming and actu-
ally crushing the
serpent by his
self-sacrifice is
theultimate rea-
son for our
hope.

Jesus Christ is Redeemer of Man and
all Creation
The coming of the Redeemer is an-
nounced not only by Genesis. Even the
prophet Isaiah declares what he foresees
would be the fruit of his work: “Then the
wolf will dwell with the lamb, the leopard
will take rest with the kid, the calf and lion
cub will feed together with a little child to
lead them. Befriending each other, the cow
and the bear will see their young ones lie
down together”
> (Is 11:6-7).

That is to say, the Messiah will restore
creation’s original harmony. He will, of
course, first restore man’s relationship
with God and with fellow human beings.
But the Messiah’s work of redemption also
has awesome consequences on nature and
the environment. For instance, from the lips
of Jesus the Master we hear how, during his
triumphal entrance to Jerusalem, he answers
the Pharisees’ command that he “rebuke”
his rejoicing disciples: “I tell you, if they
were to keep silent,

the rocks and stones

themselves will sing”

(Lk19:39-40).1n
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other words, the joy of his disciples at his
definitive action to go through his saving
death and resurrection in Jerusalem is the
joy of the environment as well. Both man
and the environment will reap the fruits of
redemption. In the theology of St. Paul we
learn that all creatures, humans and non-
humans, are interconnected in the fall as
well as in the rising and restoration. “For
creation awaits with eager expectation
the revelation of the children of God, for
creation was made subject to futility, not
of its own accord but because of the one
who subjected it, in hope that creation
itself would be set free from slavery
to corruption and share in the glorious
freedom of the children of God” (Rom
8:19-21).

Respect for Human Life and Dignity
Also Serves the Ecology

In Genesis God assigns to the lower
forms of creation man’s sustenance. This
we gather indirectly from his words to man:
“See, I give you every seed-bearing plant
all over the earth and every tree that has
seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food,
and to all the animals of the land, all the
birds of the air, and all the living creatures
that crawl on the ground, I give all the
green plants for food” (Gen 1:29-30). The
existence and well-being of these lower
creatures within the entire environment
have a direct co-relation to human life
and its sustenance. That is to say, if the
environment suffers, human life is put
in peril. One therefore sees as perfectly
logical Blessed John Paul II'’s teaching
that: “Respect for life and, above all for
the dignity of the human person, is the
ultimate guiding norm for any sound eco-
nomic, industrial or scientific progress”
and that “no peaceful society can neglect
either respect for life or the fact that there
is an integrity to creation” (1990 World
Day of Peace Message, no. 7). Another
consequence is the insight that human
abuse of the environment also means
disrespect for human life and human
dignity. For example, he who pollutes
and over-quarries the Suribao River may
be trying to earn a living for his family
through copra-making or maintaining a
gravel-and-sand business. But his action
directly causes contamination of the
river’s fish food and habitats as well as soil
erosion that destroys farms and the river
itself which are sources of life-sustaining
goods. One thing is clear therefore. That is
to say, the environmental abuser violates
human life in the same degree that, as John
the evangelist teaches, “he who has no
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love for his brother is a murderer” (1 Jn
4:15). On the other hand, one who truly
loves, respects human life and human
dignity, and one who does so, serves the
well-being of the environment.

Integrity of Creation Requires Integral
Development

Integrity means wholeness, perfec-
tion, flawlessness. Applied to creation,
itmeans serving the environment’s well-
being and over-all health so that it may
continue its purpose of being life’s source
of sustenance. When greed, selfishness,
disregard for others and dishonesty enter
the picture of environmental dynamics,
the integrity of creation suffers and is
directly threatened. Only when people
aim at total human development is the
integrity of creation also served. Total
or integral development is so called
because it covers not only the economic
or material welfare of peoples but also
of the other dimensions of their life
as well, such as the spiritual, cultural,
psychological and social aspects. It in-
cludes not only the individual but also
the community for the “good of one and
the good of all” intersect (Solicitudo
Rei Socialis, nn. 29, 38). If mining and
logging help add more income to some
poor workers but destroy the rivers, for-
ests and mountains that they share with
all other people, it is a one-dimensional
development, and a one-dimensional
development is fake.

Saving the Environment is Only Pos-
sible Through Solidarity (Realization
of Community Among Humankind and
God’s Creation)

Ialwaysremember a haunting song of
the 1960s by Peter and Gordon (Peter Asher
and Gordon Waller), attributed originally
to Paul McCartney and John Lennon but
which they entrusted to Peter and Gordon.
It was titled “World Without Love’. The
first verse is unforgettable: “Please lock
me away/ And don’t allow the day/ Here
inside where | hide with my loneliness/ |
don’t care what they say | won’t stay in a
world without love.” [ would tell myself:
“You won’t stay in a world without love?
Neither will I.” A world without love is a
world in which every man lives only for
himself, with little or no concern for others
or even for the world around him. This is
the haven for environmental degradation.
This is the world without a community.
It is a place no one wants because it is a
situation totally opposite to God’s purpose
andplan forall creation. When God created
the world, with man in it, he saw that it
was “very good” (Gen 1:31) because there
was not only order and harmony; there
was a community of man with man, and
man with the rest of creation. We hear of
Adam’s joy-filled exclamation when he
meets Eve: “Here at last is the bone of my
bone and the flesh of my flesh” (Gen 2:23).
That is the first human community where
human persons discover love and the love
discovered generates joy. Then God calls
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Abraham to be a “father of many nations”,
that is, to be a founder of the community
of the human family. This vision God tries
to realize in Israel when he calls Moses to
form apeople of his own choosing through
whom he would call all nations, as Isaiah
would say (Is 56:6-8). Jesus continues the
dream and the task when calls the Twelve
as his inner circle, his own model commu-
nity (Mt 10:2-5), sinners all but whom he
calls to “love one another as I have loved
you” (Jn 15:12).

