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“It’s regrettable that North Korea makes these 
absurd demands as part of its propaganda.”

	 Unification Ministry, South Korea agency in charge of relations with North 
Korea; on the long list of strident demands of North Korea, including the 

cancellation of joint American-South Korean military exercises, that South Korea 
should consider before ties could be improved between two Koreas. 

“Is there any advantage to our taking a kid from 
California versus a kid from China? You’d have to 
convince me, because the world isn’t divided the 

way it used to be.”

Michael K. Young,  president of the University of Washington;  on the new 
math where 18 percent freshmen come from abroad, mostly from China with 
each paying a tuition of $28,059.00 or three times as much as students from 

Washington State, thereby making the university more sustainable. 

“Courses in alternative medicine are dishonest, 
they teach things that aren’t true, and things that 

are dangerous to patients in some cases.” 

	 David Colquhoun, profession of pharmacology at the University College 
London;  on the stand of many universities in Australia that are defending their 
teaching of alternative medicine after a group of the country’s top scientists and 

doctors urged them to abandon this increasingly popular subject. 

 “That’s contrary to both Catholic doctrine and 
constitutional guarantees of religious freedom.”

	 USA Today editorial of January 7, 2012; clashing with the claim of the 
Obama administration that its recent contraception mandate respects the 

religious freedom of groups who will be forced to comply with it; Obama did not 
just cross the line, it galloped over it by requiring employers affiliated with the 
Catholic Church to include free birth control in their health care insurance plans.

“If you have been buried from noon until now 
(6pm), I don’t expect you to be alive.”

	 Ernesto Reyes, Mayor of Guihulngan City in Negros Oriental; where 
at least 29 were feared dead following landslides when a 6.9-magnitude 
earthquake hit Negros at noon on of February 6, 2012; more casualties, 
counting to more than 50, were reported in other areas of Negros. 

“I would like to think that SALN requires me to 
completely list all my assets to help the public 

ascertain whether I enriched myself.  Otherwise, it 
is a useless exercise.”

	 Kim Henares,  Philippine Internal Revenue Commissioner;  at the 
Impeachment Trial where Chief Justice Renato Corona is the subject of an income 
tax deficiency assessment by the Bureau of Internal Revenue to establish whether 
he had paid the correct amount of taxes from January 1997 to December 2010. 
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At the close of the biannual 
bishops’ plenary assembly 
last month, the president of 

the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of the Philippines, Archbishop 
Jose Palma, faced the media in a 
traditional press conference with 
one overarching message:  hope.  
Reiterating what he said to the 
bishops at the opening of the 
plenary he said “to hope is not to 
close our eyes to the sad realities 
around us.”   

Saying that the Philippines 
has been touted as the natural 
disaster capital of the world, the 
CBCP President was implying that 
one of the saddest realities in this 
country is not only how the effects 
of natural calamities are mitigated 
and managed but more so how the 
environment is protected, if ever. 
He called for a serious revisit of 
the country’s logging and mining 
laws and practices. While it is true 
that mining per se is developmen-
tally oriented, the benefits of such 
a lucrative venture during the last 
100 years or so in the Philippines 
does not compensate a bit to the 
disastrous toll and social cost that 
it has inflicted on both people 
and environment.  Mining and 
logging companies have raked in 
so much profit through the years 
with neither care nor qualms to 

the devastated communities 
and environment they left 
behind. 

But of course, the sad re-
alities are not only confined 
to the aftermath of natural 
calamities. Perhaps even 
more devastating are the conse-
quences of social and political 
“calamities.” In the same state-
ment addressed to the media, 
Archbishop Palma bewails that 
“what complicates and saddens 
even more the life of millions are 
human factors all of us are called 
to examine ourselves, particu-
larly our individual and collective 
failures.” It is not really difficult 
to say that the biggest collective 
failure, at least since Martial 
Law until the present, is the bad 
political governance. During the 
1960s and earlier, the Philippines 
was in the league of Japan and 
China. Today, this country is in 
the cluster of North Korea, Cam-
bodia and Bangladesh—courtesy 
of its political leaders. 

The lot of this country is sad. 
But sadder still when one hears 
of technocrats and development 
planners blaming the growing 
poverty to the burgeoning number 
of the poor themselves. Out of this 
premise, the solution now being 

towed by no less than the presi-
dent of this country is the passage 
of the Reproductive Health Bill 
that is expected to cause a drastic 
population reduction. Be that as 
it may, but indeed this way of 
thinking do not even approximate 
neither rhyme nor reason—and, 
of course, the historical experi-
ence of others nations. Believe it 
or not, the passage of this most 
contentious bill will only augur 
a worse socio-economic situation 
for this country. 

This issue opens with Charles 
Avila’s “Mining in the Philip-
pines:  A tale of two powers”. 
One of Impact’s staff writers, 
Avila was Vice-Chairman of the 
defunct Rapu-Rapu Fact Finding 
Commission and has been giving 
talks on mining across the coun-
try.   Our cover story is written 
by Denis Murphy, an old timer in 
the urban poor advocacy.  In his 
“Who cares for the urban poor”, 
Murphy presents the state of the 
poor in the ghettoes of Manila.  
Read on. 
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Mining in the Philippines
A tale of two powers

Mining in the Philippines today is a tale of two powers, the Church and Gov-
ernment, at loggerheads with each other on two aspects of the issue—the 
legal and the moral or geoethical. It is a tale of incredible wealth and in-

credible danger to life and health. It is a story of a captive state showing of 
late a desire to be freed from captivity. It is a challenge of stewardship and 
an invitation to respect the national patrimony. It is an area fraught with 

systematic human rights violations and environmental degradation. It is an 
activity crying out for a Code of Ethics and, overall, a hope for sustainable 

action and productive responsibility.

By Charles Avila

The mining issue is at my age now 
what the logging issue was when 
I was much younger—so much 

money made, so little revenue to govern-
ment, so fast in creating an incredibly 
rich few, and so slow in realizing that a 
seemingly unlimited natural resource was 
in fact really finite, resulting ultimately in 
the utter destruction of our forest cover and 
the phenomenon of deathly floods alternat-
ing with agro-fatal droughts and horrible 
consequences for climate change.

In the mining issue now, however, are 
much higher stakes in health and wealth and 
life and in the corruption of governance—
for which reason, perhaps, the divide 
between the two, Church and government, 
only gets deeper and nastier.

Yes, government—from the Congress 
that gave us the Mining Act to the Executive 
Branch that so eagerly implements it and 
the Judiciary that upheld it – forms one side 
of the divide. Principally active on this side 
is the Chamber of Mines—a powerhouse of 
some thirty-six mining companies as regu-
lar members, six non-metallic exploration 
companies as associate members, forty-
three equipment manufacturers and supply 
companies together with top-notch legal 
firms as special members, four associations 
as affiliate members and three professional 
societies as professional members. And 
many of them are strongly in bonds with 
big global foreign corporations.

This hardcore, you may be surprised, 
had you followed the Mining Philip-
pines 2011 conference last September in 
Manila—yes, this hard-core is now sur-
rounded by a soft-core of NGO support 
in the form of the Philippine Business for 
Social Progress (PBSP) and also the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

What, you may ask, are these two do-
ing on this side of the divide? The PBSP 
says their linkage with the Chamber is 
aimed at ensuring that “a collective in-
dustry program on reforestation and con-
tribution to the national greening program, 
schools and education, IP development 
and community development should be 
monitored annually through a Scorecard.”1  
They also proudly affirm, however, that 
“in the battle of the media, the PBSP 
can provide a softer image of the mining 
industry.”2 I thought of highlighting each 
word of that last line.

And the WWF, for their part, says 
that they are quite concerned that we face 
a climate change-defined future and the 
mining industry can make or break this 
future.3 By staying close to the Chamber 
of Mines they want to assure us that they 
could then keep an eye on the potential 
culprits.

They may have been quite impressed 
or even instrumental with a mining group 
in Palawan claiming to have poured in 
P224 million in 2010 for a Social Develop-
ment and Management Program (SDMP), 
exceeding by 100 percent its compliance 

with the implementing rules and regula-
tions (IRR) of the Philippine Mining Act 
that only requires (in the IRR's Sec. 16) 
the donation of one percent for SDMP 
of a company's gross output. The press 
release came out only days after the min-
ing conference.4

The electric word is Palawan, just like 
Rapu-Rapu was earlier. The “No to Mining 
in Palawan” movement is considered by 
the Chamber at the top of their list of “road 
blocks against mining” alongside “the 
Alternative Mining Bills in Congress, the 
ban on open pit mining in South Cotabato 
(with other provinces following suit), the 
Writ of Kalikasan against mining firms in 
the Zamboanga Peninsula following a peti-
tion filed by a Cebu-based NGO, and,” the 
Chamber emphasizes, “the seeming bias 
against the mining industry by National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples of-
ficials who allowed the proponents of the 
‘No to Mining in Palawan’ movement to 
make a presentation to NCIP personnel 
without giving the same opportunity to the 
industry [meaning the Chamber].” 5

The other side is the Church. Define 
Church in any way you want: as a single 
institution or as churches, as religiously 
motivated change makers in civil society 
or in ecclesial communities, as Mag-
isterium to include Pope and Bishops 
together, or Bishops alone in each diocese 
and as a group—or as a mixed commis-
sion of Bishops with their authority,  or 
as Religious Orders with their charisms 
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united in serving God’s people, or as an 
Ecumenical Communion, or as a vibrant 
laity representing 96 percent of those who 
humanly compose what believers consider 
to be a divine institution. When it comes to 
the issue of mining, this Church diversely 
defined is, today, one — 90% one, and 
quite tenaciously growing in unity for a 
cause they consider transcendent of all 
administrations and legislation.

  
A Tale of the Legal and the Moral

Government says that what they do, 
what they propose, what they advocate 
in the area of mining – are all legal. At 
one time the Supreme Court declared 
otherwise, viz. that the whole thing was 
not legal and not constitutional. However, 
it changed its mind in record time: now 
everything is legal, and constitutional. 
After all, the Supreme Court is supreme 
and, right or wrong, the law is whatever 
that Court says it is.

Unfazed, the Church, on the other 
side, talks of morality, of ethics, of what 
is right and wrong—not only describing 
what is, but prescribing what ought to be. 
And it has come to this—that, in the area of 
mining, what the Government calls legal, 

the Church denounces as immoral. 
We have here a situation reminiscent 

of the early Christian era during the late 
Roman Empire when both Western and 
Eastern Church leaders denounced Roman 
law, no less, as immoral in its idea and 
practice of the absolute ownership of Earth 
by a few for the benefit of a few at the cost 
of nature’s destruction, in violation of the 
integrity of creation and the intention of 
the Creator. 6

This was almost two millennia before 
modern science caught up with the major 
living faiths in observing that the Universe 
had a beginning (13.7 billion years ago), 
has a continuing story and humans better 
understand what it is all about.

From the Church’s viewpoint, what 
is legal is a matter of factual contingency. 
It is another thing to determine whether 
the human legal arrangement is just. If it 
were to be unjust, said Saint Augustine 
of Northern Africa in the fifth century of 
the Common Era, “What would the great 
empires be but teeming broods of robbers?” 
By “human law therefore—by the law of 
the Emperors” you can do many things 
that you ought not to do. But, of course, 
with that the question only becomes more 

urgent, “What do you do with teeming 
broods of robbers?”

The early Christian philosophers led 
by St. Augustine’s teacher, Saint Ambrose, 
quondam Governor and later Bishop 
of Milan, Italy warned the “capitalists” 
of his time that mining should, first of 
all, follow the “tantum…quantum” (so 
much…as much) principle, formulated a 
couple hundred years earlier by Clement 
of Alexandria in the Catechetical schools 
of that city in Egypt: mine only what you 
need of the earth’s finite non-renewable 
wealth. There ought to be, as always, a 
proportionality of means and ends. 

A Tale of Incredible Wealth
But before we get any deeper on this 

side, let’s go back to the first to hear out its 
urgencies. Here we hear that the Philippines 
is a part of earth that is so incredibly rich 
in gold, silver, copper, nickel, chrome and 
zinc that there is now a consensus among 
governments and industry in the valuation 
of the mineral wealth within the territorial 
limits of the Philippines at more than a tril-
lion dollars’ worth, at least. If you check 
with the Mines and Geo-Sciences Bureau 
of the state, they’ll proudly inform you 
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that their estimated value of Philippine 
Mineral Resources at 10% Potential [for 
the period 1973-1996] goes to a Grand 
Total of US$2,115,600,326,005 inclusive 
of metallic, industrial or non-metallic, and 
energy materials together. 7

If you have time, go to the basement 
museum of the Central Bank at Roxas 
Boulevard and see for yourself how our 
forebears made sashes of gold in complex 
loop-in-loop techniques some of them 
weighing over one kilogram each at lengths 
75 centimeters or more. See the earrings 
with hollow hoops of zigzagging golden 
wire from which dangle multiple spangles 
connected by golden log wire, and the dag-
gers or sword handles of gold, the armbands, 
necklaces, bracelets and dresses made of 
gold…things of golden beauty that make 
you sit back and think how rich, indeed, were 
our ancestors long before any Western eye 
spied this mineral-rich archipelago.

In fact, don’t be surprised to hear again 
and again from DENR sources during 
mining conferences how our country has 
more than seven billion metric tons (BMT) 
of metallic mineral reserves and 51 BMT 
of non-metallic deposits – with values so 
much bigger than our GDP or our external 
debt. The Philippines has the fifth largest 
mineral resources in the world. So, their 
side asks: “What are we waiting for? We 
must lure those big investors in.” 

Leading in the charge of this brigade 
is the government’s DENR Sec-

retary, no less, who intoned, 
“the Philippine govern-

ment shall: protect mining investments 
and remove all interferences to mining 
projects [italics supplied]. National and 
local policies affecting mining are being 
harmonized toward a friendlier regime 
for the mining industry. As a case in 
point,” the Secretary spoke rather boldly, 
“the government commits to pursue the 
[highly controversial] Tampakan project 
and resolve all attendant issues prior to 
its implementation, even if it decides to 
advance its timetable from 2016 to 2013, 
which we seriously encourage.”8

Less than a year later, in fact early this 
month — it was the office of the Bishop 
of Marbel Diocese that announced, to the 
shock of some and the pleasant surprise 
of many that documents they had obtained 
showed that the same DENR Secretary 
had “rejected the ECC application of 
Sagittarius Mines Inc. because of the 
open-pit mining ban in South Cotabato.” 
The churches had worked hard with the 
local government for such a ban. Appar-
ently some battles were being won with 
the war far from over.

Going back to that policy speech in Sin-
gapore, the DENR had gladly announced: 
“In 2010, the Philippines became the 3rd 
biggest producer of nickel ore behind Rus-
sia and Indonesia, vaulting over Australia 
and Canada….with government support the 
Philippine mining industry has been grow-
ing well in the last five years. With favorable 
metal prices and 
the opening 
of new 

producing mines, the metallic sector grew 
by 39% in terms of gross production value. 
By volume of production, gold was up by 
11% (from 36.814 MT to 40.89MT); copper 
by 16% (from 49,060MT to 58,412MT) and 
nickel by 59% for direct shipping ore and 
55% for nickel concentrate.”9

The Secretary spoke of 22 large-scale 
operating mines, investment aggregate 
amounts of a little less than US$4 billion 
over the last six years and hopes of reach-
ing US18 billion by 2016.

And for its part the Chamber added, 
“Last year mining investments in our coun-
try reached $955.85 million and could have 
easily gone over the $1 billion mark had 
some projects not been delayed. Mining 
investments could be much higher if only 
some issues and concerns are resolved.”10  
And the one to blame most of all, said a 
Wall Street Journal article much earlier, 
is no less than the Church, identifying 
in particular the leadership of Sorsogon 
Bishop Arturo M. Bastes. 11

And what would be these issues and 
concerns that the Chamber referred to? We 
would now have to go to the other side for 
some enlightenment.

A Tale of Incredible Danger
This “other” side quite 

simply says that the 
current ambition of 
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large-scale extraction at whatever health 
and environmental costs for the exportation 
of more minerals than is actually necessary 
is, indeed, an immoral ambition. 

In mining, says this side, the question 
should be articulated correctly: “Shouldn’t 
we only allow the development of our min-
eral resources for our own use or should 
we do so mainly for money-making by a 
few in the world market?” More precisely, 
“Is the current utilization of our mineral 
endowment designed to serve the basic 
needs of our people who live and work 
in a backward agricultural mode of pro-
duction? Is it geared to addressing the 
need of our national economy to making 
a successful leap to becoming a strong 
industrial state?”

Or isn’t the current utilization of 
our mineral advantage being used again 
merely to develop underdevelopment 
in our land? Isn’t it a fact that for too 
long a time our mineral resources were 
extracted purely for the benefit of the 
developed nations’ economies and for 
the super-profitable advancement of 
a few mining companies [a situation 
the social encyclicals refer to as “neo-
colonialism”]?

Needless to say, if these questions are 
not answered correctly, that is, in a pro-
people context, even big amounts set aside 
for Social Development and Management 
Programs (SDMP) would be nothing more 
than a temporary cover-up for the unbear-
able stench of irresponsible mining.

At a time of high prices in the world 
market, mining can easily cause widespread 
devastation to the environment all through 
the length and breadth of this archipelago, 
by employing open-pit and submarine mine 
waste disposal methods—often fatal to 
people’s health and sure-shot destructive 
of the environment. Rapu-Rapu was a case 
in point. Lafayette Mining was rushing be-
cause of high prices in the market and started 
operating even when not yet ready to comply 
with the conditionalities of their Environ-
mental Compliance Certificate. Advanced 
technologies—better or best practices from 
other countries were not adopted, in the 
interests of profit maximization. 12

And the government that was sup-
posed to be regulating the firm was in 
a-nobody-home-somebody-else-is-in-
charge mode. I

(To be continued next issue) 

_____________
1Quoted in Chairman, Chamber of Mines of the 
Philippines Closing Remarks Mining Philippines 
2011
2Ibid.
3eodem loco
4“Mining firm exceeds social compliance” by 
Melody M. Aguiba, The Manila Bulletin, Sep-
tember 25, 2011
5Chamber President’s Welcome Remarks, Mining 
Philippines 2011, September 14, 2011
6The information on early Christian teachings are 
found in Charles Avila Ownership: Early Christian 
Teaching, Sheed and Ward, London, Orbis Books, 
New York, Wipf and Stock, Oregon, and Allen 
John Publishing, Manila. I have taken liberties in 
summarizing papers and discussions on geoethics 
propounded by the Bishops members of the Rapu-
Rapu Fact Finding Commission. A lot of these 
appear in speeches and papers by Bishop Arturo 
Bastes, SVD, DD and Bishop Jose Rojas DD. 
7Metallic Minerals – est. value US$ 464,966,247,400; 
Industrial or non-metallic – $ 71,765, 078, 605;and 
energy minerals – $1,578,689,000,000. For more 
details, vide etiam website for “Mining Potential 
in the Philippines”: http://www.prrm.org/publica-
tions/gmo2/mpotential.htm
8Speech at Asia Mining Congress 2011, April 6, 
2011, Singapore
9Ibid.
10Chamber President’s Welcome Remarks, Mining 
Philippines 2011, September 14, 2011 
11James Hookway, “Church Effort Slows Philippine 
Mining,” WSJ, 2-13-09
12vide summary of the Rapu-Rapu Commission 
report: http://pcij.org/blog/wp-docs/Rapu-Rapu-
Commission-Report.pdf.
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Building communities of  hope

Emergency shelters at Calaanan, Cagayan de Oro provided by ShelterBox for families displaced by Typhoon Sendong.

By Archbishop Antonio J. Ledes-
ma, SJ

One month after the passage of Ty-
phoon Sendong on Dec. 16-17, the 
city of Cagayan de Oro is slowly 

getting back on its feet. Nearly a third of the 
city’s population was severely affected by 
the flood waters. More than 10,000 families 
sought refuge in evacuation centers in 
public schools, barangay covered courts, 
and churches. Others stayed with relatives 
or friends.  Out of the archdiocese’s 21 
city parishes, 17 riverside parishes were 
extensively inundated. Hardest hit were 
the parishes in Macasandig, Balulang, 
Carmen, Cathedral, Consolacion, Puntod, 
RER, Kauswagan, Bulua and Canitoan.

The government has declared a no-
return policy for six sitios that are actually 
part of the river’s delta. These are Cala-
Cala, Isla de Oro, Isla Delta, Isla Copa, 
Isla Bugnaw, and Isla Baksan. More than 
four thousand houses on these sites were 

washed away by the rampaging waters of 
Cagayan de Oro River. The government 
has also restricted construction of houses 
within a 15-meter distance from the river. 
Although the flood waters reached further 
inland to submerge even concrete houses 
in subdivisions, the hardest hit were the 
makeshift wooden structures built by in-
formal settlers at the river’s edge. For lack 
of living space elsewhere, “squatting” on 
what was actually still part of the riverbed 
was tolerated by city officials and ended 
in tragedy for many families in the wake 
of Typhoon Sendong.

	 It is in this light that the resolve 
by both government and multi-sectoral 
groups to relocate families whose homes 
were totally washed away presents the 
challenge of building new communities 
of hope. With the re-opening of classes 
on January 3, many evacuee families have 
transferred to temporary shelter arrange-
ments like tents or bunkhouses provided 
mostly by international donor agencies.  

More sites for permanent housing units still 
need to be identified and acquired. These 
would supplement the city’s nine hectares 
in Calaanan and Xavier University’s of-
fer of five hectares in Lumbia, which can 
accommodate only about 1,500 families 
out of the estimated 5,000-6,000 needing 
relocation.

	 On its part, the archdiocese through 
its Social Action Ministry and the affected 
parishes started to organize Tabang Ca-
gayan from the first day of the calamity. 
Its purpose was to assist and augment the 
efforts of the local government and the 
Department of Social Welfare and Devel-
opment. We are grateful for the outpouring 
of donations in cash or in goods sent by 
many individuals, dioceses and organiza-
tions from different parts of the country 
and the world for the flood victims.

The archdiocese has also played the 
role of convenor together with the DSWD 
Regional Office in bringing together 
government agencies, civil society orga-
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Building communities of hope 

nizations, and international humanitarian 
groups in forming clusters on food, health, 
sanitation, education, security, shelter, re-
ligious affairs, etc. to address the pressing 
needs in the evacuation centers.  All these 
assisting organizations became members 
of a multi-sectoral Executive Committee.  
An Operations Center was set up at the 
Xavier University gym to facilitate the 
supervision of camp management and to 
act as a clearing house for the provision of 
goods and services to the various camps 
and affected areas.

Early in the relief work, the need for 
accurate data was felt in identifying and 
profiling the survivor families of Typhoon 
Sendong. With the help of many youth 
volunteers and seminarians for interview-
ing and encoding, the archdiocese’s data 
management team has designed a computer 
program that generates disaggregated in-
formation for the families affected by the 
floods. This information has been made 
available to DSWD and other organiza-
tions to help them in prioritizing families 
for permanent housing units.

	 Another urgent need that is still felt 
by Typhoon Sendong survivors is post-
trauma counseling. Coping with the loss 
of loved ones or an entire home needs time 
and sensitivity to heal. Debriefing sessions 
have been conducted by university teams 
and doctors to prepare local volunteers, 
including the archdiocese’s women reli-
gious from a dozen congregations. There 
has been one suicide case on Jan. 5 in an 
evacuation center—an indication of the 
desperation felt by many traumatized 
survivors.

	 One notable example of accompa-
niment in the evacuation centers and af-
fected areas has been the presence of the 
Daughters of Charity sisters.  Four separate 
batches of 15-17 sisters each have arrived 
to work quietly for a week at a time among 
the different centers—to help distribute 
relief goods, systematize records, make 
house-to-house interviews, help the sick 
receive medical attention, etc. In one ba-
rangay, the profile of a DC sister walking 
with a Muslim woman guide, both with 
head veils, to interview affected Muslim 

households shows another dimension of 
solidarity in moments of adversity. The 
Holy Spirit and RVM sisters have also sent 
teams to assist the displaced families.

The local church has not forgotten 
to remember the names of the dead and 
missing in this tragedy—now exceeding 
a thousand.  Memorial Masses were said 
in the Cathedral on Dec. 30 and Jan. 7.  A 
candlelight ceremony by the riverside was 
held on Jan. 25, the 40th day of Typhoon 
Sendong.  Evacuation Centers and tem-
porary resettlement sites also have their 
religious services. We have made avail-
able the open grounds of both theological 
and college seminaries and some parish 
churches for temporary housing of more 
than two hundred families.

The ongoing challenges of social 
preparation for building new communities 
continue—in the midst of remembering 
loved ones who have perished. It is with 
this hope that in the foreseeable future 
we can repeat the Psalmist’s plea, “You 
have turned my mourning into dancing” 
(Ps. 30:11). I
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Faith-based Advocacy and the Arms Trade: 
Asia-Pacific Perspectives

By Tess V. Ramiro, PhD

Around “1,500 persons die every day 
from armed violence, ” according 
to a resource person in a Workshop 

on the Gothenburg Process held last Janu-
ary 26 and 27, 2012 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
The said Workshop brought together more 
than 32 participants from 10 countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region.