The other and more secular name for
community is ‘solidarity’. This is what the
salvation of the environment calls for. It
means rich nations and poor nations work-
ing hand in hand to protect and care for the
earth, the rich not imposing on the poor
more stringent laws that they had previ-
ously violated, the poor not committing the
errorsofthe richwhentheir insatiable drive
for wealth resulted in damaged nature.
That is to say, it is creating out of nations
a real, working community, concerned
with their common wealth which is the
earth and the welfare of the environment,
concerned with fellow humans in their
needs as well as in protecting the natural
resources that supply those needs. This
can only happen if Christ is recognized as
the center and Savior of all creation. St.
Paul portrays the vision of acommunity of
man and creation centered in Christ: “He
is the image of the invisible God, the first
born of all creation. For in him were cre-
ated all things in heaven and on earth, the

visible and the invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or principalities or powers,
all things were created through him and
for him” (Col 1:15-16).

New Lifestyle: Simplicity, Moderation,
Discipline, Sacrifice

Conversion to Jesus Christ that is
manifested in eco-discipleship not only
means rejecting sinful acts against the
environment. It also means, as Blessed
John Paul IT affirms, that modern society
should take “a serious look at its lifestyle.
In many parts of the world society is given
to instant gratification and consumerism
while remaining indifferent to the damage
which these cause...If an appreciation
of the value of the human person and of
human life is lacking, we will also lose
interest in others and in the earth itself.
Simplicity, moderation and discipline, as
well as a spirit of sacrifice, must become
a part of everyday life, lest all suffer the
negative consequences of the careless
habits of a few” (1990 World Day of Peace
Message, n. 13). It is useful to consider
the components of this new lifestyle for
a better eco-discipleship. Simplicity is
freedom from luxury that is actually an
excess. Living simply so that others my
simply live means being generous to the
less fortunate when it comes to the things
beyond my needs.

Thereisatale ofafisherman who caught
two huge fishes. He returned the other to the
sea. When asked why he did that, he said:

“I can only eat one at a time. The other one
belongs to another hungry human being.”
Moderation means behaving within bounds
or limits. When I violate laws guarding
over the exploitation of the air, rivers, seas,
mountains and minerals, | violate modera-
tion and become an environmental abuser.
For example, if I smoke in public places in
total disobedience to present laws, I flout
moderation and become an environmental
abuser. Discipline means doing the right
thing at the right time and at the right place.
If T harvest fish or plants when they are still
immature, my lack of discipline results in
wastage that destroys the environment. Sense
of Sacrifice, sacrifice originating from the
Latin ‘sacrum’ or ‘sacred’ and ‘facere’ or
‘to do/to make’ is a recognition that there are
sacred things for which I must deny myself.
A good, clean, healthy environment of clean
air, clean water and respected soil or plants
is a sacred dwelling place of the Creator
which manifest his goodness. I must deny
my tendency to dirty or pollute as well as
to harm and obtain beyond my need. My
sacrifice is necessary for the environment to
stay healthy and wealthy for the continued
benefit of all.

Social Justice and Love

Denying future generations the en-
joyment of healthy, clean and productive
forests, clean air, rivers, seas, mountains
not only as sources of livelihood but also
as integral components of their culture,
identity and heritage is a gross injustice
(Plenary Council of the Philippines II,
no. 304). But this is what happens when
the environment is abused or destroyed
through selfish exploitation and careless
mismanagement. That is why in the June
10, 2002 Declaration on the Environment
by Pope John Paul II and Patriarch Bar-
tholomew | of Constantinople both Church
leaders recommend that people “think of
the world’s children when we reflect on
and evaluate our options for action” on the
environment (June 10,2002 DOE). Since
love is the crown of all virtues, it is love
that should govern all Christian attitudes,
decisions and actions on the environment,
knowing that its well-being and welfare
are alsonecessities of other human beings,
particularly “future generations” who are
“our children”, notaliens or strangers (PCP
11 305). Even if they are not visible now,
and by virtue of their having no voice,
they number among the “the least broth-
ers and sisters” of the Lord on whom, in
effect, we inflict our actions or inactions
that harm or cherish the environment (Mt
25:40, 45). 10
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Gov’t wins appeal in domestic worker residency case

HONG KONG, March 28, 2012—The
Hong Kong government won in a case
that could have allowed foreign domestic
helpersto apply for residency in the terri-
tory. This dashes hopes for the territory's
117,000 foreign domestic workers, who
represent one third of all foreign work-
ers, with the largest contingent from
the Philippines and Indonesia, after
they were raised by a decision taken in
September by the High Court in a case
involving Evangeline Banao Vallejos, a
maid from the Philippines. On thatocca-
sion, the court had ruled that excluding
maids from a rule allowing foreigners to
settle in the city after seven years was
unconstitutional.

Animmigration ordinance, which pre-
vented domestic workers from applying for
residency, is constitutionally valid, Chief

Judge Andrew Cheung wrote in ajudgment
issued today by the Court of Appeal.

Maids, he said, are in the city "to meet
society's acute demand for domestic help-
ers which cannot be satisfactorily met by
the local labour market". For this reason,
"Their stays in Hong Kong are highly
regulated so as to ensure that they are
here to fulfil the special, limited purpose
for which they have been allowed to come
here in the first place, and no more."

Mark Daly, an attorney for Evange-
line Banao Vallejos, said he would appeal
Wednesday's ruling and go to the Court of
Final Appeal.

The High Courtruled on 30 September
of last year that Filipino domestic worker
Evangeline Banao Vallejos had the right to
apply for permanent residency, something
that had been denied to foreign maids

until then.

The new ruling means that foreign
domestic workers cannot look for another
job, do not have access to partially free
health care services and must accept con-
tract terms set by the authorities, including
a very low minimum wage.

HongKong's pro-Beijing government
is concerned that the first ruling could
lead to a flood of residency applications
by foreigners.

According to an anti-immigration
party, a pro-maids ruling would have
opened the floodgates to half a million
people, including migrants' spouses and
children. This would have pushed up
welfare spending by HKS 25 billion (US$
3.2 billion), causing unemployment to
rise from 3.5 to 10 per cent. (AsiaNews/
Agencies)

Foxconn-Apple case a ‘smokescreen’

HONGKONG,April2,2012—Foxconn's
changes are a "smokescreen" and "prom-
ises to the Apple's boss by its officials are
empty words.”

Theiractionsmustbe checked every day
toseeiftheyareimplemented," said Geoffrey
Crothall, a trade unionist and spokesman for
Hong Kong-based workers' rights group
ChinaLabourBulletin. "Working conditions
have improved a little but primarily out of
pragmatic considerations, notbecause bosses
had a change of heart."

Apple Chief Executive Officer Tim
Cook toured the Zhengzhou Technology
Park, where 120,000 employees work, often
more than 60 hours a week, in poor sanitary
conditions and under strict contracts.

However, after meeting local officials,
Cook said he found important improve-
ments for workers. In the recent past,
Foxconn was front-page news because of
its high number of suicides. Now, man-
agement said there are more controls and
psychological counselling.

China's development model remains
an obstacle though. Its export-orientation
makes it harder to stop or even slow down
production.

Foxconn officials tried to hide the
situation by stressing improvements, such
as better housing and minimal health care.
However, the latter run risk of remaining
"on paper,"” Crothall said.

Foxconn "has agreed to some changes,
butin Chinathis does notmean they will be
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implemented,”
he explained.
"Cook's opti-
mism is a bit
premature and
itwould be bet-
ter to be cau-
tious before
making certain
statements."

"Foxconn
is still looking
for its own path
and could im-
prove things if
it carried out all
of its promises.
This could also have a spill over effect on
other companies. In fact, some firms have
already started increasing wages and this
will have a strong impact."

One of the most important aspects of
the situation, Crothall explained, "is Fox-
conn's pledge to improve union representa-
tion inside its plants, allowing workers a
role in managing them. This is a real step
forward, which however has some nega-
tive consequences. Chinese workers donot
have experience intrade unionactivismand
sowill face atop-down management style.
Changes inside Foxconn are akin to switch-
ing from dictatorship to democracy."

Few Apple suppliers "uphold workers'
rights in China," the trade union leader said.
"Contacts between our association and com-
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panies in Guangdong provincehave increased
but they are very limited. In the past year, the
situation has improved in some cases, espe-
cially since workersnow areno longerafraid of
going on strike. The case in Shenzhen (where
workers laid down their tools in a Japanese-
owned plant until working conditions were
improved) is a case in point."

Thereisstillalong way to go however.
"I think that the Guangdong government
is pragmatic above all," Crothall said. "It
wants a solution, not outright violence.
Many people have come to realise that
better conditions for workers is good for
everyone. Talks between some firms and
workers have had positive results, but only
because both sides win in negotiations.
This will be China's model of labour rela-
tions." (AsiaNews)
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Fisherfolks say ‘NO!" to Pagbilao coal plant expansion

ANTIPOLO City, April 1, 2012—A fish-
erfolk leader has criticized the Aquino
government’s plan to expand the coal-fired
power plantin Pagbilao, Quezonin orderto
increase the power supply in the Southern
Luzon region.

“The Philippine governmentunder the
Benigno Simeon Aquino III presidency
should demand a full-blown performance
audit of coal fired power plant instead of
extending the life of this chaotic coal plant
project in Pagbilao. The President should
also ask the people of Quezon and the
taxpaying public if they still want this kind
of monster existin Pagbilao,” Pamalakaya
national chair Fernando “Ka Pando” Hicap
said in a statement.

Hicap said that the expansion of the
Pagbilao plant spells enormous danger to
the people and the environment as coal-
fired power plants are known for its air
and water polluting capacity.

“Coal-burning plants are some of the
worst industrial polluters in the United
States and other highly industrialized
countries all over the world. It produces
approximately one-third of our air’s car-
bon dioxide, a major contributor to global
warming; 40% of the mercury, which is
highly toxic if ingested or inhaled; one-

quarter of our nitrogen oxide, which is an
ingredient found in smog; and two-thirds
of our sulfur dioxide, acomponent of acid
rain,” Hicap explained.

“Furthermore, a2009 report written by
a group of experts in Washington D.C led
by Dr. John Balbus, Jacob Bell and Sarah
Penny shows that 88 coal-fired power plants
inthe US, whichwere surveyed for the study,
purportedly were responsible to roughly
6000and 10,700annual cases of deaths from
heartailments, respiratory disease and lung
cancer. Sad to say, these power plants are
receiving enormous funding from different
international sources,” he added.

Pamalakaya also noted that even the
US Environment Protection Agency admits
thatsulfur dioxide which is one of the toxic
materials emitted from coal-fired plants
promotes heart disease and asthma, while
nitrogen oxides destroy lung tissue.

“Coal-fired power plants, you know,
also release some other hazardous by-
products produced that include, arsenic,
chromium, cobalt, lead, manganese, zinc,
radionuclide and particulate matter. Mer-
cury, a known carcinogen, is of particular
concern for Filipino fishermen as it poi-
sons fish in bodies of water miles away,”
he said.

Citing a US report, the fisherfolk
leader said that mercury emissions occur
at rates of approximately 25 pounds per
100 megawatts at the average coal plant,
making coal-fired plants the largest single
contributor of mercury pollution in the
United States and other industrialized
countries.

Meanwhile, according to news re-
ports, Team Energy, the ajointundertaking
between Japanese firms Marubeni Corp.
and Tokyo Electric and Power Corp. are
willing to shell outatleast US$700 million
to expand the operation of the Pagbilao
plant.

The Pagbilao coal-fired power plantis
currently producing some 700 megawatts
(MW) of electricity and the expansion
would able to jack up its electric power-
producing capacity to some 400 MW
more.