The overall aim of the Workshop was 
“to promote collaboration and exchange 
of experiences between and among rep-
resentatives from faith communities and 
faith-based organizations from the Asia-
Pacific region ” as well as “explored the 
regional relevance of issues related to 
military expenditure and development, 
armed violence and human security, and 
ongoing initiatives for increased arms 
control such as the Arms Trade Treaty.  
Specifically, the Workshop aimed “to map 
out strategies for effective faith-based 
advocacy in the region. ”  

At the beginning of the Workshop, 
Pieter-Jan van Eggermont, the Program 
Officer of the Human Security and Disar-
mament Program of the Swedish Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation (SweFOR), one of 
the organizers of the Gothenburg Process 

Workshop in Bangkok, presented the his-
tory of the Gothenburg Process since its 
initiation in 2001.  

The said Process, in 2001, was first 
undertaken as a joint project by the three 
Swedish ecumenical institutions—the 
Christian Council of Sweden, the Swedish 
Mission Council and the SweFOR (and 
later the Life and Peace Institute)—to 
highlight the “growing transfers of military 
equipment, primarily to the South…and to 
see that an inclusive dialogue with all the 
actors involved (including the military ) 
is developed and maintained. ”  

Over the years, from 2004 till 2010, 
the Process, which came to be dubbed 
as the “Gothenburg Process” (referring 
to the place where the activity was first 
undertaken) was brought to the various 
conferences, meetings and consultations 
in different parts of the world—from Goth-
enburg, (Sweden) to Brussels, Nairobi, 
Chiang Mai, Bogota and London—in order 
to engage churches, civil society groups, 
non-government and peace organizations, 
government and UN representatives as well 
as manufacturers, producers of small weap-
ons and representatives from the military in 
a dialogue, influence future developments 
in the arms industry and continuously bring 

to the fore of the consciousness of people 
and stakeholders the sacredness of the dig-
nity of human beings and the safeguarding 
of life and human security.

In the recently-held Bangkok Work-
shop organized by the SweFOR and 
supported by the Christian Conference 
of Asia, various reports on arms trade, 
armed violence and military expenditures 
in Asia-Pacific, human rights, international 
humanitarian law and arms control were 
presented. Case studies of faith-based ad-
vocacy initiatives such as the Campaigns 
undertaken in India and the Philippines in 
support of the Arms Trade Treaty were also 
shared. Most importantly, the designated 
resource persons, in revisiting the faith 
traditions and beliefs in Asia-Pacific—
that of Christianity, Buddhism, Islam and 
Hinduism—helped provide the Faith-
based perspectives on human security and 
arms trade which then became the jump-
off points for faith-based advocacies and 
strategic plans.  

In the past, various documents, con-
clusions, recommendations and declara-
tions were issued by different conferences, 
meetings and workshops which undertook 
the Gothenburg Process. In the January 
26-27, 2012 Bangkok Workshop, however, 

The author, Dr. Tess Ramiro, poses with the participants of the Workshop on the Gothenburg Process held in Bangkok on January 26-27, 2012.  
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Faith-based Advocacy and the Arms Trade 

the representatives from the different 
countries and faith traditions decided to 
undertake, on their own, activities that are 
within the purview of their local capaci-
ties and limited resources such as prayers, 
vigils, engaging the media, seminars and 
workshops for raising awareness and edu-
cating their respective communities, and 
signature campaigns among others.   

There was nevertheless a common 
recommendation, and that is: for the entire 
group to be networked as an email group 
for mutual support and encouragement 
and to be updated regularly on the Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT) Campaign. The other 
is to look into the possibility of setting 
up a Steering Committee which will see 
the plans through in the context of the 
Gothenburg Process and perhaps push 
for a collective action in the Asia-Pacific 
region.  

As the Workshop wound up, foremost 

in the minds of all is how to work together 
more effectively and efficiently in order to 
encourage our respective religious leaders 
to collectively speak out publicly on arms 
control and disarmament.

During the Workshop, several reflec-
tions and comments, to cite a few, stand 
out for everyone’s consideration:

•	What moral right do we have to 
criticize the use of US$10B for the manu-
facture of arms, if we ourselves do not use 
our own resources for the promotion of 
peace?

•	Violence is a growing monster. 
There should be a minimum of space for 
democracy and we should utilize all its 
potentials. On the policy-making level, 
how much of the budget is for enmity and 
arms dealing?

•	To bring the good news to the poor, 
we need a bank account of human race: 
women, youth, families and the other sec-

tors.
•	Power is a means, not an end. Un-

less people understand that power is for 
people, we will always have violence.

•	We talked about religion as promot-
ing peace. But what is in our religion or 
religious teachings that teaches violence? 
(Our priests-to-be or seminarians are not 
trained in the seminaries to deal with 
conflicts.)

•	As Asians, what is our role in arms 
control, arms treaty and disarmament?  
How can we tap the resources within Asia-
Pacific so that our voices can be heard on 
the international level? I
___________
 1Lubang, Alfredo F., “Arms Trade, Armed Violence and Mili-
tary Expenditure in Asia-Pacific,” Bangkok Workshop
2Aims and Objectives of Bangkok Workshop, January 
26-27, 2012
3op. cit.
4Emphasis ours
5Brune, Peter, The Gothenburg Process, Uppsala: Life and 
Peace Institute, 2009.
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We owe this to our people

I am here not because I am pro-
Supreme Court. In fact I have my 
own deep misgivings towards the 

Supreme Court, such as the flip-flop-
ping in the FASAP case, the non-action 
in the Dusit case, and the long wait on 
coco-levy case.  

So I’m here not because I am ok 
with the Supreme Court. 

I am here as a bishop because as 
a shepherd I have to serve all, to pray 
with and to pray for those who request 
my services. And I am requested to 
offer this mass here.

I am here as a Filipino. I am very 
concerned that we should have good 
governance in the country. Part of good 
governance in a democratic system is 
to have proper check and balance in the 
different branches of government.  The 
independence of each branch is to be 
safeguarded. It is for this intention that 

we pray together. It is very unfortunate 
that the independence of the lower house 
is no longer there because of the pork 
barrel, not only in this administration 
but also in the last. We pray in this mass 
that the senate will be more independent. 
May this impeachment be not just a po-
litical exercise determined by political 
alliances but an exercise of searching 
for the truth, for what is right and just. 
We all owe this to our people. We pray 
too for the judiciary branch, not so much 
that it may win but that it may not be 
intimidated, but be courageous to fight 
for justice and its independence.

In our first reading we heard of 
Saul being rejected as king of Israel 
because he was not obedient to the 
Lord. He went around the will of God, 
even giving ritual as the reason. There 
is also danger in our government to 
go around what is right by using the 

technicalities of the law, and now, by 
succumbing to public pressure and 
media sensationalism. 

Our gospel reading is a call to 
complete renewal, hindi patagpi-tag-
ping solusyon. New wine needs new 
wineskins. This is precisely what we 
need. Our concern should not only be 
to overcome this crisis or to win over 
this impeachment case. We should be 
concerned about a complete revamp of 
our ways. Yamang nasimulan na ang 
hangaring magbago, talagang buuin na 
natin.  Let us all—in the legislative, 
in the executive and in the judiciary—
be governed by conscience, by what 
is right and just for the good of our 
people, and not by technicalities of the 
law, by political alliances, by media 
pressure, and much, much less by the 
lure of money and power! May God 
help us all! I

(A homily by Most Rev. Broderick S. Pabillo, auxiliary bishop of  Manila and chair of  the 
Episcopal Commission on Social Action, Justice and Peace of  the Catholic Bishops’  Conference 
of  the Philippines; during his mass at the Supreme Court on January 16, 2012, the day the 
Impeachment Trial of  Chief  Justice Renato Corona was opened at the Philippine Senate.)
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CBCP head: Church must bring hope to country 
beset by social, political problems

MANILA, Jan. 28, 2012— Church lead-
ers are called to bring hope to the country 
marked by calamities, social problems and 
political chaos, the head of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines 
said.

Under the “dark clouds and in the 
midst of poverty and suffering”, CBCP 
president and Cebu Archbishop Jose 
Palma urged his fellow prelates to “own 
and declare that there is hope.”

“As bishops, we are to give people a 
reason for living and hoping,” said Palma 
in his speech during the opening of the 
104th  CBCP plenary assembly today at 
the Pope Pius XII Center in Manila.

“It is not a wishful thinking but a 
well-grounded hope when we expect of 
blessings and good things to come,” he 
said.

The Church official spoke about the 
thousands of people who died and hundreds 
of houses swept away in Iligan, Cagayan 
de Oro and Dumaguete due to Typhoon 
Sendong last December.

Aside from the natural calamities, 
there are also a lot of other factors that 

cause untold pain and suffering to the 
Filipinos, according to him.

He cited the reality of graft of cor-
ruption, unemployment and unabated 
devastation of forests and seas which “led 
to poverty and related problems.”

Palma also cited the “obvious con-
frontations among the main branches of 
our government” which “make us wish we 
are not stuck up in pinning down the guilty 
but instead we are now marching and col-
laborating with each other in implementing 
laws and programs that bring about growth 
and development.”

His comments would seem to be in 
direct reference to the ongoing row be-
tween the Aquino administration and the 
Supreme Court.

“Certainly we can say there are dark 
clouds in the sky,” said Palma.

“Given the above agenda, we know we 
are given hope, trustworthy hope. Hence 
we can face our present even if it is ardu-
ous; our present can be lived and accepted 
because it leads to a goal,” he said.

Around 100 bishops are gathered 
today until Monday in a closed-door 

meeting to tackle Church and pressing 
national concerns.

This is the first that the plenary as-
sembly is presided by Palma being the new 
head of the bishops’ collegial body with 
Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop Socrates 
Villegas as vice president.

Among those seen in the meeting were 
Papal nuncio Archbishop Guiseppe Pinto, 
Manila Archbishop Luis Antonio Tagle and 
retired Cebu Archbishop Ricardo Cardinal 
Vidal. (CBCPNews) 

Archbishop Jose Palma

Churches and parishes open their doors to Kachin refugees

YANGON, Myanmar,  Feb .  1 , 
2012—Kachin refugees are afraid to 
return to their home villages because 
of renewed fighting between the Bur-
mese military and rebels. Despite talks 
between government representatives 
and the Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA), tensions remain high and tens 
of thousands of people displaced by 
the hostilities are still stuck in shelters 

run by Christian 
organisations or 
in private homes, 
their future still 
uncertain.

Leaders from 
K a c h i n  S t a t e , 
home to the Kachin 
people, which is in 
northern Myanmar 
on the Chinese bor-
der, said they were 
not interested in a 
ceasefire; instead, 
they want formal 
“political” talks 
with the govern-

preparations for the return journey are 
the main concern.

Almost 500 refugees found shelter 
in the parish church, whilst another 
1,200 were taken in by local families 
with the support from the Karuna 
Banmaw Social Service (the local 
Caritas).

Displaced after hostilities between 
the Burmese army and the KIA broke 
out again in June 2011, some 60,000 
people found refuge in Church build-
ings, private homes and makeshift 
camps in eastern Kachin state.

Humanitarian workers are now 
sounding the alarm, warning that health 
and sanitary conditions refugees face 
might worsen.

A Kachin nurse, Di Di Ah Hkaw, 
told The Irrawaddy, a dissident online 
publication, that miscarriages are a 
growing problem. 

“Pregnant women have no choice 
but to run from their homes to a safe 
place while many of their husbands 
are fighting on the frontline,” she said. 
(AsiaNews) 

ment of President Thein Sein. 
For Kachin leaders, the restart in 

fighting after 17 years of relative calm 
is evidence that the most important is-
sues have not been resolved, including 
greater autonomy.

Fr. Luke Kha Li, parish priest at the 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Man-
wingyi (Bhamo District), told UCAN 
that “food supplies” for refugees and 
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MANILA, Jan. 30, 2012— The 
Catholic bishops’ leadership called 
on the Aquino administration to 
review its policy on mining and 
logging especially its impact on 
ecology.

Such move is crucial, the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines said, in order to 
prevent a repeat of environment-
related tragedies that occurred over 
the past few weeks.

“We take the occasion to make 
an appeal particularly to the authori-
ties concerned that our prayer and 
appeal is to make a serious revisit of 
many of our laws like our logging 
laws and practices as well as min-
ing laws and development plans,” 
said Cebu Archbishop Jose Palma, 
CBCP president.

“The events that happened in 
the previous months should lead 
us to be truly serious about our 
mining and logging laws and the 
like,” he added.

While the prelate acknowl-
edged that certain natural disasters 
do happened, he said recent trag-
edies such as flooding and land-
slides were caused by negligence 
of humans.

“With many lamentable ca-
lamities, certainly there is the di-
mension of natural perspective... 
(but) very simple analysis show that 
there are human factors, which can 
be corrected with regards to mining, 
logging laws, especially with the 
implementation,” said Palma.

Last December, typhoon 
“Sendong” wrought havoc over 
Mindanao with its heavy rainfall 
resulting to massive flash floods 
and the death of 1,257 people and 
85 others missing.