Team Energy presidentand CEO Fed-
erico E. Puno said that his company is on
talks with Mitsubishi for the engineering,
procurementand construction contract for
the Pagbilao plant expansion. The Team
Energy is optimistic that the new plant
would be fully operational by 2015, a year
before Aquino’s term ends. (Noel Sales
Barcelona/CBCPNews)

‘Death penalty could destroy Japan,” Nagasaki archbishop says

NAGASAKI,Japan,March29,2012—Jap-
anese society "believes in an 'eye for an
eye, tooth for a tooth', but its blind spot
on the issue could harden its soul,” said
Msgr. Joseph Mitsuaki Takami.

The archbishop of Nagasaki spoke
to AsiaNewsabout a recent decision by
Japan's Justice minister to uphold three
death sentences. "I cannot comment about
the individual cases because the detailsare
not known, but the battle against the death
penalty must continue," he added.

The three death row inmates were
executed today, almost two years from the
lastexecutions in July 2010. The prisoners,
hanged in separate prisons, had all been
convicted of multiple murders.

Justice Minister Toshio Ogawa noted
that 80 per cent of the Japanese public sup-
ports capital punishment. Still, hangings
have always proved to be controversial
in the country.

The Catholic Church has always op-
posed the practice. "All Japanese bishops
are for the abolition of the death penalty.
There are no differences of opinion. Even

if the person who is killed is a murderer,
his death is another murder, by the state
this time. Humanity must renew its sense
of living together. We must all consider
ourselves children of God again."

"It is not only about philosophical or
religious arguments," Msgr. Takami said.
"We must consider the fact that imposing the
death penalty entails the most demanding
decisionaman cantake. Japan's legal system
is not perfect. Juridical errors are possible.
Many have occurred in the past, and no one
can come back from hanging."

The archbishop of Nagasaki has
been fighting for years to see love blos-
som again in the life of the country. "I
and the other members of the Bishops'
Conference have published a book titled
'Looking at life'. In it, we call on Japan
to rediscover the importance and the
beauty of God's most important gift and
stop mortifying man."

However, Msgr. Takami agrees with
the government on one account. "Until
now, a majority of Japanese have been in
favour of the death penalty. 'Eye foran eye,
tooth for a tooth' is the prevailing mindset.
However, in so doing society's blind spot
on the issue could harden its soul. It is sad
to say but this is how most Japanese think,
especially victims' families who clamour
for the death penalty. | can empathise with
them but they are wrong."

Within the Bishops' Conference, some
members are "engaged in a study and
prayer session to encourage the govern-
ment to abolish the death penalty. It will
be a hard battle to fight but we cannot pull
back." (AsiaNews)
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‘With him I can hope for a life that is good, full and eternal’

(Message of Pope Benedict XV, traditionally called “urbi et orbi” delivered during
his solemn blessing on Easter Sunday, April 8, 2012)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Rome and
throughout the world!

"Surrexit Christus, spes mea"—
"Christ, my hope, has risen" (Easter
Sequence).

May the jubilant voice of the Church
reach all of you with the words which the
ancient hymn puts on the lips of Mary
Magdalene, the first to encounter the risen
Jesus on Easter morning. She ranto the oth-
erdisciplesand breathlessly announced: "l
have seen the Lord!" (Jn 20:18). We too,
who have journeyed through the desert of
Lentandthe sorrowful days of the Passion,
today raise the cry of victory: "He has
risen! He has truly risen!"

Every Christian relives the experi-
ence of Mary Magdalene. It involves an
encounter which changes our lives: the
encounter with a unique Man who lets us
experience all God’s goodness and truth,
who frees us from evil not in a superficial
and fleeting way, but sets us free radically,
heals us completely and restores our dig-
nity. This is why Mary Magdalene calls
Jesus "my hope": he was the one who
allowed her to be reborn, who gave her a
new future, a life of goodness and freedom
fromevil. "Christ my hope" means that all
my yearnings for goodness find in him a
real possibility of fulfillment: with him I
can hope for a life that is good, full and
eternal, for God himself has drawn near
to us, even sharing our humanity.

But Mary Magdalene, like the other
disciples, was to see Jesus rejected by the
leaders of the people, arrested, scourged,
condemned to death and crucified. It must
have been unbearable to see Goodness in
personsubjected to human malice, truth de-
rided by falsehood, mercy abused by ven-
geance. With Jesus’ death, the hope of all
those who had puttheir trustin him seemed
doomed. But that faith never completely
failed: especially in the heart of the Virgin
Mary, Jesus’ Mother, its flame burned even
in the dark of night. In this world, hope
can not avoid confronting the harshness
of evil. It is not thwarted by the wall of
death alone, but even more by the barbs
of envy and pride, falsehood and violence.
Jesus passed through this mortal mesh in
order to open a path to the kingdom of life.
For a moment Jesus seemed vanquished:
darkness had invaded the land, the silence
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of God was
complete,
hopeaseem-
ingly empty
word.

A nd
lo, on the
dawn of the
day after
the Sabbath,
the tomb is
found emp-
ty.Jesusthen
shows him-
self to Mary
Magdalene,
to the other
women, to
hisdisciples.
Faith is born
anew, more
alive and strong than ever, now invincible
since it is based on a decisive experi-
ence: "Death with life contended: combat
strangely ended! Life’s own champion,
slain, now lives to reign". The signs of
the resurrection testify to the victory of
life over death, love over hatred, mercy
over vengeance: "The tomb the living did
enclose, I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!
The angels there attesting, shroud with
grave-clothes resting".

Dear brothers and sisters! If Jesus is
risen, then — and only then — has some-
thing truly new happened, something that
changes the state of humanity and the
world. Thenhe, Jesus, is someone in whom
we can put absolute trust; we can put our
trust not only in his message but in Jesus
himself, for the Risen One does not belong
to the past, but is present today, alive.
Christ is hope and comfort in a particular
way for those Christian communities suf-
fering most for their faith on account of
discrimination and persecution. And he
is present as a force of hope through his
Church, which is close to all human situ-
ations of suffering and injustice.

May the risen Christ grant hope to the
Middle East and enable all the ethnic, cul-
tural and religious groups in that region to
work together to advance the common good
and respect for human rights. Particularly
in Syria, may there be an end to bloodshed
and an immediate commitment to the path
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of respect, dialogue and reconciliation, as
called for by the international community.
May the many refugees from that country
whoare inneed of humanitarian assistance
find the acceptance and solidarity capable
ofrelieving their dreadful sufferings. May
the paschal victory encourage the Iraqi
people to spare no effort in pursuing the
path of stability and development. In the
Holy Land, may Israelis and Palestinians
courageously take up anew the peace
process.

May the Lord, the victor over evil and
death, sustain the Christian communities
of the African continent; may he grant
them hope in facing their difficulties,
and make them peacemakers and agents
of development in the societies to which
they belong.

May therisen Jesus comfort the suffer-
ing populations of the Horn of Africa and
favor their reconciliation; may he help the
Great Lakes Region, Sudan and South Su-
dan, and grant their inhabitants the power
of forgiveness. In Mali, now experiencing
delicate political developments, may the
glorious Christ grant peace and stability.
To Nigeria, which in recent times has
experienced savage terrorist attacks, may
the joy of Easter grant the strength needed
to take up anew the building of a society
which is peaceful and respectful of the
religious freedom of all its citizens.

Happy Easter to all!



STATEMENTS

Easter Message 2012

A BLESSED Easter to all of you!

Jesus is raised from the dead. In His
resurrection, we now know where human
history finds its culmination—in sharing
the very life of God. The resurrection is
not a return to human earthly life, a life
still subject to evil and destruction. The
life that the Risen Christ now possesses
is God’s very life. That is why He will
not die again. Sin has no more power
over Him. In Jesus the Risen One, we

are assured that God was, is, and will be
victorious over sinfulness, viciousness,
wickedness, corruption and violence.
The Resurrection exposes and shatters
the illusion of evildoers. Evil will never
prevail over good!

Let us rejoice! But let our rejoicing
bring about conversion. As Jesus has died
to sin and risen to life in God, we should
also die to sin and live for God. Easter
joy leads us to an examination of our

individual and communal lives. From the
tombs of hunger, ignorance, discrimina-
tion, insensitivity, selfishness, greed, and
pride, let us allow God’s love to rise and
be our life. Letitnot be said that we chose
death over God who is life.

I pray that the Risen Christ may be our
Way to true life—life in and for God!

+LUIS ANTONIO G. TAGLE
Archbishop of Manila

WWW. rcam.org

oly Week and Easter are insepa-
Hrable. Holy Thursday and Good

Friday are incomplete without
Easter Sunday Resurrection. The cru-
cifixion of Jesus at Calvary necessarily
leads to his Resurrection and the Empty
Tomb.

The essential message of Holy Week
is Jesus’ declaration: “I am the Resur-
rection and the Life: whoever believes
in me, even if he dies, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die.”

Move on to Easter Resurrection

It is which motivated Christ to
accept suffering and death on the
Cross. Christ was a man of hope:
suffering and death do not have the
last word... but his Resurrection
from the dead.

As it was in the experience of
Jesus Christ, so it is in every Christian
follower. The insight that we derive is
that technological, economic and mate-
rial progress for which we all work and
which at the same time brings illusions,
political conflicts, personal and societal

suffering is never complete, satisfactory
and fulfilled without spiritual progress.
Spiritual progress is the fruit also of
compassionate sharing which should
be the dominant structure of economic
progress. This spiritual significance
and progress is brought about by Eas-
ter Resurrection. Do not stay on your
Good Friday... move on to your Happy
Easter.

+ANGEL N. LAGDAMEO
Archbishop of Jaro
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Fixation to power

ith malice towards none, with good will towards

all, it was said that Philippine politics is sick and

abig number of Filipino politicians is sickening.
It has been this way from the time of Martial Law at least,
to the advent of EDSA 1, to the coming of EDSA 2 up to
the present administration. In other words, politics equals
addiction to power plus source of money, plus fixation for
authority. And this distressing and detestable phenomenon
is definitely an open secret—even but knowing the stance
and life of few politicians. Only the ignorant, the fool and
the insane would say otherwise.

In other words, so much power pursued, claimed and
held by these and those national, regional and local public
officials—yet so little done for the public welfare, in favor
of the common good. So much money held by politicians
from the direct and indirect taxes of Filipinos from birth
to death—yet only but a few pesos worth of services are
given back in their favor. So much authority claimed and
exercised particularly by the Executive Branch with all its
numerous departments, agencies and offices—yet poverty
is pervasive, criminality is common place, graft and corrupt
practices merrily continue to reign in the government.

If politics is not a big addiction to power, a big source
of money, a profound fixation for authority, how does one
ably explain and duly understand the following more salient
facts and factors of and in Philippine politics:

The truth of "Money Elections": This has reference to
the naked truth that only moneyed people present them-
selves for local and, especially so, for national elections.
Elections are costly such as in terms of the money to give
away to the electorate, to fund their long celebrations and
many parties, to give food and drinks—all of which equal
vote buying directly or indirectly. And when elected, the
politician spares no effort to have his electoral expenses
duly paid back, and as a matter of fact also haul much more
money in his "big and deep pockets."

The social-political phenomenon called "Political
Dynasty": First was the father who became the consum-
mate politician. His political footsteps are then followed
by his sons and daughters—if not also by his nephews and
nieces in the course of time. This is the exact picture of
death of a father politician that brought about the presi-
dency of the wife, whose death in turn brought about the
presidency of the son.

The reality of "Butterfly Politics": This fact means
politicians lining up to belong to the party that is more
powerful to be with, that has more resources to give away,
that is more beneficial to be counted in. Though by acci-
dent, this kind of politics has the interesting word "butter."
Translation: Politicians look for and join the political party
whose side of the bread has the "butter."

Take a good look and think well: The on-going Im-
peachment Trial is an eloquent proof and example of all
of the above.

www.ovc.blogspot.com
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So far, so bad

his is all contrary to the many news items published

I and regular statistics taken about the sentiments of

Filipinos and the plight of their country. This is en-

tirely the contradiction of the loud and repeated claims of the

administration and some of'its avid and loyal followers. This

is exactly the opposite of the often and insistently alleged

progressive socio-economic development of the Philippines

plus the fast emerging prosperity of the people. This is in
the spirit of the dictum "Truth knows no party."