Earlier this month, some 25 
people were also killed during a 
landslide that occurred in a mining 
site in Compostela Valley.

The CBCP had long been ap-
pealing on the government to repeal 
the Mining Act as well as for an end 
to illegal logging in the country. 
(CBCPNews)

Church seeks review of 
mining, logging laws

Christian human rights activist hurt in attack in Lahore

LAHORE, Pakistan, Feb. 2, 2012—Four 
masked men attacked a Christian human 
rights activist involved in defending 
women’s rights in Pakistan. The incident 
occurred yesterday in Lahore (Punjab) 
near the woman’s home. 

Shunila Ruth, director of the Talitha 
Kumi Welfare Centre (TKWC), was 
making her way home when a group 
of men stopped her, threw against a 
wall and then pushed her down to the 
ground. This was followed by threats 
as they warned her of more to come. At 
present, the victim is recovering from 
her wounds in hospital. 

Human rights activists and asso-
ciations are increasingly under siege in 
Pakistan, especially if they defend reli-
gious minorities (Christian or Ahmadi) or 
women, or if they go after strong vested 
interests or groups that that respond to 

criticism with violence.
A few days ago, we reported the 

case of Waseem Shakir, a human rights 
activist and district coordinator for the 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz in Kot 
Addu, Muzaffargarh District, who was 
threatened by police.

Fr. Naeem John, from the Arch-
diocese of Lahore, slammed Shunila 
Ruth’s attack, calling it a “cowardly act” 
because it was against a woman. 

In response to the incident, he made 
an appeal to the government of Punjab, 
even though the latter has “failed to pro-
tect the minorities” and has often acted 
in collusion with their enemies. Case in 
point: the demolition of a Christian prop-
erty in Gosh-e-Aman where a Christian 
woman has had to file an appeal before 
the High Court in Lahore.

The Talitha Kumi Welfare Centre 
(TKWC) opened in Lahore in 2001, 
with support from the Swedish Mission 
Church, which is closely linked to the 
Church of Pakistan.

The centre has been fighting for the 
rights of marginalised women, provid-
ing legal aid to the victims of domestic 
violence, rape and forced marriages. 

The  organisa t ion  had  been 
threatened in the past for its work. 
(AsiaNews)

People’s Tribunal promotes justice
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, Feb. 1, 2012 
—Activists have held a “People’s Tribu-
nal” to call for justice and highlight the 
plight of victims of land grabbing.

	 Many people attending the event 
on Monday called on the activists to stop 
the government taking land and displac-
ing people for so-called development 
projects.

	 The event brought a wide range of 
abuses into focus through the staging of 
public hearings.

“My land was seized by the govern-
ment for a proposed project which has 
forced us to leave our homeland and jobs,” 
Faseeha Saleemkhan told the tribunal.

She said the project to develop the 
tourist industry in 14 islands around Ka-
lpitiya off the northeast coast has already 
resulted in the destruction of mangroves 
and other ecosystems, and will displace 
more than 10,000 people from fishing 
families.

“I need money to send my eight 
children to school, to look after my sick 

husband and fight to save my property,” 
said Saleemkhan.

“Honorable Sirs, help me to get my 
land back or compensation,” she pleaded 
in front of more than 300 participants.

The tribunal was organized by the 
Alternative Peoples Forum for Land Is-
sues (APFLI), an umbrella movement of 
human rights organizations, and held at 
the Sri Lanka Japan Cultural Center in 
Colombo.

Another group of plaintiffs com-
plained that they would soon fall victim 
to developers in Colombo.

Priyankara Costa, 43, an APFLI 
spokesman said decisions made by the 
panel, which consisted of a Catholic priest, 
a nun, two Buddhist monks and two rights 
activists, would be subject to further action 
to support the plaintiffs.

“We organized the tribunal to encour-
age the judiciary to listen to people and 
investigate cases of gross human rights 
violation and environmental degradation,” 
said Costa. (Ucanews)
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Who cares 
about the 

Urban Poor?
By Denis Murphy

It is estimated that urban poor 
people are about 21% of the to-
tal Philippine population. What 

happens to them can affect the whole 
country. We may ask, therefore, with 
some measure of concern, how are 
they doing in this administration of 
President Noynoy Aquino?  

Some readers may tire of sta-
tistics and the bare facts of life and 
may want to know more about the 
poor as persons. We share one man’s 
memories of some of the urban poor 
people he has worked with.

We hear the Church say God 
has a special love for the poor, 
and that the Catholic Church is 
committed to be the Church of the 
Poor. We may ask what this means 
and how God looks on His urban 
poor? God’s view should inform 
our own view.

Finally, one poor area had a 
very sad Christmas—all the people’s 
homes were lost in a fire the day 
after Christmas. This is the story of 
its recovery.

How Are the Urban Poor Doing?
Has the situation of the urban 

poor improved under the administra-
tion of President Aquino? Are they 
better off economically and politi-
cally? Do they have better housing, 
better access to basic services and 

education and all the other aspects of 
life that people long for? Perhaps the 
best way to answer these questions 
is to return to the Covenant with the 
Urban Poor that the then presidential 
candidate signed with the poor in 
a jam-packed rally at the Delpan 
Sports Complex, March 6, 2010. 
Observers say up to 10,000 urban 
poor persons squeezed into the arena 
that accommodates 2,000 people 
comfortably. When Lolita Carbon 
and the people sang “Pagbabalik”, 
it seemed the building would lift 
off the ground like a giant UFO on 
a cloud of noise.

The Covenant was an agreement 
worked out over several months 
between the urban poor and the 
president and his staff. It expressed 
in some detail what the poor expected 
from the president. The Covenant was 
negotiated. It represents a compro-
mise between what the people wanted 
and what then Senator Benigno Aqui-
no III thought he could fully support. 
The Covenant is therefore a useful 
standard against which to judge the 
progress or lack of progress of the 
urban poor the last 18 months.

The Covenant of the Urban Poor 
states: 

•	There will be an end to illegal 
forced eviction. No family will be 
evicted and simply left in the streets; 
they will be relocated, if possible, 
in-city, near-city and even on-site. 

Distant relocation will be a thing 
of the past. People who work in the 
city have a right to live in the city. 
The fear of eviction that hangs all 
over urban poor communities will 
be swept away.

•	The schools of the very poor 
deserve the best teachers.

•	Government will create public 
works programs to employ men and 
women willing to work. They will be 
given food and cash for their work.

•	Government will negotiate 
programs with the public utilities 
that will bring light and water to 
the urban poor communities as in-
expensively and quickly as possible. 
Families save P400-P1,500 a month 
if they have metered piped water and 
electricity.

•	The Community Mortgage Pro-
gram (CMP) should be increased, 
simplified and made operational at 
the local level.

•	Home loans should be available 
to poor families.

•	Land proclamations and other 
grants of land tenure security will be 
extended.

•	Government will punish those 
people who violate the Urban Devel-
opment and Housing Act (UDHA).

•	Efforts will be made to im-
prove life in the present relocation 
centers.

•	Government will work to pro-
vide decent housing for every Fili-
pino.

•	We will work for peace in 
Mindanao.

The poor are willing to pay for 
what they receive. They only ask 
that housing and other benefits be 
affordable.  

It is not spelled out in the Cov-
enant, but it goes without saying that 
government will give top priority to 
securing justice for the poor. It can 
give housing to some, but it must 
also and more urgently make sure it 
provides justice for all the poor. 

Such was the Covenant signed by 
the then presidential and vice-pres-
idential candidates Benigno Aquino 
III and Mar Roxas, respectively.

Evaluation. At their annual Pa-
nunuluyan in front of the Sto. Nino 
Church in Tondo, on December 16, 
2011, the urban poor read what they 
called undramatically “Urban Poor 
Statement 2011” which was their 
evaluation of the government’s ef-
forts in 2011. 

In their evaluation of the presi-
dent’s work the urban poor credited 
him for his efforts to relocate poor 
families living in “disaster areas” in-
city, near-city and on-site. They also 
praised his work on the Community 
Mortgage Program. They gave him 
failing marks on other matters men-
tioned in the Covenant. 

Evictions. In the matter of evic-
tions 14,774 families were evicted in 
2011. This is a high figure. Former 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
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Who cares 
about the 

Urban Poor?
•	We will work for peace in 

Mindanao.
The poor are willing to pay for 

what they receive. They only ask 
that housing and other benefits be 
affordable.  

It is not spelled out in the Cov-
enant, but it goes without saying that 
government will give top priority to 
securing justice for the poor. It can 
give housing to some, but it must 
also and more urgently make sure it 
provides justice for all the poor. 

Such was the Covenant signed by 
the then presidential and vice-pres-
idential candidates Benigno Aquino 
III and Mar Roxas, respectively.

Evaluation. At their annual Pa-
nunuluyan in front of the Sto. Nino 
Church in Tondo, on December 16, 
2011, the urban poor read what they 
called undramatically “Urban Poor 
Statement 2011” which was their 
evaluation of the government’s ef-
forts in 2011. 

In their evaluation of the presi-
dent’s work the urban poor credited 
him for his efforts to relocate poor 
families living in “disaster areas” in-
city, near-city and on-site. They also 
praised his work on the Community 
Mortgage Program. They gave him 
failing marks on other matters men-
tioned in the Covenant. 

Evictions. In the matter of evic-
tions 14,774 families were evicted in 
2011. This is a high figure. Former 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
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The struggle at Estero de San Miguel
By Denis Murphy

The recent Christmas season was 
a time of great joy, sorrow and 
solidarity for the families living 

along the Estero de San Miguel behind 
the rear wall of San Beda College. The 
ups and downs of the people reveal some 
of the difficulties the president has in 
implementing his priority programs.

On December 21 in Pasay, President 
Benigno Aquino III announced there 
would be groundbreaking activities in 
three different sites for his new on-site 
and in-city relocation projects. One of 
these sites would include the Estero 
behind San Beda College. The people 
of the estero were delighted. For over a 
year they had worked to make this new 
housing program possible.  

With the help of Urban Poor As-
sociates, they obtained the services of 
the prestigious Palafox Associates ar-

chitectural firm pro bono. They worked 
with architects and engineers to measure 
the land carefully, talked to landowners 
adjacent to the estero, obtained necessary 
permissions and held many meetings 
with the people themselves. They knew 
the proposed project was the alternative 
to their relocation far outside of Manila. 
The on-site, in-city relocation effort was 
promised to the poor by President Aquino 
in the Covenant with the Urban Poor he 
signed March 6, 2010.   

Two days later a national govern-
ment official called to tell the people 
through DILG that the official would 
visit the Estero December 27 with a team 
of engineers and make a final judgment 
on whether or not the project would 
go ahead. The people under Barangay 
Captain Filomena Cinco told the official 
they were not welcome. For a year the 
official had told the people they shouldn’t 
live on the esteros and that she would 

do everything in her power to stop any 
effort to build on-site.

On December 26 the homes of the 
150 families living on the Estero burned 
down. The people were desolate. Not a 
single house was left. The estero itself 
was a black pit of charred GI roofing. 
Young mothers holding their babies and 
old people, men and women, lined up 
in the dark along Legarda Street to get 
food. They pushed against each other and 
seemed to have lost all feeling for life. 

On December 27, the people on 
their own began rebuilding despite being 
informed by the police and government 
agencies that they were to be relocated 
far from the city. They simply refused 
to move. The sound of the hammers on 
wood seemed to give new life to the 
people. The children were playing once 
more. NGOs like Habitat for Humanity, 
CO Multiversity, John J Carroll Institute 
for Church and Social Issues, COPE and 
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the Holy Spirit Sisters gave housing 
materials, food and clothes. 

On December 31, at a New Year’s 
Mass celebrated by Fr. Robert Reyes, the 
people had a chance to reflect on what 
had happened to them and on their re-
sponse. The leaders talked of the strength 
they found in their solidarity with one 
another. Most had lived side by side in 
the congested, unattractive huts along the 
estero water, and had helped one another 
in time of need, which is the way of life 
in the slums. Inhumane living conditions 
often bring out humane virtues, but in 
their courage after the fire they found 
even deeper inspiration and compassion 
in one another that went beyond all they 
had learned from each other previously. 
They leaned on one another and were 
supported. It is called solidarity. 

On January 6, the people celebrated 
the Three Wise Men with Santa Claus. 
This writer played Santa Claus in the 
full red costume and beard. People later 
thanked him for coming with gifts for 
the children, but he thanked them. At one 
point in the celebration he was talking 
to a dozen children age 5-12, boys and 

girls, when something he said or did 
made them laugh. A dozen beautiful 
children laughing freely and delightedly 
was a foretaste of heaven, Santa Claus 
thought, and he thanked them. 