This is definitely the ground reality of where the
Philippines is in terms of its financial situation, where the
people are in the matter of their temporal welfare, where
the Philippine society is in its quest for order, justice and
peace. This is specifically in conjunction with the realistic
worth and basic competence of the present administration.
This s categorically in conjunction what the Chief Executive
has done after more than two years of regime. The common
and realistic verdict is "So far, so bad." Why?

Prices of prime commodities are distinctly high while
the salaries of workers remain low. The cost of gasoline is
continuously going up and yet the value of the Philippine
peso is down most of the time. The payment for electric
consumption is becoming more and more beyond the
reach of the poor. The quest for work is high while the
availability of employment is low. The main business of
the government remains people as export products. And
as since then, the OFWs are those who keep the country
economically afloat through their big and regular remit-
tances. So far, so bad.

The crime rate is disastrous as they are not only too
many in number but also too gross in kind. The criminal
elements have multiplied and their horrible deeds take place
not only in the streets but also in family homes. Life has
become cheap to the extent thathuman bodies are mutilated
and thrown in garbage piles. The supply and use of pro-
hibited drugs have become a matter of fact. The violation
of women and children is a common occurrence. Not few
of those precisely enrolled and paid as police authorities
become nothing less than the criminals themselves. With
human lives becoming cheap, no wonder thathuman dignity
is trampled upon, and human rights are violated without
remorse. So far, so bad.

Strikes of one kind or another are becoming the order
of the day. The left are growing in number and strength
while contradicting ideologies are emerging in strength
and numerical count. Thus it is that Mindanao is not
peaceful, while Luzon is full of mortal struggles between
the right and the left. There are many graft and corrupt
practices—notwithstanding all official nice sounding
mantras and mottos to the contrary. And as already well-
known and duly noted, the blessed constituent members
of the KKK are exempted from the "Daang matuwid."
So far, so bad.

How long will such a "so far, so bad" governance last?

www.ovc.blogspot.com



EDITORIAL

hile adopted and invoked in judicial circles—

including the now on-going quasi judicial and

quasi political Impeachment Trial—the truth of the
matter is that the dictum has its premise in the Holy Book,
its understanding in the order reason, and its relevance in the
field of ethics. In other words, the expression is profound as
well as practical, reasonable as well as justifiable. In other
words, the maxim has both profound significance and plain
relevance.

In the Holy Book, there is the saying that one would
know a tree by its fruit. Hence, a bad tree produces bad
fruits. So it is the other way around: A good tree bears good
fruits. In the order of reason, it is futile to assume that a fool
would say words of wisdom, that someone vicious could be
the example of virtue. This is simple logic. And in the sphere
of ethics, it is inanity to assume that the incarnation of evil
would be the example of righteousness, that the personifica-
tion of depravity would be the origin of integrity. Such is the
cause-and-effect principle.

So it is that a poison tree bears but poisonous fruits—in
the same way that poisonous seeds are the origin of poison
trees. Hence, to expect otherwise is not only contrary to the
teaching of the Holy Book but also offensive to the dictate
of reason as well as dissonant with principles of ethics.
In addition hereto, there is even the moral principle that
the end does not justify the means, viz., an honorable and

Fruit of the Poison Tree

even noble finality cannot cleanse the evil in the vile means
used—such as to steal from others in order to help the poor.
Otherwise, thievery—just as graft and corruption—would
become a virtue.

Now, for a concrete application of the axiom: The Philip-
pine Gambling and Amusement Corporation—PAGCOR—is
a poisonous tree! As such, its fruits cannot but be also evil
and vile. Here are but a few of the downright poisonous fruits
or effects of such a degrading and shameful Government
Owned and Controlled Corporation (GOCC): It steals the
hard earnings of people, undermines if not altogether ruin
their professions and/or business. It strongly and continuously
foments the mentality of chance than the ideal of work and
industry. It produces gambling addicts, destroys families,
attracts if not also grows gangsters.

As to the on-going talks about classy travels, luxurious
accommodations plus other under-the-table deals in conjunc-
tion with the PAGCOR leadership, what is new? Such highly
questionable practices were but as matter of fact observances
in the previous government. And it is exactly the same under
the present administration. And to think that there will rise a
“Pagcor City” or the like in a choice Metro-Manila land area,
the flagship of casinos unlimited. Poor pitiful Philippines
(PPP)! It is cursed with poverty and debased by gambling!

No wonder that there is now a newly coined motto:
“TUWAD NA DAAN!”
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From the email messages of may_rv2003@yahoo.com

Growing good corn

:L ames Bender, in his book How to Talk Well

2 (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company,

! Inc., 1994) relates the story of a farmer

who grew award-winning corn. Each year he

entered his corn in the state fair where it won

a blue ribbon. One year a newspaper
reporter interviewed him and
learned something interesting
about how he grew it.

The reporter discovered that
the farmer shared his seed corn with
his neighbors.

"How can you afford to share your best seed corn with your
neighbors when they are entering corn in competition with yours
each year?" the reporter asked.

"Why sir," said the farmer, "didn't you know? The wind
picks up pollen from the ripening corn and swirls it from field to
field. If my neighbors grow inferior corn, cross-pollination will
steadily degrade the quality of my corn. If I am to grow good
corn, I must help my neighbors grow good corn."

He is very much aware of the connectedness of life. His corn
cannot improve unless his neighbors’ corn also improves.

Soitis in other dimensions. Those who choose to be at peace
must help their neighbors to be at peace. Those who choose to
live well must help others to live well, for the value of a life is
measured by the lives it touches. And those who choose to be
happy must help others to find happiness, for the welfare of each
is bound up with the welfare of all.

©0 © 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 00000000000000000000o0

Keep God finst

There once was a man who had nothing for his family

‘www.agricorner.com

to eat. He had an old shotgun and three bullets. So,
he decided that he would go out and kill something
for dinner.

As he went down the road, he saw a rabbit and he
shot at the rabbit and missed it. Then he saw a squirrel
and fired a shot at the squirrel and missed it. As he went
further, he saw a wild turkey in the tree and he had only
one bullet, but a voice came to him and said "pray first,
aim high and stay focused."

However, at the same time, he saw a deer which was
a better kill. He brought the gun down and aimed at the
deer. But, then he saw a rattle snake between his legs about
to bite him, so he naturally brought the gun down further
to shoot the rattle snake.

Still, the voice said again to him, "I said 'pray, aim
high and stay focused."

So, theman decided to listen to the voice. He prayed, then
aimed the gun high up in the tree and shot the wild turkey. The
bullet bounced off the turkey and killed the deer. The handle
fell off the gun and hit the snake in the head and killed it.

And, when the gun had gone off, it knocked him into
a pond. When he stood to look around, he had fish in all
his pockets, a dead deer and a turkey to eat.
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THE 26 ARMED GUARDS

his home church in Michigan.

"While serving at a small field hospital in Africa,
every two weeks I travelled by bicycle through the jungle to
a nearby city for supplies. This was a journey of two days and
required camping overnight at the halfway point.

Onone of these journeys, [ arrived in the city where [ planned
to collect money from a bank, purchase medicine and supplies,
and then begin my two-day journey back to the field hospital.

Uponarrival inthecity, [ observed twomenfighting, one of whom
had been seriously injured. I treated him for his injuries and at the
same time talked to him about the Lord Jesus Christ. I then travelled
two days, camping overnight, and arrived home without incident.

Two weeks later I repeated my journey. Upon arriving in
the city, I was approached by the young man I had treated. He
told me that he had known I carried money and medicines. He
said, 'Some friends and I followed you into the jungle, knowing
you would camp overnight. We planned to kill you and take your
money and drugs. But just as we were about to move into your
camp, we saw that you were surrounded by 26 armed guards.'

Atthis I laughed and said that I was certainly all alone out in
that jungle campsite. The young man pressed the point, however,
and said, 'No sir, I was not the only person to see the guards. My
five friends also saw them, and we all counted them. It was because
of those guards that we were afraid and left you alone."

At this point in the sermon, one of the men in the con-
gregation jumped to his feet and interrupted the missionary and
asked if he could tell him the exact day that this happened. The
missionary told the congregation the date, and the man who
interrupted told him this story:

"On the night of your incident in Africa, it was morning here
and I was preparing to go play golf. I was about to putt when I
felt the urge to pray for you. In fact, the urging of the Lord was
so strong, I called men in this church to meet with me here in
the sanctuary to pray for you.

Would all of those men who met with me on that day stand
up?l’

Amissionary on furlough told this true story while visiting

The men who had met to-

‘ gether to pray that day
stood up. The mission-

ary wasn't concerned
with who they were—
he was too busy count-
ing how many men
he saw. There were
26.

www.doxaworship.org



Hope for Church Renewal

Guidelines on Pastoral Formation

Fidel P. Palisoc

Based on a study done by
the author of the programs
on pastoral formation offered
in the seminaries across the
Philippines, this volume can
be considered a most valu-
able addition to the writings
on pastoral formation of
priests. The book examines
the situation of formators
dedicated exclusively to
the pastoral formation of
seminarians as mandated
by law in major seminar-
ies; and takes the reader
through the authentic mean-
ing of pastoral formation as
taught by the Magisterium (the teaching authority of
the Church). The concerned reader will be pleased to
find a flexible model for pastoral formation “that can be
implemented in several ways.” The author, with audacity,
comes up with very interesting suggestions on pastoral
formation involving the episcopate, the presbyterium, the
formators and laity.

John of the Cross

Man and Mystic

Fidel P, Palisnc
Hope for Church Renewal

Richard P. Hardy

St. John of the Cross, great of
the Christian tradition, knew
suffering firsthand: his per-
sonal "dark night" included
exile, imprisonment, starva-
tion, abuse. Yet, sustained by
tremendous faith and steeped
in an enormous love for God
and humanity, he surrendered
to the Divine and was drawn
through his experiences to a
profound compassion for and
solidarity with others. This en-
gaging biography is the perfect
introduction, an enjoyable re-
acquaintance to a man whose
life, writings, and spirituality
have illuminated the Christian world. The book includes a
guide to reading the works of John of the Cross, photos
and color reproductions of masterpiece artwork, and an
extensive bibliography.

JOHN OF THE CROSS
Man and l\-"l}-stic

RICHARD P. HARDY

Gentle Treasures

Stories of Women against Mining in the Philippines

Judy Pasimio, Farah Sevilla & Edel Garingan, Editors
The book is a compilation of
stories of different women

"
f;:ENTLE' leaders, coming from various

: backgrounds, including com-
TRE iSURE munity leaders, professionals,

legislators, elected local of-
ficials and activists. The book
features, among other things,
the continued advocacy for the
repeal of the Philippine Mining
Act of 1995 and the champion-
ing of the alternative mineral
management bill in Congress;
and the struggles of indigenous
peoples who campaign against
mining projects in their areas
amid harassments and abuses. The “women’s stories re-
flect misery, economic displacement, broken relationships
and environmental degradation.” The book is an effort to
make the public aware that women are also at the forefront
of the struggle against mining; that “opposition in mining is
not just bounded by the unfair sharing of revenues in the
mining industry, but covers important issues about women,
including violations and abuses of human rights, disrespect
to indigenous peoples and marginalization of women.”
The book was launched on March 29 by environmental
and human rights activists led by Alyansa Tigil Mina as a
culmination of the celebration of Women’s month.

One Life

One story at a time

Maria Agnes Conchiel Yap- Marcon

The best way to read One
Life is to first read the front
cover. And then stop. Take
a break and choose a
quiet spot. This is a book
containing short stories
celebrating life and love
from childhood to adult-
hood. To quote Dr. Angelita
Y. Ledesma, it is "the true
voice in purity of experi-
ence." And then in each
story we hear God’s voice
in the purity of his truths.
It is hoped that this book
captures your heart to in-
spire your own "one life."