The people have received assurances 
from Secretary Robredo, Mayor Alfedo 
Lim and other officials that their housing 
will be built. The people know there are 
still officials and nearby residents who 
don’t want them on the estero even in 
homes designed by Palafox Associates 
and Mapua Institute of Technology, 
including a religious 
community. The poor 
are prepared to struggle 
for the housing which 
will allow them to stay 
together with one an-
other and their friends 
and be near their jobs 
and schools.

*****
“Our urban poor 

people, as human be-
ings and children of 
God, have basic hu-

man rights to clean and inexpensive 
water, decent houses, communities free 
of stagnant disease-ridden water, and 
uncollected garbage. They have a right 
to security of tenure, to be free of a 
constant threat of eviction and fire, and 
very importantly, they have the right to 
organize themselves to seek solutions 
to their problems in a democratic and a 
non-violent manner.” 

— CBCP  Statement on the nation’s 
housing problem, 28 January 2007 I

evicted 889 in 2009, her last full year 
in office. In five of the 39 evictions 
that took place in 2011, families were 
left in the streets without relocation or 
compensation. Seven evictions were 
violent.

Land tenure security. To date there 
have not been any land tenure security 
grants or land proclamations.

Basic services. New programs have 
not been worked out between govern-
ment and the utilities. Neither has there 
been any discernible improvement in the 
schooling of the poor.

Public works. There have not been 
any public works programs or any job 
creation programs.

The Community Mortgage Pro-
gram has received more funding and is 
being restructured as its advocates have 
urged for years.

The evaluation of President 
Noynoy seems quite lukewarm. We 
may wonder how can the urban poor 
approve of him as highly as they do in 
the national polls if their evaluation 
on the occasion of the Panunuluyan 
is so tepid.  

First, urban poor admiration of 
the President has always been largely 
based on his integrity and his battle 

against the chief villains of the past, 
including his jailing of some of them. 
Long before they chose a candidate 
in 2009 for the presidency the urban 
poor said they would look first of 
all for an honest candidate. Thus, 
approval of the president is based on 
great part on this. Their admiration 
is also linked to their warm feelings 
for Ninoy and Cory Aquino. The 
support of the poor for the president 
has deep roots.

Secondly, when something is not 
done the poor do not immediately blame 
the president. This has always been true 
in the Philippines. Poor people when they 
are disappointed over some government 
failure others say, “If the president only 
knew about it, things would be differ-
ent.” They don’t blame the president, for 
example, for the lack of improvements 
in the elementary schools. They blame 
the Department of Education. 

They will not continue to blame 
intermediaries unfortunately, so the 
president better get some people who 
can remind the department heads of the 
commitments the president has made 
to different groups. The Presidential 
Commission for the Urban Poor was in 
its original mandate just such a body. 

Every president needs good loyal staff 
persons. 

Thirdly, the poor are very happy 
with what the president is doing in 
pushing on-site and in-city relocation 
for families living in danger areas. They 
tend to overlook the absence of progress 
in other areas.  

The poor and the NGOs who work 
with the poor are surprised by the lack 
of respect the president’s decisions get. 
After he announced the groundbreaking 
dates for the in-city relocation projects, 
one government official called the poor 
and told them in effect that the official 
would still come and make a final deci-
sion. 

The president has opponents in his 
own government; such are the political 
currents that swirl about in the dark tun-
nels of power. If he tries to help the poor 
in even more substantial ways, he will 
have even more opponents. He will have 
the full backing of the poor, however. 
Historically, change has come from the 
poor coupled with perhaps some enlight-
ened leaders from the well-off population 
groups. Franklin D. Roosevelt, an Ameri-
can president (1933-1945), is a good 
example of this type of leader. Roosevelt 
has proven that a wise and courageous 
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By Denis Murphy

I have worked among the urban poor of Metro 
Manila for over 40 years. There is hardly a 
place in the entire region that I don’t associate 

with some special urban poor person or happen-
ing. Let me tell you about some of them.

In the late 1960s I said mass Sundays in a 
place in Tondo called Pier Dos. I think of that 
area whenever I see the lowering cranes of the 
Manila International Container Terminal. 

One Sunday I arrived to see my two as-
sistants struggling over a gun—Sister Clara, a 
Franciscan Missionary of Mary who was close to 
70 years old was one of them. She stood 4’10” 
and except for the habit was indistinguishable 
from the older women of the area; the second 
woman was Minerva, a handsome woman of 40 
who helped at mass, but who also headed the 
Sige-Sige gang in the area. Sister was trying 
to get the gun out of Minerva’s hands, “Give 
the gun to Father,” Sister was saying. She was 
trying to pull Minerva’s fingers from the trigger. 
It seems Minerva was after a man in the area 
who had two-timed her. The other mass-goers 
stood around in a circle. “Give the gun to Father. 
We’ll have mass and then Father will give the 
gun back,” Sister repeated.

Sister finally got the gun and I put it in the 
pocket of the white sotana I wore. OK so far. 
Then we came to the Consecration when the priest 
genuflects several times. I genuflected the first time 
and the gun hit hard against the cement flooring of 
the chapel. That’s how deep the pocket was. The 
second time I genuflected I could see the people 
moving way. Again the gun banged on the cement. 
Louder this time. I heard Sister say from the back 
of the chapel, “No more kneeling, please.”  

Sister had worked with the poor so long and 
closely she shared their view of laws and regula-
tions: that they were most often a hindrance to 
sane living. She had me go with her one night 
after another mass to a hut in that area where we 
“married” a dead man and his wife. Sister arranged 
everything. I reached in the coffin to get the man’s 
hand so the wife could hold it while I married 

them. I thought it would be cold as a bottle of 
beer, but it was as warm as my own. Sister an-
nounced I would say a special prayer. I made up 
one. “Now they are married,” Sister announced. 
Then she brought me over to a table and I signed 
all the insurance forms. The new wife thanked 
Sister and cried on her shoulder.

I remember Pope Paul VI in the Don Bosco 
Compound in Tondo in 1970. After his speech to 
the people, he walked through muddy streets—we 
just had a very bad typhoon—to the home of a poor 
family. The hut shook when he entered. There were 
pigs underneath the house. He stayed there nearly 
an hour. When he came back he looked terribly 
sad. He looked straight at myself and some other 
sisters and priests standing near me as if to say, 
“It’s terrible.”  

The old Smokey Mountain is still there just 
north of Tondo, though now it’s covered with 
grass and weeds. I remember the police driving 
out the last of the urban families who lived there. 
One man was killed. We have come to a sad state 
of affairs, I thought, when poor people think it’s 
worthwhile to die defending their slum homes, 
and government feels it is justified in attacking 
the poor with assault rifles and teargas.

When I drive along Commonwealth Avenue 
I remember the day the police fired into a human 
barricade put up by the women and youth of the 
Sama-Sama people’s organization. Six young 
people were hit. That night the people met in the 
small Kristong Hari chapel and agreed to return 
to the barricade the next day. I remember one 
woman after another stood and said they had no 
other choice. They had to go back. They asked 
if Cardinal Jaime Sin would join them. I don’t 
think the cardinal knew of their invitation; a 
Jesuit Doug Kull did join. When the police saw 
the women there once more at their barricade, 
they drove off and didn’t return.  

Many times we picketed in front of the 
National Housing Authority, the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources and 
the Manila and Quezon City Halls. One time 
we brought five small coffins of poor children 
who had died when Quezon City’s workers 

had torn down their homes near Muñoz Market 
and forced the children to sleep in the open. It 
rained that night. The people had argued with 
the demolition team not to force the children 
out of their home because they were already 
sick of measles. The team didn’t listen and the 
children were dead. 

We lay the five coffins near the flag pole 
in front of City Hall. A bass drum sounded 
every few seconds. We stayed all day until the 
mayor promised to pay all funeral expenses, 
give the families new homes in Payatas and 
punish the demolition team. We buried the 
five little children in the pauper’s part of the 
cemetery. 

Not all the happenings were sad and 
there were successes. The Tondo people were 
relocated to Dagat-Dagatan only five minutes 
away by jeepney from their homes and not to 
relocation camps 50 to 100 kms. from Manila. 
Sama-Sama received 150 hectares from Presi-
dent Cory Aquino. The poor on the esteros of 
Manila, Pasay and Quezon City are receiving 
in city and on-site relocation. 

The history of the urban poor from the 
1960s to the present is a long, tragic, illustri-
ous and joyful one. In the 1960s there were 
no laws governing evictions and other aspects 
of urban poor life. Now the Philippines has 
the most progressive housing and relocation 
laws in Asia. Laws of course don’t guarantee 
compliance, but it is a big help to the people 
resisting eviction when they can say the law 
is on their side. They have the high moral 
ground. 

Maybe the best outcome of the urban poor 
struggle is the solidarity that has built up among 
the urban poor of Metro Manila. They are more 
able than ever to stand up for their rights. They 
resist evictions regularly now, and they should 
because most evictions are illegal in one way 
or another. They are becoming more capable of 
planning their homes and neighborhoods and in 
making links with professional architects and 
engineers. Finally they are learning to organize 
for political power. I

Memoirs with the urban poor

Who Cares About The Urban Poor?

president who has the full support of the 
poor can make the great social changes 
that are needed in the country. As was 
said on a poster   during the last election: 
“Reform in democracies comes from the 
ballots of the poor.”

How God looks at the poor
If God in His wisdom had decided 

to delay the birth of the Savior until this 
year, 2012, the Nativity scenes would 
look a great deal different from the 
peaceful stable in Bethlehem. Instead 
of that holy and heartwarming scene we 
might be watching urban poor men and 
women, and scores of children, gathered 
around a baby in a rundown shack amid 
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the smells, noise and congestion of a 
Manila slum.  

God chose a young peasant girl to be 
the Savior’s mother because, we believe, 
the great majority of the world’s poor and 
oppressed were peasants. Peasants were 
the “lowly” that Mary speaks of in her 
Magnificat. Not only did God choose a 
peasant girl, He chose her from a village 
so obscure it is not mentioned in the Old 
Testament or in all the secular writings 
of that time. It was a village of no ac-
count; there wasn’t even a synagogue, a 
meeting room, or market. Just 100 or so 
small stone houses. Mary was most prob-
ably illiterate. God took on this peasant 
poverty with its sense of insignificance 
and powerlessness that are part of rural 
poverty. 

Today the majority of the poor 
are living in urban areas. The cities 
of the world are the great engines of 
economic growth, so armies of poor 
rural people stream toward cities each 
year, making the urban slums today’s 

centers of poverty and all the evils that 
go with it.  

If God waited until this year to send 
His Son, we might very well be on our 
way to some miserably poor part of Tondo 
to see the Savior. We’d walk down the 
muddy lanes, trying to avoid the worst 
of filth. We would find the baby lying in 
one of the hovels amid crowds of poor 
people, especially the crowds of children 
that are everywhere in the slums. Around 
the child all would be quiet, but a little 
ways off we’d still hear the deafening 
noise of the slum. We’d smell the dirt 
of poor people crowded together like 
prisoners without the sanitation people 
need. 

We might have our faith challenged 
if we were asked to accept that slum 
baby as God’s only son. Many would 
also find it hard to accept a 16 or 17-year 
old Filipina as God’s mother. Maybe 
she would be attending Polytechnic 
University of the Philippines (PUP), 
and working part time in McDonalds. 

She would have to decide if she would 
continue school and keep working in 
McDonalds.  

If a slum girl were the mother of the 
Savior she would bring up her child amid 
the violence and sorrow of the slum. If 
there were a social worker or community 
organizer working in that slum, asking 
the people to come together to discuss 
their problems of housing, garbage 
collection, water and eviction, Mary 
would join the discussions. Maybe she 
would become a leader of the people’s 
organization. 

We can imagine her going with 20 
or 30 other women to City Hall to ask 
the mayor to pick up the garbage lying 
in piles around their homes, endangering 
the lives of their children. 

How does God look on the urban 
poor? He looks on them as lovingly as 
He once looked on the peasant people 
of Nazareth and the shepherds at Beth-
lehem. He loves them enough to become 
one of them. I
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By Fr. Shay Cullen

Manuel a semi-illiterate teenager 
just rescued from the filthy jails 
of Metro Manila was longing 

to see his parents and family. He told 
us that they had no home and lived on 
the street. They had a food stall near 
Baclaran Church and lived there under 
a plastic sheet. They eked out a living 
selling bananas cooked in recycled 
vegetable oil and brown sugar to the 
church goers at the weekly novena and 
daily masses.

Both rich and poor filled the Wednes-
day novena prayers. The poor being the 
vast majority were begging divine help 
to find enough food for their families 
and medicines for their sick and the 
irresponsible and unrepentant rich pray-
ing for forgiveness and donating coins 
for a ticket to heaven. Alas that's the 
great divide; the poor trying to live for 
a few days more, the rich trying to live 
forever. 

Blessed are the responsible well off 
rich people, the Zacchaeus people of this 
world who are enlightened and see the so-
cial and human reality and are determined 
to use their influence and resources to 
change it for the better. They are agents 
of change and have compassion for the 
poor, exploited and the abused, and they 
dedicate their talents, wealth and efforts 
to change this unjust divide between the 
haves and have not. But it’s not an easy 
task. In Davos, Switzerland the world 
leaders have lost their way. Greed and 

excess has damaged the world economy 
and they can't fix it.

Trying to make this a more honest, 
loving and compassionate world where 
equality and justice reign is the true goal 
of Christianity. When Jesus of Nazareth 
proclaimed that it was coming, the cor-
rupt rich elite called him a blasphemer 
and a rebel, a danger to the nation and 
to their elite status and tortured him 
and handed down the death penalty in 
cruelest way possible. Today around the 
world, human rights advocates and those 
committed social workers dedicated to 
helping the victims of abuse and hard-
ship, work to bring about a just society 
based on democracy and greater equal-
ity. They are vilified and condemned, 
tortured and killed. Yet more heroes 
rise up to take their place and carry on 
the mission. 

The irresponsible rich and their de-
luded followers call such heroic striving 
for spiritual and social transformation 
class warfare, Jesus called it the road to 
the Kingdom of God where the poorest 
and their supporters would live in dignity 
and be the most blessed instead of being 
the most despised and cursed.

In the Philippines there is much to 
be done to reduce hunger and poverty. In 
a recent survey made in December 2011, 
45 percent of those surveyed said they 
were poor, that's an improvement from the 
previous year when 52 percent said they 
were poor. Another 36 percent of those 
surveyed said they experienced hunger. The 
Philippine situation still remains “serious” 
according to the Global hunger index.

Back at the Parañaque jail a group 
of visiting German Parliamentarians 
from the Economic Cooperation and 
Development Committee led by the dedi-
cated human rights defender chairperson 
Dagmar Wohri saw the worst of all. They 
were visiting the jails and witnessing the 
overcrowded cells of hungry inmates, 
minors among them so symbolic of the 
condition of the urban poor squeezed 
into shacks and shanties and living on 
scraps and recycled left-over. 

The committee will be reviewing 
their assessment of the Philippines 
as a semi-developed middle-income 
country as some agencies rate it and 
will hopefully deliver development aid 
in a way that directly impacts the lives 
of the poor. 

There is hope that justice will 
emerge. The government of President 
Aquino is fighting corruption and so-
cial welfare secretary Corazon "Dinky" 
Juliano-Soliman is delivering poverty 
reduction programs through conditional 
cash transfers. Cash transfers will ease 
the hunger for a while and will get more 
children vaccinated and into school, but 
they will not change the deeply rooted 
causes of poverty and hunger in the 
Philippines. That is due to the structural 
inequality in society where the 1 percent 
of the 96 million people owns 70 percent 
of the wealth. That calls for government 
reform and a just redistribution of wealth 
in such a way that the poor will develop 
through equal opportunity into a strong 
dignified middle class. But first human 
and civil rights must be top priority. I
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DEAR Brothers and Sisters,

The Lenten season offers us once again 
an opportunity to reflect upon the very heart 
of Christian life: charity. This is a favor-
able time to renew our journey of faith, 
both as individuals and as a community, 
with the help of the word of God and the 
sacraments. This journey is one marked by 
prayer and sharing, silence and fasting, in 
anticipation of the joy of Easter.

This year I would like to propose a 
few thoughts in the light of a brief bibli-
cal passage drawn from the Letter to the 
Hebrews:“ Let us be concerned for each 
other, to stir a response in love and good 
works”. These words are part of a passage 
in which the sacred author exhorts us to 
trust in Jesus Christ as the High Priest 
who has won us forgiveness and opened 
up a pathway to God. Embracing Christ 
bears fruit in a life structured by the three 
theological virtues: it means approaching 
the Lord “sincere in heart and filled with 
faith” (v. 22), keeping firm “in the hope 
we profess” (v. 23) and ever mindful of 
living a life of “love and good works” (v. 
24) together with our brothers and sisters. 
The author states that to sustain this life 
shaped by the Gospel it is important to 
participate in the liturgy and community 
prayer, mindful of the eschatological goal 
of full communion in God (v. 25). Here I 
would like to reflect on verse 24, which 
offers a succinct, valuable and ever timely 
teaching on the three aspects of Christian 
life: concern for others, reciprocity and 
personal holiness.

1. “Let us be concerned for each 
other”: responsibility towards our broth-
ers and sisters.

This first aspect is an invitation to be 
“concerned”: the Greek verb used here is 
katanoein, which means to scrutinize, to 
be attentive, to observe carefully and take 
stock of something. We come across this 
word in the Gospel when Jesus invites 
the disciples to “think of” the ravens that, 
without striving, are at the centre of the 
solicitous and caring Divine Providence 
(cf. Lk 12:24), and to “observe” the 

plank in our own eye before looking at 
the splinter in that of our brother (cf. Lk 
6:41). In another verse of the Letter to 
the Hebrews, we find the encouragement 
to “turn your minds to Jesus” (3:1), the 
Apostle and High Priest of our faith. So the 
verb which introduces our exhortation tells 
us to look at others, first of all at Jesus, to 
be concerned for one another, and not to 
remain isolated and indifferent to the fate 
of our brothers and sisters. All too often, 
however, our attitude is just the opposite: 
an indifference and disinterest born of 
selfishness and masked as a respect for 
“privacy”. Today too, the Lord’s voice 
summons all of us to be concerned for 
one another. Even today God asks us to 
be “guardians” of our brothers and sisters 
(Gen 4:9), to establish relationships based 
on mutual consideration and attentiveness 
to the well-being, the integral well-being 
of others. The great commandment of 
love for one another demands that we 
acknowledge our responsibility towards 
those who, like ourselves, are creatures 
and children of God. Being brothers and 
sisters in humanity and, in many cases, also 
in the faith, should help us to recognize 

in others a true alter ego, infinitely loved 
by the Lord. If we cultivate this way of 
seeing others as our brothers and sisters, 
solidarity, justice, mercy and compassion 
will naturally well up in our hearts. The 
Servant of God Pope Paul VI stated that 
the world today is suffering above all from 
a lack of brotherhood: “Human society is 
sorely ill. The cause is not so much the 
depletion of natural resources, nor their 
monopolistic control by a privileged few; 
it is rather the weakening of brotherly ties 
between individuals and nations” (Popu-
lorum Progressio, 66).

Concern for others entails desiring 
what is good for them from every point of 
view: physical, moral and spiritual. Con-
temporary culture seems to have lost the 
sense of good and evil, yet there is a real 
need to reaffirm that good does exist and 
will prevail, because God is “generous and 
acts generously” (Ps 119:68). The good is 
whatever gives, protects and promotes life, 
brotherhood and communion. Responsi-
bility towards others thus means desiring 
and working for the good of others, in the 
hope that they too will become receptive 
to goodness and its demands. Concern for 

'We Must Not Remain Silent before Evil'

“Let us be concerned for each other,
to stir a response in love and good works” (Heb 10:24)

Message of His Holiness Benedict XVI for Lent 2012
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others means being aware of their needs. 
Sacred Scripture warns us of the danger 
that our hearts can become hardened by a 
sort of “spiritual anesthesia” which numbs 
us to the suffering of others. The Evangelist 
Luke relates two of Jesus’ parables by way 
of example. In the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, the priest and the Levite “pass 
by”, indifferent to the presence of the man 
stripped and beaten by the robbers (cf. Lk 
10:30-32). In that of Dives and Lazarus, 
the rich man is heedless of the poverty of 
Lazarus, who is starving to death at his 
very door (cf. Lk 16:19). Both parables 
show examples of the opposite of “being 
concerned”, of looking upon others with 
love and compassion. What hinders this 
humane and loving gaze towards our broth-
ers and sisters? Often it is the possession of 
material riches and a sense of sufficiency, 
but it can also be the tendency to put our 
own interests and problems above all else. 
We should never be incapable of “show-
ing mercy” towards those who suffer. Our 
hearts should never be so wrapped up in 
our affairs and problems that they fail to 
hear the cry of the poor. Humbleness of 
heart and the personal experience of suf-
fering can awaken within us a sense of 
compassion and empathy. “The upright 
understands the cause of the weak, the 
wicked has not the wit to understand it” 
(Prov 29:7). We can then understand the 

beatitude of “those who mourn” (Mt 5:5), 
those who in effect are capable of looking 
beyond themselves and feeling compassion 
for the suffering of others. Reaching out to 
others and opening our hearts to their needs 
can become an opportunity for salvation 
and blessedness.

“Being concerned for each other” also 
entails being concerned for their spiritual 
well-being. Here I would like to mention 
an aspect of the Christian life, which I 
believe has been quite forgotten: fraternal 
correction in view of eternal salvation. 
Today, in general, we are very sensitive 
to the idea of charity and caring about the 
physical and material well-being of others, 
but almost completely silent about our 
spiritual responsibility towards our broth-
ers and sisters. This was not the case in the 
early Church or in those communities that 
are truly mature in faith, those which are 
concerned not only for the physical health 
of their brothers and sisters, but also for 
their spiritual health and ultimate destiny. 
The Scriptures tell us: “Rebuke the wise 
and he will love you for it. Be open with 
the wise, he grows wiser still, teach the 
upright, he will gain yet more” (Prov 9:8ff). 
Christ himself commands us to admonish 
a brother who is committing a sin (cf. Mt 
18:15). The verb used to express fraternal 
correction—elenchein—is the same used 
to indicate the prophetic mission of Chris-

tians to speak out against a generation in-
dulging in evil (cf. Eph 5:11). The Church’s 
tradition has included “admonishing sin-
ners” among the spiritual works of mercy. 
It is important to recover this dimension 
of Christian charity. We must not remain 
silent before evil. I am thinking of all those 
Christians who, out of human regard or 
purely personal convenience, adapt to the 
prevailing mentality, rather than warning 
their brothers and sisters against ways of 
thinking and acting that are contrary to 
the truth and that do not follow the path 
of goodness. Christian admonishment, for 
its part, is never motivated by a spirit of 
accusation or recrimination. It is always 
moved by love and mercy, and springs 
from genuine concern for the good of the 
other. As the Apostle Paul says: “If one 
of you is caught doing something wrong, 
those of you who are spiritual should set 
that person right in a spirit of gentleness; 
and watch yourselves that you are not put 
to the test in the same way” (Gal 6:1). In 
a world pervaded by individualism, it is 
essential to rediscover the importance of 
fraternal correction, so that together we 
may journey towards holiness. Scripture 
tells us that even “the upright falls seven 
times” (Prov 24:16); all of us are weak 
and imperfect (cf. 1 Jn 1:8). It is a great 
service, then, to help others and allow 
them to help us, so that we can be open to 
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the whole truth about ourselves, improve 
our lives and walk more uprightly in the 
Lord’s ways. There will always be a need 
for a gaze which loves and admonishes, 
which knows and understands, which 
discerns and forgives (cf. Lk 22:61), as 
God has done and continues to do with 
each of us.

2. “Being concerned for each other”: 
the gift of reciprocity.

This “custody” of others is in contrast 
to a mentality that, by reducing life ex-
clusively to its earthly dimension, fails to 
see it in an eschatological perspective and 
accepts any moral choice in the name of 
personal freedom. A society like ours can 
become blind to physical sufferings and 
to the spiritual and moral demands of life. 
This must not be the case in the Christian 
community! The Apostle Paul encourages 
us to seek “the ways which lead to peace 
and the ways in which we can support one 
another” (Rom 14:19) for our neighbor’s 
good, “so that we support one another” 
(15:2), seeking not personal gain but rather 
“the advantage of everybody else, so that 
they may be saved” (1 Cor 10:33). This 
mutual correction and encouragement in a 
spirit of humility and charity must be part 
of the life of the Christian community.

The Lord’s disciples, united with him 
through the Eucharist, live in a fellowship 
that binds them one to another as members 
of a single body. This means that the other 
is part of me, and that his or her life, his 
or her salvation, concern my own life and 
salvation. Here we touch upon a profound 
aspect of communion: our existence is 
related to that of others, for better or for 
worse. Both our sins and our acts of love 
have a social dimension. This reciprocity 
is seen in the Church, the mystical body 

of Christ: the community constantly does 
penance and asks for the forgiveness of the 
sins of its members, but also unfailingly 
rejoices in the examples of virtue and char-
ity present in her midst. As Saint Paul says: 
“Each part should be equally concerned 
for all the others” (1 Cor 12:25), for we 
all form one body. Acts of charity towards 
our brothers and sisters—as expressed by 
almsgiving, a practice which, together with 
prayer and fasting, is typical of Lent—is 
rooted in this common belonging. Chris-
tians can also express their membership in 
the one body which is the Church through 
concrete concern for the poorest of the poor. 
Concern for one another likewise means 
acknowledging the good that the Lord is 
doing in others and giving thanks for the 
wonders of grace that Almighty God in 
his goodness continuously accomplishes 
in his children. When Christians perceive 
the Holy Spirit at work in others, they 
cannot but rejoice and give glory to the 
heavenly Father (cf. Mt 5:16).