/ one story at a time
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The VVenerable

FR. MICHAEL J]. MCGIVNEY

Founder of the Knights of Columibus,
Apostle 1o the Y oung and Protector of Christian Fanzily I ife

Father Michael ]. McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus, Please report all favors received:
serves as a model for the collaboration between the priesthood and the e FATHER MICHAEL |
laity thar can guide the Church rtoday. When he gathered rogether the : rr
men of his parish in New Haven, Connecticut, to establish the Knights i 2 MCGIVNEY OFFICE -
of Columbus in 1882, FFather McGivney antcipated the call by the PHILIPPINES
Second Vatican Council for a more actve laity., j . fathermegivney.ph

His vision of charity, unity and fraternity — including service to families, athermcgivney.ph

communifes and the Church contnues to inspire the Order he 10, (63} 9276996090
founded, which now has more than 1.8 million members worldwide,
including 280,000 Knights in the Philippines.

Father McGivney now holds dde of Venerable Servant of God, afrer 'ig'nightﬁ‘ nf @:nlumhuﬂ‘

Pope Benedict XVI1 approved a decree recognizing his heroic virme, A 5 S
miracle atribured is i :dion is needed for Venerable MeGivney GEM. LUNA COR. POTENCIAMNA
to advance to bearificarion, the nexrt step in the canonization process. STREETS, INTRAMUROS, MANILA
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Solar power plant planned for Raj-
asthan

INDIA. Asia’s largest solar plant
will be built in the Indian state of
Rajasthan. French company Areva
Solar said the plant would produce
250 megawatts of electricity, which
would provide enough power for
300,000 people in Europe, ac-
cording to a sector estimate. The
projectis scheduled for a May 2013
launch and will reduce Indian CO2
emissions by around 557,000 tons
a year.

PM Razak to lift student politics ban

MALAYSIA. Prime Minister Najib
Razak has again pledged to lift a
decades-old student politics ban in
line with promises to expand civil
liberties ahead of polls widely ex-
pected to be called within months.
Changestoanactgoverning conduct
on the nation's university campuses
were first promised in November.
The revision would allow students to
join parties and participate in politi-
cal rallies.

Mugabe 'gravely ill'in Singapore hos-
pital: reports

SINGAPORE. Zimbabwe's Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe is reportedly
gravely illina Singapore hospital. Lo-
calmediaisreportingthatthe 88-year-
old, who is believed to be suffering
from prostate cancer, is surrounded
by close family members. The Zim-
babwe governmentinsists Mugabe is
in good health, saying he only flew to
Singapore to help his daughter enroll
in a local university.

Police chief quits over murder case

KOREA. South Korea's national
police chief Cho Hyun-Oh has re-
signed on April 9 following public
fury at a bungled case in which a
woman was raped and murdered
after frantically calling police for
help. Hyun-Oh quit to "take all

responsibility... for unpardonable
carelessness" by the police and
asked the victim's family for for-
giveness.

Burma's prexy meets with Suu Kyi

BURMA. Burma's opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi has met
with the nation's president Thein
Sein for the first time on April 11
since her victory in the nation's by-
elections. The closed-door meeting
took place in the capital Naypyitaw.
It's unclear what's been said in the
private meeting. San Suu Kyi will
take her seat in parliamen on April
23.

HRW urges probe of labor activist’s
killing

BANGLADESH. The Human
Rights Watch urged Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina to order an inves-
tigation into the killing of the labor
rights activist Aminul Islam, 39, and
was a trade union organizer with
the Bangladesh Center for Workers
Solidarity. He disappeared on April
4, 2012. His body, bearing marks of
severe torture, was discovered two
days later almost 100 kilometers
from where he was last seen. “The
brutal murder of the labor leader
Aminul Islamraises serious concerns
of government involvement,” said
Phil Roberson, HRW deputy Asia
director.

‘Two Years On, No Justice for Political
Violence’

THAILAND. The Thai govern-
ment's new “political reconcili-
ation” proposals will undermine
justice by giving immunity to those
responsible for human rights abus-
es during bloody confrontations in
Bangkok in 2010, Human Rights
Watch said. Lack of accountability
for politically motivated violence
will persist in Thailand unless
perpetrators are brought to justice

regardless of their status and af-
filiation, it added.

Legalization of ‘disappearances’ and
‘two-track justice’ hit

CHINA. A major overhaul of Chi-
na’'s criminal procedure law could
legalize “disappearances” of people
deemed “subversive” by the state
through a dangerous extension of
police power, Amnesty International
said. “Such an extension of police
powers would effectively legalize
secret detentions and disappear-
ances,” said Catherine Baber, Am-
nesty International’s Deputy Director
for Asia-Pacific.

PH ratifies OPCAT

PHILIPPINES. The Philippine Sen-
ate has recently ratified the Optional
Protocol to the Convention Against
Torture (OPCAT). The Optional Pro-
tocol was ratified with no objections or
abstentions as reported by the Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations.
Human rights advocates said that its
ratification will bring positive changes
not only in its systems but practices
to curb the culture of impunity in the
country.

Group backs step to aid migrant
workers

SAUDI ARABIA. The Saudi La-
bor Ministry’s proposal to abolish
the employer-based “sponsorship”
system is a positive step for mi-
grantworkers, Human Rights Watch
said. The system fuels human
rights abuses against migrants by
tying their legal residency in the
country to one employer. “The cur-
rent sponsorship system makes it
easy for employers to intimidate,
cheat, and abuse migrant workers,”
said Christoph Wilcke, HRW senior
Middle East researcher. “Reducing
the immense control that employers
have over migrant workers would
be a positive step toward fighting

exploitation.”
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For Those Days When An
Apple May Not Be Enough

Prescribing an apple a day to keep the doctor away may f -~ ,..r
not be enough. :
Good thing there’s MEDICard that could assist you in your

healthcare needs: MEDIC d
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