3. “To stir a response in love and good 
works”: walking together in holiness.

These words of the Letter to the 
Hebrews (10:24) urge us to reflect on the 
universal call to holiness, the continuing 
journey of the spiritual life as we aspire 
to the greater spiritual gifts and to an ever 
more sublime and fruitful charity (cf. 1 Cor 
12:31-13:13). Being concerned for one 
another should spur us to an increasingly 
effective love which, “like the light of 
dawn, its brightness growing to the fullness 
of day” (Prov 4:18), makes us live each 
day as an anticipation of the eternal day 
awaiting us in God. The time granted us 
in this life is precious for discerning and 
performing good works in the love of God. 
In this way the Church herself continu-

ously grows towards the full maturity of 
Christ (cf. Eph 4:13). Our exhortation to 
encourage one another to attain the fullness 
of love and good works is situated in this 
dynamic prospect of growth.

Sadly, there is always the tempta-
tion to become lukewarm, to quench the 
Spirit, to refuse to invest the talents we 
have received, for our own good and for 
the good of others (cf. Mt 25:25ff.). All 
of us have received spiritual or material 
riches meant to be used for the fulfillment 
of God’s plan, for the good of the Church 
and for our personal salvation (cf. Lk 
12:21b; 1 Tim 6:18). The spiritual masters 
remind us that in the life of faith those 
who do not advance inevitably regress. 
Dear brothers and sisters, let us accept the 
invitation, today as timely as ever, to aim 
for the “high standard of ordinary Christian 
living” (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 31). The 
wisdom of the Church in recognizing and 
proclaiming certain outstanding Christians 
as Blessed and as Saints is also meant to 
inspire others to imitate their virtues. Saint 
Paul exhorts us to “anticipate one another 
in showing honor” (Rom 12:10).

In a world which demands of Chris-
tians a renewed witness of love and fidelity 
to the Lord, may all of us feel the urgent 
need to anticipate one another in charity, 
service and good works (cf. Heb 6:10). This 
appeal is particularly pressing in this holy 
season of preparation for Easter. As I offer 
my prayerful good wishes for a blessed 
and fruitful Lenten period, I entrust all of 
you to the intercession of the Mary Ever 
Virgin and cordially impart my Apostolic 
Blessing.

From the Vatican, 3 November 2011

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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FROM THE
BLOGS

Self-destruct
Usually applied to weapons that are prepared in 

a way that it self-detonates in a given time and 
opted place—this is the usual understanding 

and implication of the phrase “self-destruct.” Pre-
pare the powder keg as desired and designed. Leave 
it alone, and it automatically brings about its own 
self-explosion or detonation, its own wreckage and 
demolition. The phenomenon of self-ruin finds rel-
evance about individuals who “self-destruct” primarily 
on account of their own twisted thinking and pursu-
ant errant actuations. Theirs are foolish desired and 
designs, convoluted options and irrational decisions. 
Their unreasonable behavior and weird decisions undo 
their own personal worth and dignity, their private 
and public stature. Again, leave them alone and they 
“self-destruct”—by themselves. 

Greed! This is one of the eventual causes of someone 
geared for self-destruction. In plain language, the said 
capital vice is understood as an inherent craving that is 
constitutionally rapacious of something. Said craving 
or rapacity is usually directed towards having anything 
coveted, everything desired. It has some kind of a driving 
premise: “All or nothing!” The truth is that greed is errant 
egoism. It therefore becomes an aberration in such a degree 
and intensity that the individuals thus adversely affected 
are in “self-destruct” mode. Meantime, those impacted 
by such a serious psychical malady love in peace with 
themselves, act and behave with ease as if everything is 
super and dandy. 

Greed for power through any means. Greed for wealth 
by any way. Greed for prominence at any cost. These can 
be said as the three species of greed. And this is the truth 
for people in general—irrespective of race, color, and 
creed. It is interesting to note that the greed for power is 
usually accompanied by the greed for wealth that helps 
in having and preserving political power, and that the 
greed for prominence is ordinarily satisfied by power 
and wealth. This tripod of greed is neither unknown nor 
difficult to understand. It is a fact of history. The truth is 
that it accompanied a good number of individuals who 
were intrinsically insecure and/or unstable, who were 
inherently diffident and/or wobbly in their thoughts and 
actions. 

It is enough to contemplate and analyze what have 
happened and what are still happening in the world—such 
as the Middle East, Asia well included. The spectacle is 
so gross and blatant that it becomes rather easy to know 
who are the characters who are geared to self-destruct 
specially on account of their greed for power through 
any means—unless they have already undergone self-
destruction long before.

www.ovc.blogspot.com

Nature: 
Friend or foe?
Man has the mind to know, the will to resolve, the 

senses to feel. Yet, is it true that he never learns? 
Is this why he continues to fall, to hurt and to 

die even—despite all supposedly learning experiences he 
has in the course of time? Does he find it irrelevant if not 
futile to know better from his mistakes, to do better next 
time around? Why? There seem to be two fundamental 
reasons for this phenomenon—without appealing either to 
the profound or the supernal. And these reasons are both in 
the socio-economic sphere.

There are the poor and miserable people. Many of them 
do not learn because of necessity that gives them no easy 
choice, no ready option. They do not have the luxury to 
choose where and how to live, what to do or when to abstain 
from doing. This is a basic reason why there are many of 
them who build their houses beside dirty creeks, who live 
in dangerous places, who deem it convenient to disregard 
the onslaught of floods, mudslides and other mortal natural 
calamities. They cannot afford to learn.  

There are the affluent and able people. Some of them do 
not learn because of avarice. Never mind if their business and 
industry precisely cause significant danger to the health and 
bring havoc to the life of the impoverished and weak. It does 
not really matter when their big profits are exactly the big loses 
of pathetic families and rural communities. This is the root 
cause of their illegal mining of long standing and irresponsible 
logging in the otherwise protective and beneficial forest. They 
can afford not to learn—due to their covetousness. 

And this brings to focus the question – Nature: Friend or foe?
Nature is a great friend of man when he cares for the 

environment, when he preserves the fruitfulness of the earth, 
ascertains the cleanliness of the air and the purity of the wa-
ters. In other words, the natural resources are there for man 
to preserve and benefit from—not to waste, much less to ruin 
them due either carelessness or greediness. Otherwise, nature 
becomes his persistent foe, a forceful one indeed. 

Again. It is not a secret that nature is for the use and 
good of man—not the other way around. But it belongs to 
man to nurture nature so that this remains his friend and 
benefactor. A friend is not for bullying, much less for ruining. 
Nature is a wonderful friend to have. But when mistreated, 
the same becomes a big foe indeed. This is the lesson after 
lesson, year after year that man can and should learn from. 
Otherwise, nature would look at him as its mortal enemy, 
and would wherefore understandably angrily seek to cause 
his lamentation if not destruction.

Incidentally, all impressive and wonderful man-made 
laws in favor of preserving nature simply constitute a big 
farce when law enforcers are either sleeping on their job 
or selling their trust! What’s new?

 www.ovc.blogspot.com
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EDITORIAL

As usual, Malacañang together with its allies 
have other things in mind than the feeble, if 
not in fact, deteriorating national economy, 

the devastation brought about by nature due to human 
greed, the matter-of-fact criminality in the streets and 
the consequent anxiety of the general public. As of 
these days, not only long time but also much public 
funds are being spent for the avid intent and undivided 
effort on the Chief Executive in impeaching the Chief 
Justice of the land. 

Most probably unperceived and therefore unap-
preciated by the present administration, the on-going 
impeachment trial lodged against the holder of the 
highest judicial office in the country, can readily remind 
the people of the Philippines about a key constitutional 
provision stating: “Sovereignty resides in the people and 
all government authority emanates from the people.”  

In the event that the impeachment were success-
ful, one of its most deleterious effect would be this as 
a logical consequence: The Supreme Court as a rule, 
the new Chief Justice well included, would not only 
be careful but also hesitant to pronounce judgments 
contrary to the wishes and designs of the Chief Execu-
tive. It is not a secret that what made the latter explode 

with anger and vengeance was when nothing less than 
the14 Judges of the Supreme Court dared to decide on 
the long standing case of the Hacienda Luisita in favor 
of the farmers. 

In the event that the impeachment were a failure, 
needless to say, such would leave an indelible mark 
of incompetence and inadequacy on the already 
feeble bearing of the incumbent President. There 
are already a good number of personal and official 
liabilities predicated about the same. For him to still 
lose no less than a family fight, this could be anything 
but a tap on his shoulder, a feather to his cap. What 
happens next is anybody’s guess. But whatever it 
would be, it could not be good news for the dynasty 
concerned. 

Meantime, while the blockbuster show is going on, 
the three main forces in the country are on their toes: The 
so-called “Left” groups are getting ready for whatever 
eventuality. The so-labeled “Right” are much awake 
and vigilant. And the so-known “Middle” are slowly 
feeling their way in. This is not to mention the worries 
of business magnates, the reservations of multi-national 
corporations not to mention the anxiety of the common 
tao—and, of course, Uncle Sam.

The bigger picture



IMPACT • February 201228

FROM THE 
INBOX

From the email messages of may_rv2003@yahoo.com

Late one Saturday night, 
a pastor was putting the 
final touches on his ser-

mon for Sunday morning.
This particular Saturday 

night was a little different, he 
usually put the finishing touches 
on his sermons in his study at 
his home, but had left a particu-
lar book that he wanted some 
quotes from at his office. As he 
completed his last sentence, he 
thought he'd better give his wife 
a call to let her know that he was 
on his way home. As he turned 
his light off at his desk, a knock 
came from the door. He looked 
at his watch and noticed that it 
was after eleven and wondered 
who could this be.

With reservations, he 
stepped towards the door. Ask-
ing who it was on the other side 
of the door, a young lady’s voice 
exclaimed, "I need to talk to 
someone."

The pastor opened the door 
and saw a young lady all of 
sixteen. He asked, "What can 
I do for you, sweetheart?"

"Are you a preacher?" 
she asked.

"Yes I am." He responded, 
"Won't you come in and sit 
down."

"Pastor, I am pregnant. My 
boy friend wants me to have an 

abortion and I don't think it's 
right to take a life!"

"You are very wise." said 
the pastor, "Life starts at con-
ception. Have you told your 
parents?"

"No, they wouldn't under-
stand!" exclaimed the young 
frightened girl."I am to meet my 
boy friend at a clinic downtown 
at midnight to have an abortion; 
but I don't want to do it."

"My stand is and always will 
be pro life," as he showed her some 
passages from the Bible backing 
up his stand. He told her, "God 
planted that seed in you and only 
He can take it away, not man."

Before the young lady 
left, the pastor asked her if she 
would pray with him. As they 
got on their knees, he took her 
hand as he prayed for life and 
not death.

"God will give you all the 
wisdom you need, if you leave 
it in His hands. I hope I have 
helped. God bless you young 
lady!" His words followed after 
her as she left.

The pastor tossed and 
turned all night, wondering if 
he had made a difference or not; 
only praying that he had. 

"Oh God! Please give her 
the wisdom she needs."

Almost two years had 

Life over death

passed since that Saturday night. 
Still vivid in his mind, he won-
dered if he had made a differ-
ence; he prayed that he had. As 
he and his wife often do every 
Wednesday night after church, 
they went to a local restaurant 
where they served a buffet. 
This particular Wednesday night 
didn't seem any different from 
others with the exception of a 
young couple that was standing 
in front of them in line.

The young lady was trying to 
hold her year-old baby. As most 
babies do at that age, this one 
continued to squirm and squirm. 
The young man with the lady took 
the baby but with little triumph, 
he had the same problems.

The young lady said, "He's 
never like this! I can't explain 
it." The young couple excused 
themselves and started to move 
out of the line. While walking 

by, the baby made an unbeliev-
able jolt as he jumped out of the 
young man's arms into the un-
suspecting arms of the surprised 
pastor who quickly reached and 
grabbed the baby.

The startled mother couldn't 
believe what had happened as 
her eyes met the pastor's. Tears 
flowed from both as their eyes 
met. He now had his answer to 
the question which had haunted 
him for two years; it was life. 

The mother said, "He nev-
er goes to anyone!" as the baby 
lay totally still, asleep next to 
the pastor's heart.

The pastor married this 
couple two weeks later. Today 
this couple spends every Sun-
day morning teaching Sunday 
school in his church. Twice a 
week they work in the commu-
nity for pro-life groups, helping 
others find life over death.
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Saved by a strange object

A strange little object saved an army 
runner from an instant death.

As he made his way across 
the dead and dismembered bodies strewn 
across the ravaged battlefield back to his 
company with orders from the battalion 
commander, the sound of bullets and 
bombs had been silenced. With a rela-
tive sense of safety, he walked on being 
thankful that, at least for a while, there 
was calm in the senseless storm.

Approximately two-thirds of the 
way across the devastated field, he was 
suddenly stopped by an unusual sight. 

It hovered right before him, at perfect 
eye level.

At first, he thought that he was 
suffering from fatigue and was seeing 
a mirage.

"It can't be," he said to himself, "not 
out here in the midst of a raging war!"

But it not only was real, it came right 
up to him and stopped no more than three 
inches from his face. He started to step 
forward when it lunged forward, pushing 
him a couple of steps backward.

And then it happened!
A gigantic shell hurled through the 

air and landed right in the very spot from 
which he had been literally pushed.

"I would have been killed!" he 
gasped. "I would have been killed!"

But that little object, probably less than 
an ounce in weight, kept him from losing his 
life. It was a definite miracle because he had 
not seen one since he had gone off to war ... 
and surely not right out in the middle of an 
all-out war, in the midst of an awful battle.

But it was there, and it did save 
his life.

The strange little object? It was a 
butterfly!
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Healing Through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Ilsa B. Reyes

In this book the author talks about 
the healing process that hap-
pens when a penitent receives 
forgiveness from God through 
the sacrament of confession. 
The book gives a fresh take on 
the sacrament of reconciliation 
and its significance in the life of 
a Catholic. Through the sacra-
ment the faithful encounters God 
and becomes a renewed person 
after being forgiven and received 
back in the arms of a loving 
Father—that is God. "This beau-
tiful sacrament as an expression 
of God's healing is really an 
initiative of the forgiving father...” 
Reconciliation is reminiscent of 

God as a shepherd in search of a lost sheep. “The picture of 
Jesus searching for even just one of the sheep reminds us 
of the sacrament's personal character. God's love is for all, 
but intimately a call for each and everyone of us."

Christianity’s Dangerous 
Memory

A Rediscovery of the Revolutionary Jesus

Diarmuid O’Murchu

Jesus did not fit into the con-
ventional culture of his day. He 
questioned many of its core be-
liefs. He sought to empower 
the oppressed, and he paid the 
ultimate price for living this way. 
Yet 2000 years of tradition has 
replaced this revolutionary Jesus 
with an earthly prince – a ruler and 
hero – rather than the prophetic 
rebel who changed the course of 
history. This stunning new book, 
written for adult faith seekers, 
helps us meet the revolutionary 
Jesus once again. The author 
writes for everyone wanting to 
understand Jesus for themselves, 
those who know in their hearts 
that Christian faith is much big-
ger, deeper, and more challenging than the churches have ever 
acknowledged or proclaimed. A bestselling author and social 
psychologist, O’Murchu is also involved on social ministry as 
a couple’s counselor, bereavement worker, and social worker 
with homeless people and refugees. He has led workshops, 
retreats, and adult faith and development programs around the 
world, including Europe, the United States and Canada, Peru, 
India, and Australia.

Mary, Virgin and Mother in 
Theology and Devotion

Felipe Gomez, SJ

The book emphasizes the full 
womanhood of Mary, as daugh-
ter of Israel and mother of 
Jesus, in a way that is not only 
admirable but also imitable 
today. Avoiding the exaggera-
tions of unbridled religiosity, the 
motherly care of Mary is felt in 
many shrines and devotions, 
not only by Catholics and Or-
thodox but also by Protestants 
and even non-Christians. Mary 
is really universal as it appears 
now in the ecumenical move-
ment and dialogue with other 
religions. The author gives 
special attention to the relations 
of the Mother of God with the 
Holy Spirit and, therefore, with 
the Church. Since time immemorial Christians have sung 
the glories of Mary as the "All Beautiful," hence the book 
describes the "Way of Beauty," the approach to Mary through 
the arts and then Mary as a way to God. The author is a 
Spanish Jesuit working in the East Asian Pastoral Institute 
in Quezon City. He has written six books in Vietnamese 
and three in English.

Lower Your Nets – Cycle B
Gospel Reflection

	

Msgr. Fernando G. Gutierrez

This book is a compilation of 
the author’s weekly columns for 
the Asian Journal of San Diego, 
California, USA. The title, Lower 
Your Nets, is taken from Luke 
5:4-7. Even though Simon Peter 
felt frustrated after a nightlong 
toil with no catch at all, because 
this seasoned fisherman fol-
lowed Jesus’ advice, “Lower 
your nets for a catch,” a miracle 
happened. “When they (the dis-
ciples) had done so, they caught 
such a large number of fish that 
their nets began to break. So 
they signalled their partners in 
the other boat to come and help 
them, and they came and filled 

both boats so full that they began 
to sink.” Just as Peter did much as a fisherman gathers in 
fish in his net, so we too play a role of gathering human 
beings into the kingdom that Jesus has come to preach. 

b o o k
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CAST: Matt Damon (Benjamin Mee),  Colin Ford (Dylan Mee), 
Thomas Haden Church (Duncan Mee), Scarlett Johansson 
(Kelly Foster), Patrick Fugit (Robin Jones), Elle Fanning (Lily 
Miska); DIRECTOR: Cameron Crowe; SCREENWRITER: 
Aline Brosh McKenna, Cameron Crowe; PRODUCER: Julie 
Yorn, Marc Gordon; GENRE:   Adaptation, Drama;  DISTRIBU-
TOR: 20th Century Fox; LOCATION: California, USA; RUN-
NING TIME:  124 minutes

Technical Assessment: ½
Moral Assessment: ½
Cinema Rating: For viewers 13 years old and below with pa-

rental guidance.

ENTERTAINMENT

Catholic INitiative for 
Enlightened Movie Appreciation
We bought a zoo is based on a real story that 

took place in England.  Journalist Benjamin 
Mee (Matt Damon) recently lost his beloved 

wife and is raising their two children singlehandedly.  
Seven-year-old Rosie (Maggie Elizabeth Jones) is ador-
able and a breeze to look after but 14-year old Dylan 
(Colin Ford) is a difficult case, sullen, withdrawn, and 
causes a lot of trouble in school.  Following an impulse 
to make a fresh start, Benjamin quits his job and de-
cides to move his family away from the city where all 
the memories of their sweet and happy life haunt them.  
His house-hunting leads him to a spacious, modestly 
priced property in a bucolic setting.  It would have been 
perfect, except that it comes with a rundown zoo which 
is maintained by a handful of volunteers led by Kelly 

(Scarlett Johansson) who do it out of sheer love for the 
animals.  The new owner of the property would have to 
take this shuttered down zoo and the animals, including 
some endangered species.

The title alone, We bought a zoo, would have us 
expecting comic relief at least half the time.  The other 
half could be spread out evenly among cute animal shots, 
clever animal tricks, and heroic animal deeds that would 
all endear wild four legged creatures and other species 
to humans.  But no, the movie has none of those—which 
is what makes this number most unusually precious in 
Hollywood’s history of “animal movies”.  First, the 
animals are simply themselves, animals in an animal 
park, not trained performers in a glittery circus.  Snakes 
crawl, big cats growl.  The animals here are low profile, 
and even when a couple of them have to be deployed, 
it is done in order to advance the story and not to inject 
cheap excitement as is done by movies which rely on 
gimmickry to catch public attention.

This is so because We bought a zoo is not about 
animals but about persons who discover themselves and 
one another through experiences that eventually cause 
their growth.  The zoo just happens to be the setting, 
and the animals, the necessary props for such transfor-
mative human interaction to take place.  This is about 
persons—and there is not one person here who can be 
called a bad guy.  There is no villain in this story, not 
even the fussy zoo inspector Walter Ferris (John Michael 
Higgins) the character that causes the most stress in the 
others is just there to faithfully do his job, or Benjamin’s 
brother Duncan (Thomas Haden Church) who is not very 
encouraging of his brother’s moves or decisions at the 
start.  We bought a zoo is definitely family entertain-
ment and has much to say about familial devotion, love 
of creation and the environment, dedication to work, 
friendship and parent-child relationships.
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PHILIPPINES. Arrest of ex-general ac-
cused of ‘disappearances’ urged

President Benigno Aquino III should 
order the armed forces to cooperate 
with civilian authorities in arresting 
retired Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan and 
others charged with the enforced dis-
appearance of two activists in 2006, 
Human Rights Watch said last Jan 
31. Since the Justice Department filed 
charges of kidnapping and serious 
illegal detention in December 2011, 
Palparan and one co-accused, Sgt. 
Rizal Hilario, have evaded capture, 
while the other two have been trans-
ferred to military custody. “President 
Aquino should get the message to 
the military that the years of protect-
ing Palparan for grievous abuses are 
over,” said Elaine Pearson, HRW 
deputy Asia director.

EGYPT. ‘Stop holding NGOs hostage’

The Egyptian authorities should 
scrap a Mubarak-era law used to 
prosecute civil society and ensure its 
planned replacement upholds the right 
to freedom of association, Amnesty In-
ternational said Feb 7. The call follows 
recent announcement that 43 people 
have been referred to a criminal court 
for trial as part of an investigation into 
the funding and registration of NGOs. 
It has called for the charges against 
them, based on Egypt’s repressive 
laws on civil society registration and 
foreign funding, to be dropped.

KUWAIT. Promises, ‘mostly unfulfilled’, 
on citizenship

Kuwait’s government should fol-
low through on promises to ad-
dress citizenship claims of stateless 
residents, known as Bidun, Human 
Rights Watch said Feb. 7 in issuing 
its World Report 2012 at a news 
conference in Kuwait City. It also 
called on the government to amend 
its national laws to protect domestic 
workers following its approval, in 
June 2011, of a new international 
treaty on decent work for domes-

tic workers. “Following decades of 
broken promises, Kuwait needs to 
act now to address the plight of the 
Bidun,” said Joe Stork, deputy Middle 
East director at HRW.

ISRAEL. Group calls for release of 
Palestinian detainee

The Israeli authorities must release 
a Palestinian detainee or charge him 
with a recognizable criminal offence 
and promptly try him, Amnesty Interna-
tional said Feb. 6 amid fears the man 
could die in detention after more than 
50 days on hunger strike. Khader Ad-
nan, 33, was arrested on 17 December 
2011 for his alleged affiliation with the 
Islamic Jihad movement. “For years 
Israel has been using administrative 
detention to lock up Palestinian activ-
ists without charge or trial, said Ann 
Harrison, AI’s Deputy Director for the 
Middle East.

CAMBODIA. ‘Stop use of excessive 
force against activists’

Cambodian authorities must stop 
the use of excessive force against 
peaceful land and housing activists, 
Amnesty International said today, af-
ter police violently dispersed a group 
of around 150 women protesting 
forced evictions in the capital Phnom 
Penh.  Police yesterday beat and 
arrested several of the women, who 
were peacefully protesting against last 
month’s forced eviction of the Borei 
Keila community and the effects of 
past evictions at the capital’s Boe-
ung Kak Lake. “Communities all over 
Cambodia are peacefully resisting 
forced evictions and taking action to 
claim their rights,” said Donna Guest, 
Deputy Director of AI’s Asia-Pacific 
Programme. 

INDONESIA. Greenpeace calls for end 
to forest destruction

Greenpeace recently called on 
Indonesian company Asia Pulp and 
Paper (APP) to commit to ending its 
destruction of the country’s rainforests, 

in response to news that yet more 
companies around the world are cut-
ting ties with the paper giant. It also 
warned that APP’s continued forest 
destruction threatened the Indone-
sian President’s own commitment to 
dedicate his remaining time in office to 
saving Indonesia’s forest. “APP must 
immediately commit to stop destroy-
ing rainforests,” said Bustar Maitar, 
Greenpeace South East Asia forests 
campaigner. 

THAILAND. World faces 600M jobs 
challenge – ILO 

The world faces the "urgent chal-
lenge" of creating 600 million produc-
tive jobs over the next decade in order 
to generate sustainable growth and 
maintain social cohesion, according 
to the annual report on global em-
ployment by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO). "After three years 
of continuous crisis conditions in 
global labour markets and against the 
prospect of a further deterioration of 
economic activity, there is a backlog of 
global unemployment of 200 million," 
says the ILO in its annual report titled 
"Global Employment Trends 2012: 
Preventing a deeper jobs crisis". The 
report added that more than 400 mil-
lion new jobs will be needed over the 
next decade to absorb the estimated 
40 million growth of the labour force 
each year.
 

JAPAN. Japanese company to supply 
world’s largest CIGS solar plant

Japan's Solar Frontier K.K., a sub-
sidiary of Showa Shell Sekiyu, will 
supply copper indium gallium selenide 
solar panels to renewable energy-
based California utility EnXco for 
a planned150-megawatt project in 
Kern County. The company said the 
solar farm will be the largest of its 
kind in the world, if completed. The 
two-phased project, seen delivering 
60 MW of electricity by the end of the 
year, is estimated to be completed by 
June, 2013. 




